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“I have learned things in the dark  

that I could never have learned in the light,  
things that have saved my life over and over again,  

so that there is really only one logical conclusion.  

I need darkness as much as I need light.”    
~Barbara Brown Taylor 

  

 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu.  

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .  
 10:15 a.m. Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 and younger .  Children in pre-
school through grade 5 will be invited to leave for Sunday School, and Middle School students 
will be invited to attend Bibles & Bagels, following the Message for Children.  All children in 
grades 3 and up will be invited to remain in worship with their families on the first Sunday of 
the month.   

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 *Those who are able are invited to stand. 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 March 11, 2017                                                      oak table service 

       (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

  PRELUDE   

  GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

*GATHERING SONGS                             Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                                             
                                                          Open the Eyes of My Heart                          

  OPENING PRAYER       
    

  SCRIPTURE                                John 3: 1-17                  
   

  MESSAGE                     Dr. Maureen Paterson                                                        
               

  OFFERING  
   

  SPECIAL MUSIC           My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness             by Keith Getty and  

                 Stuart Townend  
           

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

   

   PRAYER RESPONSE     (Each time the minister says “O Lord, hear our prayer”,  

                                             the congregation is invited to sing the prayer response below) 

             O Lord, Hear My Prayer (vs. 1)                          HYMN 471 

 O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 When I call, answer me.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

        O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

 

 *CLOSING SONG             I Could Sing of Your Love Forever  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
       

           



 

Order of Worship 

9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel; 10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
 March 12, 2017                                                                             second sunday in lent 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

 

 PRELUDE  (10:15)  Nocturne No. 5 in C Minor by Cynthia Dobrinski 

   Knox Bell Choir   
  
  LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (10:15)  Acolyte Armani Obregon  

  WORDS OF WELCOME                                               (10:15) Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                          
       

            Leader: When we are happy, when we are full of sadness.    
   People: God welcomes us with love.    
   Leader: When we are bewildered, when we are full of questions.   . 
          People:  God welcomes us with love.    
          Leader:  When we are joyful, when we are full of wonder. 
          People:  God welcomes us with love.            
               

*OPENING HYMN         O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High           HYMN 618 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                 
 God, you loved this world so much that you sent your son, Jesus Christ 
 to live and die among us, in order that we might have life. 
 Forgive us for keeping that abundant life to ourselves, 
 for jealously hoarding your generous gifts, 
 for choosing self-interest over compassion and justice. 
 Teach us what it means to live as children of the light, 
 generously sharing your abundance  
 with our brothers and sisters in need. Amen.    
    

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        You Have Lifted Me Out                              by Chris Fortin 

    

   

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
 
                                                                                      
 
                                                                                             



 
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                

 Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 
    Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                             John 3: 1-17         p.93 

       Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  People:  Thanks be to God.  

 MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN (10:15)                                       Jordan Goodwin 

          (Children ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School;  

              Middle school students may go to Bibles & Bagels .) 

*HYMN (10:15)                             Let the Whole Creation Cry                                HYMN 679 

 SERMON                                      Faith in the Shadows                Dr. Maureen Paterson  

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                             

      PASSING OF THE WELCOME PADS   

   OFFERTORY (10:15)                   God So Loved the World                               by John Stainer  

    Sanctuary Choir  
 

     *DOXOLOGY                                                HYMN 606 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION                         

 PRAYER RESPONSE   (Each time the minister says “O Lord, hear our prayer”,  
                                                         the congregation is invited to sing the prayer response below) 

          O Lord, Hear My Prayer (vs.1)                          HYMN 471 

           O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 When I call, answer me.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

        O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

 THE  LORD’S PRAYER 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Michael and Judy Pasnik, in loving memory of Michael’s mother, Margaret T. Pasnik. 

~ By Sue Ellen Holleman, in loving memory of Jerry Holleman and in celebration of daugh-
ter, Erin Holleman Farrell’s birthday.  

