
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

September 16, 2018 

Fall Block Party Weekend 

O God of a Thousand Faces, 
Who sees through all our pretenses 
to that silent, secret space within 

where our true spirit sojourns, 
prune away the duplicities that mask our best intentions 

and all those quick defenses that disguise who we really are.  
Open us up to you and to all who would touch the truth of our being,  

so all may see the integrity of lives given over to you, 
now and forever. Amen.  

~Miriam Therese Winter 
20th-century American Catholic missionary 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Children and Families 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during 
our Sunday morning services. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship services 
when necessary.  

Oak Table Service 
We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.  
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them 
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area. 

Sunday Worship Service 
  9:30 am  Nursery care is available for  children age 2 years and younger  and children of 
any age who find it difficult to remain in the worship service.   

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              September 16, 2018              fall block party sunday    

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

   

  PRELUDE                          Great Is Thy Faithfulness               arr. Cynthia Dobrinski  

               Knox Bell Choir                                                                  
       

  WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                                  

  CALL TO WORSHIP          

Leader:  For the joy of human company,  
    shared songs, and spoken prayers,                
People:  thanks be to God.         
Leader:  For a place that spans the ages and is a home to all who gather,        
People:  thanks be to God.  

            Leader:  For the wonder of life, 
     and the decision of God to come among us, 
 People:  thanks be to God. 

*HYMN          Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven                       HYMN 620 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION               
 O Lord our God, you call us to proclaim the gospel,  
 but often we remain silent. 
 You call us to be reconciled to you and one another,  
 but we are content to live in separation.  
 You call us to seek the good of all, 
 but we fail to resist the powers of oppression. 
 You call us to fight pretentions and injustice, but we sit idly by.  
 Forgive us, O Lord.  
 Reconcile us to you by the power of your Spirit,  
 and give us the courage and strength to be reconciled to others;  
 through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior, and brother. Amen.  

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 



 

*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                                                        Stacy Currie           

                (Children are invited to remain in Worship with their families.   

                                       Nursery and childcare are available to any child who may need it. )   

*HYMN                                        O God in Whom All Life Begins                    HYMN 308 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                              James 1: 17-27                                        Brigid McGuire 

  Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.      

   People:  Thanks be to God.       

 SERMON                        The Most Important Day of the Week      Rev. Dennis W. Jones                                         
  
 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                    Dr. Maureen Paterson 

   OFFERTORY                                          Take My Life                                      by Philip Lawson 

    Sanctuary Choir                    
      
    *DOXOLOGY             Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                   HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION       
   
    

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                    Praise to You, O God                                  by Chris Fortin 

               



 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

*CLOSING HYMN                      I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                HYMN 700 

*BENEDICTION         

  POSTLUDE                                                   Fanfare                                   by Gregory Hamilton 

  

Fall Sermon Series Begins Today! 
Presbyterian minister and author Frederick Buechner 
writes, “Generally speaking, if you want to know who 
you really are as distinct from who you like to think 
you are, keep an eye on where your feet take you.”  

Our Fall Sermon Series, entitled “Live It Out,” is in-
spired by the no-nonsense and practical wisdom of 
the Book of James where God calls us to be “doers" 
and not merely “hearers" of his word. We’ll be en-
couraged and inspired as we discover anew that faith 
is about more than beliefs, it’s about putting those 
beliefs into tangible actions to impact the lives of oth-
ers and the community and world that we live in.  

 

Sermon Series 

Everyone is Invited! 
Sunday, September 16 
  
Come for Worship  
9:30 am service 
in the Sanctuary 
 
Fun - Food - Fellowship 
following the service 
from 10:45 am - 12:45 pm  
at East Allen Street  
(behind the church)  



 

flowers 

Church Family 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~In loving memory of Jerry Dorr, by his family. 
~By Wendy Potter, in honor of Jean Roy Lamp’s 90th birthday. 
~By Estrid Jones, in loving memory of her parents, Val and Alice Paulsen, and for her 
mother’s birthday on September 18th. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members  
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion. There is one pier opening on  
September 30 and two pier openings for all of October. If you would like  
to donate an arrangement, please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; e-mail address,  
debbie.schaub@verizon.net. 

