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And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand
into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and
safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the
night. And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in
the lone East.”
~Minnie Louise Haskins

Welcome
We warmly welcome you to wor ship at The Pr esbyter ian Chur ch in Basking Ridge. We
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your
experience with us.

Children and Families
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services
when necessary.

Oak Table Service

We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area.

Sunday Worship Services

9:00 a.m. Nur ser y car e is available for childr en age 2 year s and younger .
10:15 a.m. Nur ser y car e is available for childr en ages 2 year s and younger . Childr en
ages 3—grade 5 may go to Sunday School after the Message for Children. Middle School Students are invited to Bibles & Bagels in the Church House Library
after the Message for Children. The first Sunday of the month, children in grades
3 and up are invited to remain in worship with their families.

Online Sermons

Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays
are available on the church website at
www.brpc.org. To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the
main menu.

Amplification Headsets

So that all may enjoy the worship service,
sound amplification headsets are available
from the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.

Who Does God Call Us to Be?
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith. Those who worship here come
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of
ways.
We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.
We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf.
We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more wholeheartedly.
We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, taking risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.
Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future.
~The Opening Paragraph of V ision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge

Order of Worship
Saturday Evening ~ 5:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall
December 30, 2017

oak table service

(Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
*GATHERING SONGS

All Creatures of Our God and King
We Three Kings of Orient Are

SCRIPTURE

arr. David Crowder

HYMN 151

Psalm 148; Luke 2: 22-40

MESSAGE

Dr. Maureen Paterson

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

I Surrender All

by Judson W. VanDeVenter
& Winfield S. Weeden

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING SONG
BENEDICTION

Joy to the World

HYMN 134

Order of Worship
10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary

December 31, 2017

first sunday after christmas

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE

Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella
What Is This Lovely Fragrance
Sing We Now of Christmas
Clifford Parrish, organ

arr. Christopher Uhlein
arr. John Feguson
arr. David Paxton

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, welcomed by strangers,
Worshipped by shepherds,
People: God is there.
Leader: When Jesus is presented at the temple, held by Simeon, recognized by Anna.
People: God is there.
Leader: This very morning, here in this place,
People: God is here.
Leader: In the future we cannot see, a new year about to begin.
People: God is there.
All: Come, let us worship God!
*OPENING HYMN
As with Gladness Men of Old
HYMN 150
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

The birth of Christ fills us with new life and new hope,
and yet Lord we so quickly return to our old ways.
We so quickly forget your presence among us.
We turn our hearts away from those in need around us,
close our eyes to injustice and seek to fulfill our own desires.
Forgive us, Lord.
May your spirit born in us this Christmas
continue to dwell in our hearts and
set us free to be the people you call us to be,
to bring healing and hope to our world,
in Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
We Are Forgiven

We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

HYMN 447

*THE PEACE
Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: and also with you.
Leader: I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Jacqueline Obregon

O Come, with Body and Mind
O, Come, with body and mind.
O, Come, with spirit and voice.
Bring the whole person, bring the whole person,
Come, let’s sing and rejoice.

Helen Kemp

(Children ages 3 - 2nd grade may go to Sunday School.
Children grades 3 and up are invited to remain in worship. There is no Bibles & Bagels.)

*HYMN
SCRIPTURE LESSON

We Three Kings of Orient Are

HYMN 151

Psalm 148; Luke 2: 22-40

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
Unfinished Business

Dr. Maureen Paterson

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING
OFFERTORY

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
Clifford Parrish, organ

by Johann Pachelbel

Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
HYMN 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN
Sing of God Made Manifest
HYMN 156
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rejoice and Be Merry

by David Paxton

Church Family
The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:
~ By Kevin and Gail Duffe, in loving memory of Kevin’s sister, Joan Conlon.
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members
of the congregation. Would you like to contribute to the flowers to
celebrate a joyful event, share a memory or honor a loved one or rejoice
in God’s many gifts? If you would like to donate an arrangement, please
contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; or email
debbie.schaub@verizon.net.

flowers

Our Greeter at the 10:15 a.m. service is Donna Van Blarcum.
Join us for coffee hour and fellowship following worship in Westminster Hall, hosted by
Ken and Sally Warman.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
College-Age Amazing Dinner Get-Together
When: Wednesday, J anuar y 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Who: College-aged folks and Youth Advisors - tell your friends - all are welcome!
Where: Stir ling Hotel, 227 Main Ave, Stir ling, NJ 07980
Bring: $20 to help cover the cost of dinner
RSVP: to Cathi at 908-240-2060 if possible (last minute drop-ins welcome)
Why: to r econnect with old fr iends, shar e gr eat memor ies and meet new folks
Sr. YOUth Ski/Snowboard Retreat in the Poconos – Feb. 23 – 25
Registration forms were emailed and are also available online, in the youth center and on the
table across from Cathi’s office. Space is limited so please sign up today.

