
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

June 11, 2017 

300th Anniversary Sunday 
 

Our God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while life shall last 

And our eternal home. 

Photo of The Presbyterian Church under the Oak Tree, October 9, 1920. 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .   

10:15 am Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger . Children in pre
-school through grade 5 will be invited to leave for Sunday School following the Message for 
Children. Middle School Bibles & Bagels for students in grades 6-8 meets in the church house 
library following the Message for Children.  

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

10:15 ~ Sanctuary 
 June 11, 2017          300th anniversary sunday  

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

  

  PRELUDE                                            Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart                       arr. Michael R. Keller

                                                               Knox Bell Choir 
     

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                        Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

Leader:  Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.     
People:  Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.     
Leader:  Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us and we are his; 
People:  we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Leader:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
   give thanks to him and praise his name. 
People:  For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
   his faithfulness continues through all generations.     Psalm 100 

*OPENING HYMN                       Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                         HYMN 687  

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                Rev. James E. Morris 

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts:  
Cleanse us from all our offenses,  
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
that with reverent  and humble hearts    
we may draw near to you,  
confessing our faults, 
confiding in your grace,  
and finding in you our refuge and strength; 

            through Jesus Christ your Son.  Amen.      

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

                

     

      

   



 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE            You Have Lifted Me Out                         by Chris Fortin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:  I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

  WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                               

  PAM SMITH ANNIVERSARY AND RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

  OAK TREE QUILTERS PRESENTATION                                                            Jane Mahan   

   (Children ages 3 - grade 2 may go to Sunday School.   

                   Children in grades 3 and up are invited to remain in worship.) 

*HYMN                                          Arise Your Light Is Come!                            HYMN 744 
                                               Ethan Konicek, trumpet; Evelyn Estava, violin 

  SCRIPTURE LESSONS  John 1: 1-5                          Dr. J. Calvin K. Jackson 

   Matthew 5: 12-16     

  Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

  SERMON                                Mind the Light                                   Rev. Bob Beringer 

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING, 300TH BIRTHDAY GIFTS, AND  
    SAMUEL BROWN SOCIETY COMMITMENTS                                  Dr. Maureen Paterson 

   OFFERTORY                 The Majesty and Glory of Your Name               based on Psalm 8                                   

                                                            Sanctuary Choir                     Words by Linda Lee Johnson
                                     Music by Tom Fettke 



 

    

   

   
                                                                     

 *DOXOLOGY   Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow          HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION     

  RECOGNITION OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN MEMBERS FOR 50 YEARS OR LONGER 

  LITANY OF CELEBRATION            Rev. W. Alfred Tisdale 

Leader:  God spoke to create out of nothing.     

People: God is still speaking.     

Leader:  God spoke through the voice of the prophets like Micah 
    calling us to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. 

People: God is still speaking. 

Leader:  God is speaking through the living Word of Jesus proclaiming, 
   “You shall love the Lord your God...and you shall love your neighbor  
              as yourself.” 

People: God is still speaking. 

Leader:  God spoke through the letters of Paul who wrote, “There is nothing in  
     death or life, in the world as it is, or in the world as it shall be, nothing in 
    all creation that is able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
    our Lord.” 

People: God is still speaking. 

Leader:  God spoke when this congregation was first organized in 1717 and a log  
    cabin was built beside a tall and mighty oak tree as a gathering place for  
    worship. 

People: God is still speaking.  

Leader:  God spoke a word of grace and welcome and acceptance to generations of  
    individuals and families who came to this church seeking a place to be                        

    long and an opportunity to grow and to serve.  

People: God is still speaking. 

Leader:  God continues to be faithful to us this year and God will be faithful in all                                    
    the years to come. 

People: God is still speaking. 

Leader:  And still the Holy Spirit of God comes to us 

People: in new visions and new voices with the foundation of faith passed on  
    to us from yesterday. 

