
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

March 24 and 25, 2018 

Palm Sunday Weekend 
 

“Renew our courage that life’s dangers and disap-
pointments may not intimidate our souls.  Amid the 
tumult of these stormy days, restore our confidence 
that this earth, like a ship, has a pilot, a compass,  
a course, and a haven.  And if upon our lives such  
sorrow falls that happiness departs, grant us still a 
strong serenity, a secure peace, and a quiet trust.”   

- Harry Emerson Fosdick 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Services 
  9:00 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger .   
10:15 a.m.  Nursery care is available for  children ages 2 years and younger . Children  
  ages 3—grade 5 may go to Sunday School after the Message for Children.  Mid-

dle School Students are invited to Bibles & Bagels in the Church House Library 
after the Message for Children.  The first Sunday of the month, children in grades 
3 and up are invited to remain in worship with their families. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening ~ 5:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall 

   March 24, 2018                                                     a liturgy of palms and passion 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    
  
    
 
   PRELUDE              

  GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS                                  Everlasting God                             by Chris Tomlin  

                                          Hosanna                                 by Brooke Fraser                       
         

   OPENING PRAYER 
    
   SCRIPTURE READINGS                     Psalm 37: 1-9, Isaiah 40: 28-31              
     

   MESSAGE                                                                                                       Rev. Dennis W. Jones    
 
   OFFERING  

   SPECIAL MUSIC                    Waiting on You Again                         by Casey Corum   
                           & Brent Helming 

    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

    THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.       

 *CLOSING SONG                                   Knowing You                          by Graham Kendrick  

   CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    
    

            



 

Order of Worship 

9:00 a.m.—Chapel;10:15 a.m.—Sanctuary 

 March 25, 2018                   Palm/Passion Sunday 

                      (As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship and  
                be sure all cell phones are turned off.)   
   PRELUDE 

   WORDS OF WELCOME               (10:15) Dr. Maureen Paterson   

   CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                        

  Leader:  In times of security and times of uncertainty,                              1 Kings 17: 8-16   

             People:  O Lord, you hear our prayers.    

          Leader:  Confident in your faithfulness,   

          People:  we will ever praise your name. 

          Leader: through the abundance of your steadfast love  

   you have gathered us into your house.  
         People: In the holiness of your presence,  

   we bow down to worship and adore you.  

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN                    O Worship the King                                     HYMN 41                                                                

   PRAYER FOR PALM SUNDAY                  

  We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph  

  and was proclaimed Messiah and King  

  by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 

  Let these branches be signs of his victory,  

  and grant that we who carry them  

  may follow him in the ways of the cross,  

  that, dying and rising with him, we may enter into your kingdom;  

  through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you  

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen.    

   PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)     
 Holy God, 
 you promise us a life full of blessing,     
 but we do not always believe.  
 You incite us to hope, but we fall back into fear. 
 You urge us to give freely, but we cling to what we have. 
 You call us to watch at all times for you, but we grow lazy and self-absorbed. 
 Forgive us. Increase our hope, enlarge our hearts,  
 and keep us alert to the wonders you work in the world every day. 
 For the sake of Jesus we pray.  Amen.   
    

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

   

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 *RESPONSE OF PRAISE                         God, You Invite Us                                     by Chris Fortin 

   CHILDREN’S ANTHEM (10:15)         Shout Hosanna!                  Vicki Hancock Wright  
                                                          Soloists: Andrew Pasnik and Julia Mauro 
                                       (Children ages 3 through grade 5 may go to Sunday School.  

            Middle School Students are invited to remain in Worship.) 

 *HYMN (10:15)     All Glory, Laud and Honor HYMN 196              

   FAITH TESTIMONY        Safe and Sound Dawn Southerland 

   SCRIPTURE LESSON         Psalm 37: 1-9, Isaiah 40: 28-31  

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.    

      People:  Thanks be to God. 

