
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

September 10, 2017 

Fall Kick-Off Sunday 

 

Gratitude for the past is best expressed 
 by fidelity toward the future. 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Summer Sunday Worship Service 
  9:30 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .  Children ages 
 3 - rising 2nd graders may go to Children’s Church. Rising 3rd graders and up are invited to 
 remain in worship. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              September 10, 2017          fall kick-off sunday 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)   

  PRELUDE   One in Christ   by Clara M. Brooks & Della F. Byers

   Handbells and Organ arr. Chris Fortin 

 WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                                 Dr. Maureen Paterson 
 
  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                        

  Leader:   Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness   

  and come before God’s presence with a song.     Psalm 100 
  People:  Know this: The Lord alone is God;  

  we belong to the Lord, who made us, 

  We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 

  Leader:  Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving; go into the holy courts with praise, 

  Give thanks and call upon the name of the Lord. 
  People:  For good is the Lord, whose mercy is everlasting; 

  and whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 

*OPENING HYMN     All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name            HYMN 263 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION               
 From the beginning until now, loving God,  we have turned away from you, 
 following lesser ways, pursuing a lesser life than the life offered to us in Christ. 
 Yet you will not abandon us. You call out, warning and wooing us   
 to turn, to return to you.  Even when we fall away from brothers and sisters 
 you remain present with us.  Help us to love as you love—wholeheartedly— 
 until we are reconciled to you and to our neighbor. 
 In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE            You Have Lifted Me Out                         by Chris Fortin 

 
             

 

                     

   
  

 
 

    

   



 

 
 
*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 MINUTE FOR MISSION  Name Tags                      Peter Ward 

 MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                         Jacqueline Obregon 

      (Children ages 3 - rising 2nd graders may go to Children’s Church.   

                     Rising 3rd graders and up are invited to remain in worship.)   

*HYMN     O Sing a New Song to the Lord                            HYMN 304 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON             Matthew 18: 15-20                                  p. 20 

  Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

 SERMON                     Sharing God’s Love for Another 300 Years:   Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
    Don’t Go it Alone 
  
 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING  

   OFFERTORY                              The Prayer of St. Francis                          by Bradley Ellingboe 
                                                             Sanctuary Choir                 

 *DOXOLOGY             Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                 HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 REDEDICATION AND COMMISSIONING OF ALL MINISTRIES 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION   

 THE  LORD’S PRAYER 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                            How Firm a Foundation                               HYMN 463 

*BENEDICTION 

  POSTLUDE                                             Abbot’s Leigh              by Cyril Vincent Taylor 

 

  



 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ In loving memory of Jerry Dorr, by his family. 

~ In loving memory of Timothy S. Canary, Jr., by his grandparents. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion. There are two pier openings for all  
of October.  If  you would like to donate an arrangement, please contact  
Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; e-mail address,  

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 9:30 a.m. service are George Fricke and Hallie Stewart.  

Sermon Series 

Fall Sermon Series 
This morning Reverend Dennis Jones launches our fall ser-
mon series: "Sharing God's Love for ANOTHER 300 
Years."  Each weekend in worship we will reflect together on 
an essential spiritual lesson God wants to teach us as we lean 
into the future and continue to share God's love with all the 
world.  As we begin the next 300 years, what will it look like 
to love others as God loves us? 

Join us for fellowship and festivities after worship! 
East Oak Street is closed down and we have great food, games for the chil-
dren and a chance to learn more about our ministries and programs.  The 
festivities all take place across the street on the front lawn, patio, courtyard 
and parlor of our Church House. Join us after worship!   



 

Children and Family Ministries  

Connect!  Begins September 19 and 21 

Connect to friends and learn new skills in a faith filled environment! 
Connect is a new children’s program designed to build faith, 
foster community, and of course have fun! Every 4 weeks a new 
theme is introduced. Children can register for just 1 thematic unit 
or attend them all! (A small fee may be collected for materials, 
depending on the unit.) We will meet in Westminster Hall.  We 
look forward to seeing you! 
To register your child go to www.brpc.org. Contact Jacqueline Obregon at 908-766-1616. 
 

