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From Genesis to Revelation,
God’s call is one of justice,
a justice defined by compassion
and mercy toward others,
especially the least and the lost and the left out.
There is simply no way around it.
So the question we have to ask is this:
“When will we stop ignoring the central teaching
of Scripture and start walking humbly with our God?”
~Alan Brehm

Welcome
We warmly welcome you to wor ship at The Pr esbyter ian Chur ch in Basking Ridge. We
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your
experience with us.

Nursery Care
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during
our 10:15 a.m. Sunday morning service. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship
services when necessary. This worship service will also be live-streamed into the nursery for
parents who want to stay with their children. During the 9 a.m. worship service, the Nursery
is available as a parent’s room.

Oak Table Service

We believe that worship nurtures children and that children enrich our worship life together.
If your children become restless in worship, please feel free to quietly move around with them
or join them on the carpet for young children behind the seating area.

Sunday School

At the 10:15 a.m. worship service after the Message for Children, children ages 3-grade 5 may
go to Sunday School and Middle School Students may go to Bibles & Bagels in the Church
House Library. On the first Sunday of the month, children in grades 3–middle school remain
in worship for the full hour.

Online Sermons

Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays
are available on the church website at
www.brpc.org. To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the
main menu.

Amplification Headsets

So that all may enjoy the worship service,
sound amplification headsets are available
from the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.

Who Does God Call Us to Be?
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith. Those who worship here come
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of
ways.
We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.
We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf.
We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more wholeheartedly.
We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, taking risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.
Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future.
~The Opening Paragraph of V ision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge

Order of Worship
Saturday Evening
5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall
September 22, 2018

oak table service

(Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
*GATHERING SONGS
OPENING PRAYER
SCRIPTURE

Open the Eyes of My Heart
As the Deer

HYMN 452
HYMN 626

James 2: 1-17

MESSAGE

Rev. Dennis W. Jones

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

We Are an Offering

HYMN 710

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING SONG
O Christ, Surround Me
HYMN 543
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Mission
Mission Partners to Lead Oak Table Service on Saturday, September 29
On Saturday, September 29th Bernie and Farijana Adeney-Risakotta, our mission partners
in Indonesia will be leading our 5:00 p.m. worship service. Join us in Westminster Hall for
worship and then stay for our mission potluck dinner. It will be wonderful to welcome Bernie and Farijana back to BRPC and to hear updates on the work they are doing in God's
name in Indonesia.
*Bernie and Farijana need a place to stay for both Saturday and Sunday nights, Sept. 29-30.
If you may be able to accommodate our guests for one or both nights, please let us know!

Order of Worship
9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel; 10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary

September 23, 2018

25th Sunday in ordinary time

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE (10:15)

How Firm a Foundation

arr. Sandra Elthun

Alpha Bell Choir

WORDS OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,
night covered the face of the deep. God said, “Let there be light,”
People: and God’s light shined.
Leader: When the Israelites fled from Egypt and came to the edge of wilderness,
God sent a pillar of fire by night to give them sight,
People: and God’s light shined.
Leader: When the shadows of sin and death took hold and all seemed lost,
God brought forth life from the tomb, a new day dawned,
People: and God’s light shined.
Leader: Now, with our hearts and our voices united,
we are met in the presence of God,
People: and God’s light shines.
*HYMN
In Christ There Is No East or West
HYMN 317
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of favor, we have not been true to you.
You have chosen the poor in the world,
but we have dishonored them.
You plead the cause of the afflicted,
but we turn away from them.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have favored the rich and despised the poor.
We have dismissed the needy with empty words.
Soften our hearts and make straight our ways.
Heal our unbelief and turn us back to you. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Praise to You, O God

by Chris Fortin

*THE PEACE
Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: and also with you.
Leader: I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN (10:15)

Stacy Currie

O Come, with Body and Mind
O, Come, with body and mind.
O, Come, with spirit and voice.
Bring the whole person, bring the whole person,
Come, let’s sing and rejoice.

by Helen Kemp

(Children ages 3—grade 5 are invited to attend their Sunday School Classes.
Middle School Students are invited to attend Bibles & Bagels. )

*HYMN (10:15)
SCRIPTURE LESSON

To God Be the Glory
James 2: 1-17

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
Choosing Sides
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING
OFFERTORY (10:15)
Fill-a Me Up
Sanctuary Choir

HYMN 634
p.229

Rev. Dennis W. Jones
Dr. Maureen Paterson
by Pepper Choplin

Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
HYMN 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY
*CLOSING HYMN
Alleluia! Laud and Blessing

HYMN 755

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE (10:15)

Postlude on ‘Old 100th’

by Richard A. Williamson

Church Family
The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:

~In loving memory of Doris and Russ Ballantyne, by the Axt Family.
~In loving memory of Timothy S. Canary, Jr., by his grandparents Gayle and John Canary.