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion. If you would like to donate  
an arrangement, please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844;  
e-mail address, debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

*CLOSING HYMN                  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                 HYMN 716 

*BENEDICTION     

*POSTLUDE                                               Postlude in D                                        by Julius André 

         

Thank you to Dick Bedner for making the cross that we will use in the Chapel and the Oak 
Table worship services throughout Lent.  The cross is made from branches of our Oak Tree. 

Our gratitude is also expressed to Stu Conway, for his wonderful artwork 
illustrating our Lenten Scripture passages of encounters with Jesus. 

MY RESPONSE to Today’s Message 
17 Here’s the point. God didn’t send His Son into the world to judge it; instead, He is here to 
rescue a world headed toward certain destruction. - John 3:17 

1. How might God be inviting you to respond to the message you heard today?  

2. Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the cover of darkness, perhaps he was afraid of being seen, 
perhaps conflicted between his old beliefs and this new message from Jesus.  Where are the 
places in your faith where you are harboring doubts and questions? How can you move 
deeper in your faith this Lent as you explore these areas? 

3. Some of us have had “born again” experiences, others of us came by our faith through 
lifelong nurture and more gradually.  Think about your faith story, how would you describe 
your relationship with Jesus?  If  you  had to describe your faith to someone else, how would 
you do that? 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Charlotte Peterman, Helen Mallon, Isak Hilde  
and Sawyer Melick. 

Join us for Coffee and Fellowship in Westminster Hall following the 9:00 a.m. service, 
hosted by Susan Frantz, and following the 10:15 a.m. service, hosted by Joan & Scott Eich- 
horn. 

The Rosebuds on the Communion Table celebrate the births of : 

Mary Ellen on 2/20, daughter of Brian and Katie Zurich. 
Calvin John on 3/6, son of Chris and Sarah Creswell, grandson of Carroll and Becky Creswell. 



 

Religion and Politics: Temptation, Tool or Task 
Today at 4 p.m. in the Parlor 
Americans are often confused about religion and politics. Separation of church and state is 
embedded in our Constitution, and we prize the freedom of each individual to hold any faith, 
or none. But we also expect our leaders and our neighbors to be people of faith – preferably a 
faith much like our own. The basic reasons for these confusions are themselves religious. 
The ambivalence about religion and politics comes from the multiple Christian traditions that 
have mixed it up in our religious life since the Puritans, Baptists, Anglicans, and Quakers 
argued with each other, long before the American Revolution. In those Christian traditions, 
three historic ways of thinking about politics stand out. American Christians have thought of 
politics as a temptation, as a tool, and as a task – a calling or a vocation. Each of those ways 
of thinking has a history, but they’re still very much with us today. Join us as we welcome 

Robin Lovin to lead us in a discussion about this topic. Lovin is a Senior  Research Fel-
low at the Center of Theological Inquiry in Princeton and Cary Maguire University Professor 
of Ethics emeritus at Southern Methodist University in Texas. He was Dean of SMU’s Per-
kins School of Theology from 1994-2002 and has also taught at Drew, Emory, and the Uni-
versity of Chicago. He is also an ordained minister in the United Methodist Church. 

Spiritual Development 

Adult Small Group—9 a.m. in the Parlor—led by Charles King 
Bursting Our Bubbles: Bible-Based Dialogues 
The 2016 presidential election cycle and subsequent events have highlighted that we are liv-
ing in an increasingly polarized society, with strongly divided opinions on key public issues.  
Increasingly, we live in “bubbles,” where we interact almost exclusively with others of the 
same persuasion. Join us as we discuss ways to escape our bubbles by using the Bible as a 
resource to help us talk to those with different viewpoints and explore controversial issues.    

Early Bird Study Begins Today 
The Early Bird Bible Study is discussing a Lenten series focused on events from Passion 
Week.  The Early Birds meet in the Church House library at 7:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings 
for coffee and fellowship, followed by a study from 8-8:45 a.m.  Visitors and new comers are 
always welcome! 

Lenten Wednesday Bible Study  The Women's Bible group is studying the "I Am" say-
ings of Jesus during Lent.  Join us in the Parlor on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:30 
a.m.  New members are always welcome and you can pop in when your schedule allows.   

