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Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me  
cannot be my disciple.   

For which of you, intending to build a tower,  
does not first sit down and estimate the cost,  

to see whether he has enough to complete it?   

Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation  
and is not able to finish,  

all who see it will begin to ridicule him,  saying,  
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 

~Luke 14: 27-30 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu.  

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Sunday Worship Service 
  9:30 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .  Children in 
pre-school through grade 2 will be invited to leave for Sunday School following the Message 
for Children. 

Welcome 

Oak Tree Update 
As many of you have noticed, our Oak Tree has suffered greatly from the heat and storms of 
the last month.  Although extensive testing has been conducted over the past few months, the 
conclusion of our team of experts has been that the soil around the tree has sufficient nutrients 
for the tree’s needs, and the tree’s leaves (until recently) showed no significant issues which 
would require intervention.  Consequently, our plan has been to continue a watering program 
for the tree and hope that the tree would maintain at least the level of leaf cover witnessed in 
the spring. 
 

Toward the end of July, the leaves on the lower branches started to turn brown.  Leaf samples 
were sent to Rutgers for analysis and results came back negative for pathogens or insects.  We 
then authorized Keiling Tree and Historical Tree Care to make a detailed aerial examination of 
the tree looking for any potential signs of life throughout the tree. The conclusion of this exam-
ination is that the “tree has declined to the point where the best hope is for the lower trunk to 
make sprouts next year.” 
 

It is sad to say that the hope we all had for our Oak tree’s future has not materialized.  The 
events of this summer have overpowered the internal mechanisms that healthy trees utilize to 
withstand the intense heat of summer.  Our best focus now is to insure the safety of the area 
around the tree. The next stages of care for the tree will include pruning of dead limbs in the 
outer portions of the tree while retaining the structure supported by the cabling system stabiliz-
ing the main branches.  The trustees will be evaluating possible next steps over the next few 
weeks. 

Trustee Update—continued  



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 September 3, 2016                                                      oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

    

   PRELUDE 

  GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS                       Holy, Holy, Holy                                         HYMN 1  

    O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                      HYMN 610 

                                                                 
   OPENING PRAYER                 
    
   SCRIPTURE                         Acts 9: 26-30  
     Romans 12: 1-8   
                     
   MESSAGE       The Gift of Encouragement                            Dr. Jim Morris 

   OFFERING  

   SPECIAL MUSIC            Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                    HYMN 475  

   SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                 

   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 
 *CLOSING SONG                                Lead Me, Guide Me                                         HYMN 740  

 CHARGE AND BENEDICTION      

   

       There will be no Oak Table Service next Saturday.  
  Please join us next Sunday for our Fall Kick-Off with worship at 9:30 a.m.  
   in the Sanctuary followed by fun, fellowship and festivities! 

    

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
 September 4, 2016                                                                        23rd Sunday in ordinary time 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

 

 PRELUDE    Praeludium in D Major, BuxWV 139 by Dietrich Buxtehude  

   Adrienne Pavur, organ                              

 CALLTO WORSHIP 
   Leader: O Lord, you search us and know us; 
   All: we praise you, O God, our Maker. 
   Leader: You are the potter, we are the clay; 
                All:   we are the work of your hands. 
   Leader: Come, let us worship God.    
              

  SUMMER HYMN SING                                         

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)   

  Sovereign God, we confess 
that we have not turned away from sin.  

  We follow the advice of the wicked  
  and scoff at those who do good. 

We make plans we cannot complete  
  and promises we will not fulfill. 

Forgive us, God of grace. 
Refresh and renew our hearts,  

  so that we may seek your will, 
and do all the good we can; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
    

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                  We Are Forgiven                                                 HYMN 447 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
 We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 *THE PEACE                                                                                                 

 Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 

    Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

   WORDS OF WELCOME                                                 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

   

 PASSING OF THE WELCOME PADS 

 MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                           Jacqueline Obregon 

                                       (Children ages 3 through grade 2 may leave for Sunday School.)  

*HYMN         Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty               HYMN 35 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                              Luke 14: 25-33   p. 78 

   Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

   People:  Thanks be to God.  

