
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me toward the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

~Minnie Louise Haskins 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING  RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

December 29 and 30, 2018 

 



We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Nursery Care 
Our warm and loving Nursery is staffed for our 10:15 a.m. worship service with two child care 
providers caring for children, infants through age 2. Parents may leave their children while 
they attend worship in the Sanctuary.  The worship service will be live streamed into the 
Nursery for parents who wish to stay with their children and watch the service.  During the 9 
a.m. worship service, the Nursery is available as a parents’ room.  Please speak with our Di-
rector of Ministry to Children and their Families, Stacy Currie, if you have any questions or to 
find out more about our ministry to children. 

Sunday School 

At the 10:15 a.m. worship service after the Message for Children, children ages 3 through 
grade 5 may go to Sunday School, and Middle School Students may go to Bibles & Bagels in 
the Church House Library. On the first Sunday of the month, children in grades 3–middle 
school remain in worship for the full hour. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 December 29, 2018                                                      oak table service                   

      (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   PRELUDE      

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS        Angels We Have Heard on High                      HYMN 113                                                                               

                    God of Wonders     by Marc Byrd & Steven Hindalong  

    SCRIPTURE              Psalm 105: 1-4 

   PRAYERS                

   PRAYER RESPONSE                O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (vs. 5 only)       HYMN 610 

    

    

 

 

 

   

    

  SCRIPTURE                  Psalm 77 

   PRAYERS                

   PRAYER RESPONSE        see above 
 
   OFFERING           

   SPECIAL MUSIC       

                        

    SCRIPTURE             Philippians 4: 4-13 

   PRAYERS                

   PRAYER RESPONSE        see above 

 

 *CLOSING SONG                                      Love Has Come                                  HYMN 110 

 *BENEDICTION         

   POSTLUDE    
               

          



Order of Worship 

 10:15 ~ Sanctuary 
              December 30, 2018               first sunday after christmas day 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

   

    
  PRELUDE   Walking in the Air from “The Snowman” by Howard Blake 
    arr. Robert Gower 
  WORDS OF WELCOME   

  CALL TO WORSHIP                        
            Leader:  At the end of the year, in the cold of the winter                
 People:  we gather in the warmth of God’s presence. 
 Leader:  As the darkness of winter continues 
 People:  we seek God’s light. 
 Leader:  As the earth rests from its labors, 
 People:  we long for God’s peace. 
 All:   Come, let us worship the Lord!                                                                           

*HYMN                   Angels from the Realms of Glory                              HYMN 143        

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)              
 Eternal God, we confess that we resist your holy realm.  
 You deliver us from judgment   
 but we continue to judge one another. 
 You seek to restore our lives  
 but we fail to bear good fruit.  
 Forgive us, God of grace.  
 Baptize us with Spirit and fire 
 so that we may be ready to meet you when you come again in glory;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

   

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        We Are Forgiven                                      HYMN 447 

           We are forgiven, We are forgiven. 

                                            Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

         We are forgiven, We are forgiven, 

                                            Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 



  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN         

    (Children are invited to remain in Worship with their families.  

   Nursery Care is available for children ages 2 and under.)   

*HYMN   Angels We Have Heard on High        HYMN 113 

  SCRIPTURE LESSON                                Luke 2: 21-40                                                       p. 59  

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
     People:  Thanks be to God.       

 SERMON                                             Look Forward in Faith                  Dr. Maureen Paterson 

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                         

   OFFERTORY                                      Fum, Fum, Fum!                Catalonian Carol 
                     arr. Richard Lind  
     

    *DOXOLOGY              Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow             HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY     

*CLOSING HYMN                               Joy to the World                                        HYMN 134 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE                        Go, Tell It on the Mountain                        Appalachian Carol 
                                                                                                                    arr. J. Wayne Kerr 

              Special thanks to our guest organist, Bill Watson,  
     for sharing his gift of music with us this morning. 

flowers 

Church Family 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God: 

~ By George Fricke, in loving memory of Carol Fricke, for her birthday on Dec. 28. 
 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are pier  
openings on January 6, 13 and 20. If you would like to donate an ar rangement,  

please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; NEW e-mail address, dschaub23@gmail.com. 
 

 



Opportunities to Give and Serve  

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op Pantry to 
help those in need in our surrounding community.  Donations may be 
brought to the church house.  Thanks for your generous support! 
 
December—1 lb. bag dried black beans   January—24 oz. Vegetable Oil 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Confirmation Family Dinner—Sunday, January 6 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
 

Middle School Lock-In—Friday, Jan. 11-Sat. Jan. 12  

Save the Date Now for an exciting overnight.  Besides dinner and spiritual  games, we will 
have our own “chopped” dessert bake off! RSVP to Cathi (908  )240-2060. 
 

 

A Reminder About End of Year Contributions—According to IRS regulations, to be  
included on your 2018 Member Contribution Statement (used for your tax reporting purposes) 
all contributions must be received by the church on or before December 31. This includes stock 
transfers. The only exception is those checks mailed to the church, postmarked December 31, 
2018. 

From the Finance Office 

Stewardship 2019 
We are so grateful and inspired at the Generosity of the Congregation! Thanks to all of you 
who have made pledge commitments for 2019 in response to prayerful consideration of 
what God is calling you to do. Those of you still in thought and prayer about your commit-
ment to the mission and ministry of our church are encouraged to return a pledge card as 
soon as possible so we can complete our plans for the coming year. We are counting on you!                      
  "Let love be your greatest aim..."-1 Corinthians 14: 1a 
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The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................. 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  .................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Craig Sutherland 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jean Smith 

Weekly Calendar  

SUNDAY—DECEMBER 30  

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am ..............  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—DECEMBER 31--NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Church Office Closed for Holiday 

TUESDAY—JANUARY 1--NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Church Office Closed for Holiday 
WEDNESDAY—JANUARY 2 

THURSDAY—JANUARY 3 

FRIDAY—JANUARY 4 

SATURDAY—JANUARY 5 

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
   