Connect Program Schedule:  Culinary Fun! 
While learning to cook favorite recipes like pizza, chocolate cake, and salads, children ex-
plore calories, fats and sugars to learn about making healthy choices. Children will also en-
gage in food challenges and games!  Materials fee for 4 weeks: $15 
 

Connect 1-2     Connect 3-4-5 
1st - 2nd graders    3rd - 5th graders 
Meets Thursdays—4:15-5:30 pm:  Meets Tuesdays-4:15-5:30 pm: 
September 21 - October 12   September 19-October 10 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministry Forum: "Cultivating Strength In Your Teenage Child" 
Next Sunday, September 17 at 3:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall 
Adolescents are faced with many stressors and can easily become overwhelmed in the de-
mands of life.  Come learn how to help your child.  Through mindfulness practice, connec-
tion, and resiliency we will explore evidence based practices to best support your teen.  This 
will be led by church member and professional counselor Courtney Battista. Please sign up 
by contacting Maureen Paterson in the church office, 766-1616 ext. 11. 

 
 Membership 

Interested in Becoming a Member? Next Class is September 24! 
We extend a warm invitation to our  “Exploring Membership” class 
and luncheon on Sunday, Sept. 24 from 11:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m. 
(immediately following the 10:15 a.m. worship service) in the Church 
House Parlor, located across the street from the Sanctuary building.  
This is an excellent opportunity to share your faith journey and learn 
more about the beliefs and ministry of our church.  Lunch will be 
served and childcare will be provided, if requested in advance.   

BRPC’s 300th Anniversary Show! 
Saturday, October 14th  
7:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall 
 

 
 



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  
 

Senior YOUth    
 

Sunday, September 24—Welcome to Sr. High YOUth!  
6:30-8 p.m. in the Youth Center for all 9-12th Graders 
Join us for Ice Cream, Games and opportunities to take a leadership role! 
 

Confirmation Class Starts October 1st!  
Do you have or know of a local 9th grader or high school youth interested in learning more 
about faith? Invite them to speak with Cathi at 908-240-2060 for details. 

Middle School 

Sunday, September 17—Bibles & Bagels Begins 
10:35-11:15 a.m. –Church House Library 
Join us for lively discussion while enjoying delicious bagels.  All 6-8th graders are welcome! 
 
Wednesday, September 20—MS Fellowship Begins 
6-7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center 
All 6-8th grade youth and their parents are invited for our first event. After dinner, we will 
play games and discuss fall plans.  Sign up to cook a dinner at the brpc website. 

Save these dates! 

October 13 – 15: Middle School Bible Blasts Retreat at the Fellowship Deaconry.  Visit our 
website brpc.org to sign up and get more information. 

August 5-9, 2018—first ever Middle School Mission Trip—details will follow! 

New Ministry! Guardian Angel Ministry to Support our College-Aged Youth 
We are starting a Guardian Angel Ministry to continue relationships with and offer  
support to our college-aged folks. Each young adult is linked with an individual, family 
or group from the church who becomes that person's angel for the school year. If you are 
interested in becoming a Guardian Angel, or you are a parent of a college-aged young 
adult, pick up a gold-colored Guardian Angel form found on the table in the Narthex 
outside the Sanctuary, or on the table across from Cathi's office in the church house, and 
return it to Cathi once completed. 

Don't miss this new worship and mission opportunity!  
On Saturday, September 30th we will be taking the Oak Table Service on the road to join in  
worship with the community of the Good News Home for Women in Flemington.  Plan to join  
us for worship at 5:00 p.m. and for a time of fellowship following the service.  If you would  
like to carpool to this great event please contact Maureen Paterson.  We hope many of you will 
join us for this exciting partnership.        