Oak Table Service 

Oak Table Service Potluck Dinner 
 Join us for a potluck dinner after the Oak Table Service on Saturday, March 25.  We will 
share in a time of food and fellowship together.  Check the website to sign up.   



 

Lenten Devotionals  
Please pick up a Lenten Devotional booklet, Meeting Jesus,  in Westminster Hall, the Nar-
thex or the Chapel to begin your Lenten journey “Encounters with Jesus.” 

The Season of Lent 

Lent 2017 at BRPC  - “Encounters with Jesus” 
Lent is the 40-day season of the Christian year where Chris-
tians focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting, in order to 
grow closer to God.  It is a season of taking stock of one’s 
life in general and one’s spiritual life in particular, and to 
seek repentance, renewal, and rebirth.  This Lent, our theme 
is Encounters with Jesus. Together, we will meet the peo-
ple who met Jesus.  We will learn from their joys and 
their struggles, from what they discovered and from what 
they totally missed.  In the midst of that we will open our 
own hearts and minds to the transformative encounters that 
our Lord yearns to have with each of us here and now.   

Lenten Music and Meditation Services 
These short services of music, readings and prayer of-
fer a quiet time out of our busy schedule during the sea-
son of Lent.  All services take place at 12 noon in the 
Sanctuary on Wednesdays and will be followed by a 
light lunch in Westminster Hall for $7.  No reservation 
needed. 

March 15 Music of the 19th Century 
  Kathryn Krasovec, mezzo soprano, Christopher Fortin, piano   

March 22 Music of the 20th Century 
  Featuring musicians from Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 

Lenten Special Offering  
During the Lenten season we invite you to make a contribution to a special 
mission offering which will benefit God's Co-op Pantry.  Founded in 2011 by 
a small group of women from BRPC the Pantry aims to provide food security 
to residents living in our local community.  We distribute 300 bags a month 
to residents from Ridge Oak, veterans from the Community of Hope and lo-
cal families and individuals.  Your monetary and food donations keep this program in opera-
tion.  For the month of March our food donation item is 1 lb. bags of dried black beans.   
During the Lenten season we will also be collecting Meseca Flour (4 lb. bag), Vegetable Oil 
(28 oz.), dried black beans and powdered chicken bullion. Please bring your donations to the 
church house. Thank you for your support! 



 

Mission Spotlight for March: Good News Home for Women, Flemington, NJ 
The mission of the Good News Home is to provide a comprehensive long and short-term resi-
dential substance abuse treatment program that offers a professional, non-denominational, 
Christian approach, focusing on healing the total woman utilizing Christian 12-steps, addic-
tion counseling, life skills and spiritual counseling to overcome drug addiction, with integrat-
ed treatment for clients who have been diagnosed with co-occurring mental disorders. 
 
Underlying their mission is the basic philosophy that faith in God can do for us that we can-
not do for ourselves.  In the past BRPC has supported the Good News Home for Women 
through our giving to the Presbytery mission budget.  In recent years we have opted to give 
directly to this organization and are excited to welcome a representative from the home to be 
with us on April 2nd to share more of their story.   
 
Mission Potluck Luncheon - April 2nd following 10:15 a.m. worship 
Plan to join us in Westminster Hall as we welcome Robin Jackson, the Development Director 
of the Good News Home for Women who will share with us about the work and mission of 
the organization.  We will also assemble hygiene kits for women in the program and need 
your help in collecting: Toothpaste; Toothbrushes; Shampoo; Conditioner; Lotion; Soap; San-
itary Items.  Collection boxes are in the Narthex, Westminster Hall and the Church Office.   

Mission 

Youth Music Scholarship 

The Nancy Childs Knobloch Music Scholarship 
This Scholarship is intended to support the music education of the youth and young adults 
of our church family. It was established in honor of Nancy’s retirement after 45 years of 
loving service.  Additional gifts may be given to this scholarship at any time. 
 