 SERMON                    Disciples Take Faith Seriously           Rev. Dennis W. Jones        

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                            Dr. Maureen Paterson 

      OFFERTORY           Jesus Lead Thou On                       by Paul Manz                                                      

    *DOXOLOGY                                                HYMN 606 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  INVITATION 

  PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 Minister: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Minister: Lift up your hearts 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    Minister: Let us pray...…  

        THE  LORD’S PRAYER 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  SERVING THE BREAD AND FRUIT OF THE VINE 

       PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
   Minister: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
    in which you have given yourself to us. 

 People: Grant that we may go into the world  
  in the strength of your Spirit, 
             All:  In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

. 
 



 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Helen and Paul Mallon, in honor of Patti and Wayman Williams who will celebrate 
their 61st Wedding Anniversary and Helen and Paul Mallon, who will celebrate their 66th 
Wedding Anniversary, both on September 9. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion.  There are two pier openings on 
October 9, 23 and 30.  If you would like to donate an ar rangement,  
please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; e-mail address, debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

Our Greeters this morning are Helen Mallon & Marilyn Morr is. Join us for Lemon-
ade in the Shade after the service hosted by Maggie Wald & Donna Van Barclum. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Children and Family Ministries 
Sunday School Begins September 18 during the 10:15 a.m. worship hour 
Sunday School will take place again this year during the 10:15 a.m. worship hour.  Children 
will begin with their families in the Sanctuary and then leave for Sunday School after the 
Message for Children.  They will be escorted to the Chapel for a large group event and then 
dismissed by grade for a formal Sunday School lesson in classrooms in the education 
wing.  Children will be picked up by their parents in their classrooms. On Communion Sun-
days (usually the first Sunday of the month), older children in grades 3-5 will be invited to 
remain in worship to participate with their families.  

Blessings of the Backpacks—Sunday, September 18 at 10:15 a.m. Service 
We will have our annual Blessings of the Backpacks on Sunday, September 18.  Students of 
all ages, preschool through graduate school, and teachers, administrators and educators of all 
sorts are invited to bring their backpacks or briefcases to church.  We will offer  a special 
blessing for the school year and all who participate will receive a token for their backpacks to 
remind us of God’s love and presence with them in school and everywhere. 

*CLOSING HYMN                         Now Thank We All Our God                           HYMN 643 

*BENEDICTION     

*POSTLUDE                              Praeludium in C Major                        by George Böhm 

                Adrienne Pavur, organ 

  Special thanks to Adrienne Pavur for sharing her gift of music with us while 
                             Chris Fortin is on vacation.      

Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord 
 

Ed King 
Entered the Church Triumphant                      August 28, 2016 

 

A Memorial Service will be held at St. James Church on Saturday, September 10 at 10 a.m. 



 

Music Ministries 

Catch the Spirit at BRPC this year! Spirit and Little Spirit Start September 20 
Spirit and Little Spirit are our mid-week programs of music and Christian education for chil-
dren ages 3 years to grade 5. 

Little Spirit: children ages 3 through kindergarten meet Tuesdays from 4-4:45 p.m. 
Spirit: children in grades 1-5 meet Tuesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. Please sign up on our web-
site brpc.org or contact Jackie Obregon or Beth Donley for more information. 

Come Sing with Us! 
Join Chris Fortin Thursday, September 8th at 7:30 p.m. for our Fall Choral Read.  This is a 
perfect time to sing through this season's choral anthems and to meet other vocalists from 
Sanctuary Choir.  Refreshments, music and laughs will abound!  Email Chris today for more 
information (cfortin@brpc.org).  See you there! 

Although Christians are often identified with what they believe, Jesus seemed to care more 
about what his followers did.  Our beliefs matter a great deal, yet what matters even more is 
how we live and what we do.  This fall sermon series will take a fresh look at the core prac-
tices of Christianity, and at how we might faithfully embody those practices in this time and 
place.  It all kicks off today with, “Disciples Take Faith Seriously." Join us in worship and 
in ministry at Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church!  