Leader:  God spoke in years gone by and God speaks to us today, and with the  
     blessing of God’s grace and love we seek to respond faithfully. 

People: Amen.  



 

 

Church Staff 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                               For All the Saints                                       HYMN 326 

*BENEDICTION         

 POSTLUDE                          Toccata from Organ Symphony No. 5      by Charles-Marie Widor 

         Mary Lou Stevens, organ 

Pam Smith Celebrates a Milestone Anniversary and Retirement! 
For the last thirty years, Pam Smith has been an integral part of the administrative staff of 
BRPC. We celebrate her tenure on her anniversary, but this celebration is a double-edged 
sword: Pam is retiring with her husband Marshall for life in Florida.  She is looking forward 
to continuing her love of swimming and hopes to become a bicyclist in the mild winter weath-
er.  She also plans to continue as a volunteer for victims of sexual assault.  In addition to be-
ing on staff, Pam worked in the church nursery for about fourteen years, giving her the chance 
to meet young families and their children.  For her, this was a true joy. 

Pam says coming to work has been a pleasure because of “what I do, where I do it, and who I 
do it with.” Her work has been a blessing to her and her family.  She describes her experience 
this way: “I am the person I am today because of working at BRPC, because of what I do and 
the people who have shared my journey.”  We congratulate Pam on her service to this church 
and wish her well in the next chapter of her life. 

New Church Office Hours: Effective Monday June 12 the church office schedule is:  
Monday thru Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Session has approved a motion from the Personnel Committee to change our office hours to 
better meet the needs of the church and the staff.  There is no change in the number of hours 
staff are working for us, rather the allocation of them. 
  

The Church House will be open on Fridays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for any who need access to 
the building. Pastoral emergency contact information is available at all times via the phone 
system. 

Church Office  

Although there will no longer be Lemonade in the Shade of the Oak Tree, there will be 
Lemonade on the Patio after each Sunday Summer Service beginning on June 18th and 
continuing through July and August.  Please consider volunteering to host a Sunday and 
share this hospitality with other Sunday worshippers.  To volunteer, or if you have ques-
tions, please contact Jean Wadsworth, 908-766-0620 or send an email to jeans-
donj@aol.com.  

mailto:jeansdonj@aol.com
mailto:jeansdonj@aol.com


 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By the 300th Anniversary Committee, in celebration of the 300th Anniversary of BRPC!    

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion. There are two pier openings on  
June 25 and July 2.  If you would like to donate an arrangement, please  
contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; e-mail address,  
debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Karen and Dan Cokewood and Rocio and Dan  
Campbell. 
Join us for Coffee and Fellowship following worship this morning in Westminster Hall. 

Jean Aurnhammer 
Nancy Croot Beaudry 
Betsey Bloom 
Bob Boye 
Nancy Boye 
Mary Lou Decker 
Bill Deem 
Mary Deem 
Jean Eld 
Peter Eld 
William Farmer 
George Fricke 
Carol Friend 
Pat Haines 
Scott Haines 
 
 

Ruth Herbert 
Dorothy Herklotz 
Mark Herklotz 
Jane Howe 
Joanne Howell 
Wanda Jenkins 
Dottie Klippel  
Rugh Klippel 
Jane Koop 
Ed Landis 
Joyce Lanigan 
Ginger Link 
Wayne Link 
Charlie Matheny 
Jane McArthur 
 

50 Year Church Members 
Join us as we recognize and celebrate our church family who have been members of our 
beloved BRPC for 50 years or more! 

Karen Morrison 
Peter O’Connor 
Judy Pasnik 
Marion Raiser 
Bob Reichenbach 
Herb Ryder 
Muriel Ryder 
Caryn Smith 
John Smith 
Morelle Sweet 
Bill Todt 
John Van Dyke 
Lynn Wallace 
Nancy Widmer 
Cynthia Wynant 

BRPC Summer Worship @ 5 and 9:30 

5:00 PM Saturday in Westminster  Hall 

9:30 AM Sunday in the Sanctuary 
 

*Summer Worship schedule begins June 17 and concludes September 10. 

