
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

February 18 and 19, 2017 

 

“You have heard that it was said,  
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  

But I say to you,  
Love your enemies  

and pray for those who persecute you . . .” 
 

                            ~ Matthew 5:43-44 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu.  

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .  
 10:15 a.m. Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 and younger .  Children in pre-
school through grade 5 will be invited to leave for Sunday School, and Middle School students 
will be invited to attend Bibles & Bagels, following the Message for Children.  All children in 
grades 3 and up will be invited to remain in worship with their families on the first Sunday of 
the month.   

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 February 18, 2017                                                      oak table service 

       (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

   

  PRELUDE   

  GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

*GATHERING SONGS             I Could Sing of Your Love Forever                   by Martin Smith                                              

                                                                      Sanctuary                                                   HYMN 701                       
   

  OPENING PRAYER       
    

  SCRIPTURE                             Matthew 5: 38-48                  
   

  MESSAGE                                                                        Rev. Dennis W. Jones  
               

  OFFERING  
   

  SPECIAL MUSIC               The Steadfast Love of the Lord                             HYMN 59   

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

   

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

 

 *CLOSING SONG                                       Step By Step                                          HYMN 743   
                                                                                                                                

 CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
       

           



 

Order of Worship 

9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel; 10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
 February 19, 2017                                                                 seventh sunday in ordinary time 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

 

 PRELUDE  (10:15)  Blessed Jesus, We Are Here, BWV 732 Johann Sebastian Bach 

   Arioso from Cantata No. 156 
   Adrienne Pavur, organ   
  
  LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (10:15)  Acolyte Teresa Jones 

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                Jordan Goodwin  
       

            Leader: Happy are those whose way is blameless, Psalm 119: 1,2      
   People: who walk in the law of the Lord. 
   Leader: Happy are those who keep the Lord’s decrees,   . 
          People:  who seek the Lord with their whole heart.    
          Leader:   Come, let us worship God.                      
               

*OPENING HYMN              Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                            HYMN 611  

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                 

  God of glory, we confess  
  that we have not sought your face.  
  We love to hate our enemies                         
  and fail to love our neighbors. 
  We love to quote commandments 
  and fail to love our God. 
  Forgive us; give us grace.  
  Teach us the way of your Word, 
  and transform our living to show the wonder of your love.  
  In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

    

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        We Are Forgiven                                               HYMN 447 

     We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 
   Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
   We are forgiven. We are forgiven.   
   Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

        
 
                                                                                      
 
                                                                                             

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

 *THE PEACE                                                                                                

 Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 
    Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 WORDS OF WELCOME                                               

 PASSING OF THE WELCOME PADS   

 MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN (10:15)                    Jacqueline  Obregon 
          (Children ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School;  

              Middle school students are invited to Bibles & Bagels.) 

*HYMN (10:15)                    When In Our Music God Is Glorified                         HYMN 641 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                       Matthew 5: 38-48                       (10:15) Stephen Klinger 

       Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  People:  Thanks be to God.  

 SERMON                         Loving Your Enemies                  Rev. Dennis W. Jones  

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                               

      OFFERTORY                                           Adagio                                                   John Stanley  

    Adrienne Pavur, organ    
 

     *DOXOLOGY                                                HYMN 606 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

           For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

*CLOSING HYMN                               Take My Life                                             HYMN 697 

*BENEDICTION     

*POSTLUDE                                                  Fanfare                                           Kenneth Leighton  

          Adrienne Pavur, organ    

     Special thanks to Adrienne Pavur, for sharing her gift of music with us                            
             while Chris Fortin is on vacation. 

          Dr. Maureen Paterson is away on vacation in Scotland  

        and will return on Saturday, February 25. 



 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Helen Koenig, in loving memory of her husband Edward Koenig, whose birthday was 
February 18th. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion. If you would like to donate  
an arrangement, please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844;  
e-mail address, debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Mark and Debbie Carroll, Wendy Potter and  
Jean Lamp. 

Join us for Coffee and Fellowship in Westminster Hall following both services.  

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Our congregation’s hands on mission located on the Bernardsville Presbyteri-
an Church campus continues to serve the hungry in our community. We are, 
once again, going to start collecting food each month to help stock the pantry 
shelves. For the month of February, our food donation item is 24 oz. of Vege-
table Oil.  Please br ing your  donations to the church house. Thanks for  your  suppor t! 

