
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

December 2 and 3, 2017 

 

First Weekend of Advent 

“I will not fear,  
for you are ever with me, 
and you will never leave me  
to face my perils alone.” 

~ Thomas Merton 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .   
10:15 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 years and younger . Children  
  ages 3—grade 5 may go to Sunday School after the Message for Children.  Mid-

dle School Students are invited to Bibles & Bagels in the Church House Library 
after the Message for Children.  The first Sunday of the month, children in grades 
3 and up are invited to remain in worship with their families. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening ~ 5:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall 

   December 2, 2017                                                     oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   PRELUDE      

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                            

                                                    Jesus, Name Above All Names                      by Naida Hearns  

  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                            Barbara Perkins 
  Reader:    Today we light the first candle of Advent.  We begin to prepare ourselves. 
     We begin to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ into our world.          
         All:   We watch and we wait.        
  Reader:   In a world filled with darkness we listen for the words of prophets and angels. 
     Words of promise spoken of old and spoken today—”Don’t be afraid.” 
         All:   We watch and we wait. 
  Reader:   We wait with expectant hearts, with hopeful spirits. 
    We trust in the goodness of God. 
     All:   Speak again this day Lord—calm our fears and set us free.             

       

   SCRIPTURE                                      Isaiah 64: 1-9, Mark 13: 24-37              
     

   SCRIPTURE RESPONSE                Do Not Be Afraid (refrain only)                              HYMN 76 

   MESSAGE                                                                                                      Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
 
   OFFERING  

   SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                        

    SPECIAL MUSIC      Whom Shall I Fear?                  by Chris Tomlin 

   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.       

 *CLOSING SONG                  I Could Sing of Your Love Forever              by Martin Smith 

    BENEDICTION    
    
  Advent Graffiti Mural—at any time during worship we invite you to write a fear  
  on our Advent Graffiti Mural—words or a symbol describing something you are  
  afraid of that you yearn to leave here. 

        . 



 

Order of Worship 

9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel; 10:15 am. ~ Sanctuary 
              December 3, 2017          first sunday in advent 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)   

   

 PRELUDE (10:15)  Carol of the Huron arr. Winnegene Hatch 

   Knox Bell Choir 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   (9:00) Bill Gretta 

    (10:15) David Lange 

   Reader:    Today we light the first candle of Advent.  We begin to prepare ourselves. 
    We begin to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ into our world.          
         All:   We watch and we wait.        
   Reader:   In a world filled with darkness we listen for the words of prophets and angels. 
    Words of promise spoken of old and spoken today—“Don’t be afraid.” 
         All:   We watch and we wait. 
   Reader:   We wait with expectant hearts, with hopeful spirits. 
    We trust in the goodness of God. 
     All:   Speak again this day Lord—calm our fears and set us free.  

*OPENING HYMN                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1, 6, 7)                         HYMN 88 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)              (10:15) Dr. Maureen Paterson 
 Faithful God, we know that you are always there to guide us,   
 yet we often make plans without listening to you 
 and discover that our human agendas  
 can drown out our ability to hear your will for us. 
 We repent of these faults and turn to you in love. 
 Forgive our offenses and pardon our sins,  
 that our lives may magnify your holy name forever. Amen.    

 SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE            Do Not Be Afraid (Refrain only)                                    HYMN 76 

        Do not be afraid, for I am with you.  
         Chosen and beloved, you are my own. 
          Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you:  
               By your name I called you for my own.                       
*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.   

    



 

            

  

  

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:15)                                                                Jacqueline Obregon 

                   O Come, with Body and Mind                             Helen Kemp     

   O, Come, with body and mind. 
   O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
   Come, let’s sing and rejoice.                            

                                          (Children ages 3– 5th grade may go to Sunday School.   

                                                              Middle School students remain in worship.)   