Sermon Series 

Join a Choir this Fall! 
Please mark your calendars with the start dates of the following choir rehearsals: 

Tuesday, September 13   Thursday, September 15 
Alpha Bell Choir—6:15 p.m.    Sanctuary Choir—7:30 p.m. 
Knox Bell Choir—7:30 p.m.   
E-mail Chris Fortin today for more information (cfortin@brpc.org).   

September 11- Fall Kick-Off Sunday 
One Worship Service—9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
followed by fellowship and festivities! 
East Oak Street will be closed down and we will have live music, great 
food, games for the children and a chance to learn more about our upcom-
ing 300th birthday celebration. Join us for a fresh approach to a loved tra-
dition!  What a perfect day to bring a friend with you to church! 

mailto:cfortin@brpc.org
mailto:cfortin@brpc.org


 

Adult Small Group—Date Change 
The Walk and Talk Discussion Group will meet at Betty Hahn's home at 8:30 a.m. on Sep-
tember 6 and 27 and continue our  discussion of Mark Thurston's book, Experiments in 
a Search for God.  For more information, please contact Betty Hahn at 908-221-9294. Please 
join us!  

Spiritual Development 

Wednesday Morning Women's Bible Study– Begins September 21  
9:30 a.m. in the Church House Parlor 
Join us this fall at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor each Wednesday for a time of prayer and learning 
together.  Beginning on Wednesday, September 21st, we will take a look at the modern 
Church in America and try to gain an understanding of the various labels and designations 
used by leaders and the media.  What does it mean to be a part of the Christian Evangelical 
movement, the Progressive Church, the Conservative or Liberal Church?  We will attempt 
to answer some of these questions in the coming weeks.  Join us for what proves to be a 
lively topic of discussion! Contact Dr. Maureen Paterson for more information. 

Stephen Ministry—New Training Class Begins September 14 
Christian care is never outdated.  God’s command that we love on another is the same now 
in 2016 as it was thousands of years ago.  How are you showing God’s love to others?  Ste-
phen Ministry is one way to do that. A new training class will begin on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church House Library.  This class will cover 50 hours of required 
training using the Stephen Ministry curriculum.  If you are interested in being a part of the 
class, please contact Maureen Paterson.   

Stephen Ministry 

Understanding the Bible as Literature— Sunday 9 a.m. Small Group  
Begins October 2 at 9:00 a.m. in the Church House Parlor 
People have used various approaches to understand the Bible and apply it to their faith ever 
since the books of the Bible were written.  In this series of discussions, after a brief overview 
of the different methods of biblical interpretation that have been used over the centuries, we 
will focus on the literary approach, an interpretive method that has become increasingly popu-
lar since the late 20th century.  This approach focuses on understanding the biblical books as 
various forms of literature and applying the techniques of literary interpretation to uncover 
their meaning.  We will explore how the literary approach can complement and enhance the 
understanding we can derive from other interpretive approaches and help us to apply the 
words of the Bible to our faith and spiritual lives.  The six session series will be led by Charles 
King and run from October 2– November 20, except October 16 and November 6. Please plan 
to join us! 

Just in time for the release of the new iphone, BRPC sermons are now available  
as a podcast and can be found on our website www.brpc.org. 



 

Church Picture Directory 

Sign up now to have your picture taken for the 2017 Picture Directory  
The new BRPC Picture Directory will be a great way to connect with other church members.  
As part of the 300th anniversary of our church, a picture directory is being put together, but it 
won’t be complete without you.  Professional portrait sessions are being scheduled now from 
Tuesday, October 4th through Saturday, October 8th.   Be a part of our new directory and a 
part of our church’s history.  For each photo session, you will receive a FREE 8”x10” portrait 
and a copy of the 2017 BRPC Picture Directory.  Additional photo packages are also availa-
ble.  Select a date and time that works best for your portrait session by going on the church 
website and clicking on the link.  You don’t have access to the website?  Sign-ups will be 
available each Sunday after church beginning September 11th.  Thanks for your participation! 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality. -Romans 12:13 
Currently there are 3 homeless families (6 children) that are in the IHN program 
and will be staying with us in our church house from Sunday, September 18