The scholarship will be used to help defray the costs of attending an established vocal or 
piano music program such as: 
 Pre-college program at a nearby college or music school (The Juilliard School, Manhat-

tan School of Music, Montclair State University, Westminster Choir College, etc.). 
 Westminster Choir College Summer Programs for High School and Middle School Mu-

sicians. 
 New Jersey Youth Chorus tuition or special educational trips. 
 Presbyterian Association of Musicians at Summer Worship Conference at Montreat, 

North Carolina or Westminster College, New Wilmington, Pennsylvania. 
 Or a program similar to the above subject to the approval of the scholarship committee. 
 
Eligibility: The recipient must be enter ing grade 6 through 12 and be a member , or  
child of a member of The Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge, New Jersey. 
 
The applicant should complete the application form  (found online at brpc.org) and send it 
to BPRC, attention Worship and Music Council, Scholarship Coordinator. 



 

 

Spring Musical Rehearsals have Begun 
Our Children will be performing a Spring musical at the 10:15 a.m. worship service on 
May 14th, Mother's Day. We had a wonderful gathering of children this past Tuesday that 
are interested in being in the spring musical. Please note the times that children will be prac-
ticing on Tuesday afternoons:  
Children ages 3 through kindergarten will practice from 4-4:45 p.m. in the music room. 
Children in grades 1-5 will practice at 4:45–5:30 p.m. in the music room. We are still wel-
coming children to be part of this great ministry.  Please see Beth Donley or Jackie Obregon 
during fellowship time to sign up. 

Children & Family Ministries 

Friends of Music  
We invite you to play an important role in the music ministry of BRPC this year by 
making a contribution to the Friends of Music in Basking Ridge.  These gifts from you, 
members and friends, have enabled us to continue a joyful tradition of presenting special 
music events each year.  These events include our Christmas Oratorio, Spring Oratorio, 
Lenten Music and Meditation Services, Jazz Sunday Service, Spring Children’s Musical 
and other dynamic programs with guest musicians throughout the year.  No funds from 
the general operating budget of the church go to support our special music endeavors.  
They are completely funded by your faithful gifts and by offerings taken at each event.  
Any amount you are moved to contribute is greatly appreciated.  Thank you for your 
generous support.  
  

   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  

Friends of Music in Basking Ridge 

Please accept my donation for the Friends of Music in Basking Ridge for 2017 

  
Name __________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________ 

Amount of Gift ______________ 
  
Please return this form with your check  (payable to "The Presbyterian Church")  to: 

                          The Presbyterian Church 
            1 East Oak Street, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
  

Friends of Music 

Easter Egg Hunt– Palm Sunday, April 9 
Join us for our Easter Egg Hunt this year on Palm Sunday, April 9  at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Allen Street Park.  Mark your calendars and plan to be there for an egg-
cellent time! 



 

History of Women in the Church 

Mention of women in our early history was limited, alt-
hough we have a few interesting stories of special women of 
the time. On December 13, 1776 Basking Ridge became the 
center of attention in our War of Independence as General 
Charles Lee, second in command under George Washington, 
was arrested by the British at the Widow White’s Tavern.  
The Widow White’s first marriage was to Samuel Brown, 
who died in 1763 (ref. Samuel Brown Society!) and then remarried Ebenezer White 
and became widowed again. Thus Mary Brown White, a member of our church, was 
the proprietor of the tavern where this dramatic event occurred.  

Mary Lewis was born in Basking Ridge in 1763.  Mary and her husband, Joseph Kin-
nan, moved to Western Virginia where, in 1791, the family was attacked by Indians.  
Mary survived and was taken captive to the Detroit area.  Somehow she managed to 
get a message out via an army courier which eventually reached her brother, Jacob, in 
Basking Ridge.  Jacob launched a successful rescue effort that returned Mary to 
Basking Ridge, where she lived to age 85 and is buried in our cemetery.  

In the second half of the 19 th century, we begin to see women taking leadership posi-
tions in our church life.  In April of 1872, the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society 
was formed with our pastor John Rankin’s wife, Nancy, as its first president. With 
eleven charter members, the Society grew to 100 by 1875. Contributions were made 
both abroad to schools in India and Syria as well as locally to mission work in Liber-
ty Corner.  In 1902 a Ladies’ Aid Society was created as a second women’s group.  
The Women’s Foreign Missionary Society and Ladies’ Aid Society were merged in 
the 1930’s to the Women’s Guild (and subsequently Presbyterian Women) which 
became a fixture in its service to the church over the balance of the 20 th century.  

