
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

July 15 and 16, 2017 

 

 “Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can.” 
         ~ John Wesley  



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Summer Sunday Worship Service 
  9:30 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .  Children ages 
 3 - rising 2nd graders may go to Children’s Church. Rising 3rd graders and up are invited to 
 remain in worship. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 July 15, 2017                                                      oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   

  PRELUDE      

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS              Be Thou My Vision                                                                     

                  Sanctuary                                           HYMN 701   

   OPENING PRAYER                

   SCRIPTURE                                         Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23                                                 p. 13                          
  

   SERMON                                 Rev. Dennis W. Jones           

   OFFERING  

   SPECIAL MUSIC                          Thy Word                             by Amy Grant  
                                                                                     & Michael W. Smith  
   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           

 THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 *CLOSING SONG                                       Knowing You                            by Graham Kendrick                    

 BENEDICTION    

  POSTLUDE    

                
                            



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              July 16, 2017          sixth sunday after pentecost 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

  PRELUDE   
       

  WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                               

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                         

Leader:  You are the Sower, O God; we are the seed.     
People:  God’s word is being sown in our lives this day. 
    In God, we live and move and have our being.     
Leader:  You are the Lover, O God we are the beloved.      
People:  God’s love blossoms in our lives,  
    with a beauty greater than the lilies of the field. 
Leader:  You are the Healer, O God; we are the healed.    
People:  God’s healing flows through our veins with every beat of our heart. 
Leader:  You are the Potter, O God; we are the clay. 
People:  God’s hand fashions us into lamps to shine forth the light of Christ. 
     All:   Come! Let us worship God.                

*HYMN SING                                                                                                      

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                 

O Lord our God, we confess  
that we do not reflect your glory. 
We have not prepared our hearts  
to receive the gift of your Word. 
We allow thorns and weeds to grow 
in all the places where you plant the gospel.  
Forgive us; restore and reorder our lives 
by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accomplish all that you desire in us, 
so that we may bear good fruit, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE            We Are Forgiven                         HYMN 447 

          We are forgiven, We are forgiven. 

                                            Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

         We are forgiven, We are forgiven, 

                                            Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
                

     

      

   



 

 *THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People:  and also with you. 

    Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Vacation Bible School   Jacqueline Obregon 

 MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                                            

   (Children ages 3 - rising 2nd graders may go to Children’s Church.   

                   Rising 3rd graders and up are invited to remain in worship.) 

*HYMN                                         O Word of God Incarnate                                  HYMN 459                                                                                           

  SCRIPTURE LESSONS                   Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23                                        Ken Warman 

  Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

  SERMON                                 Parable of the Reckless Sower               Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
   

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                               Dr. Maureen Paterson 

   OFFERTORY                           Hymn Medley                                                       
                                              Chris Fortin, piano 

 *DOXOLOGY           Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                   HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                                  Be Thou My Vision                                  HYMN 450 

*BENEDICTION         

 POSTLUDE                                                       March                                          by G.F. Handel 

 . 

 

    



 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Doug and Jill Dunn, still dancing after 53 years of friendship and 50 years of marriage, 
which they will celebrate on July 22nd.  

~ By Robert Conway, to celebrate his 94th birthday today! 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion. There are two pier openings on  
August 20.  If you would like to donate an arrangement,  
please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; e-mail address,  

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 9:30 a.m. service are Sue Ellen Holleman and Linda Lutes.  

Join us for Lemonade in Westminster Hall following worship this morning hosted by  

Jan Hedden. 

Children and Family Ministries 

Children—Time to Make Robots at Maker Fun Factory—VBS 2017!   
Children are invited to bring on their creativity and help us make life-size 
robots for this year’s Maker Fun Factory! Using boxes, recyclables and 
any other material you have around the house, please help us bring this 
year’s VBS theme to life! The robots will be displayed throughout the 
church (decorations for VBS ‘17).  All robots should be brought to West-
minster Hall during the week of July 23-30.  All robot-makers will be entered into a 
drawing to win a prize, which will be announced Sunday, August 6 for our big VBS fi-
nale during the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Spread the word to your family, friends, and 
neighbors! Would you like to help out during VBS? To share your time and talents, 
please contact Director of Children & Family Ministries, Jacqueline Obregon. We need 
YOU, no matter your talents, skills, or particular availability! Childcare will be available 
for younger children of volunteers. Scholarships are available! 
Register online now at brpc.org! 

For children ages 3—grade 5; Cost is $40 per child or $80 per family  
Dates/times: July 31-August 4, 9 a.m.–12 noon 

FREE BOOKS! A newly formed Library committee to help manage the book collection has 
placed a cart in Fellowship Hall with books free for the taking prior to their being offered to 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Please help yourself.  



