
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

November 11 and 12, 2017 

 

I have held many things in my hands, 
and I have lost them all. 
But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, 
that I still possess.  

 ~Martin Luther 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .   
10:15 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 years and younger . Children  
  ages 3—grade 5 may go to Sunday School after the Message for Children.  Mid-

dle School Students are invited to Bibles & Bagels in the Church House Library 
after the Message for Children.  The first Sunday of the month, children in grades 
3 and up are invited to remain in worship with their families. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

   November 11, 2017                                                     oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   

   PRELUDE      

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                HYMN 475            

                                                                     Be The Center                                     
   OPENING PRAYER                

   SCRIPTURE                                                   Isaiah 58: 6-9a              
     

   SERMON         Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
    
   OFFERING  

   SPECIAL MUSIC                             At the Table         by Chris Tomlin                    
    
   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 *CLOSING SONG                                O Christ, Surround Me                   HYMN 543 

    BENEDICTION    

   POSTLUDE  

   
     



 

Order of Worship 

9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel; 10:15 am. ~ Sanctuary 
              November 12, 2017          32nd sunday in ordinary time 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)   

   
 PRELUDE   Air from Suite in D, BWV 1068 Johann Sebastian Bach 

   Arioso from Cantata No. 156 
                                                                
 LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (10:15)  Acolyte, Sharjah M’Bodji 
  
 INTROIT (10:15)                               For the Beauty of the Earth                            by John Rutter                                                                                                      
   Sanctuary Choir 
  

 CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                     (10:15) Jackie Obregon                                                                         
Leader:  How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! 
  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
  My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.            
People:   The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow 
  a nest where she may lay her young;  
  by the sides of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my Sovereign and my God. 
Leader: Happy are those who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you. 
People: Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 
  Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.  

*OPENING HYMN      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                      HYMN 475 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)              
 Holy and merciful God,  
 in your presence we confess our sinfulness, 
 our shortcomings, and our offenses against you.  
 You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, 
 in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 
 Have mercy on us, O Lord,  
 for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you. 
 Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways,  
 for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.   

 SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE           Take My Life and Let It Be (vs. 1 only)                     HYMN 697 

        Take my life and let it be  
         consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
         take my moments and my days;  
                    let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
                          let them flow in ceaseless praise.                        

     

      

   



 

 
 

 
            
 *THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.   

 WORDS Of WELCOME       

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Stewardship Nancy Wynant                                                                   

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:15)                  

    PRESENTATION         Lydia Kathleen West   Elder Tina Bramel 

                       Daughter of Andrew West and Alisa Vargas  
            Sponsor:  Lucy West 

    PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)  Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith” 

 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism, 
 fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people. 
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Elder: Do you, as members of this church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and  
  nurture Lydia by word and deed, with love and prayer,. 

encouraging her to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member 
  of this church?  If so, please say “we do.” 

 People: We do. 

  THE BAPTISM 

  PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS 

  WELCOME 

 Elder: Let us welcome Lydia.  
 People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church 
  to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

          (Children ages 3– 5th grade may go to Sunday School.   

                      Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles and Bagels.)   

*HYMN (10:15)             I Sing the Mighty Power of God                             HYMN 32 

 SCRIPTURE LESSONS                    Isaiah 58: 6-9a                       (9:00) Edward Twill 

                      (10:15) Hanna Celentano 

    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

 SERMON                                                   Light in the Darkness      Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

     
   

 

  



 

Stewardship 2018 
November 18 and 19 is Consecration Sunday Weekend! 
Next weekend during worship, we will dedicate our 2018 pledges to 
the glory of God. Please bring your completed pledge card and to-
gether we will offer our thanks, pledges and tithes to God.  Pledge 
packets have been mailed.  Extra packets can be found in the narthex 
and outside the chapel. The New Testament encourages giving in pro-
portion to our individual blessings received, not out of obligation, but 
in joyful gratitude for all that God has given us. 

