


 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Nursery Care 
Our warm and loving Nursery is staffed for our 10:15 a.m. worship service with two child care 
providers caring for children, infants through age 2. Parents may leave their children while 
they attend worship in the Sanctuary.  The worship service will be live streamed into the 
Nursery for parents who wish to stay with their children and watch the service.  During the 9 
a.m. worship service, the Nursery is available as a parents’ room.  Please speak with our Di-
rector of Ministry to Children and their Families, Stacy Currie, if you have any questions or to 
find out more about our ministry to children. 

Sunday School 
At the 10:15 a.m. worship service after the Message for Children, children ages 3 through 
grade 5 may go to Sunday School, and Middle School Students may go to Bibles & Bagels in 
the Church House Library. On the first Sunday of the month, children in grades 3–middle 
school remain in worship for the full hour. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 
We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  
We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 
We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 
We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  
Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 
         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 



 

Order of Worship 
Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 
 December 15, 2018                                                      oak table service                   
      (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   PRELUDE      
  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS    Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn         HYMN 107                                                                                
          Emmanuel, Emmanuel               by Bob McGee  
    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES             Kevin and Rebecca Kilroy  
            Reader:  In this season of waiting, of longing,  
    we are challenged to turn from the ways of the world. 
 People:  We allow God to stir in our hearts. 
 Reader:  As we light the third candle of Advent, we pray that we might be  
               more aware of the needs of others around us. 
 People:  We pray for God to open our eyes. 
 Reader:  We ask God to build the kingdom of heaven here in our world. 
 People:  Come now Lord, come even now and enter our hearts. 
   OPENING PRAYER                
   SCRIPTURE                                              Luke 3: 7-18                           
  

   MESSAGE                                                                                                            Rev. Ian Rankine 
 
   OFFERING           
   SPECIAL MUSIC                       I Will Follow                         by Chris Tomlin,  

                         Jason Ingram & Reuben Morgan  
   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     
   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.       

 *CLOSING SONG                             O Christ, Surround Me                             HYMN 543  
 *BENEDICTION         

   POSTLUDE    
                 



 

Order of Worship 
9:00 a.m. ~ Chapel; 10:15 ~ Sanctuary 

              December 16, 2018               third sunday in advent 
(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 

and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  
   

   PRELUDE (10:15)  Joyful All Ye Nations Rise arr. Dan R. Edwards
   Alpha Bell Choir       
  INTROIT (10:15)  Prepare the Way of the Lord by Penny Rodriguez 
   Sanctuary Choir 
  WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                   (10:15) Dr. Maureen Paterson                
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES                                        (9:00) Mary Ann Dickison 
                                                                         (10:15) Edith Bryan and Emma Campbell                                                                            
 Reader:  In this season of waiting, of longing,  
     we are challenged to turn from the ways of the world. 
 People:  We allow God to stir in our hearts. 
 Reader:  As we light the third candle of Advent, we pray that we might be  
               more aware of the needs of others around us. 
 People:  We pray for God to open our eyes. 
 Reader:  We ask God to build the kingdom of heaven here in our world. 
 People:  Come now Lord, come even now and enter our hearts. 
*HYMN                   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                 HYMN 107        
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)              
 Eternal God, we confess that we resist your holy realm.  
 You deliver us from judgment   
 but we continue to judge one another. 
 You seek to restore our lives  
 but we fail to bear good fruit.  
 Forgive us, God of grace.  
 Baptize us with Spirit and fire 
 so that we may be ready to meet you when you come again in glory;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      
  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

   
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 



 

*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 
     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.    
  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  (10:15) 
    PRESENTATION                          Chase Nicholas Kauffman                       Elder Jon Klippel 
            Son of Nicholas Kauffman and Jacqueline Stires           

     PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)   Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith” 
 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism, 
 fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people. 
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 Elder: Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and  
  nurture Chase by word and deed, with love and prayer, 

encouraging him to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member 
  of this church?  If so, please say “we do.” 
 People: We do. 
   THE BAPTISM 
   PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS 
   WELCOME 
 Elder: Let us welcome Chase.  
 People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church 
  to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 
             (10:15—Children ages 3—grade 5 are invited to go to Sunday School.   
                                           Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles & Bagels.) 
                              

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        O Giver of Life                                     by Chris Fortin 
 
  



 

flowers 

Church Family 
The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~ By Mike and Maggie Skow, in loving memory of Kathleen Pearl Gomez, grandmother of  
   Maggie. 
~ By Bob Taylor, in honor of the many members of the congregation who give selfless love 
  and meaningful support to fellow members who have special needs.. 
 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are pier  
openings on January 6, 13 and 20. If you would like to donate an ar rangement, please  
contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; NEW e-mail address, dschaub23@gmail.com. 
 