 



 

BRPC Tricentennial Celebration 

*We are so excited with the overwhelmingly positive response to the picnic 
at Ross Farm!  Due to the large number of people, it might be a good idea 
to bring a lawn chair in case it is needed.  Please bring a blanket for chil-
dren to sit on to watch the Magic Show 



 

How can you say 
Happy Birthday and Thank You 

To BRPC? 
 

We invite you to make a special one-time “300
th

 birthday gift donation” to the church. 
Your gift can be brought to worship on June 11, mailed directly to the church, or made via a 
credit card on our Website, www.brpc.org. 

 
Thinking about a gift that will still be supporting BRPC 300 years from now? 
Consider remembering the church in your estate planning – join the Samuel Brown Society!   
For information about this simple, meaningful expression of faith please contact Janet Bent-
ley in the church office, jbentley@brpc.org or 908-766-1616. 

mailto:jbentley@brpc.org


 

Guest Worship Leaders 

We welcome our Guest Worship Leaders 
Today we give God thanks for the past 50 years of pastoral leadership at BRPC.  Specifical-
ly, we are honored to welcome back Dr. Calvin Jackson, Dr. James Morris, Rev. Al Tisdale, 
and Rev. Bob Beringer, as well as Mary Lou Stevens, our former Music Minister, as our 
guests today. 
 
J. Calvin K. Jackson, “Cal,” served as 16th Senior Pastor from 1975-1994.  After graduat-
ing from Princeton Seminary and the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, Cal served church-
es in Baltimore and Cincinnati before accepting the call from Basking Ridge.  Under Cal’s 
leadership, our congregation carefully navigated the new mobile society that first emerged in 
the 1960’s and continued throughout his ministry.  He did a great job in all aspects of his 
ministry with us.  He was a dynamic preacher and his eloquent, well-worded, creative ser-
mons were delivered with authority.  Upon his retirement, he was voted Pastor Emeritus by 
the congregation.   
 
James E. Morris, “Jim,” served as Associate Pastor from 1963 to 1999, bridging the minis-
tries of Bill Felmeth, Cal Jackson and Jeffrey Newlin.  He also served as Interim Moderator 
of Session and Interim Head of Staff.  Over the years, Jim contributed much to the life and 
work of the denomination, serving as Commissioner to the General Assembly and Modera-
tor of the Presbytery of Elizabeth.  In recognition of his 35 years of service, he was elected 
Pastor Emeritus for his rich and fruitful service to this church.  He is fondly remembered for 
his warmth, concern and friendliness which we continue to witness today with his occasional 
visits to our pulpit. 
 
W. Al fred Tisdale, Jr., “Al,” served as our 18th senior pastor from 2000 to 2006, and did 
so with much love and faithfulness. Al’s ministry followed a period of conflict and upheaval 
in the life of our church, and brought much healing and hope.  Al is a man of great spiritual 
depth, and cares deeply about the transformative power of a life rooted in prayer and atten-
tiveness to God’s presence among us.   
 
Robert Beringer, “Bob,” was a child of this church, born and baptized here.  He served as 
Pastor of the Hopewell and Metuchen churches until his retirement.  He returned to the pul-
pit of his childhood to help us during one of our many transition periods and as Interim Head 
of Staff 2007-2008.  Bob was a popular preacher with a great personality and a booming 
voice.  We thank Bob for serving as our announcer yesterday at the viewing stand at the pa-
rade, as well as being our guest preacher for our anniversary service this morning.  
 
Mary Lou Stevens served as Music Minister  from 1993 to 2014, dur ing which time she 
was a profound gift and blessing to our congregation.  A gifted musician and beloved leader, 
Mary Lou cares deeply about worship that connects with the mind as well as the heart. Dur-
ing her 22 years of ministry at BRPC, Mary Lou worked alongside children, youth and 
adults, impacting all of them in their love for God and the joy they discovered in making a 
joyful noise unto the Lord! 