*HYMN (10:15)                         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                         HYMN 82 
  
 SCRIPTURE LESSONS                       Isaiah 64: 1-9                        (10:15) Chas Govan 

            Mark 13: 24-37    

    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

 MEDITATION                                                 Don’t Be Afraid                     Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
  
 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING   

   OFFERTORY (10:15)           Christ, Our God, Descends From Heaven        by Allan Bullard 

                                                                           Sanctuary Choir                                 

 *DOXOLOGY                  Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow             HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  INVITATION 

  PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Minister: Lift up your hearts 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

    Minister: Let us pray...…  

      THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
 

  



 

The Rosebud on the Communion Table celebrates the birth of Joshua William Mauro on 
November 22, son of John and Becky.  

 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~ In loving memory of Rich Ledder.  We miss you more each day. We love you.  ~ Connie,   

   Erika and Jason.  

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Would you like to contribute to the flowers to  
celebrate a joyful event, share a memory or honor a loved one or rejoice  
in God’s many gifts?  There is one pier opening on December 31. If you  
would like to donate an arrangement, please contact Debbie Schaub at  
908-507-3844; or email debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Karen Cokewood and Wendy Potter. 

Join us for coffee hour and fellowship following worship in Westminster  Hall, host-
ed by Chris and Jon Whitlock after the 9 a.m. service and Dotty Dameo and Julie Con-
way after the 10:15 a.m. service.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

   SERVING THE BREAD AND FRUIT OF THE VINE  

   (A gluten-free option is available for those who would like it.) 

     PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

   Minister: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
    in which you have given yourself to us. 

 People: Grant that we may go into the world  

  in the strength of your Spirit, 

 All: In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

*CLOSING HYMN                        O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                              HYMN 104 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE (10:15)                                      Aberystwyth                                            by Joseph Parry 

                        
                       

Please Note: The Memorial Service for Mary Lou Decker will be on Friday, December 15 at 
2 p.m. in the Sanctuary, followed by a Reception in Westminster Hall. 

The Picture Directories are Here!  If you had your  picture taken or  submitted a photo for  
the picture directory, your directory is waiting for you in the workroom of the Church 
House.  Extras are available for all others who would like one.   



 

Advent Sermon Series 
This morning we kick off our advent sermon series entitled “Don’t Be 
Afraid.” In the midst of the fear and anxiety that is present in the world 
or in your own life, learn all over again to trust and to believe.  Hear 
anew the message of God’s great love for you and for all people, and 
of God’s promise to bring us wholeness and peace.  As the angel Ga-
briel once spoke to Mary, God speaks to us today and says, “I am with 
you, I will be faithful to you. Don’t be afraid!" 

Music Ministries 



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Middle School Fellowship 
 

Wednesdays December 6, 13 and 20 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center 
Join us for dinner, service and games!  Note: On December 20, bring a wrapped $15 gift for 
our Christmas Party gift exchange.  We will end at 8 p.m. that evening. 
 

Scarves for Veterans 
“Thank you, everyone, for all the supplies and support. I've finished my Silver Award and 
I'm so grateful for everything the church has done to support me. On November 25 I deliv-
ered all 30 scarves to the veterans at Veterans Haven North. This Silver Award was an 
amazing experience and I'm so thankful to all of you for helping me with it.."~Katie Ryder 
 

Senior YOUth Ministry 
 

Mon., Dec. 4 from 4:45 – 8:30 pm ~ Trip to help Children at Women’s Shelter 
Meet at Bella’s Burger Shack (by church) for a quick dinner before we carpool to a local 
shelter to help children select and wrap free gifts for their siblings and Moms. Bring $10 for 
dinner and feel free to bring new gifts to donate. RSVP to Cathi so we have enough drivers. 
 
Confirmation Ministry—Sunday, December 10 from 5-7 p.m. 
Confirmands and their families will meet for dinner and discussion in the Parlor. 
 
Parents of College-Aged Students—Retreat in NYC on Jan. 5-6, 2018 
A mailing was sent this week about an exciting new overnight retreat in New York City on 
January 5 and 6 for your students.  We will attend Nightwatch at St. John the Divine, the 
biggest cathedral in the world!  Mark your calendars and we hope your students will join us! 