Among the first church female officers in the Presbyterian denomination was Nettie 
Allen who served as a Trustee from 1933 to 1945.  Nettie was also our church histori-
an for many years.  She recorded the names of all of those buried in the church yard, 
and recorded all of the epitaphs that she could find. In 1946, Miss Marjorie R Carna-
han was brought in as fulltime youth director, and our history says that “her warm, 
friendly personality drew the young people to Church House after school hours like a 
magnet.”  Our first woman Deacon was Clara Mastrobitista who was ordained in 
1952 in our Bernardsville Italian Chapel. Our first woman Elder was Martha W. Ellis, 
who was ordained in 1957. 

The first recorded planned gift to our church in the modern era was a bequest from Fannie 
Bockoven Childs. Fannie was born on her family farm on Mt Kemble Ave in 1854, was 
married to Frederick Childs by Reverend Rankin in 1878 and finally passed away in 1924.  
In her will she created a trust to support her granddaughter until adulthood. Then in 1951 
the remainder of the trust was transferred to the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church. 

Over the succeeding years women have increasingly taken part in all aspects of our church 
life. In many cases, women now form the backbone of leadership for our Deacons, Elders, 
Trustees as well as staff and clergy.  

Tricentennial Focus for March 



 

Oak Tree Update 

Oak Tree Task Force Update 

In our November 6th Celebration Service of the life of our Historic White Oak Tree, we 
outlined several areas that our Task Force would be dealing with as we prepare for the 
removal of our special tree and plan for memorials to ensure its place in our future.  Alt-
hough much of our activity has been publicized in various media outlets, we wanted to 
send a special note to the congregation summarizing our efforts to date. 
 

Tree Removal--a team led by John Smith prepared a bid document outlining the require-
ments for the job which was given to 4 area tree companies.  After careful consideration, 
the contract was awarded to Keiling Tree Company.  Keiling Tree has been active in 
both efforts to save the tree over the past year as well as the initial pruning of the tree 
done just prior to the November 6th service. The timing for the removal has been sched-
uled for the week of April 24th. 
 

Fundraising Reception at Pollaro Furniture--at the February meetings of Session and 
Trustees, a fundraising event was approved as a community effort to help with the costs 
associated with removing the tree as well as subsequent costs for trucking, sawmills, 
wood storage and the creation of a memorial at the site of the tree. Bernards Township, 
The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills and The Friends of Ross Farm have all 
joined us in sponsoring this event. The reception is scheduled for Wednesday, April 
19th at the Pollaro Furniture facility in Hillside, NJ.  A detailed invitation has been in-
cluded in this week's email to the congregation. 
 

Tree Lighting/Illumination--just prior to the Christmas Eve carol sing, spot lights were 
installed around the Oak Tree to illuminate the tree. These lights are on a timer and 
come on at dusk and remain on for 8 hours.  The illumination is planned to continue 
through the winter and up until the removal as a farewell gesture to its long tenure in our 
community. 
 

Donation of a "baby oak" -- As many of you recall, several seedlings were grown from 
acorns collected from our own oak tree through a program at Union County College led 
by Professor Tom Ombrello.  These seedlings were sold to raise funds for the renovation 
of our church cemetery.  Professor Ombrello planted one of the seedlings in his Historic 
Tree Grove on the college campus which has grown to about 25 ft tall at this time.  In 
response to the news that our Historic Oak Tree was dying and would need to be dis-
mantled, the Union County College administration has graciously offered this very spe-
cial "baby oak" to our church.  Although it cannot be 
planted on the exact location of its "parent", plans are be-
ing made to move the oak in early April and plant it on our 
church property. The costs for the move are included in 
the fundraising needs for the overall Historic Oak Tree 
project. 
 