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Senior High Maine Workcamp Mission Trip July 15-23—Please pray for our Senior High 
Youth and Advisors as they work this week at The Carpenter’s Boat Shop in Pemaquid, Maine 
to spread God’s love and help those most in need. 
 
   Senior High Maine Workcamp Participants     
    
Emma Aird   Reese DelGrande   Sadie Nelson 
Caroline Alexis  Peter DeNicola   Gabrielle Obregon 
Emma Alexis   John Giuliano    Jack Perry 
Brett Asay   Emily Gray    Sebastian Portieles 
Jake Austin   Mike Gretta    Nick Sant-Foster 
Lauren Browne  Maura Herkert   Caroline Schmitt 
Julia Byrnes   Isak Hilde    Chris Strona 
Matt Canary   Ethan Konicek    Elizabeth Strona 
Sarah Castronovo  Kevin Korn    Clara Twill 
Daniel Celentano  Chris Lopez    James vandenHerik 

Sarah Celentano  Brigid McGuire   Matthew vandenHerik 
Miles Cicchetti  Sawyer Melick    Amber Vigeant 
Olivia Cicchetti  Christopher Metcalfe   James Waldron 
Jessica Creedon  Rose Nelson    Connor Youngberg 
         Dylan Youngberg 
          
   Senior High Maine Workcamp Advisors  

Jake Boudreau  Josh Felter    Cathi Reckenbeil 
Shawn Chando  Gary Ingram    Gina Taylor 
Lisa Conway   Emily Lufkin    Gregg Thomas 
Lydia Deutsch   Jenna Meyers    Steve Thomas 
Jillian DiFilippo  Brooke O’Donnell   Samantha Turner 
Jon Ellis   Claire Pearson                         Kristina Wenner 

       



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries continued 

Senior YOUth  
 

Saturday, August 5 – Workcamp Reunion Pool Party at the Reckenbeil’s home, 408 W. 
county Drive, Branchburg.  Bring: salad, appetizer, side or dessert to share.  Please RSVP by 
July 30 if possible. 
 
Sunday, August 13 – Whitewater Rafting on the Lehigh River 
All incoming 9th graders through graduating seniors are invited for a fun day of rapids! 
We need a minimum of 10  – our discounted group rate is only $39. 
Advisors – please let me know if you can attend and if you can drive. 
See our church website to register. 
 
Sunday, August 27 – Welcome to Senior YOUth  Pool  Party at the Metcalfe’s home 
(38 Fairview Drive, Basking Ridge) 
This event if for all incoming 9th graders thru graduating 12th graders and advisors.  
Join us at BRPC for worship at 9:30 am, and then head to the party (11 am – 2 pm). 
Bring a salad, appretizer, side or dessert.  We will supply hot dogs, bratwursts and veggie 
burgers. Please RSVP by August 20 if possible. 
 
Saturday, Sept. 9 – Sunday, Sept. 10 ~ Sr. YOUth Fall Leadership Retreat  
Save the date now for a fun overnight at the Fellowship Deaconry Retreat Center. We will 
meet at 1 pm, and participate in their high ropes course, spend some time welcoming in our 
9th graders, and planning our fall schedule. We will return to BRPC at 9 am, in time for our 
Fall Kick Off. This is open to all 9th – 12th graders, friends, and advisors. 
YOUth – are you interested in leadership opportunities? Find out more on this retreat! 

Middle School 
 

Friday, August 11: Welcome to Middle School Pool Party from 5:30 -8:30 pm 
All incoming 6th – 8th graders and advisors are invited to the Fryling’s home (29 Ellis Dr, 
BR) NOTE:  Rain date is Saturday, August 12 from 11 am – 2 pm. 
Bring a salad, side or dessert.  We will supply hot dogs, bratwursts and veggie burgers. 
 
Saturday, August 26: Trip to Six Flag’s Great Adventure with the Mercy Me Concert  
This event is for all incoming 6th – 8th graders, their families, and advisors. 
Mercy Me is a contemporary Christian Band.  The concert, which begins at 7:30 pm, is in-
cluded in the ticket price. We need at least 15 people to get this group rate of $35 per person 
(includes extra fees). Sign up on the BRPC website. 
NOTE: If you have season passes, let us know if you plan to join us there. 

October 13 – 15: Middle School Bible Blasts Retreat 
Save the weekend now! All 6th - 8th graders, parents and advisors are welcome. We will go 
to the Fellowship Deaconry Retreat, and participate in their ropes course, play interactive 
games to learn more about the Bible, and have a BLAST! 