Oak Table Service—on the Road 



 

BRPC Tricentennial 

Invitation to Small Group on Tuesday Evenings, starting September 19 
You are warmly invited to join a small group that meets on Tuesday evenings, 7:15 - 9 p.m., 
at the home of Bob and Eleanor Taylor in Basking Ridge.  The group is focused on open 
searching and questioning.  Beginning on September 19, the group will listen to ideas and 
discuss views about faith using a DVD series called  Living The Questions.   This series fea-
tures speakers presenting various ideas and questions around the theme of Honoring Crea-
tion, e.g., Restoring Relationships; Evil, Suffering & A God of Love; Practicing Resurrec-
tion.   Please join us!  For more information, contact Bob and Eleanor Taylor at  766-2077 or 
Ellen Greenhorn at 766-2512.   

Women’s Bible Study—Begins Wednesday, September 20 at 9:30 a.m.—Parlor 
Join us in the Church House Parlor from 9:30–11 a.m. each Wednesday morning beginning 
September 20 as we study and explore the five main principles of the Reformation.  All 
women are welcome whenever you can attend.  This study is led by Dr. Maureen Paterson. 
 

A Tricentennial and a Quincentennial: The Legacy of the Reformation 
Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Parlor Beginning September 24-Led by Charles King 
2017 is a year with two anniversaries important to our congregation: the 300th anniversary 
of the founding of our church here in Basking Ridge and the 500th anniversary of the start of 
the Reformation, traditionally dated as  October 31, 1517, on which Martin Luther reputedly 
nailed his Ninety-five theses on the door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, Germany. In 
this discussion series, we will review the history of Protestantism since the Reformation, be-
ginning in Europe and then continuing into America.  We will focus especially on some key 
theological concepts that have supported the development of Protestantism over these centu-
ries and will review bible passages that illustrate or were used as sources for these concepts.  

Adult Spiritual Development 

Early Bird Study Begins September 17 at 8:00 a.m. in the Church House Library 
The Early Birds will resume on September 17 and will begin a study called "David: a King 
Under Construction," based on the work of William C. DeVries.   This nine lesson study will 
explore how God worked on David to turn him into a great leader and an inspiration for 
God's people.  The Early Birds meet for coffee and fellowship at 7:45 in the Church House 
library on Sunday mornings.  Our study runs from 8 -8:45 a.m.  Visitors and new members 
are always welcome! 



 

Music Ministries 

The Children's Ministry of Music excitedly announces plans for 2017-2018  
Starting the week of September 17,  there will be three leveled choir offerings for two ses-
sions: September-December and January-May. Please sign up now on the BRPC website-
brpc.org or call the church office at 908-766-1616.For further information, please contact 
Beth Donley, Director of Children’s Music Ministry at 908-500-1798. 
 

1. Little Voices-Ages 3 to Kindergarten.  Class time-Tuesdays 4:15-4:45, Begins 9/19 
The Little Voices Choir  is to enable young children to explore 
music, biblical text and movement through informal activities 
based on a rich curriculum of Christian songs, hymns, musical 
games  and stories. The choir will participate in the first part of 
worship to share their music with the congregation throughout the church year. 
 
2.  Joyful Noise Choir-Grades 1 & 2, Rehearsal time-Tuesdays 4:45-5:30-Begins 9/19 
The objective of the Joyful Noise choir is to increase the children’s 
enjoyment of Christian music and to encourage a lifelong apprecia-
tion for music through all aspects of the program, which is peda-
gogically sound as well as fun and engaging. The Joyful Noise 
Choir will sing in worship to share sincere and reverent music to 
the Lord.  
 
3.  Jubilee Choir-Grades 3-5, Rehearsal time-Sundays 11:15-12:00 
Beginning Sunday, September 17, the Jubilee Choir will focus on the 
inherent musical potential God has gifted to each child by developing 
musical skills; including expressive, tuneful singing, artful movement, 
instrument playing, and notational literacy for the purpose of worship 
participation through music. 
 
All children will also be invited to participate in the following two special music offerings: 
Children-led worship service celebrating Advent and the preparation for Christmas.  
Children’s Spring Musical presented in worship on May 13, 2018. 
 