th
 - 

Sunday September 25
th

. Volunteers are needed to host dinners, spend 2 hours in 
the evenings with our guests, sleep overnight, as well as help set up their “home” 
before their arrival and clean up after they leave. For more information about Interfaith Hos-
pitality Network and how you can volunteer  for  this meaningful Church mission, or  to 
sign up, please call Joan Eichhorn (908 350 3110). Sign-ups can also be done on our website 
and before and after our church services.  Thank you for your faithful support, service and 
generosity.  We serve God by serving others; please join us. 

Interested in Becoming a Member? Next Class– September 25 
We extend a warm invitation to our  “Exploring Membership” class and 
luncheon from 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (immediately following the 10:15 
a.m. worship service) in the Church House Parlor, located across the 
street from the Sanctuary building.  This is an excellent opportunity to 
share your faith journey and learn more about the beliefs and ministry of 
our church.  Lunch will be served and childcare will be provided, if requested in advance by 
calling the church office at 908-766-1616.   

Membership 

Mission Response  
In response to the recent flooding in the Gulf, the Mission Council has sent $1,500 through 
the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for relief efforts.  If you would like to make a personal 
contribution to this effort you can do so by marking "Flood Relief" on the memo line of your 
check or envelope.  The Mission Council will keep the congregation informed on any other 
responses to these natural disasters.  Please hold all those impacted in your prayers. 



 

An Awesome New Year of Youth Ministry at BRPC! 
Youth Minister Update                                       
Session has unanimously approved expanding the Youth Minister job into a full-time posi-
tion!  The job description is being prayerfully reviewed and revised, and we anticipate that a 
search committee will be formed during September.  We are grateful for your prayers and 
for suggestions of individuals you believe have the gifts to serve on the youth minister 
search committee.  Please share those names with Karen Johnson, Theresa Creedon, or Den-
nis Jones. 

Along with pursuing the long-term plan to hire a full-time Director of Youth Ministries, we 
have been actively planning for an exciting and memorable year of youth ministry.  The ex-
citing details are below: 
 

Princeton Seminary Student Intern                                  
We are blessed to have Princeton Seminary student Jordan Goodwin join us for the year 
ahead!  Jordan comes to us with great enthusiasm and a heart for student ministries, and will 
be leading our Middle School programs with the support of our volunteer advisors.  We 
warmly welcome Jordan and all Middle School students for the start of a meaningful year!  
Jordan’s official start date is Sunday, September 11. 
 

Middle School Fellowship                  
All 6-8th graders are welcomed to bring friends and meet in the Youth Center every Wednes-
day from 6:00-7:30 p.m. We will start the evening with dinner, followed by games, activi-
ties, discussion and some fun outings throughout the year.  Our first meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 14.  
 

Bibles and Bagels                       
Students in grades 6-8 meet in the Church House Library on Sunday mornings after the 
10:15 a.m. worship service Children’s Message, except for Communion Sundays (the 1st 
Sunday of each month) where the students can attend worship for the whole hour.  Our first 
meeting will be Sunday, September 18. 
 

Youth Music                  
Led by Chris Fortin, all students in grades 6-12 are invited to explore using their musical 
and other talents in service to God.  We meet Wednesdays from 5:00-6:00 p.m. in the Choir 
Room. Our first meeting will be on Wednesday, September 14. 
 

Confirmation Class                          
The Confirmation program, led by Maureen Paterson and mentors Tom 
Eicher and Chris Whitlock, prepares 9th grade students to become full 
adult members of the congregation.  Students learn more about their rela-
tionship with God, what it means to be Presbyterian and how they can be 
involved in the church community. Our first dinner meeting for students 
and families will be held on Sunday October 2 at 5:00 p.m. in the Church House parlor. 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 



 

More... Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Trustee Update 

Update from Trustees / Oak Tree and Sanctuary Windows 
As BRPC prepares to celebrate its 300th year, we as a church community are committed to 
honoring our past as we look forward to what lies ahead.  Trustees have been hard at work in 
their role as caretakers of our property, focusing on two historical elements that are showing 
signs of old age, the Oak Tree and the Sanctuary windows.   Here’s a short update on each. 
 