 



 

Call for Pictures of other seedlings in the area--as part of our plans to memorialize our 
Historic Oak, were are looking for pictures of seedlings that have survived so that we 
can create a collage of our Historic Oak's progeny.  We have identified a few survivors, 
but we assume there are more.  Please contact the church office if you know of any of 
these seedlings--we would love to gather as many pictures as possible. 
 

Oak Tree Tee Shirt Contest--as a result of interest shown by our local school district, 
students at all levels have been discussing our Historic Oak Tree and its significance to 
the community.  One result has been a tee shirt contest at William Annin School which 
they developed in concert with The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills 
(THSSH).  We should be seeing these tee shirts around town soon!  Other plans involv-
ing our schools are currently being coordinated with the Task Force. 
 

THSSH Video--the Historical Society is in the process of creating a video highlighting 
the history of our Historic Oak Tree which will include interviews with town and church 
personnel, footage and photographs of the tree and much more. They are also sponsor-
ing an art show displaying the works of local artists featuring our Oak Tree which is be-
ing scheduled for later in the spring. 
 

Forward Plans--the Task Force is continuing to develop plans for wood creations from 
wood collected from our Oak Tree. The type and number of projects will be dependent 
on the quality and quantity of wood discovered as the tree is taken down. The Task 
Force is also developing plans for a memorial to be placed on the site of our Historic 
Oak. 
 

We want to thank everyone connected with this project for their efforts in making our 
work possible and helping to ensure that our tree is removed safely and with the dignity 
that it deserves. 
 

Respectfully, 
The Oak Tree Task Force 
Jon Klippel and Bill Emmitt, co-chairs 



 



 

Today’s Scripture Reading 

John 3:1-17 The Voice  

3 Nicodemus was one of the Pharisees, a man with some clout among his people. 2 He came 
to Jesus under the cloak of darkness to question Him. 

Nicodemus: Teacher, some of us have been talking. You are obviously a teacher who has 
come from God. The signs You are doing are proof that God is with You. 

At this time, Israel’s Roman occupiers have given a small group of Sadducees and Pharisees 
limited powers to rule, and Nicodemus is one of the Pharisees. He holds a seat on the ruling 
council known as the Sanhedrin, and surprisingly Nicodemus is among those who seek Je-
sus for His teaching. It appears that he believes more about Jesus than he wants others to 
know, so he comes at night. 

Jesus: 3 I tell you the truth: only someone who experiences birth for a second time can hope 
to see the kingdom of God. 

Nicodemus: 4 I am a grown man. How can someone be born again when he is old like me? 
Am I to crawl back into my mother’s womb for a second birth? That’s impossible! 

Jesus: 5 I tell you the truth, if someone does not experience water and Spirit birth, there’s no 
chance he will make it into God’s kingdom. 6 Like from like. Whatever is born from flesh 
is flesh; whatever is born from Spirit is spirit. 7 Don’t be shocked by My words, but I tell 
you the truth. Even you, an educated and respected man among your people, must be re-
born by the Spirit to enter the kingdom of God. 8 The wind blows all around us as if it has 
a will of its own; we feel and hear it, but we do not understand where it has come from or 
where it will end up. Life in the Spirit is as if it were the wind of God. 

Nicodemus: 9 I still do not understand how this can be. 

Jesus: 10 Your responsibility is to instruct Israel in matters of faith, but you do not compre-
hend the necessity of life in the Spirit? 11 I tell you the truth: we speak about the things we 
know, and we give evidence about the things we have seen, and you choose to reject the 
truth of our witness. 12 If you do not believe when I talk to you about ordinary, earthly 
realities, then heavenly realities will certainly elude you. 13 No one has ever journeyed to 
heaven above except the One who has come down from heaven—the Son of Man, who is 
of heaven. 14 Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. In the same way, the Son of 
Man must be lifted up; 15 then all those who believe in Him will experience everlasting 
life. 

16 For God expressed His love for the world in this way: He gave His only Son so that 
whoever believes in Him will not face everlasting destruction, but will have everlasting 
life. 17 Here’s the point. God didn’t send His Son into the world to judge it; instead, He is 
here to rescue a world headed toward certain destruction. 
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