“I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; with my mouth I will make known 
your faithfulness to all generations.” Psalm 89:1 

Begins September 20th for Grades 6 - 12.  This is an exciting oppor-
tunity to sing and play instruments together including hand-
bells.  Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays at 5-6 p.m. in the choir 
room.  Students will sing and play regularly in worship.  Register by 
September 17th by emailing Chris Fortin at cfortin@brpc.org.   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2089.1
mailto:cfortin@brpc.org


 

Historical Focus for September 



 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 

 Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op  
Pantry to help those in need in our surrounding community.  Donations 
may be brought to the church house.  Thanks for your generous support! 

September - 1lb. bags dried black beans 
October - 24 oz. plastic bottles vegetable or corn oil  

Interfaith Hospitality News 
All are invited to the 25th anniversary of the Interfaith Hospitality Network of 
Somerset County on Thursday, October 26 at the Basking Ridge Country Club 
from 6 - 9 p.m. IHNSC will honor Vollers Family Foundation, Temple Beth-El, 
Branchburg Rotary Club and William Jonat (Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church).  Tickets are $100 which includes a $40 tax deductible contribution & 
can be purchased by emailing Karen Donohue at Karen@ihnsc.org.   BRPC is 
donating items for a baking themed basket with the value of $100 for the silent auction. If 
you want to purchase a baking related item or make a monetary donation toward the items, 
please contact Joan Eichhorn 908 350 3110. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Victims of Hurricane Harvey 
As we continue to keep those impacted by Hurricane Harvey in our prayers we would invite 
you to make a financial donation to the work of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance pro-
gram.  They were on the ground in Texas immediately after the storm hit and will continue to 
meet the needs of those communities in the coming months and years.  Our Mission Council 
has approved a $3,000 donation to help all those impacted. If you would like to support their 
efforts and help to bring healing and hope please visit their website https://pda.pcusa.org/
page/give/. 

Session 

The Session of BRPC is in need of your assistance! 
Would you be interested in serving as BRPC’s regular commissioner to Presbytery meetings?  
Our church is entitled to have two commissioners present at each Presbytery meeting for the 
purposes of acting on the current issues of our denomination.  Any ordained elder is eligible 
to serve in this way.  Presbytery meetings take place about four times a year.  Please contact 
Tina Bramel or Dennis Jones if you would consider serving in this capacity. 
                                                                                                  ~Tina Bramel, Clerk of Session  

Homeless Solutions– Help Needed for September 30! 
This year’s remaining volunteer dates include Saturday, September 30 and Saturday, Novem-
ber 4.  Volunteers need to arrive at the shelter by 4pm to cook while dinner is served at 6pm.  
You are then invited to stay and enjoy the meal.  Clean up is done by the shelter residents.  
(Prior to these dates, a volunteer is also needed to shop for groceries.) Please consider giving 
a bit of your time to make a big difference for others.  Call Abbie Sorge to sign up at  
908.616.2774.  Please leave a message if no answer. 

mailto:Karen@ihnsc.org


 

Weekly Calendar 
SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER  10  

Worship, 9:30  am ............................  Sanctuary 
Children’s Church, 9:30 am .............  Westminster Hall 
Fellowship Time, 10:30 am ..............  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—SEPTEMBER 11 

Pantry Committee, 1:30 pm .............  Parlor 
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................  Youth Center 
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ...........  Library 
Trustees, 7:30 pm .............................  Parlor 

TUESDAY—SEPTEMBER 12 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9 am ...................  Geneva Room 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm ..............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—SEPTEMBER 13 

THURSDAY—SEPTEMBER 14 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, 11:30 am ........................ Parlor 
Mary Circle, 12:00 pm ........................................ Parlor 
Workcamp Advisor Recap, 7:00 pm  Library 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 pm .......................... Knox Room 

FRIDAY—SEPTEMBER 15 

SATURDAY—SEPTEMBER 16 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Juan Alvarez 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

  Regular Worship Schedule  
Resumes Next Weekend  

 

Saturday, September 16 
Oak Table Service 

5 p.m. in Westminster Hall 
 

Sunday, September 17 
9:00 a.m. in the Chapel 

10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Sunday School Begins  