Membership 
Interested in Becoming a Member? Next Class, September 30 
We extend a warm invitation to our “Exploring Membership” class 
and luncheon on Sunday, September 30 from 11:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m. 
(immediately following the 10:15 a.m. worship service) in the 
Church House Parlor, located across the street from the Sanctuary 
building.  This is an excellent opportunity to share your faith jour-
ney and learn more about the beliefs and ministry of our church.  
Lunch will be served and childcare will be provided, if requested in advance by calling the 
church house at 908-766-1616.   

Five Year Anniversary 
Nancy Kuhn celebrated her 5-year anniversary at BRPC on Tuesday, September 11, 2018. 
Nancy is a part time assistant treasurer, where her excellent attention to detail and understand-
ing of confidentiality serve her well. She records church income, creates member contribution 
statements and works with our counters.  Nancy is an ordained deacon at BRPC as well as a 
hospital volunteer and avid tennis player. She, her husband John and their daughter Stefani are 
active members of our church. Please join the Personnel Council in celebrating this anniver-
sary for Nancy by letting her know you appreciate her good work at BRPC. 

Church Staff 

Church Family Update—New Phone Number 
After a recent fall while visiting her daughter in Washington, Joanne Howell is recovering 
from surgery and undergoing rehab. Due to the time difference and physical therapy 
schedule, the best time to reach her by this new phone number  is between 5-7 p.m. at 360-
722-7101. 
 

Cards may be sent to:   Joanne Howell 
   C/O Nancy Fletcher 
   15718  42nd Dr. NW 
   Stanwood, Wa. 98292 

tel:15718%2042


 

Children and Family Ministries 
Nursery News 
We invite you to visit our new updated Nursery! This year childcare will be staffed with two 
childcare providers for children ages 2 years and younger. Parents may leave their children 
while they attend worship in the Sanctuary. In addition, as of September 23 our 10:15 wor-
ship service will be live streamed into the Nursery for parents who wish to stay with their 
children and watch the service. 
 

Children’s Mid-Week Program 
Our Children’s Mid-Week Program will begin Tuesday, September 18 at 4:15 p.m. in West-
minster Hall.  All children in grade 5 and under are welcome! 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  
 
The Guardian Angels Ministry 
This ministry is designed to continue relationships with and offer support to college-aged  
students who are a part of the BRPC extended family.  Each student is linked with an individ-
ual, family, or group from the church who becomes that student’s angel for the school year. 
If you are interested in becoming an angel, or you have a student who may want to have an 
angel, please pick up a gold flyer from the narthex. 

Middle School Fellowship (grades 6-8) —Begins Wednesday, Sept. 19, 6-7:30 pm 
We begin with dinner followed by lots of  games, fun and spiritual activities. We meet down-
stairs in the Youth Center of the Church House building.  Join us! 

Middle School Bibles and Bagels—Begins Sunday, September 23 
We begin in the Sanctuary and after the Message for Children, we head to the church house 
library for fresh bagels and a lively discussion on Biblical topics.  Bring your Bible or let 
Cathi know if you need one.  Note: All 6th graders and new youth will be given a new Bible. 

Senior High Retreat—September 22-23 at Fellowship Deaconry 
Open to ALL 9-12th graders and advisors!  Games, leadership planning, high ropes and 
more! Sign up at https://brpc.org/events/sr-high-fellowship-fall-leadership-retreat/.  

Deacon Ministry 
Deacon Help 
Our dedicated board of Deacons is looking for some occasional extra volunteers to help them 
fulfill their caring ministry.  If you can help out at day-time memorial receptions; offer rides to 
church members for medical appointments or to church; cook the occasional meal for church 
members in need; serve as a greeter before 10:15 a.m. worship or serve coffee after Sunday 
services then please contact Maureen Paterson at mpaterson@brpc.org or speak to Deacon 
Moderator Jean Smith.  We would love to add your name to our list of volunteers! 