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Children and Family Ministries 

Coming Soon...Vacation Bible School 2017!   
Maker Fun Factory 
For children ages 3—grade 5; Cost is $40 per child or $80 per family  
Dates/times: July 31-August 4, 9 a.m.–12 noon 
Register online now at brpc.org! 
Games, crafts, music, and dancing! Come learn about God's love for you! 
Spread the word to your family, friends, and neighbors! Would you like to help out dur-
ing VBS? To share your  time and talents, please contact Director  of Children & 
Family Ministries, Jacqueline Obregon. We need YOU, no matter your talents, skills, or 
particular availability! Childcare will be available for younger children of volunteers. 
We don't want cost to keep anyone from participating, so scholarships are available. 

Music Ministries 

Singers Needed! 
Calling all sopranos, altos, tenors and basses!  Sanctuary Choir needs you next season!  (Yes, 
you!)  Our fall rehearsals begin Thursday, September 7th at 7:30 p.m. in the choir 
room.  Contact Chris Fortin today at 908-953-9809 or cfortin@brpc.org.  It’s gonna be so fun! 
Visit us online and contribute to the future of music today! 
http://brpc.org/worship/friends-of-music/   
 

COLLEGE AGED FOLKS: 
Come for DINNER and FELLOWSHIP this Wednesday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m. at Ridge Pizza. 
All are welcome –please invite friends.  RSVP to Cathi at 908-240-2060.  Dinner is on us! 
 
YOUTH NEWS: 
SENIOR  YOUTH - this is the last weekend to turn in your WORKCAMP FORMS! Talk  
with Cathi or Gary if you haven't signed up yet, and would like to attend.  Maine Workcamp 
 is July 15 - 23. 
 
YOUTH ADVISOR PLANNING: 
All Sr High Workcamp Advisors are invited to attend a planning and training session next  
Saturday, June 17 at 11 a.m. Please RSVP to Cathi at 908-240-2060. After the meeting, feel 
free to join Cathi and Gary for a quick lunch.   
 
WORKCAMP PARTICIPANTS and PARENTS: 
ORIENTATION SESSION - please attend one: Sunday, June 18 from 10:30 - 11:30 
a.m. or Sun., June 25 from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 
ANNUAL YOUTH CAR WASH: 
Sunday, June 25 from 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
ALL are invited to come and support our Senior Youth as they raise funds for Workcamp. 

mailto:cfortin@brpc.org
http://brpc.org/worship/friends-of-music/


 

Saturday and Sunday, June 17 & 18 
Summer Schedule Begins 

 
Saturdays at 5 p.m. 

Oak Table Service in Westminster Hall 
 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
One Service of Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

Weekly Calendar 

300TH ANNIVRSARY CELEBRATION  WEEKEND 

SUNDAY—JUNE 11 

Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:15 am .................  Westminster Hall 
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
300th Picnic, 12:00 pm.....................  Ross Farm 

MONDAY—JUNE 12 

Pantry Committee, 1:30 pm .............  Parlor 
Worship Council, 7:00 pm ...............  Geneva Room 
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................  Youth Center 

Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ...........  Library 
Trustees, 7:30 pm .............................  Parlor 

TUESDAY—JUNE 13 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 

WEDNESDAY—JUNE 14  

Cemetery Heritage Comm., 7:30 pm  Geneva Room 

THURSDAY—JUNE 15 

Mary Circle, 12:00 pm ........................................ Parlor 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm ...............Westminster Hall 

FRIDAY—JUNE 16 

SATURDAY—JUNE 17 

Senior High Advisor Training, 11:00 am Youth Center 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
   

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Pam Smith  ........................................... ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Juan Alvarez 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bonnie Diehl 

Moderator of Deacons 
Karen Skoglund 