  
 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                               

   OFFERTORY                                               Blessings                                          by Laura Story 

    Jeanne Poehner, solo            

 *DOXOLOGY             Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION   

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (see p. 35 in The Glory to God Hymnal) 

*CLOSING HYMN                     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                     HYMN 65 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE (10:15)                         A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                      arr. Wilbur Held 
    

                      Special thanks to Dr. Adrienne Pavur, for sharing her gift of music with us. 
                                                       

Guest Preacher 

Welcome Reverend Tom Kort to BRPC  
on Consecration Sunday Weekend, November 18 and 19 
Next weekend, we welcome with much joy the Rev. Dr. J. Thomas Kort 
as our guest preacher at all of our worship services. Tom serves as the 
Vice President for Advancement at Princeton Theological Seminary — a 
position once held by BRPC’s 15th pastor, Dr. William Felmeth.  Previ-
ously Tom served in the parish ministry for over 40 years, most recently 
for 27 years as senior pastor of the 2300 member Sardis Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, NC.  Dennis served as an associate pastor with Tom 
as his first call out of seminary, and continues to count him a valued mentor and friend. 
Tom is a gifted pastor, preacher, and teacher, and a passionate cheerleader for the trans-
formative impact a vital congregation can have on the lives that it touches, and on the world 
far beyond it’s doors. As our stewardship season culminates and we are all invited to make 
a financial commitment to support the work of Christ for 2018, we pray you will be present. 



 

 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~ In gratitude for God’s gifts of love, grace and understanding. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Would you like to contribute to the flowers to  
celebrate a joyful event, share a memory or honor a loved one or rejoice  
in God’s many gifts?  There are two pier openings on December 10 and  
31. If you would like to donate an arrangement, please contact Debbie  
Schaub at 908-507-3844; or email debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Pam Blackstone and Dotty Dameo. 
 Join us for coffee and fellowship time following worship in Westminster  Hall, hosted 

by Meghan and Steve Klinger and their children Ava and Lucy after the 9 a.m. service 
and Liz Messineo and Elaine Coulthart after the 10:15 a.m. service. 

Next Sunday is our All Cluster Deacon Brunch! 
When:    Sunday, November 19th 
Time:    Following the 10:15 a.m. service 
Where:  Westminster Hall  
  

Please bring a salad, a main dish, or bread and dessert.  Please let us know what you are bring-
ing and how many people will be attending.  The Deacons will be hosting and we hope you 
will join the fun to greet old friends, and to meet new ones.  Children are welcome, of course. 
RSVP to your Cluster Deacon. We look forward to seeing you there!  

Deacon Brunch 

Adult Spiritual Development 

Early Bird Study –Sundays at 8-8:45 a.m. in the Church House Library 
The Early Birds do not meet today (November 12) but the final session of the King David 
study will meet on Sunday morning, November 19, when we will study 1 Kings 2, focusing 
on the transition of leadership from King David to Solomon.  The Early Birds will begin an 
Advent Bible Study on Sunday, November 26.  Visitors and new members are always wel-
come! 

We regret that we failed to include the name of church member Dorothy Herklotz, in our 
prayers on All Saints’ Sunday.  We give thanks for Dorothy’s precious life and witness, and  
the blessing she was to all who knew her!  

The Picture Directories are Here!  If you had your  picture taken or  submitted a photo for  
the picture directory, there is a directory waiting for you in Westminster Hall with your name 
on it.  Please come to Westminster Hall today to pick up your directory.  



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  
 

 

College Mailing Addresses Needed! 
Our Senior Youth will be mailing care packages to our college students. Please send your 
child’s address to Cathi@brpc.org. Small gifts for care pkgs. (popcorn, hot chocolate, nuts, 
trail mix, pens, post-it notes, etc.) are welcome and can be dropped off in box in West. Hall! 

 

Middle School Fellowship from 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesdays Nov. 15 & 29  
Join us in the Youth Center on Wednesday evenings for dinner, games and fellowship.  Sign 
up to cook a dinner at the brpc website.  
     On November 15, we will meet from 6-8 p.m. and after  enjoying dinner  together , we   
     will go to Ridge Oak Senior Center for a knitting project.  
 