Mission
Mission Trip to St. Thomas in January, 2018
Our Presbytery is sponsoring a Mission Trip to St. Thomas to help those affected by the hurricanes this fall. There is some flexibility in the arrival date, but we have lodging reservations at the St. Thomas Reformed Church from Jan. 16-23. Supplies and equipment are onsite. We will be doing manual labor, mostly mucking out, etc. The total expected cost per
person, including air, meals, local transportation in St. Thomas, donation for supplies, etc. to
be in the $1,000-1,200 range. More details to follow, but we do need to get those who are
seriously interested to commit quickly. Space is limited! Please contact Mike Rountree at
mikerountree56@gmail.com for information or if you would like to go!

Children and Family Ministries
BRPC Seeking Interim Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families
Our Church is seeking an Interim Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families.
For more information or if you would like to apply or know someone who may be a good
candidate for this position, please talk to Senior Pastor, Dennis Jones, or Chairperson of Personnel Council, Karen Johnson or email us at: childrensministry@brpc.org.

Stewardship 2018

We are Grateful for the Generosity of the Congregation!
Thank you to the 197 individuals and families who have made pledge
commitments for 2018 totaling $805,000. In response to prayerful consideration of what God is calling them to do, many in our congregation have
increased their pledges from last year. We are excited and encouraged by
the 20 new pledges totaling $61,860 included in this total. Those of you
still in thought and prayer about your commitment to the mission and ministry of our church are encouraged to return a pledge card as soon as possible so we can complete our plans for the coming year. We are counting on
you!
End of Year Contributions—According to IRS Regulations, to be included on your 2017
Member Contribution Statement (used for your tax reporting purposes) all contributions must
be received by the church on or before December 31. This includes stock transfers. The only
exception is those checks mailed to the church, postmarked December 31, 2017.

BRPC Historical Tidbit

Weekly Calendar

The Presbyterian Church

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31

Worship, 10:15 am ...........................
Sanctuary
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am.............. Westminster Hall
MONDAY—JANUARY 1—NEW YEAR’S DAY

Church Office Closed for Holiday
TUESDAY—JANUARY 2

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm..............
WEDNESDAY—JANUARY 3

Geneva Room
Off-Site
Youth Center

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......
College-Age and Advisors Dinner, 6:30 pm
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ...............

Parlor
Off-site
Parlor

THURSDAY—JANUARY 4
FRIDAY—JANUARY 5
SATURDAY—JANUARY 6

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............. Westminster Hall
____________________________________

Magnetic Nametags
New individualized magnetic nametags are being
offered to all members as an option for your church
nametag, with color and font choices. Thanks to a
generous anonymous donor, these are FREE! See
the Welcoming Team in Westminster Hall to order
yours after worship today! Children and youth are
lovingly invited to get their own as well!

One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920
908.766.1616 FAX: 766.4450
e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15
Associate Pastor
Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11
Parish Associate
Rev. Bruce E. Schundler
Director of Ministries to Youth, Young
Adults and Their Families
Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17
Director of Ministries to Children
Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14
Tree House Director
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619
Director of Music Ministry
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809
Director of Children’s Music Ministry
Beth Donley ................................... 953-9809
Church Administrator & Treasurer
Janet Bentley ....................................... ext. 18
Assistant Treasurers
Liz Messineo ...................................... ext. 21
Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21
Pastoral Administrative Asst.
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19
Church Administrative Asst.
Janice Leotti ........................................ ext. 12
Receptionist
Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10
Communications Coordinator
Gary Ingram ........................................ ext. 13
Sexton Staff
David Brownlee .................................. ext. 16
Juan Alvarez
Ministers
All the People
Clerk of Session
Tina Bramel

President of Trustees
Bill Emmitt
Moderator of Deacons
Jan Hedden

Church Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

