
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

February 24 and 25, 2018 

Second Weekend in Lent 

 

Projects of personal transformation rarely if ever 

      succeed by accident, drift or imposition. 

                          ~Dallas Willard  



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .   
10:15 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 years and younger . Children  
  ages 3—grade 5 may go to Sunday School after the Message for Children.  Mid-

dle School Students are invited to Bibles & Bagels in the Church House Library 
after the Message for Children.  The first Sunday of the month, children in grades 
3 and up are invited to remain in worship with their families. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening ~ 5:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall 

   February 24, 2018                                                     oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    
  
    
 
   PRELUDE              

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS                         Down to the River to Pray                           

                                      As the Deer                                  HYMN 626  
         

   OPENING PRAYER 
    
   SCRIPTURE                                                  John 5: 1-18              
     

   MESSAGE                                                                                                       Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
 
   OFFERING  

   SPECIAL MUSIC                       Knowing You                              by Graham Kendrick 

    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

    PRAYER RESPONSE             Sweet Hour of Prayer (vs. 3)   

                          Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer 
  Your wings shall my petition bear 

  To him whose truth and faithfulness 
  Engage the waiting soul to bless 

  And since he bids me seek his face 
  Believe his word and trust his grace 

I’ll cast on him my every care 
  And wait for you, sweet hour of prayer.          

    THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.       

 *CLOSING SONG                         Blessed Assurance                                  

    BENEDICTION    
    

            



 

Order of Worship 

9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel;10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              February 25, 2018          second sunday in lent 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)   

  

 LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (10:15)  Andrew Pasnik, Acolyte 

 PRELUDE (10:15)  Light Dawns on a Weary World  arr. Aaron David Miller 
     
 WORDS OF WELCOME   

 CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             

         Leader:   Let us worship God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ.  
   People:   We are new creations; the old has gone, the new has come!  
   Leader:   Let us worship God as Christ’s ambassadors.       
   People:   Through us and through our worship  
    may we announce the good news to all.      
   Leader:   Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 
   People:   Praise God! We are reconciled, redeemed, renewed! 

*OPENING HYMN                                 Come, Worship God                                          HYMN 386 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)    
              Everlasting God,  
 fountain of all life and the true home of every heart: 
 Our hearts are restless until they rest in you.  
 Yet we confess that our hearts have been enslaved  
 by selfish passion and sinful desire.  
 We have sought after many things and  
 have neglected the one thing that matter the most-  
 We have not loved you with our whole hearts.  
 Help us to turn to you and find forgiveness.   
 Lead us home, that we may again find in you 
 our healing and joy and peace. Amen.       

 SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE             God, You Invite Us    by Chris Fortin 

                     



 

            

  

 
  
*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.      

  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:15)                  

    PRESENTATION           Gemma Jean Balboni   Elder Scott Eichhorn 
                               Daughter of Kate and Dan Balboni  
                Sponsors: Kelsie Snyder and Matthew Balboni 
 
             Hazel Elizabeth and Maxwell James Battista 
            Children of Michael and Courtney Battista 
   Sponsors: Vincent and Eva Battista, Kristin Gregory, Kenneth Gregory          

     PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)  Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith” 

 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism, 
 fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people. 
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Elder: Do you, as members of this church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and  
  nurture Gemma, Hazel and Maxwell by word and deed, with love and prayer, 

encouraging them to know and follow Christ and to be faithful members 
  of this church?  If so, please say “we do.” 

 People: We do. 

   THE BAPTISM 

   PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS 

   WELCOME 

 Elder: Let us welcome Gemma, Hazel and Maxwell.  
 People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church 
  to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

       (Children ages 3 - grade 5 may go to Sunday School.  Middle School students may go to Bibles & Bagels.) 

*HYMN (10:15)                              We Come to You for Healing, Lord                     HYMN 796 

 STORY OF FAITH               David Lange 

 SCRIPTURE LESSONS                    John 5: 1-18  

    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.   