Middle School Fellowship Knitting Group 
Katie Ryder has started a Knitting Group during Middle School Fellowship. This year, our 
goal is to knit 30 scarves to donate to homeless veterans at Veterans Haven North.  Please 
help by donating yarn, knitting needles (8 or larger), or scarves you knit or crochet at home.  
You can put these materials in the box in the church house entryway or Westminster Hall.  
Any middle schooler who would like to learn to knit or help is welcome to join us! 
 

Middle School Bibles & Bagels— Today is our only class in November! 

Senior YOUth and Middle School will join together for Laser Tag: Tonight-5:30-8:30! 

Meet at the BRPC Youth Center at 5:30 p.m. for Pizza and Laser Tag at Branchburg Sports 
Center. Please bring $20 and extra money if you want to play arcade games. 

BRPC Tricentennial 

Tree House 

Tree House Assistant Needed 
The Tree House is looking for a caring, nurturing and patient individual who loves working 
with children to assist during naptime and the aftercare program with children ages 2 1/2 - 5 
years old. Individual should have prior experience working with children. Hours will be 12:30 
to approximately 4:30 p.m., 5 days a week. Please contact Jen at jnowack@thpreschool.com 
or call the school at 908-221-1619. 

mailto:jnowack@thpreschool.com


 

Opportunities to Give and Serve  

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
November’s Food of the 
Month: 1 lb. bag of dried 
black beans. Donations 
may be brought to the 
church house.  Thanks for 
your generous support!  

Food Angels   
We have a current need for meals to be made 
and delivered to our church members recov-
ering from surgery, welcoming new babies 
and recovering from illness.  If you can help 
out, even occasionally, please contact Debbie 
Carroll or Maureen Paterson as soon as pos-
sible.  

Collection of Gently-Used and New Women's Clothing 
We have an opportunity help women transitioning from prison to the community at the Bo 
Robinson Transitional Center in Trenton.  Some women do not have family support and need 
clothing to begin their new life.   The women need fall and winter gently-used or new cloth-
ing of all sizes— especially jeans, slacks, tops, sweaters, and sweat suits (pants and 
top).   New bras and underwear, any sizes, are also very much needed.   Please leave dona-
tions in the box in Westminster Hall, or in the coat rack near the parlor in the church house, 
by Nov. 30.    Thank you from the Mission Council!  

Interfaith Hospitality Hosting Week—November 26-December 3 
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. -Hebrews 13:16. We have a wonderful opportunity to have conversation, play with 
children, make a meal or spend the night with our IHN families who have fallen on difficult 
times. We always need volunteers in many areas. Our guests will be arriving on Sunday,  
November 26th and leaving Sunday Dec. 3

rd
. For more information about IHN and how 

you can volunteer for this meaningful Church mission, please call Joan Eichhorn (908 350 
3110). Sign-ups can be done on our website and after our church services.  Thank you for 
your faithful support, service and generosity.  We serve God by serving others; so please 
join us and Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality. -Romans 12:13 

Elizabethport Thanksgiving Dinner Help  Volunteers are once again requested to assist 
with making Thanksgiving special for clients of Elizabethport Presbyterian Center.  This year 
the format has changed and dinner will be served at IHOP near Jersey Gardens Mall on Tues-
day, November 21st at 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  Helpers are needed for serving dinner - arrival 
about 15 minutes prior to each seating.  In addition we are collecting turkeys/ham; green 
beans; cranberry sauce; stuffing; gravy  to complete some dinner baskets to give to needy 
residents of the area.  Please contact Tom Eicher - eicherfam@optonline.net  or Maureen Pat-
erson - mpaterson@brpc.org if you are able to help on November 21st or if you would like to 
donate food items. Collection boxes will be in the Church House and Westminster Hall.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A16&version=ESV
mailto:eicherfam@optonline.net
mailto:mpaterson@brpc.org


 

New Church Historian 
The Mantle has been passed!  John Charles Smith is our new Church Historian having as-
sumed the responsibilities of leading the Historic Records Committee from "honorably re-
tired" George Fricke. John is no newcomer to this church - he is a member of the "50 years 
and MORE membership club"! John shares more that his passion for history with the 
church. He is the landscape architect who designed both the landscape plan for the Church 
House when it was built 50 years ago, and also created the design for the Memorial Garden. 
He continues to give property care guidance to the Trustees. You can reach John with ques-
tions related to Historic Records at jcsmithla@gmail.com.  