We are looking for Flower Donations for October!
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members flowers
of the congregation. Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of
someone or to celebrate an occasion. There are two pier openings for
each of the Sundays in October. If you would like to donate an ar r angement,
please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; e-mail address,
debbie.schaub@verizon.net.
Join us for coffee hour and fellowship following worship in Westminster Hall, hosted by
Mike and Maggie Skow after the 9 a.m. service and Sue Ellen Holleman and Jan Hedden
after the 10:15 a.m. service.

Sermon Series
Fall Sermon Series Continues Today!
Presbyterian minister and author Frederick Buechner
writes, “Generally speaking, if you want to know who
you really are as distinct from who you like to think you
are, keep an eye on where your feet take you.”
Our Fall Sermon Series, entitled “Live It Out,” is inspired by the no-nonsense and practical wisdom of the
Book of James where God calls us to be “doers" and not
merely “hearers" of his word. We’ll be encouraged and
inspired as we discover anew that faith is about more
than beliefs, it’s about putting those beliefs into tangible actions to impact the lives of others
and the community and world that we live in.

Music Ministries
Choral Concert - This Saturday at 3 p.m.
Come hear the beautiful music of highly acclaimed British composer and
special guest, Will Todd as he leads our choral workshop choir of area singers in a brief concert this Saturday, Sept 29th at 3pm in the Sanctuary. This
performance will be the exciting culmination of what those in the workshop
have spent the day preparing. Open to the public with donations at the
door. Bring your family and friends! Join us the following Sunday morning
at the 10:15 a.m. service to hear three anthems composed and conducted by
Will Todd! Check out Will's music at www.willtodd.co.uk today! Can't wait to see you
all! :-)
Friends of Music, Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church—Visit us online and contribute to
the future of music today! http://brpc.org/worship/friends-of-music/

Membership
Interested in Becoming a Member? Next Class, September 30
We extend a warm invitation to our “Exploring Membership” class and
luncheon on Sunday, September 30 from 11:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
(immediately following the 10:15 a.m. worship service) in the Church
House Parlor, located across the street from the Sanctuary building.
This is an excellent opportunity to share your faith journey and learn
more about the beliefs and ministry of our church. Lunch will be served and childcare will
be provided, if requested in advance by calling the church house at 908-766-1616.
A Note of Thanks...
We offer our sincere thanks and gratitude to the following members and friends who
helped to plan and implement the wonderfully successful Fall Block Party Celebration
that took place last Sunday following worship. Thanks to:
Dan, Emily and Evan Bliss
David Brownlee
Stacy Currie
Mary Ann Dickinson
David and Allison Fahey
Chris Fortin
Rudy Hyzer
Dennis, Emily and Teresa Jones
Stephen Klinger
Jon Klippel
Ed Landis

David and Joan Lange
Nancy Mallet
John, Johnny and Joey Mauro
Mary Lynne Norris
Jen Nowack & the Tree House Staff
Maureen Paterson
Rob, Andrea, Ella and Annie Quincy
Mark, Joy and Libby Schmitt
Ken Skoglund
John Smith
Maggie Wald
Peter Ward

A special word of thanks to Allison Fahey for doing such a great job as our fearless
leader, and to anyone who helped out who’s name was inadvertently omitted!