IHN - Inter-Faith Hospitality Network—Thanks! 
It was a great blessing to host 3 moms and 8 children ranging in ages from 6 months to 10 
years. Many volunteers commented that this group was very special in that the children were 
well mannered, polite and wanting to help. It was also unique because they had a “snow day” 
where they could sleep longer, play in the snow, bake cookies and play many games.  A big 
thank you to Stu Conway for going above and beyond and spending the night and day with us 
and to David Brownlee not only for setting up our “home,” but checking on us during the 
snowstorm.  Our other faithful church members who participated, as well as new members 
who joined us for the first time, were Joy Schmitt, Ruth Bashe, Evelyn Gruening, Maureen 
Paterson, Sally Warman, Estrid Jones, Hal Slapin, Bobbi and Mike Rountree, Carol and Rich-
ard Skidmore, Betty Hahn, Sue Frantz, Maggie and Mike Skow, Jill and Tom Brown, James 
Crainey, Tom Eicher, Loren Alexis, Suzanne Van Loon, Brigid and Charlotte McGuire, 
Michelle Ortega and Rudy Hyzer & the Boy Scouts, who readily helped unload and reload the 
beds.  A big thank you also goes to Dennis Jones for his understanding when the police were 
called to investigate unknown noises upstairs, as he was thought to be the culprit; however, the 
noise was heard before he arrived and since he sent the officers away, he put on his old police 
“hat,” and discovered the noise had actually been from someone shaking the locked door. Our 
guests were very appreciative of the generosity of time and talents we provided, as well as a 
feeling of being safe. Grateful thanks to all. We are always in need of volunteers, so if you 
want a gratifying, heart-warming experience, please sign up online or contact Joan Eichhorn 
908 350 3110. Thanks be to God for His goodness & grace. Our next hosting week begins 
Easter Sunday at 5:30 p.m. (April 16

th
- 23

rd
). 



 

Fellowship 

Religion and Politics: Temptation, Tool or Task 
March 12 at 4 p.m. in the Parlor 
Americans often seem to be confused about religion and politics. Separation of church and 
state is embedded in our Constitution, and we prize the freedom of each individual to hold 
any faith, or none. But we also expect our leaders and our neighbors to be people of faith – 
preferably a faith much like our own. The basic reasons for these confusions are themselves 
religious. The ambivalence about religion and politics comes from the multiple Christian 
traditions that have mixed it up in our religious life since the Puritans, Baptists, Anglicans, 
and Quakers argued with each other, long before the American Revolution. In those Chris-
tian traditions, three historic ways of thinking about politics stand out. American Christians 
have thought of politics as a temptation, as a tool, and as a task – a calling or a vocation. 
Each of those ways of thinking has a history, but they’re still very much with us today. 
 

Robin Lovin is a Senior  Research Fellow at the Center  of Theological In-
quiry in Princeton, NJ and Cary Maguire University Professor of Ethics emeritus 
at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. He was Dean of SMU’s Per-
kins School of Theology from 1994-2002 and has also taught at Drew, Emory, 
and the University of Chicago. He is also an ordained minister in the United 
Methodist Church. 

Spiritual Development 

Adult Small Group—Begins February 26 at 9 a.m. in the Parlor—led by Charles King 
Bursting Our Bubbles: Bible-Based Dialogues 
The 2016 American presidential election cycle and subsequent events have highlighted a situ-
ation that has been building for a number of years: We are living in an increasingly polarized 
society, with strongly divided opinions on key public issues.  Many have observed that we are 
increasingly living in “bubbles,” where we interact almost exclusively with others of the same 
persuasion and find the views of those outside out own chosen community of contacts incom-
prehensible.   This series of discussions will consider ways we can escape our bubbles by us-
ing the Bible as a resource to consider how we can talk to those whose viewpoints are differ-
ent from ours and to explore opposing views about some controversial current public issues.    



 

BRPC Tricentennial 

You Can Still Catch the Spirit at BRPC this year! 
Spirit and Little Spirit are our mid-week programs of music and Christian education for chil-
dren ages 3 years to grade 5. 

Little Spirit: children ages 3 through kindergarten meet Tuesdays from 4-4:45 p.m. 
Spirit: children in grades 1-5 meet Tuesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. It’s not too late to be a part of 
this wonderful Children’s Ministry Music program! Please sign up on our website brpc.org 
or contact Jackie Obregon or Beth Donley for more information. 
 

Spring Musical Coming Up 
Children and Family Ministries will be performing a Spring musical at the 10:15 a.m. 
worship service on May 14th, Mother's Day. All children are welcome and we are hope-
ful to get a large number of participants to be a part of this special musical offering.  Re-
hearsals will begin February 28 on Tuesday afternoons from 4:45 to 5:30 p.m.  We 
would like to get an approximate headcount to support this offering. Please respond to 
Beth Donley.  