   MEDITATION                               Invitation to Wait  Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

   PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                               

       OFFERTORY (9:00)   Ride On, King Jesus  
     Beth Donley, solo 

                             (10:15)              Those Who Wait on the Lord          by Craig Courtney 

        Sanctuary Choir 

     *DOXOLOGY            Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                   

    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise God all creatures here below; 
    Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

    PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

    THE  LORD’S PRAYER 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

    MINUTE FOR MISSION                Mission Trips                       Helen Hoens 

 

 



 

Forum: Mission Trip Updates–Today at 3 p.m. in the Parlor 
Join us today at 3:00 p.m. in the Church House Parlor to hear reports from our recent mission 
teams to St. Thomas and Rockport, TX.  Come and learn how the situation is in these places 
and ways we will continue to help moving forward. 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
 

~ In loving memory of Edward B. Knobloch, by his family. 
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Would you like to contribute to the flowers to cele- 
brate a joyful event, share a memory or honor a loved one or rejoice in  
God’s many gifts?  There are two pier openings on April 15 and 22. If you  
would like to donate an arrangement, please contact Debbie Schaub at 908- 
507-3844; or email debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Our Greeters at the 10:15 a.m. service are Mike & Judy Pasnik and George & Ronna  
Storm. 

Join us for coffee hour and fellowship following worship in Westminster Hall, hosted by  
Barbara Hyzer after the 9 a.m. service and Nancy Culton & Suzanne Price after the 10:15 a.m. 
service. 

Special Lenten Event for Middle School and Senior Youth-Today! 
Walk the large indoor Labyrinth at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 140 South Finley Ave. in 
Basking Ridge today from 1-2 p.m.  

Senior YOUth—meet at Copper Kettle at 11:45 a.m. for lunch before heading to St. Mark’s.  

Middle School—meet directly at St. Mark’s at 1 p.m. 

Children & Family Ministries 

Easter Event—Today!  For children through grade 5 
Join us at 11:30 a.m. today in Westminster Hall for an eggcel-
lent time! We will have an “egg”cellent encore on Tuesday, 
March 27 following the midweek program:  please join us for 
a pizza dinner and egg-coloring 5:30-6:30.  Planning summer 
camps and getaways yet?  We hope you include July 30-August 3 to set sail on a Bible ad-
venture with us. "Shipwrecked" registration details coming soon! LOTS of volunteers need-
ed!!  For information, contact Susan Ward at sward@brpc.org or Beth Donley 
at bethdonley@ymail.com with any questions. 

*HYMN                  In the Cross of Christ I Glory                              HYMN 213 

  BENEDICTION 

  POSTLUDE  (10:15)                            Wondrous Love                       from Southern Harmony 1835 

Special thanks to Luke Govan, for being our Cross-Bearer today. 

mailto:sward@brpc.org
mailto:bethdonley@ymail.com


 

 

Lenten Sermon & Small Group Series — Invitations from God 
Today we wrap up our Lenten theme in our sermon series Invitations 
From God, inspired by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun's book, Invitations from 
God: Accepting God’s Offer to Rest, Weep, Forgive, Wait, and Remem-
ber. We hope you will join us for our special services during Holy 
Week on our journey to Easter!   

Lenten Season 

Lenten Mission Offering and Food Drive 
Help us to support two local mission partners throughout the Lenten season.   
 

Safe and Sound (formerly Women's Resource Center)    Safe and Sound continues to oper-
ate a women’s shelter on a BRPC property for those escaping domestic abuse.  This invalua-
ble ministry provides healing and hope to women and children who often leave their homes 
with very few possessions and provides shelter and services as they rebuild their lives.  Our 
Lenten offering will support the Safe House Resident's Fund which is used to help with emer-
gency needs.  Please mark "Safe and Sound" on your envelope or  memo line of your check. 