Opportunities to Give and Serve
Hurricane Relief for North Carolina
In response to the devastating effects of Hurricane Florence the Mission Council will be
sending $3,000 for Hurricane Relief in North Carolina through the Presbyterian Disaster
Agency. If you would like to make a financial contribution to this effort please mark
"hurricane relief" in the memo line of your check and place in the offering plate or send to
the Church office. We are investigating the possibility of scheduling a mission trip to NC
this fall. If you are interested in being part of a mission team please contact Maureen Paterson at mpaterson@brpc.org.
Homeless Solutions– Next Date is September 29
4 times a year, faithful members of our congregation volunteer their time to shop and
cook dinner for the Homeless Solutions Shelter in Morris Plains. The final two dates for
2018 are approaching and we are in need of volunteers to (1) Grocery shop and (2)
Cook and serve the meals. For grocery shopping, the list is provided and you are reimbursed for the purchases. For cooking, you arrive at 4pm to begin cooking, and the recipes are provided. Dinner is served at 6pm and clean up is done by shelter residents. The remaining 2018 dates are: Saturday, September 29th and Saturday December
29th. Please contact J oelle Str ona at mjstr ona@ver izon.net or 908-626-1636 to volunteer for just a few hours to make a big difference in the lives of others.
Interfaith Hospitality Network Hosting Week - September 23-30
Today we begin hosting our guests from Interfaith Hospitality Network through
Sunday, September 30, 2018. If you are looking for a heart-warming experience, we still have the following opportunities available for this week:
Monday 9/24—Evening Host from 7-9 p.m.
Friday 9/28—Overnight Host from 9 p.m.-8 a.m.
Saturday 9/29– Dinner, Evening & Overnight Hosts. Sign up online or after worship today!
Market Street Mission Coat Drive—Collection through October 21
As the weather begins to turn cooler we will again be collecting coats
for Market Street Mission's Annual Coat Drive. We are collecting
gently used coats for adults and children along with hats/scarves/
gloves through October 21. Collection boxes are located in Westminster Hall and outside of the Parlor in the Church House. These donations will be distributed in Morristown November 3rd Thank you for making winter a little
warmer for some of our neighbors in need.
God’s Co-Op Pantry
Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op Pantry to help those in need in our surrounding community. Donations may
be brought to the church house. Thanks for your generous support!
September—-Progresso Low-Sodium Soup
October—5-7 oz. Canned Tuna
November—24 oz. Vegetable Oil
December—1 lb. bag dried black beans

Children and Family Ministries
Nursery News
We invite you to visit our new updated Nursery! This year childcare will be staffed from 1011:30 a.m. with two childcare providers for children ages 2 years and younger. Parents may
leave their children while they attend worship in the Sanctuary. In addition, beginning today
our 10:15 worship service will be live streamed into the Nursery for parents who wish to stay
with their children and watch the service.
Children’s Mid-Week Program—Tuesdays at 4:15 p.m.
Our Children’s Mid-Week Program meets Tuesdays at 4:15 p.m. in Westminster Hall. All
children in grade 5 and under are welcome!

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
The Guardian Angels Ministry
This ministry is designed to continue relationships with and offer support to college-aged
students who are a part of the BRPC extended family. Each student is linked with an individual, family, or group from the church who becomes that student’s angel for the school year.
If you are interested in becoming an angel, or you have a student who may want to have an
angel, please pick up a gold flyer from the narthex.
Middle School Fellowship (grades 6-8) — Wednesdays, from 6-7:30 pm
We begin with dinner followed by lots of games, fun and spiritual activities. After dinner
this Wednesday, September 26, we will visit Bernards Township Teen Volunteer Fair held at
the town library and then return to BRPC for games! Join us!
Middle School Bibles and Bagels—Begins Today!
We begin in the Sanctuary at the 10:15 a.m. service. After the Message for Children, we
head to the church house library for fresh bagels and a lively discussion on Biblical topics.
Bring your Bible or let Cathi know if you need one. Note: A ll 6th graders and new youth
will be given a new Bible.
Middle School and High School Youth—Ultimate Youth Day at Camp Johnsonburg
Next Sunday, September 30
11:45 a.m.—Meet in the Youth Center for Lunch
12:30 p.m.—Head to Camp for a day of fun—high ropes, climbing wall, boating and more!
5:30 p.m.—Dinner at Camp Johnsonburg
7:15 p.m.—Return to BRPC Church House Parking lot
Discounted cost—$10. RSVP to Cathi @908-240-2060 or sign up under events at brpc.org.

Spiritual Development
Wednesday Bible Study—from 9:30 -11:30 a.m. in the Church House Parlor
Led by Dr. Maureen Paterson
Our Women’s Bible Study meets on Wednesdays in the Church House Parlor at 9:30 a.m.
We begin each session with prayer, enjoy spirited discussion and great refreshments and end
by 11:30 a.m. New members are always welcome, come when your schedule allows. We
will study 1 and 2 Samuel—Old Testament books that are filled with warfare, romance, deceit, cunning, faith and dedication to God. There is much we can learn from this study!
Early Bird Study Resumes Today
The Early Bird Bible Study resumes today to study the 50 Commands of Jesus. We begin
with coffee and fellowship at 7:45 a.m. in the Church House Library, followed by study from
8-8:45 a.m. We end in time for people to attend the 9 a.m. worship service. New members,
visitors and drop-ins are always welcome! Those interested in previewing the study may find
the resources at http://www.swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Commands/index.htm.
Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Study Group—Begins Today in the Church House Parlor
Theology: What’s It Good For? Led by Charles King
Theological controversies are often a source of division among Christians. In this series of
discussions, we will consider several key and historically controversial Christian theological
concepts, examining their biblical origins, their evolution throughout Church history, and how
we might understand them in today’s world, recognizing that our understandings may vary
significantly.