Church Historian 

mailto:jcsmithla@gamil.com


 

It’s About BRPC’s Future! 
We need your help to identify the best candidates for important leadership positions at 
BRPC.  A sense of God’s call to serve, coupled with a willingness to serve, is much more 
important than any particular set of skills or talents. 
Please prayerfully consider those who play significant roles in the life and ministriess of 
BRPC today, who bring experience from another church, who may have new and imagina-
tive ideas for the future, and who will dedicate their energy to moving God’s work for-
ward.   
 
Since you know yourself much better than does anyone else, please feel free to submit your 
own name if you believe that you are called to serve.    
All active members of the congregation are eligible for nomination at the May, 2018, con-
gregational meeting.  
 
Elders—constitute the Session, the ruling body of the church, and have full responsibility 

for policies, personnel and programs of the church. They also operate as chairs 
of the various Councils and committees. 

Deacons—carry out a ministry of care, communication and hospitality to the members. 
Trustees—responsible for the corporate/financial operations including the overall care and 

maintenance of the church properties. 

The Financial Review Committee verifies the statistical and financial records of the church. 
The Nominating Committee selects candidates for election to the boards.  

To make a suggestion, please complete the form below  
and return it to the Church Office.     

 

The Nominating Committee: Rev. Dennis Jones (ex-officio), Ellen Johnson (Trustee), Dotty 
Dameo (Deacon), Sue Brewer, Bill Gretta, Pat Haines, Meghan Klinger, David Klippel, and 
Don Grossmann (Elder, Chair). 

     
    ——————————————————————————— 
 
CHURCH OFFICER CANDIDATE FOR NOMINATION  
Candidate Name:________________________________  
Office:_________________________________________  
 
I believe this person would be a good candidate because:  
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  



 

Weekly Calendar 
SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 12  

Adult Small Group, 9:00 am ............  Parlor 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ................  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:15  am ................  Westminster Hall 
Bibles & Bagels, 10:15 am ...............  Library 
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Jubilee Choir, 11:15 am ...................  Chapel 
Children and Family Min., 11:15 am  Chapel 
Nominating Committee, 11:30 am ...  Library 
Youth Laser Tag, 5:30 pm ................  Off-Site 

MONDAY—NOVEMBER 13 

Leisure Learning, 9:00 am ...............  Sanctuary 
Pantry Committee, 1:30 pm .............  Parlor 
Joint Budget Comm., 5:30 pm .........  Library 
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................  Youth Center 
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ...........  Library 
Oratorio Choir, 7:30 pm ...................  Knox Room 
Trustees, 7:30 pm .............................  Parlor 

TUESDAY—NOVEMBER 14 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9 am ...................  Geneva Room 
Connect, 4:15 pm .............................  Westminster Hall 
Little Voices, 4:15 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Joyful Noise, 4:45 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Off-site 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout #351, 7:30 pm.........................  Youth Center 
WEDNESDAY—NOVEMBER 15 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......................... Parlor 
Youth Music, 5:00 pm ................................ Knox room 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm ....... Youth Center 
Stephen Ministry, 6:00 pm .............................. Off-Site 
Worship and Music, 7:00 pm ............................ Library 

THURSDAY—NOVEMBER 16 

Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 pm .......................... Knox Room 
Oratorio Choir, 8:30 pm ............................ Knox Room 

FRIDAY—NOVEMBER 17 

SATURDAY—NOVEMBER 18 

Children & Fam. Min. Fun Day, 12:30 pm West. Hall 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
Confirmation Prayer Retreat, 6:00 pm Youth Center 
 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Juan Alvarez 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

Church Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