https://brpc.org/events/sr-high-fellowship-fall-leadership-retreat/


 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

Homeless Solutions– Next Date is September 29 
4 times a year, faithful members of our congregation volunteer their time to shop and 
cook dinner for the Homeless Solutions Shelter in Morris Plains.  The final two dates for 
2018 are approaching and we are in need of volunteers to (1) Grocery shop and (2) 
Cook and serve the meals.  For grocery shopping, the list is provided and you are reim-
bursed for the purchases.  For cooking, you arrive at 4pm to begin cooking, and the reci-
pes are provided.  Dinner is served at 6pm and clean up is done by shelter resi-
dents.  The remaining 2018 dates are: Saturday, September 29th and Saturday December 
29th.  Please contact Joelle Strona at mjstrona@ver izon.net or  908-626-1636 to vol-
unteer for just a few hours to make a big difference in the lives of others. 

Interfaith Hospitality Network Hosting Week - September 23-30 
We will be hosting our guests from Interfaith Hospitality Network from Sun-
day, September 23-30, 2018.  If you are looking for a heart-warming experi-
ence, please volunteer as an overnight, dinner or evening host! Sign up online 
or after worship services! 

Market Street Mission Coat Drive—Collection through October 21 
As the weather begins to turn cooler we will again be collecting coats 
for Market Street Mission's Annual Coat Drive.  We will collect gen-
tly used coats for adults and children along with hats/scarves/gloves 
through October 21.  Collection boxes will be located in Westminster 
Hall and outside of the Parlor in the Church House.  These donations 
will be distributed in Morristown in November.  Thank you in advance for making winter a 
little warmer for some of our neighbors in need. 

Mission Partners to Lead Oak Table Service on Saturday, September 29 
On Saturday, September 29th Bernie and Farijana Adeney-Risakotta, our mission partners 
in Indonesia will be leading in our 5:00 p.m. worship service.  Join us in Westminster Hall 
for worship and then stay for our mission potluck dinner.  It will be wonderful to welcome 
Bernie and Farijana back to BRPC and to hear updates on the work they are doing in God's 
name in Indonesia.   

Mission 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op Pan-
try to help those in need in our surrounding community.  Donations may 
be brought to the church house.  Thanks for your generous support! 
 
September—-Progresso Low-Sodium Soup 
 
October—5-7 oz. Canned Tuna 
November—24 oz. Vegetable Oil 
December—1 lb. bag dried black beans  

mailto:mjstrona@verizon.net


 

Spiritual Development 

Wednesday Bible Study—Begins September 19 from 9:30 -11:30 a.m.  
Led by Dr. Maureen Paterson 
Beginning on Wednesday, September 19 our Women’s Bible Study will resume in the Church 
House Parlor at 9:30 a.m.  We begin each session with prayer, enjoy spirited discussion and 
great refreshments and end by 11:30 a.m.  New members are always welcome, come when 
your schedule allows.  We will begin a new study of 1 and 2 Samuel—Old Testament books 
that are filled with warfare, romance, deceit, cunning and faith and dedication to God.  There 
is much we can learn from this study! 
 
Early Bird Study Resumes on Sunday, September 23 
The Early Bird Bible Study resumes on Sunday, September 23, to study the 50 Commands of 
Jesus.  We begin with coffee and fellowship at 7:45 a.m. in the Church House Library, fol-
lowed by study from 8-8:45 a.m.  We end in time for people to attend the 9 a.m. worship ser-
vice.  New members, visitors and drop-ins are always welcome! Those interested in preview-
ing the study may find the resources at http://www.swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Commands/
index.htm. 
 
Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Study Group—Begin September 23—Church House Parlor 
Theology: What’s It Good For?  Led by Charles King 
Theological controversies are often a source of division among Christians. In this series of 
discussions, we will consider several key and historically controversial Christian theological 
concepts, examining their biblical origins, their evolution throughout Church history, and how 
we might understand them in today’s world, recognizing that our understandings may vary 
significantly.   