Stewardship 2018 
We are Grateful for the Generosity of the Congregation! 
Thank you to the 166 individuals and families who have made pledge 
commitments for 2018 totaling $689,631.  In response to prayerful 
consideration of what God is calling them to do, many in our congre-
gation have increased their pledges from last year. We are excited and 
encouraged by the 18 new pledges totaling $36,260 included in this 
total.  Those of you still in thought and prayer about your commit-
ment to the mission and ministry of our church are encouraged to re-
turn a pledge card as soon as possible so we can complete our plans 
for the coming year. We are counting on you! 

End of Year Contributions—According to IRS Regulations, to be included on your 2017 
Member Contribution Statement (used for your tax reporting purposes) all contributions must 
be received by the church on or before December 31. This includes stock transfers. The only 
exception is those checks mailed to the church, postmarked December 31, 2017.   



 

BRPC Seeking Interim Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families 

Our Church is seeking an Interim Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families.  
Working in partnership with the Children and Family Ministries Council of our Session, this 
person provides leadership and inspiration in support of God’s call for our church to embrace 
and minister to children and their families. Programming currently includes weekly Sunday 
School, mid-week education and fellowship opportunities, children and family special 
events, and Summer Vacation Bible School, encouraging nurture of faith and active partici-
pation in the life of our church.  Start date for this position is January 8, 2018, with some 
flexibility in the schedule and hours, ideally targeting the 20 – 30-hour range.  Candidates 
should have a strong and sincere Christian faith, a love for children, leadership abilities, and 
experience working with children age birth through 5th grade.   
 

Important responsibilities include recruiting, training, and supporting volunteers, collabora-
tion with other church staff, ministering to the families of our children, and bringing leader-
ship and vision to our programming.  We are asking members and friends of BRPC to please 
help us in identifying potential applicants. 
 

For more information or if you would like to apply or know someone who may be a good 
candidate for this position, please talk to Senior Pastor, Dennis Jones, or Chairperson of Per-
sonnel Council, Karen Johnson or email us at:  childrensministry@brpc.org. 

BRPC Historical Tidbit 

Children and Family Ministries 

The Advent Festival is a wonderful tradition for the entire family!  
Please join us next Sunday, December 10, for a very special celebration of 
the Advent season.  Following the 10:15 am worship service, there will be 
festive fellowship, a continental breakfast, and crafts in Westminster Hall! 
For more information, please contact Jackie at jobregon@brpc.org.  

Children’s Musical—Come to the Manger, Sunday, Dec. 10  
Service of Lessons & Carols 
led by Children & Youth 
December 10th @ the 10:15 a.m. Service 

mailto:childrensministry@brpc.org
mailto:jobregon@brpc.org


 

The Christmas Season 

The Giving Tree 
Once again we have the opportunity to bless others during this Christmas sea-
son.  The Giving Tree is up in Westminster Hall and has been filled with or-
naments detailing a wish from one of our mission partners.  This year there 
are gifts for God's Co-op Pantry clients, Homeless Solutions, IHN and wom-
en of the Bo Robinson Transitional Center.  Please take an ornament (or 
two!) and purchase the item listed and return to the Church Office or the tree by December 
10th.  This deadline ensures that all gifts are distributed to the recipients prior to Christ-
mas.  Thank you for your support of this incredibly meaningful ministry.  This year we have 
many requests for gift cards and ask that these be dropped off to the Church Office or given 
to Maureen Paterson after worship.  

Order Your Poinsettias by Monday, December 11 
Poinsettias will grace our sanctuary again this Christmas season. If you wish 
to contribute to the fund for these flowers, in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please call the church house by Monday, December 11.  The cost is $15.  
We will list the honored names in the bulletin on the 4th Sunday of Advent, 
December 24. 