Children & Family Ministries 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Please join us for an informal gathering of the Prayer Shawl Ministry on Thursday, March 2 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Church House Parlor.  Light refreshments will be served.  All levels of 
knitting and crocheting are welcome, as are all those who are interested in learning more 
about the ministry. For more information, please contact Jean Dorr (908-766-0228) or Sally 
Warman (908-766-0490). 

Deacon’s Ministry 



 



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Session 

Session Highlights—February 

Souper Sunday Thanks! 
Thank you!  Our Souper Sunday fundraiser raised $2668 which will directly support the 
Sr. High Workcamp this summer!  I also want to thank the parents and others who made 
the soup, the Youth & Young Adult Ministries Committee members who shopped, deco-
rated the room, & heated up the soup!  Thanks to the youth who served the soup and 
helped in other ways behind the scenes. Thanks to Michael Pellegrino and Jardiniere Fi-
ne Flowers for the balloons & table centerpieces.  Finally, a big thanks to our congrega-
tion for your generous support. It was a great event!  (If you haven't picked up your soup 
pot, you can find them in the Westminster Hall Kitchen.)  ~ Gary Ingram 

Oak Tree 

Oak Tree Documentary 
Local filmmaker Michael Reynolds is making a documentary about the great oak tree.  
He is requesting residents to share any photos, artwork, and film or video footage that 
includes the tree.  Examples would be photos, artwork and postcards of the tree, along 
with videos of weddings or parades.  All material will be handled with care, digitized and 
returned.  All sources will be given full credit in the film.  For more information, contact 
Reynolds at mars92@optonline.net or (908)-340-4002. 

 
 The Oak Tree Task Force updated Session on the plans to take down the Oak Tree this 

spring.  To help fund this effort, the Oak Tree Tasking Force proposed a motion to con-
duct a fundraiser reception at the Pollaro Furniture Facility in Hillside, NJ to enhance 
community awareness and to financially assist in the efforts involved in addressing and 
caring for the memorializing of the Oak Tree. Session passed the motion. 

 

 In response to the question about Mission spending that was raised at the Congregational 
Meeting on January 29, Session had a very positive and thoughtful discussion regarding 
our level of Mission spending and the many other ways our Congregation supports Mis-
sion apart from the monies earmarked in the budget.  After this discussion, Session 
passed a motion to make a one-time increase to Mission spending during 2017 of 
$2000.00.  Session members also agreed to continue to assess their individual Council 
budgets during this year with the consideration of making a direct contribution the Mis-
sion budget later in 2017. 

 

 The Personnel Council outlined plans for interim leadership for our Senior High Youth 
Program to bridge us through during the search process for a new full-time Director of 
Ministry to Youth.  

      A full copy of the minutes are always available for review at the Church Office. 
 
 



 

Women’s Ministry 

For more information, or to register, contact Christine Whitlock, 
908.204.0980, chris123w@gmail.com or sign up online at  

brpc.org/events/womens-retreat-2/ 
 

Partial scholarships are available. 
 
Receipt of $30 registration fee by February 23 will be required to 
complete your registration. (Please make checks payable to The 
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church.) 
 
Bring your Bible, a journal or notebook, and a pen or pencil. 
Directions and schedule will be provided to registrants. 

mailto:chris123w@gmail.com


 

Weekly Calendar 
SUNDAY—FEBRUARY 19 

Early Bird Study, 8:00 am ................  Library 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ................  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:15 am .................  Westminster Hall 
Bibles & Bagels, 10:15 am ...............  Library 
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—FEBRUARY 20 

Church Office Closed for Holiday 

TUESDAY—FEBRUARY 21 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Spirit Program, 4:00 pm ...................  Westminster Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Small Group, 7:00 pm ......................  Off-Site 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Samuel Brown Comm., 7:30 pm ......  Library  

WEDNESDAY—FEBRUARY 22  

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am ........  Parlor 
Youth Music, 5:00 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
Personnel Council, 7:30 pm .............  Library 

THURSDAY—FEBRUARY 23 

Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 pm ............................ Knox Rom 
Scout #351, 7:30 pm ................................ Youth Center 
Oratorio Choir, 8:30 pm ............................ Knox Room 

FRIDAY—FEBRUARY 24 

SATURDAY—FEBRUARY 25 

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............. Westminster Hall 
 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones ......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson ......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Seminarian 
 Jordan Goodwin ....................... 941-780-1505 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack.............................. 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ........................................ ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ...................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Pam Smith  .......................................... ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ...................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  ................................. ext. 16 
Juan Alvarez 

 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bonnie Diehl 

Moderator of Deacons 
Karen Skoglund 

Looking Ahead... 
March 1 

Ash Wednesday Services 
12 noon—Chapel 

7 p.m.—Westminster Hall 

Mark Your Calendars 
June 10 and 11 

300th Celebration Weekend! 