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING     

      OFFERTORY (10:15)                                     O Love                                   arr. Elaine Hagenberg 

            Sanctuary Choir 

                         



 

 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~ By Dan and Jami Bliss, in loving memory of Jeffrey Bliss. 
~ By Lisa, Betsy and Erica to honor their father, Bill Todt’s, 91st birthday. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Would you like to contribute to the flowers to cele-
brate a joyful event, share a memory or honor a loved one or rejoice in 
God’s many gifts?  There is one pier opening on March 11, April 1 and 8. 
If you would like to donate an arrangement, please contact Debbie Schaub 
at 908-507-3844; or email debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Join us for coffee hour and fellowship following worship in Westminster Hall, hosted by 
the Kuhn Family after the 9 a.m. service and Susan Frantz after the 10:15 a.m. service. 

  *DOXOLOGY               Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow             HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.    

  *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 SERMON               Invitation to Participate in Your Own Healing   Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION   

 PRAYER RESPONSE     Sweet Hour of Prayer (vs. 3)   

                     Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer 
Your wings shall my petition bear 

To him whose truth and faithfulness 
Engage the waiting soul to bless 

And since he bids me seek his face 
Believe his word and trust his grace 

I’ll cast on him my every care 
And wait for you, sweet hour of prayer. 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

           For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

*CLOSING HYMN                               Blessed Assurance                                     HYMN 839 

*BENEDICTION  
 

 POSTLUDE (10:15)                                  Vineyard Haven                      by Richard Dirksen 
 

 

The Reverend Ian Rankine will be installed as the Pastor of the Presbyterian Church at 
Pluckemin on Sunday, March 11 at 3 p.m..  All are warmly invited to attend. 
 



 

Lenten Sermon & Small Group Series — Invitations from God 
Lent is the 40-day season of the Christian year where Christians focus on simple living, 
prayer, and fasting, in order to grow closer to God.  It is a season of taking stock of one’s life 
in general and one’s spiritual life in particular, and to seek repentance, renewal, and rebirth.   
 
This Lent our theme is Invitations From God.  Our sermon series, and 
a number of Lenten small groups, will be inspired by Adele Ahlberg 
Calhoun's book, Invitations from God: Accepting God’s Offer to Rest, 
Weep, Forgive, Wait, and Remember. The book is readily available at 
Amazon in both paperback and Kindle and you are encouraged to pur-
chase a copy, to read as part of your personal Lenten journey, or 
to participate in one of the small groups.   
 
Come to one of the Lenten Small Groups that will run for the Lenten season. 
 Tuesday evenings at 7:15 p.m. at the home of Bob and Eleanor Taylor, 141 Childs Road, 

Basking Ridge. 

 Wednesdays at 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Church House Parlor led by Maureen Paterson 
      (Women’s Bible Study). 
 Wednesdays at 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Church House Parlor led by Dennis Jones.  

Lenten Season 

Lenten Mission Offering and Food Drive 
This year we are supporting two local mission partners throughout the Lenten season.   
 

Safe and Sound (formerly Women's Resource Center)  we will collect financial donations 
to support the Safe House Resident's Fund which is used for emergency needs for resi-
dents.  Safe and Sound continues to operate a women’s shelter in a property which belongs to 
BRPC for those escaping domestic abuse.  This invaluable ministry provides healing and hope 
to women and children who often leave their homes with very few possessions and provides 
shelter and services to these families as they begin to rebuild their lives.  Our Lenten offering 
will support the Safe House Resident's Fund which is used to help residents with  emergency 
needs.  Please mark "Safe and Sound" on the memo line of your check or on your envelope. 