*HYMN (10:15)  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry       HYMN 96 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON                                Luke 3: 7-18                                                       p. 60  
      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
     People:  Thanks be to God.       
 SERMON                                       What Then Should We Do?           Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                         
   OFFERTORY  (10:15)         Arise, Shine, for Your Light Has Come      by Robert A. Hobby                           
     

    *DOXOLOGY              Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow             HYMN 606                                                
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY     
*CLOSING HYMN                               Go to the World                                      HYMN 295 
*BENEDICTION 
 POSTLUDE (10:15)   Aberystwyth               by Joseph Parry 

         Advent Devotionals are available on the table in the Narthex and outside the Chapel.                                        



 

What Are You Expecting? 
We continue our Advent Sermon Series entitled, “What Are You Expect-
ing?”  Advent is a time of anticipation and expectancy.  It is a time of waiting, 
and preparing, and being open to the arrival of God’s presence in our lives in 
new ways.   
This Advent, what are you expecting?  What are you waiting for?  Perhaps it is 
a return to health amidst an illness, or a deepened sense of belonging and con-
nection.  Maybe it’s a fresh discovery of God’s love and presence in your 
life.  What are you expecting?  It’s the question we will prayerfully explore  
together in the weeks ahead!  

Advent Sermon Series 

Walk to Bethlehem, Today at 4 p.m. 
Join the annual Walk to Bethlehem today beginning at 4 p.m.  
A candlelight procession will make its way to four churches in 
town.  Carols will be sung at each church and the Christmas Story will 
be told.  The walk will begin at St. James Roman Catholic Church and 
will end here at BRPC.  All are welcome to join in this special community event.  

The Christmas Season 

Oak Tree Ornaments—Opportunity for an instant Family Heirloom! 
We have been the beneficiaries of the generosity of Steve Brandes,  
a local craftsman. For three decades he has been carrying on a family 
tradition of crafting handmade Christmas ornaments for friends and 
relatives. This year he requested a few pieces of the Oak Tree to 
make his special handmade treasures – and he then produced an  
additional 80 ornaments which he has given to the church to make 
available for purchase. They come packed in their own unique boxes 
along with a special descriptive brochure.  These signed and numbered ornaments are availa-
ble  for $35 and the proceeds will go toward the creation of a commemorative plaque  to pre-
sent the  history of the tree.  Purchases can be made in Westminster Hall during fellowship 
time - or by contacting the Church House – but act quickly – they will not last long! 



 

Opportunities to Give and Serve  
God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op Pantry to 
help those in need in our surrounding community.  Donations may be 
brought to the church house.  Thanks for your generous support!  December—1 lb. bag dried black beans   January—24 oz. Vegetable Oil 

Thanks for your Generosity! 
Thank you to everyone who gave to the Alternative Gift Fair and bought gifts for the Giving 
Tree.  To date we have received $3,215 from alternative gifts to share with various mission 
partners locally and internationally.  We also have collected more $3,000 in gift cards for 
God's Co-Op Pantry and Homeless Solutions and over $3,000 in toys, clothing and other 
gifts.  This is an amazing outpouring of love at this time of year and the Mission Council is 
humbled and inspired by your generosity.  May your Christmas be filled with the same love 
and joy that you have shared with others. 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Senior High  
Today from 4-5:30 p.m.—Participate in the town’s Walk to Bethlehem, starting at St. James 
Roman Catholic Church, and ending at BRPC. 
5:30-6 p.m.– Come to the Youth Center to help decorate! 
6-7:30 p.m.— Bring a wrapped $15 gift for our exchange. Wear a crazy Christmas sweater or 
outfit for a prize.  Also, please bring an appetizer or dessert and we’ll supply the dinner.   

Middle School  
Wednesday, December 19—5:30-7:30 p.m.—arrive early for our Christmas Party! Bring a 
wrapped $15 gift for our exchange and feel free to dress in fun Christmas clothing! 
Middle School Lock-In—Friday, Jan. 11-Sat. Jan. 12 Save the Date Now for an exciting over-
night.  Besides dinner and spiritual  games, we will have our own “chopped” dessert bake off! 
RSVP to Cathi @908-240-2060. 

College-Aged Overnight Reunion—Dec. 27-28 in NYC.  All 18-23 yr. olds are invited! 
We will take a vertical tour of St. John the Divine Cathedral, go to an Escape Room and serve 
lunch at a soup kitchen.  Call Cathi to sign up at (908) 240-2060. 



 

End of Year Contributions—According to IRS regulations, to be included on your 2018 
Member Contribution Statement (used for your tax reporting purposes) all contributions must 
be received by the church on or before December 31. This includes stock transfers. The only 
exception is those checks mailed to the church, postmarked December 31, 2018. 
 