Deacon Ministry
Deacon Help
Our dedicated board of Deacons is looking for some occasional extra volunteers to help them
fulfill their caring ministry. If you can help out at day-time memorial receptions; offer rides to
church members for medical appointments or to church; cook the occasional meal for church
members in need; serve as a greeter before 10:15 a.m. worship or serve coffee after Sunday
services then please contact Maureen Paterson at mpaterson@brpc.org or speak to Deacon
Moderator Jean Smith. We would love to add your name to our list of volunteers!

Church Staff
Five Year Anniversaries
Nancy Kuhn celebrated her 5-year anniversary at BRPC on Tuesday, September 11, 2018. Nancy is a part time assistant treasurer, where her excellent attention to detail and understanding of confidentiality serve her well.
She records church income, creates member contribution statements and
works with our counters. Nancy is an ordained deacon at BRPC as well
as a hospital volunteer and avid tennis player. She, her husband John and
their daughter Stefani are active members of our church. Please join the
Personnel Council in celebrating this anniversary for Nancy by letting her know you appreciate her good work at BRPC.
On September 25, 2018, Gary Ingram will celebrate his 5-year anniversary as Communications Coordinator for BRPC. In keeping with the
times, over his 5-year tenure in this position, Gary has enhanced, revised,
and maintained our church website, creating an interactive platform
which allows members to register and pay for events and make contributions on line. According to Gary’s vision, our communications capabilities continue to grow and improve using the media platforms of Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Gary is the “go to” person on staff for all technology issues.
The Councils and Committees of BRPC constantly turn to Gary for help with logo designs
and information dissemination. Gary is currently laying groundwork for live streaming of
events and services. When Gary joined the staff as Communications Coordinator 5 years
ago, he was no stranger to people at BRPC. He has been active in our congregation as a volunteer for many years: singing in the choir, playing guitar, and working with our Youth and
Young Adults as an advisor. Please join Personnel Council in celebrating and thanking
Gary for all of his good work here!

Weekly Calendar

The Presbyterian Church

Interfaith Hospitality Hosting Week 9/23-30
SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 23

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ...............
Library
Worship, 9:00 am.............................
Chapel
Adult Small Group, 9:00 am ............
Parlor
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ............... Westminster Hall
Worship, 10:15 am...........................
Sanctuary
Sunday School, 10:15 am ................ Education Bldg.
Bibles & Bagels, 10:15 am ..............
Library
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ............. Westminster Hall
MONDAY—SEPTEMBER 24

Leisure Learning, 9:00 am ...............
Deacons, 7:00 pm ............................
Spiritual Development, 7:00 pm ......
Tree House Board 7:30 pm ..............

Sanctuary
Parlor
Geneva Room
Library

TUESDAY—SEPTEMBER 25

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am..............
Geneva Room
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm...............
Knox Room
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm................
Knox Room
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm ............. Westminster Hall
WEDNESDAY—SEPTEMBER 26

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......
Parlor
Youth Music, 5:00 pm .....................
Knox Room
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm Westminster Hall
Choral Workshop Rehearsal, 7:00 pm
Knox Room
Stewardship Council, 7:30 pm .........
Library
THURSDAY—SEPTEMBER 27

Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ......................... Knox Room
FRIDAY—SEPTEMBER 28
SATURDAY—SEPTEMBER 29

Choral Workshop, 9:00 am ..............
Sanctuary
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............ Westminster Hall

One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920
908.766.1616 FAX: 766.4450
e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15
Associate Pastor
Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11
Director of Ministries to Youth, Young
Adults and Their Families
Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17
Director of Ministries to Children and Their
Families
Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14
Tree House Director
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619
Director of Music Ministry
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809
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Church Administrator & Treasurer
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Assistant Treasurers
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Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21
Pastoral Administrative Asst.
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19
Church Administrative Asst.
Janice Leotti ........................................ ext. 12
Receptionist
Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10
Communications Coordinator
Gary Ingram ........................................ ext. 13
Sexton Staff
David Brownlee .................................. ext. 16
Paul Bachem

Ministers
All the People
Clerk of Session
Tina Bramel

President of Trustees
Craig Sutherland
Moderator of Deacons
Jean Smith