Our Sanctuary windows were installed in 1839.  With a casual observation you will see 
dried and cracked or outright missing glazing putty (the stuff on the old windows that makes 
each pane weather tight) and many layers of paint, much of which is peeling (and much of 
which is lead-based).  A more focused investigation reveals a fair amount of rot in critical 
areas.  The windows have reached a critical point.  There are two basic choices on address-
ing the situation: restore or replace.  Trustees have made the decision to replace the sanctu-
ary windows with modern insulated glass requiring minimal regular maintenance. 
 

This was not an easy decision, nor arrived at lightly.  We searched extensively to find a 
modern window that maintained the proper proportions and appearance.  One window has 
already been replaced as a trial.  It is at the front left of the sanctuary (behind the choir – the 
clean looking one).  To be sure, the new windows do not have the wavy glass like the old 
ones.  
 

Please know that the old windows are being carefully removed, tagged, catalogued and 
stored, allowing us the option of restoring them at some future date.  The old window sash 
under the portico facing Oak Street will be restored and preserved in place -- these sashes 
are in the best overall condition because they have been protected by the roof.  Sufficient 
funding for this project has been allocated from the Historic Building Reserve and Gifts and 
Memorials.  As for timing, the new windows are expected to arrive in early September and 
work will commence shortly thereafter.  We anticipate minimal disruption to the sanctuary 
while the work is being done.  
 

Please know that this Fall both Trustees and Session will be meeting with historic preserva-
tion experts to start the process of conducting a survey of our historic campus, last done in 
1939.  We are proud of being on the National Register of Historic Places and strive to be 
good stewards of our property.  Results will help educate and inform us on what’s needed to 
guide us into the next century.        

 Please see the inside front cover of the bulletin for an update on the Oak Tree. 

BRPC YOUth Group (formerly known as Senior High Fellowship) 
This newly revised energetic group will kick-off on Sunday, September 11 in the Youth 
Center with a Potluck Dinner.  All students in grades 9-12 are invited to attend.  Come and 
make new friends, grow spiritually and be a part of the fun and fellowship! Contact Michelle 
Ortega at michellebelleslp@verizon.net for more information.  
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SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 4 

Worship, 9:30 am .............................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 9:30 am ...................  Westminster Hall 
Lemonade in the Shade, 10:30 am....  Patio 

MONDAY—SEPTEMBER 5 

Church Office Closed for Labor Day Holiday 

TUESDAY—SEPTEMBER 6 

Walk & Talk, 8:30 am ......................  Off-Site 
Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Session, 7:30 pm ...............................  Parlor 

WEDNESDAY—SEPTEMBER 7  

300th Committee, 7:30 pm ...............  Library 

THURSDAY—SEPTEMBER 8 

Women’s Small Group, 9:30 am ......  Youth Center 
Choral Read, 7:30 pm .......................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm ..............  Westminster Hall 

FRIDAY—SEPTEMBER 9 

SATURDAY—SEPTEMBER 10 
No Oak Table Service 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bonnie Diehl 

Moderator of Deacons 
Karen Skoglund 

September 11 
Fall Kickoff Sunday 
One Worship Service  
9:30 a.m.—Sanctuary 

“Disciples Love Their Neighbor” 
Romans 12: 9-21 

Mission Participants, preaching 

Followed by food, fun and fellowship! 
Join us for a fresh approach  

to a loved tradition! 
 

300th Anniversary Celebration Update 
At kick-off, the Tri-Centennial Committee will 
introduce some exciting new 300th Anniver-
sary items celebrating the wonderful history 
and tradition of BRPC. Please check our web-
site, Facebook page and the weekly e-mail this 
coming week for more details.  We look for-
ward to seeing everyone on Kick-Off Sunday! 

 


