
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

January 6 and 7, 2018 

 

 

Open the heavens, almighty Father, 
and pour out your Spirit 
upon your people gathered in prayer. 
Renew the power of our baptismal cleansing 
and fill us with zeal for good deeds. 
Let us hear your voice once again  
that we may recognize in your beloved Son 
our hope of inheriting eternal life. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
in the splendor of eternal light, 
God for ever and ever, Amen. 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .   
10:15 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 years and younger . Children  
  ages 3—grade 5 may go to Sunday School after the Message for Children.  Mid-

dle School Students are invited to Bibles & Bagels in the Church House Library 
after the Message for Children.  The first Sunday of the month, children in grades 
3 and up are invited to remain in worship with their families. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening ~ 5:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall 

   January 6, 2018                                                     oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    
  
    
 
 
   PRELUDE              

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                   HYMN 475               
                              We Three Kings of Orient Are          HYMN 151               
         

   SCRIPTURE                                     Isaiah 60: 1-6, Matthew 2: 1-12              
     

   MESSAGE                                               Unexpected Guests                               Rev. Tex Culton 
 
   PRAYER OF THE DAY  Michelle Ortega 

   OFFERING  

   SPECIAL MUSIC                         King of Glory                                  by Chris Tomlin                              

    SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.       

 *CLOSING SONG                          O Christ, Surround Me                     HYMN 543 

    BENEDICTION    
    

            



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Chapel;10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              January 7, 2018          baptism of the lord sunday 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)   

                     

                 
 PRELUDE (10:15)  Blackbird by Lennon & McCartney 
   Dermot McGuire, guitar 
   
 WORDS OF WELCOME  (10:15) Dr. Maureen Paterson 

 CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             

         Leader:   God anointed Christ to console the afflicted.     
   People:   Come, let us worship the Lord our comforter!        
   Leader:   God anointed Christ to emancipate the enslaved.    
   People:   Come, let us worship the Lord our liberator! 
   Leader:   God anointed Christ to bind up the wounded.  
   People:   Come, let us worship the Lord our healer! 
   Leader:   God anointed Christ to deliver the troubled. 
   People:   Come, let us worship the Lord our Savior!         

*OPENING HYMN                       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                      HYMN 475 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)    

              Creator of all worlds, 
 we confess to sporadic beliefs and inconsistent faithfulness. 
 Before the mystery of the universe  
 our minds cannot grasp a God who embraces infinity.   
 In the face of natural disasters and cruel inhumanity 
 we doubt that love reigns. 
 Between our own actions and the best we know 
 we see a wide gap that we cannot bridge.  
 O God, reclaim us and help us to reclaim our baptism;  
 we need your healing, forgiving, transforming Spirit. Amen.     

 SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE             We Are Forgiven   HYMN 447 

                    We are forgiven. We are forgiven.  
         Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
                We are forgiven. We are forgiven.  
               Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.  

 

  

      

   



 

 
            

  

  
 *THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.   

  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:15)                                               

                 O Come, with Body and Mind                             Helen Kemp     

   O, Come, with body and mind. 
   O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
        Come, let’s sing and rejoice.    

               (Children ages 3 through grade 2 may go to Sunday School.  Children in grades 3 and up, 
              and middle school students, are invited to remain in worship. )     

*HYMN (10:15)                          Baptized in Water                                HYMN 482 

 SCRIPTURE LESSONS                  Mark 1: 4-11                                             (10:15) Joe Platt 

    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

 MEDITATION                                   Remember Who You Are                Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

 REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

   *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 Leader:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
 People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 

 Leader:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated on the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 Leader:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

       

          



 

  *BAPTISMAL VOWS 

 Leader: Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, 
  do you turn from the ways of sin 
  and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
 People: I do. 
 Leader: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 
  trusting in his grace and love? 
 People: I do. 
 Leader: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, 
  obeying his Word and showing his love? 
 People: I will, with God’s help. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                      

      OFFERTORY (10:15)                    Ring Out, Wild Bells          words by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

    Sanctuary Choir                        music by Thomas Gibbs 
 

    *DOXOLOGY               Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow            HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
   Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

RECOGNITION OF JOANNE HOWELL (10:15) 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  INVITATION 

  PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Minister: Lift up your hearts 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

    Minister: Let us pray...…  

        THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

   SERVING THE BREAD AND FRUIT OF THE VINE 
           (All bread served this morning is gluten-free.) 

     PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

   Minister: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
    in which you have given yourself to us. 

 People: Grant that we may go into the world  

  in the strength of your Spirit, 

 All: In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

*CLOSING HYMN                          Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart                               HYMN 804  

*BENEDICTION  

 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ In hope for a new year filled with peace and love for all people of the world.  

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Would you like to contribute to the flowers to  
celebrate a joyful event, share a memory or honor a loved one or rejoice  
in God’s many gifts?  There are two pier openings on January 14 and  
29. If you would like to donate an arrangement, please contact Debbie  
Schaub at 908-507-3844; or email debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Jeff and Nancy Campbell and Ellen Piccolo. 

Join us for coffee hour and fellowship following worship in Westminster Hall. 

Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord 
 

Don Wadsworth 
United with this Congregation                                March 7, 1984 
Entered the Church Triumphant                   January 1, 2018 

 

A Memorial Service will be held in our Sanctuary on January 20 at 11 a.m., 
followed by a Reception in Westminster Hall. 

The Rosebuds on the Communion Table celebrate the births of: 

William Rhett Skow on December 27, son of Mike and Maggie. 