Food Drive for God's Co-Op Pantry 
Each month over 300 bags are given to over 130 individuals and fami-
lies.  Clients include local residents of Ridge Oak, veterans and families 
living in Bernards township.  Please bring items from the list below to 
specially marked boxes in the Church House, Westminster Hall and the 
Narthex.   
4 lb bags meseca flour 
5 lb bags rice 
24 oz vegetable oil 
 

1 lb bags dried black beans  
Powdered chicken bullion 
Large cans tomatoes 

7 oz canned chicken 
7 oz canned tuna 
Pasta sauce 
Mac n cheese 



 

Women’s Ministry 

Children and Family Ministries  

Children’s Mid-Week Update 
So much is happening in Children and Families Ministries!  Please be 
sure to mark your calendars for all the great things coming up!  This 
week our Mid-week Ministry program is back on track Tuesday 4:15-
5:30, with a special visit from our friend, Dotty Dameo and her thera-
py dog, Nikki.  We are in the midst of planning something “egg”xtra 
special after the 10:15 service on March 25. You won’t want to miss 
it!  We’ll have an “egg”cellent encore on March 27 following the midweek program:  please 
join us for a pizza dinner and egg-coloring 5:30-6:30.  (Egg-boiling volunteers needed.)  Has 
this week’s warm weather gotten you thinking about summer? About Vacation Bible School? 
Plan to set sail on a Bible adventure with us July 30 - August 3. Details coming soon! Please 
contact Susan Ward at sward@brpc.org or Beth Donley at bethdonley@ymail.com with any 
questions.   

mailto:sward@brpc.org
mailto:bethdonley@ymail.com


 

Middle School Youth 
Middle School Fellowship—Dinner, discussion and games downstairs in the Youth Cen-
ter of the Church House. Join us on Wednesday, February 28 from 6-7:30 p.m.  
 

Middle School Bibles & Bagels—start at 10:15 a.m. worship then head to the church house 
library for bagels and a lively discussion.  Join us on Sundays!  

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Conversation with Chris, March 4
th

, 4 p.m., Church House Parlor 
Our music director, Chris Fortin, will discuss Dan Forrest’s 2014 Requiem for the Living to 
be performed on March 18 at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary by our oratorio choir and instrumental-
ists.  In an interview format Chris will answer why this requiem was selected, how he pre-
pared for it, who Dan Forrest is, and what to listen for. A short video of Dan Forrest will be 
shown and there will be ample time for questions. For more information please contact Eve-
lyn Drake 908-766-9282 (endrake@verizon.net). 

Music Ministries  

mailto:endrake@verizon.net


 

IHN - Inter-Faith Hospitality Network 
Thank you to all of you who helped to make our IHN program a success. We 
are always in need of volunteers, so if you want a gratifying, heart-warming 
experience please sign up online or contact Joan Eichhorn—908 350 3110. 
Thanks be to God for His goodness & grace, and for us who are able to help 
those in need.  Our next Hosting week is April 15 to 22. 
Inter-Faith Hospitality Network is reorganizing its leadership. Please be prayerful 
in your consideration of being part of this team.  Many hands make light work, so if you 
are interested please contact Maureen Paterson or Joan Eichhorn.  

Mission 

Join us for the 2018 Ecuador Mission Trip 
For the 8th time, BRPC will send a mission team to work in Ecuador, from July 7 to July 14, 
2018. The team will return for the fourth time to work in La Union, a severely impoverished 
island barrio in the Guayas River.  Our core work will continue to be building simple cane 
houses for families as well as painting the school and providing instruction in sewing.  

We have continued to serve the people of La Union since the 2016 mission trip by continuing 
to provide 2 nurses to run the health clinic we built in 2014; supplying of materials for the 
building of a shelter for children at the school; providing the material for the building of two 
houses for families in crisis  – the labor was provided by members of the community.  We 
also provided oversight of the 20 ecological, composting toilets we built in 2016.  

If you enjoy hard work, fulfilling service, working with wonderful people and are interested 
in joining the team, please email or call Judy Pasnik at judy13@att.net - 908-568-6343.  

  

 
Early Bird Study–Sundays from 8-8:45 a.m. in the Church House Library 
The Early Bird Study is discussing The Parables of Jesus through Lent and into spring.  Meet 
first for coffee and fellowship at 7:45 a.m. in the Church House library on Sunday mornings 
and our study runs from 8-8:45 a.m. Visitors and new members are welcome! 