You are More than a Number to Us 
We will no longer be assigning “envelope numbers.” Dated, unnumbered 2019 offering enve-
lopes will be available for those who request them.  In addition, offering envelopes are always 
available in the pews.  The Finance team and the Trustees thank you in advance for remember-
ing to put your FULL NAME on all offering envelopes. 

From the Finance Office 

Gifts of Love 

Stewardship 2019   
We are Grateful for the Generosity of the Congregation 
Thank you to the 192 individuals and families who have made pledge 
commitments for 2019 totaling $872,294. In response to prayerful con-
sideration of what God is calling them to do, many in our congregation 
have increased their pledges from last year.  We are excited and en-
couraged by the 15 new pledges totaling $27,440 included in this total.  
Those of you still in thought and prayer about your commitment to the 
mission and ministry of our church are encouraged to return a pledge 
card as soon as possible so we can complete our plans for the coming 
year.  We are counting on you! 

“Let love be your greatest aim.” - 1 Corinthians 14:1a 



 

Christmas Season at BRPC  
 

Saturdays, December 15, 22, 29 
5:00 p.m.  Oak Table Service in Westminster Hall  
 
 
Sunday, December 16—Third Sunday of Advent 
9:00 a.m. Chapel worship 
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary worship 
Walk to Bethlehem, 4 p.m. 
The Walk begins at St. James Church, continues  
to St. Mark’s and Bishop Janes churches, ending here at BRPC. 
 
Sunday, December 23—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10:15 a.m.     One Worship Service of Lessons & Carols in the Sanctuary                        

Christmas Eve, December 24            
 
4:30 p.m. Children’s Service    
  Children’s Choir 
 

7:00 p.m. Caroling on the Green                           
                   
7:35 p.m. Family Service 
  Children’s and Youth Choirs   
 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service   
  Alumni, Sanctuary Choirs and Handbell Ensemble 
 

Christmas Day, December 25 
11:00 a.m. Informal “Come As You Are” Service 
  Feel free to bring a favorite gift. 
 
Sunday, December 30—One Worship Service at 10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary 



 

            
  

The Session   

2021 2020 2019   

Dan Bliss Jon Klippel Allison Fahey   

John Mauro David Lange Don Grossmann   

Chuck Miller Andy Nowack Gail Iglesias   

Joy Schmitt Marty vandenHerik Brigid McGuire (y)   

John Weagley Peter Ward Michelle Ortega   

    Carol Skidmore   
    Maggie Wald   

 The Board of Deacons   

2021 2020 2019   

Ruth Bashe Dan & Rocio Campbell Dorothy Dameo   

Pam Blackstone Dave & Laura Govan Jean Dorr   

Jan Hedden Nancy Mallett Sue Frantz   

Virginia & Charles King Linda Metcalfe Isak Hilde (y)   
Courtney Rijksen Betty Mills Nancy Kuhn   

Willem Rijksen Mike & Maggie Skow Sawyer Melick (y)   

Karen Skoglund Jenny Speal Bob & Leslie Mensak   
  Donna Van Blarcum Wendy Potter   

    Jean Smith   

    The Board of Trustees   

2021 2020 2019   

Dick Bedner Bonnie Diehl Ellen Johnson   

Lee Horner Jay Link Ronna Storm   

Jeff Schaub Mike Poehner Craig Sutherland   

Officers of BRPC 



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 
 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 

 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 
  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 
Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  
Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 
Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 
Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 
Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 
 All the People 
Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Craig Sutherland 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jean Smith 

Weekly Calendar  
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT—DECEMBER 16  
Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ...............  Library 
Worship, 9:00 am .............................  Chapel 
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am ...............  Westminster Hall 
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:15 am ................  Westminster Hall 
Bibles & Bagels, 10:15 am  .............  Library   
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am .............  Westminster Hall 
Walk to Bethlehem, 4:00 pm ........... Begin at St. James 
Sr. High Christmas Party, 6:00 pm ..  Youth Center 
MONDAY—DECEMBER 17 
Tree House Board, 7:30 pm .............  Parlor 
TUESDAY—DECEMBER 18 
Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............  Youth Center 
WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 19 
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Middle School Christmas Party, 5:30 pm Youth Center 
THURSDAY—DECEMBER 20 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ......................... Knox Room 
FRIDAY—DECEMBER 21 
SATURDAY—DECEMBER 22 
Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............  Westminster Hall 

AmazonSmile 
With the Christmas shopping season upon us, this 
is a great time to sign up for AmazonSmile to bene-
fit our church.  Simply go to smile.amazon.com and 
log in.  Choose the Basking Ridge Presbyterian 
Church as your charity of choice and you’re done!  
The website is identical to the regular Amazon site 
and will automatically donate .5% of your qualify-
ing purchases to the church.  It’s a fast and easy 
way to support our programs and good work in the 
world! 