Please note that we will not be having the ’Appy Christmas Party this year.  Join us for all the 
other joyous events we will have as a church family!  

Give a Gift of Caring – it always fits and never has to be exchanged! 
Wondering what to give to someone on your list?   The Mission Council is again offering 
Gifts of Caring /Alternative Gifts to support mission work locally, nationally, and world-
wide. You can make a donation to one of our mission partners, and receive a commemora-
tive card to give to someone on your Christmas list!    

This year you can select God’s Co-op Food Pantry, Elizabethport, IHN, Ecuador, Haiti, Vil-
lage2Village Project in Uganda, and Hurricane Disaster Relief for Puerto Rico, Texas or 
Florida. 
 

Just stop by the entrance to Westminster Hall on Saturday or Sunday after any worship ser-
vice on December 2, 3, 9, or 10. It’s a great chance to help someone in need and give a gift 
to a loved one… or even to yourself! 

27th Annual Cookie Walk—Saturday, December 9 from 10 a.m. –12 noon 
Come to the annual Cookie Walk at the Visiting Nurse Association, 200 Mt. Airy Road in 
Basking Ridge.  Walk around and purchase your favorite home-baked cookies! Proceeds 
benefit the Adult Day Center of the VNA of Somerset Hills. We hope to see you there! 



 

Christmas Season at BRPC  
 

Saturdays, December 9, 16, 23, 30 
5:00 p.m.  Oak Table Service in Westminster Hall 
 

Sunday, December 10–Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00 am Chapel worship 
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary worship/Children’s Musical 
  followed by the Advent Festival 
 

Sunday, December 17—Third Sunday of Advent 
9:00 a.m. Chapel worship 
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary worship 
Walk to Bethlehem, 4 p.m. 
The Walk begins at St. James Church, continues to St. Mark’s and Bishop Janes 
churches, ending here at BRPC. 

 
Sunday, December 24—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10:15 a.m.     Sunday—One  morning Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
                       

Christmas Eve, December 24            
 

4:30 p.m. Children’s Service    
  Dr. Maureen Paterson, leading 
 

7:00 p.m. Caroling on the Green                           
                   
7:35 p.m. Family Service 
  Jackie Obregon, leading   
 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
  Rev. Dennis Jones, preaching 
  Alumni, Sanctuary Choirs and Handbell Ensemble 

Christmas Day, December 25 

11:00 a.m. Informal “Come As You Are” Service 
  Cathi Reckenbeil, leading 
 

 
Sunday, December 31—One Worship Service at 10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary 



 

Weekly Calendar 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT—DECEMBER 3  

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ................  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:15  am ................  Westminster Hall 
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Jubilee Choir, 11:15 am ...................  Chapel 
Nominating Committee, 11:30 am ...  Library 
Oratorio, 4:00 pm .............................  Sanctuary 
Oratorio Reception, 5:30 pm ............  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—DECEMBER 4 

Sr. YOUth Trip, 4:45 pm .................  Off-site 
Session, 7:30 pm ..............................  Parlor 

TUESDAY—DECEMBER 5 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9 am ...................  Geneva Room 
Connect, 4:15 pm .............................  Westminster Hall 
Little Voices, 4:15 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Joyful Noise, 4:45 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Off-site 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout #351, 7:30 pm.........................  Youth Center 
WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 6 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am  ......  Parlor 
Youth Music, 5:00 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
300th Committee, 7:30 pm ...............  Library 
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ...............  Parlor 

THURSDAY—DECEMBER 7 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 pm .......................... Knox Room 

FRIDAY—DECEMBER 8 

SATURDAY—DECEMBER 9 

Children’s Musical Rehearsal, 9:00 am West. Hall 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
         ____________________________________ 

 
Join Us Next Sunday! 

 
December 10    Traditional Worship at 9 a.m. in Chapel 
                         Children’s Musical at 10:15 a.m. 
                         followed by the Advent Festival 
 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Juan Alvarez 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

Church Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