Music Ministries 
Choral Workshop Coming September 29—Singers Invited!  
Please join me Saturday, September 29th as we host the prolific and highly 
acclaimed British composer, Will Todd for an all-day choral workshop here 
in our Sanctuary. We've sung several of his pieces in past Oratorios and ser-
vices, and I've been hoping for a while now to bring him here to Basking 
Ridge. Registration is open, so please sign up to sing and spread the word to 
any and all interested vocalists. Check out Will's music 
at www.willtodd.co.uk today! Can't wait to see you all!  :-) 

~Chris Fortin, Director of Music Ministries 

Friends of Music, Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church—Visit us online and contribute to 
the future of music today! http://brpc.org/worship/friends-of-music/ 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yIDqZCQBNewbFax5Be9AMWf5Tx4jtdu_VKNufyHHkYZbgkMO6JGb18dRiXfMZR3-7VgD5A2JhC88mYwVp1WjGHVS_J3esoPoao6g81xmPKLiQCCh7FImW46hS1STXvAwScyjS8YwxgPk06qsIa379UKh-ZnBLprztmlnpcObvCo=&c=LaUiatwO-wesOIPyqrG5UgX4BzCfMNM7k5M8mmzgdWdniXwALvMpP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yIDqZCQBNewbFax5Be9AMWf5Tx4jtdu_VKNufyHHkYZbgkMO6JGb1zlZy57YJeFifUjPUz2jgn-ZfkEBVKZZZg797MeoWu-rBlRsXjfoDx1ZMOBVD7-iXQAFAHUeoBy10Tw4EYxUZcTIpl3Pbl6NUqrgRV0jCmZaxeLZJBh9cd6yKa4BoOfDPiKQoYz47GPBKDmORyAZ3J4=&c=LaUiatwO-wesOIPyqrG5U


 

            
  

The Board of Session   

2021 2020 2019   

Dan Bliss Jon Klippel Allison Fahey   

John Mauro David Lange Don Grossmann   

Chuck Miller Andy Nowack Gail Iglesias   

Joy Schmitt Marty vandenHerik Brigid McGuire (y)   

John Weagley Peter Ward Michelle Ortega   

    Carol Skidmore   
  

  Maggie Wald   

 The Board of Deacons 
  

2021 2020 2019   

Ruth Bashe Dan & Rocio Campbell Dorothy Dameo   

Pam Blackstone Dave & Laura Govan Jean Dorr   

Jan Hedden Nancy Mallett Sue Frantz   

Virginia & Charles King Linda Metcalfe Isak Hilde (y)   

Courtney Rijksen Betty Mills Nancy Kuhn   

Willem Rijksen Mike & Maggie Skow Sawyer Melick (y)   

Karen Skoglund Jenny Speal Bob & Leslie Mensak   

  Donna Van Blarcum Wendy Potter   

    Jean Smith   

    The Board of Trustees   

2021 2020 2019   

Dick Bedner Bonnie Diehl Ellen Johnson   

Lee Horner Jay Link Ronna Storm   

Jeff Schaub Mike Poehner Craig Sutherland   

Officers of BRPC 



 

The Tree House 



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Craig Sutherland 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jean Smith 

Weekly Calendar  

SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 16  

Worship, 9:30 am .............................  Sanctuary 
Block Party, 10:45 am .....................    E. Allen Lot 

MONDAY—SEPTEMBER 17 

Personnel Council, 7:30 pm .............  Library 

Youth & Young Adult Comm., 7:30 pm Parlor 

TUESDAY—SEPTEMBER 18 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm................  Knox Room 
Stewardship Council, 7:30 pm .........  Library 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............  Youth Center 
WEDNESDAY—SEPTEMBER 19 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 

Youth Music, 5:00 pm .....................  Knox Room 

Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 

Choral Workshop Rehearsal, 7:00 pm        Knox Room 

Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm...............  Parlor 

THURSDAY—SEPTEMBER 20 

Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ......................... Knox Room 
FRIDAY—SEPTEMBER 21 

SATURDAY—SEPTEMBER 22 

Sr. High Retreat, 9:00 am ................  Off-Site 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............  Westminster Hall 
   

September 22-23 – Return to Regular Worship Schedule 
Saturday — 5 pm in Westminster Hall 

Sunday — 9 am in the Chapel, 10:15 am in the Sanctuary 
At the 10:15 a.m. hour, Sunday School classes for children  

and Bibles & Bagels for Middle School students begin! 