Theodore (Theo) Samuel Divoll on December 4, grandson of Mike and Bobbi Rountree. 

Calvin Joseph Mroczek on December 29, great-grandson of Bill Todt. 

Please note: There will be a Memorial Service for Vernon Anderson on Saturday, January 
13 at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary, followed by a Reception in Westminster Hall. 



 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Opportunity to Give and Serve 

Senior YOUth Ski/Snowboard Retreat in the Poconos February 23 – 25, 2018 
Registration forms were emailed and are also available online, in the youth center and on the 
table across from Cathi’s office. Space is limited so please sign up today and join us! 
 

BRPC Hosts interfaith Hospitality Network Guests for Two Weeks 
Help share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. ~Romans 12:13 
Homeless families will be staying with us in our church house from Sunday, January 28-
Sunday, February 11 (TWO WEEKS).  People are needed to host dinners, spend 2 hours in 
the evening and sleep overnight.  For more information or to sign up, contact Joan Eichhorn. 
Sign-ups can also be done on our website or after worship services. 

Women’s Bible Study Resumes January 10, 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
Led by Dr. Maureen Paterson 
Our Wednesday Bible Study group will begin a new study on January 10th and all women 
are invited to attend.  We will be discussing Robert Chesnutt's book, "Meeting Jesus the 
Christ Again."  The book is designed to engage conversation between progressive and con-
servative theological viewpoints.  New members and occasional visitors are always wel-
come.  We meet in the Church House Parlor each Wednesday from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Adult Spiritual Formation 

Middle School Youth 
Sunday, Jan. 14 - Bibles and Bagels from 10:15 - 11:15 am 
Wed., Jan. 17 - Fellowship from 6 - 7:30 pm 
 
Senior YOUth Fellowship, Sunday January 14 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Join Caroline and Connor as they lead us in fellowship, games and a lively discussion. 
Bring $5 to help cover the cost of pizza, and bring a snack, salad or dessert to share. 



 

BRPC Snow Day Policy 
Our priority is to ensure the safety of our congregation, staff, and others who are part of our 
ministry. At all times, please exercise your own judgment in discerning whether it is safe to 
drive to church.  If you have a leadership role on a particular occasion – such as teaching Sun-
day School, singing in a choir, or serving coffee – please do not compromise your safety by 
traveling in unsafe conditions. 
 

During the week, our church office mirrors the Bernards Township public schools.  
(bernardsboe.com)  When they cancel school for the entire day, our church office will be 
closed and all events are cancelled.  When they have a 2-hour delayed opening, so do we, and 
the church office opens at 11:00 a.m.  When they have an early dismissal, we generally cancel 
afternoon and evening events.  
 

All cancellations or schedule changes, including worship services and other events that occur 
on weekends and holidays when school is not in session, will be posted on our church website 
(brpc.org) and on the phone answering machine (908-766-1616). 

BRPC Seeking Interim Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families 

Our Church is seeking an Interim Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families.  
Working in partnership with the Children and Family Ministries Council of our Session, this 
person provides leadership and inspiration in support of God’s call for our church to em-
brace and minister to children and their families. Programming currently includes weekly 
Sunday School, mid-week education and fellowship opportunities, children and family spe-
cial events, and Summer Vacation Bible School, encouraging nurture of faith and active 
participation in the life of our church.  Start date for this position is January 8, 2018, with 
some flexibility in the schedule and hours, ideally targeting the 20 – 30-hour range.  Candi-
dates should have a strong and sincere Christian faith, a love for children, leadership abili-
ties, and experience working with children age birth through 5th grade.   
 

Important responsibilities include recruiting, training, and supporting volunteers, collabora-
tion with other church staff, ministering to the families of our children, and bringing leader-
ship and vision to our programming.  We are asking members and friends of BRPC to 
please help us in identifying potential applicants. 
 

For more information or if you would like to apply or know someone who may be a good 
candidate for this position, please talk to Senior Pastor, Dennis Jones, or Chairperson of 
Personnel Council, Karen Johnson or email us at:  childrensministry@brpc.org. 

Children and Family Ministries  

http://brpc.org/
mailto:childrensministry@brpc.org


 

Sermon Notes 



 

Artwork of Little Presbyterians 



 

Weekly Calendar 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ................  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Joint Budget Committee, 11:30 am ..  Library 
Nominating Committee, 11:30 am ...  Parlor 
Confirmation Class and Dinner, 5:00 pm Parlor 

MONDAY—JANUARY 8 

Pantry Committee, 1:00 pm .............  Parlor 
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ...........  Library 

Session, 7:30 pm ..............................  Parlor 

TUESDAY—JANUARY 9 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Off-Site 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm ..............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—JANUARY 10 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Youth Music, 5:00 pm ......................  Knox Room 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
Youth & Young Adult Ministry, 7:00 pm Parlor 
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................  Agape Room 
Cemetery Heritage Comm., 7:30 pm  Geneva Room 
Trustees, 7:30 pm .............................  Library 

THURSDAY—JANUARY 11 

Mary Circle, 12:00 pm .....................  Parlor 

FRIDAY—JANUARY 12 

SATURDAY—JANUARY 13 

Vernon Anderson Memorial, 11 am .............. Sanctuary 
Anderson Reception, 12 pm .............. Westminster Hall 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
         ____________________________________ 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children  
   Jacqueline Obregon. ........................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

Church Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Save the Date: Women's Annual Retreat 

March 24, 2018 at  
The Fellowship Deaconry in Liberty Corner   

Topic: Christian Mindfulness  
Leader: Linda Metcalfe  