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries continued 
 

College Aged and Young Adults 

Tuesday, August 1:  Beatlemania Again at Pleasant Valley Park at 7 p.m. 
Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy a night of Beatles under the stars. Arrive at 6:30 pm. 
 

Youth Advisors and Mentors 

Saturday, July 29 – Advisor Pool Party /Dinner/Planning Meeting from 2 – 10 pm 
WHO: You and your  family 
WHERE: Cathi and Don Reckenbeil’s home, 408 West County Drive, Branchburg 
RAIN DATE: Sunday, July 30 from 2 – 10 pm 
WHAT: This is the weekend of the Readington Balloon Festival and we often see balloons 
fly over our neighborhood. 
ACTIVITIES: Swimming, hot tubbing, volleyball, corn hole, horse shoes, fellowship, dinner 
and fire pitting!  
NOTE: We will spend about an hour planning for our fall youth events, so please bring 
along your personal calendars. 
RSVP: how many will attend at 908-240-2060 
BRING: Bathing suit, towel, change of clothes.  
FOOD: If you can supply a salad, side dish or dessert, please let me know. We’ll grill. 

Music Ministries 

Singers Needed! 
Calling all sopranos, altos, tenors and basses!  Sanctuary Choir needs you next season!  (Yes, 
you!)  Our fall rehearsals begin Thursday, September 7th at 7:30 p.m. in the choir 
room.  Contact Chris Fortin today at 908-953-9809 or cfortin@brpc.org.  It’s gonna be so fun! 
Visit us online and contribute to the future of music today! 
http://brpc.org/worship/friends-of-music/   
 

mailto:cfortin@brpc.org
http://brpc.org/worship/friends-of-music/


 

Lemonade Servers Needed! 
We are serving Lemonade in Westminster Hall after each Sunday Summer Service through July 
and August.  Please consider volunteering to host a Sunday and share this hospitality with other 
Sunday worshippers.  To volunteer, or if you have questions, please contact Jean Wadsworth, 
908-766-0620 or send an email to jeansdonj@aol.com.  

Homeless Solutions 
This year’s remaining volunteer dates include Saturday, July 29, Saturday, September 30 and 
Saturday, November 4.  Volunteers need to arrive at the shelter by 4pm to cook while dinner 
is served at 6pm.  You are then invited to stay and enjoy the meal.  Clean up is done by the 
shelter residents.  (Prior to these dates, a volunteer is also needed to shop for groceries.) 
Please consider giving a bit of your time to make a big difference for others.  Call Abbie 
Sorge to sign up at  908.616.2774.  Please leave a message if no answer. 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

Gardening Angels Needed 
All over our beautiful campus there are gardening jobs to be tackled for all levels of energy 
and skill; weeding, pruning, mulch distribution, planting to name a few. Your support is 
greatly needed. Can you give an hour, or a day? Just a one time commitment or are you able 
to “adopt” a little piece of the grounds for your own ongoing care? Maybe part of the memo-
rial garden? We need you! Please call Janet in the church office to discuss how you can be 
part of our Gardening Angels Team! Thanks, and blessings. 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 

 Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op  
Pantry to help those in need in our surrounding community.  Donations 
may be brought to the church house.  Thanks for your generous support! 
July - 7 oz. cans chicken 
August- 7 oz. cans tuna 
September - 1lb. bags dried black beans 
October - 24 oz. plastic bottles vegetable or corn oil  

BRPC Tricentennial 

mailto:jeansdonj@aol.com


 



 

Weekly Calendar 

SUNDAY—JULY 16 

Worship, 9:30  am ............................  Sanctuary 
Children’s Church, 9:30  am ............  Westminster Hall 
Fellowship Time, 10:30 am ..............  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—JULY 17 

Personnel Council, 7:30 pm .............  Library 

TUESDAY—JULY 18 

WEDNESDAY—JULY 19 

Scout #351 Training, 7:30 pm ..........  Westminster Hall 
Stewardship Council Mtg., 8:00 pm .  Library  

THURSDAY—JULY 20 

FRIDAY—JULY 21 

SATURDAY—JULY 22 

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
   

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Juan Alvarez 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

       Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

BRPC Summer Worship 
Saturdays at 5 p.m. in Westminster Hall 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Our Summer Challenge 

This Pentecost we were challenged in worship 
to remain open for the Holy Spirit around us in 
the world this summer.  As we did a few years 
ago we invite you to make note of these mo-
ments when you become aware of the signs 
and wonders of God - write them on a card and 
place them in the offering plate or bring to the 
Church Office.  We will place them on a bulle-
tin board and remind each other of the many 
ways God is at work in the everyday world.   