Food Drive for God's Co-Op Pantry 
Each month approximately 300 bags are given to over 130 individuals 
and families.  Clients include local residents of Ridge Oak, veterans and 
local residents living below the poverty level.  Please bring items from 
the list below to the marked boxes in the Church House, Westminster 
Hall and the Narthex.   
4 lb bags meseca flour 
5 lb bags rice 
24 oz vegetable oil 
 

1 lb bags dried black beans  
Powdered chicken bullion 
Large cans tomatoes 

Canned chicken 
Canned tuna 
Pasta sauce 
Macaroni & cheese 

Lenten Music and Meditation Services 
Join us for our final short service of music, readings and prayer at 12 
noon in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, March 28, followed by a light 
lunch in Westminster Hall for $7.  No reservation needed. 

   
March 28 BRPC Chamber Singers 



 

 

HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES 
 

Palm Sunday  Saturday, March 24, 5 p.m., Westminster Hall 

Weekend   Sunday, March 25 at 9:00 and 10:15 a.m. 
    Following the 10:15 a.m. service, join us for 
    a Children’s Easter Event in Westminster Hall 
 
Maundy Thursday  March 29 at 7:30 p.m.—Sanctuary 
    Traditional Service  
    Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 
Good Friday   March 30 at 7:30 p.m.—Sanctuary 
    Seven last words of Christ 
 
Holy Saturday  Saturday, March 31, 5 p.m., Westminster Hall 
     

Easter Sunday  Sunday, April 1 at 9:00 and *10:30 a.m.  
    Both Services in the Sanctuary *note modified time                  
    Brass and Choirs 
 
    Join us in celebrating the Gift of New Life! 
    

Easter Lilies 

Celebrate the Memory of Loved Ones—Deadline Extended to March 27 
The lilies that grace our sanctuary at Easter are gifts from members of our con-
gregation given in memory of loved ones.  If you would like to contribute to this 
fund, please contact the Church Office by Tuesday, March 27.  The cost is $15.  
Names of those honored will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. 

Bring a Flower for the Easter Cross 
The flowered cross will stand outside on the steps of our church on Easter Sun-
day.  We invite you to bring a flower from home to adorn the cross in celebra-
tion of this glorious day! 

Easter Flowers 



 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

Join us for the 2018 Ecuador Mission Trip 
For the 8th time, BRPC will send a mission team to work in Ecuador, from July 7 to July 14, 
2018. The team will return for the fourth time to work in La Union, a severely impoverished 
island barrio in the Guayas River.  Our core work will continue to be building simple cane 
houses for families as well as painting the school and providing instruction in sewing.  

We have continued to serve the people of La Union since the 2016 mission trip by continuing 
to provide 2 nurses to run the health clinic we built in 2014; supplying of materials for the 
building of a shelter for children at the school; providing the material for the building of two 
houses for families in crisis  – the labor was provided by members of the community.  We 
also provided oversight of the 20 ecological, composting toilets we built in 2016.  

If you enjoy hard work, fulfilling service, working with wonderful people and are interested 
in joining the team, please email or call Judy Pasnik at judy13@att.net - 908-568-6343.  

                  

IHN - Inter-Faith Hospitality Network  
As we continue with our Lenten theme of discerning Invitations From God, we offer an op-
portunity to serve the less fortunate. The author Adele Ahlberg Calhoun states in her book 
with the same title as our theme that “time spent loving and seeing others is never wasted”. 
Won’t you accept this invitation to volunteer to spend time with others serving God as we 
serve them?  IHN guests will be with us from April 15th to April 22nd.  Sign-ups can be done 
online or after worship beginning today. 

 

Confirmation Youth 
Wednesday, March 28 from 6-8 p.m. 
Join Hal and Jann Slapin for a powerful spiritual Seder dinner as we look at Jesus’ last days. 
 