Faithful Living: An Examination of Christian Ethics 
9:00 – 9:45 AM, BRPC Church House Parlor—Led by Charles King 
It seems that everywhere we turn, we are confronted by examples of horrific behavior by 
prominent people in all areas of society.  How should we respond to this?  The Bible teaches 
that we can live our true calling as humans and bless the world through living in faith.  But 
what does this mean for our daily lives?   This series of discussions will examine insights on 
ethics to be gleaned from the Bible and approaches taken by Christians throughout  history, 
We will seek to apply these insights to practical problems we face today.  

February 25 What goals should we seek in our lives? 
March 4 What duties do we have as Christians?  Are there rules we should follow? 
March 11 What are Christian virtues? 
March 18       What are the challenges of living in community? 
March 25        How should Christians approach politics? 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

mailto:judy13@att.net
tel:(908)%20568-6343


 

It’s About BRPC’s Future! 

 
We need your help to identify additional candidates for the very important role of Deacon at 
BRPC.  A sense of God’s call to serve, coupled with a willingness to dedicate your energy 
to moving God’s work forward, is much more important than any particular set of skills or 
talents. 
 
Please prayerfully consider whether you can serve in this significant role in the life and min-
istries of BRPC.  As a Deacon, you will carry out a ministry of care, communication and 
hospitality to all BRPC members.  Deacon responsibilities include delivering food and/or 
flowers to those going through illness, loss of a loved one, or birth of a child, hosting me-
morial & funeral receptions, organizing Sunday morning greeters and coffee hour hosts, and 
overall care for church members in a cluster. 
 

To recommend yourself or another BRPC member, please complete the form below and 
return it to the Church Office or to “nominating@brpc.org”     

 

The Nominating Committee: Rev. Dennis Jones (ex-officio), Ellen Johnson (Trustee), Dotty 
Dameo (Deacon), Sue Brewer, Bill Gretta, Pat Haines, Meghan Klinger, David Klippel, and 
Don Grossmann (Elder, Chair). 

 
       ——————————————————————————— 
     
 CHURCH OFFICER CANDIDATE FOR DEACON NOMINATION  
 
Candidate Name:________________________________  
 
I believe this person would be a good candidate because:  
____________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 



 

Weekly Calendar 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, FEBRUARY 25 

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Adult Small Group, 9:00 am ............  Parlor 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ...............  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Bibles & Bagels, 10:15 am ..............  Library 
Sunday School, 10:15 am .................  Westminster Hall 
Fellowship Time,11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Nominating Comm., 11:30 am .........  Library 
Scout Troop #351 CPR, 2:00 pm .....  Geneva Room 

MONDAY—FEBRUARY 26 

Pantry Comm., 1:00 pm ...................  Parlor 
Deacons, 7:00 pm .............................  Parlor 
Adult Spiritual Formation, 7:00 pm .  Geneva Room 
Worship Council, 7:00 pm ...............  Pastor’s Office 
Youth & Young Adult Council, 7:00 pm Youth Ctr. 
Planning Council, 7:30 pm ...............  Agape Room 

Tree House Board, 7:30 pm .............  Library 

TUESDAY—FEBRUARY 27 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Min, 4:15 pm  Westminster Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Off-Site 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm ..............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—FEBRUARY 28 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Youth Music, 5:00 pm .....................  Knox Room 
Lenten Small Group, 6:00 pm ..........  Parlor 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
Oratorio Choir, 7:30 pm ...................  Knox Room 

THURSDAY—MARCH 1 

Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Oratorio Choir, 8:30 pm ...................  Knox Room 

FRIDAY—MARCH 2 

SATURDAY—MARCH 3 

Scout Troop #351 CPR, 2:00 pm .....  Geneva Room 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Interim Director of Ministries to Children  
   Susan Ward ......................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

Church Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sermon Response 
Find five minutes of solitude and silence, and 
ask God where God wants you to participate in 
your own healing. 