Youth Scholarships 
Each year, the Youth and Young Adult Ministry Council offers scholarships for college jun-
iors, seniors or graduate students.  The scholarships are granted to aid education at an accredit-
ed college, university or seminary for individuals dedicated to working in “helping profes-
sions” such as the pastorate, psychology, psychiatry, medicine, nursing, law and social work.  
Church members and Somerset Hills residents are eligible and can obtain applications in the 
church house or our website (ww.brpc.org). Applications due: May 21, 2018. 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Senior Youth (grades 9-12) Maine Workcamp—July 14-22, 2018.   

Middle School (grades 6-8) Morristown Mission Trip—August 9-12, 2018.   

Please call Cathi at 908-240-2060 or check our website www.brpc.org to register!   

mailto:judy13@att.net
tel:(908)%20568-6343


 

Adult Forum—Sunday, April 8 at 3 p.m. in the Church Parlor 
Rules, Goals, and Virtues: A Vocabulary for Christian Ethics 

Ethics is part of everyone’s experience, but most of us are not very good at 
explaining our moral choices—even to ourselves. Scripture, Christian tra-
dition, and shared experience in community provide the terms in which we 
think about how we live together in families, local communities, and in the 
wider society. Learning the vocabulary of our own moral life is the first 
step toward communicating our hopes and expectations to others. The dis-
cipline of Christian ethics is concerned with that kind of understanding and 
communication, expressed in a language of rules, goals, and virtues. 
 

Robin Lovin is a Visiting Scholar in Theology at Loyola University Chicago and Cary 
Maguire University Professor of Ethics emeritus at Southern Methodist University in Dal-
las, Texas. He was Dean of SMU’s Perkins School of Theology from 1994-2002, was a 
Senior Research Fellow at the Center of Theological Inquiry in Princeton, NJ until 2017, 
and has also taught at Drew, Emory, and the University of Chicago. He is an ordained min-
ister in the United Methodist Church. 

Spiritual Formation 

Church Donation Opportunity 
Love to shop on Amazon? Did you know that you can donate to the church every time you 
shop? Simply go to smile.amazon.com and log in. Choose the Basking Ridge Presbyterian 
Church as your charity of choice and you’re done! The website is identical to the regular 
Amazon site and will automatically donate .5% of your qualifying purchases to the church. 
MARCH SPECIAL: Sign up now, and Amazon will donate triple the amount of your first 
purchase (1.5%) made through March 31!  



 

Artwork of Little Presbyterians 



 

Weekly Calendar 
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25 

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Adult Small Group, 9:00 am ............  Parlor 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ...............  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:15 am .................  Westminster Hall 
Fellowship Time,11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Children’s Easter Event, 11:15 am ...  Westminster Hall 
Senior YOUth Lunch, 11:45 am ......  Off-Site 

Youth Labyrinth Walk, 1:00 pm ......  Off-Site 
Mission Forum, 3:00 pm ..................   Parlor 

MONDAY—MARCH 26 

Leisure Learning, 9:00 am ...............  Sanctuary 
Deacons, 7:00 pm .............................  Parlor 
Spiritual Formation Council, 7:00 pm Geneva Room 

Tree House Board, 7:30 pm .............  Library 

TUESDAY—MARCH 27 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Min, 4:15 pm  Westminster Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Off-Site 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 

WEDNESDAY—MARCH 28    

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Lenten Music & Meditation, 12:00 pm Sanctuary 
Lenten Luncheon, 12:30 pm ............  Westminster Hall 
Youth Music, 5:00 pm .....................  Knox Room 
Confirmation Seder, 6:00 pm ...........  Youth Center 

MAUNDY THURSDAY—MARCH 29 

Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:30 pm Sanctuary 
Sanctuary Choir, 8:30 pm ................  Knox Room 

GOOD FRIDAY—MARCH 30 

Good Friday Worship, 7:30 pm .......  Sanctuary 

HOLY SATURDAY—MARCH 31 

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Interim Director of Ministries to Children  
   Susan Ward ......................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Bill Emmitt 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jan Hedden 

Church Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Worship Services 

9:00 and 10:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 

    Rev. Dennis W. Jones preaching  


