The Presbyterian Church
BASKING RIDGE, NEW JERSEY

FOUNDED CIRCA 1717

March 9 and 10, 2019

First Weekend in Lent

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable
because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you.”
~C.S. Lewis

Welcome
We warmly welcome you to wor ship at The Pr esbyter ian Chur ch in Basking Ridge. We
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your
experience with us.

Nursery Care
Our warm and loving Nursery is staffed for our 10:15 a.m. worship service with two child
care providers caring for children, infants through age 2. Parents may leave their children
while they attend worship in the Sanctuary. The worship service will be live streamed into
the Nursery for parents who wish to stay with their children and watch the service. During
the 9 a.m. worship service, the Nursery is available as a parents’ room. Please speak with our
Director of Ministry to Children and their Families, Stacy Currie, if you have any questions or
to find out more about our ministry to children.

Sunday School
At the 10:15 a.m. worship service after the Message for Children, children ages 3 through
grade 5 may go to Sunday School, and Middle School Students may go to Bibles & Bagels in
the Church House Library. On the first Sunday of the month, children in grades 3–middle
school remain in worship for the full hour.

Online Sermons

Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays
are available on the church website at
www.brpc.org. To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the
main menu.

Amplification Headsets

So that all may enjoy the worship service,
sound amplification headsets are available
from the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.

Who Does God Call Us to Be?
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith. Those who worship here come
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of
ways.
We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.
We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf.
We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more wholeheartedly.
We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, taking risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.
Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future.
~The Opening Paragraph of V ision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge

Order of Worship
Saturday Evening
5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall
March 9, 2019

oak table service

(Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
*GATHERING SONGS

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
As the Deer

OPENING PRAYER
SCRIPTURE

Luke 15: 11-32

MESSAGE
OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

Dr. Maureen Paterson

Arms Open Wide

by Sam Knock

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING SONG
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Order of Worship
March 10, 2019

9:00 a.m.~ Chapel; 10:15 a.m. ~ Sanctuary

first sunday in lent

(Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE (10:15)

We Come Before the Table
Alpha Bell Choir

by Derek Hakes

WORDS OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

*HYMN

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my thoughts!
See if there is any wicked in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.
O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

HYMN 610

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Dear God, in this season of Lent,
we praise you in song and from our hearts,
for you are the one and only God.
You created us and this world. You so love each and every one of us
that you sent your only Son, Jesus, to dwell humbly among us,
to tell us about who you are, and how we should love you above all else,
and love our neighbors as ourselves.
Yet, we confess we have sinned Lord. You have given us the power to think,
to reason, and feel emotions, and given us the responsibility to use these powers
to your glory and to the benefit of our neighbors and our world.
But we are preoccupied with ourselves. We get angry with others.
We forget our neighbors in desperate need. We clutch instead of share.
We judge instead of try to listen and to understand.
Please hear this prayer,
and hear now our silent and personal prayers of confession.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
May We Love

by Chris Fortin

*THE PEACE
Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: and also with you.
Leader: I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS (10:15)
WELCOME

Leader: Let us welcome our new members.
People: With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ’s church to
share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ.
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN (10:15)

Stacy Currie

O Come, with Body and Mind
O, Come, with body and mind.
O, Come, with spirit and voice.
Bring the whole person, bring the whole person,
Come, let’s sing and rejoice.

by Helen Kemp

(Children ages 3—grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.
Middle School Students are invited to attend Bibles & Bagels.)

*HYMN (10:15)
SCRIPTURE LESSON

For the Beauty of the Earth

HYMN 14

Luke 15: 11-32 (p. 78 NT)

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
Who Needs Forgiveness?

Rev. Dennis W. Jones

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING
(10:15) Dr. Maureen Paterson
OFFERTORY (10:15)
Show Me Your Way, O Lord
by Robert Powell
Sanctuary Choir; Beth Donley, solo; Mark Snyder, oboe

Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
HYMN 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY
*CLOSING HYMN
How Firm a Foundation
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE (10:15)

Darwall’s 148th

HYMN 463
by John Darwall

Please pick up a Lenten Devotional, In the Shadow of the Cross, which can be found
in the Narthex, Westminster Hall and outside the Chapel.

Church Family
The Flowers on the Piers this mor ning ar e given to the glor y of God:
~ By Sue Ellen Holleman, in loving memory of Jerry Holleman and in celebration of daughter
Erin Holleman Farrell’s birthday.
~ By Estrid Jones, in loving memory of her parents, Val and Alice Paulsen, and for her father’s
birthday on March 11.
flowers
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members
of the congregation. Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There is one
pier opening each on April 14 and 21. If you would like to donate an ar r angement,
please contact Debbie Schaub at 908-507-3844; NEW e-mail address, dschaub23@gmail.com.

Our Greeters this morning are Evelyn and Ken Helland, Bert and Ron Whalin and Carter
Nowack at the 10:15 a.m. service.
Join us Coffee Hour and Fellowship time in Westminster Hall, hosted by Ken and Kar en
Skoglund after the 10:15 a.m. service.

Meet Our New Members
Today we welcome new members that the Lord has brought to our congregation. During
our 10:15 a.m. worship service, our new members will come forward to be warmly received
into our congregation. We joyfully welcome the following to The Presbyterian Church of
Basking Ridge:
Nanci Edden
104 Lyons Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Chad* and Rachel Felter
Charlie
349 Glendale Road
North Plainfield, NJ 07063

Sarah and Kaitlyn Paliotti
159 Potomac Drive
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Damien and Lauren Ross
Preston
4 Woodhull Drive
Chester, NJ 07930

Stephen and Margaret (Dolly) Tharp
1175 Crim Road
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

*Current member

Lenten Season
Lenten Sermon Series — “Forgiveness”
Lent is the 40-day season of the Christian year where Christians
focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting, in order to grow closer
to God. It is a season of taking stock of one’s life in general and
one’s spiritual life in particular, and to seek repentance, renewal,
and rebirth. In some traditions it is when the catechism process
happens for those preparing to join the church or be baptized.
This Lent at BRPC our theme will be “Forgiveness.” Our sermon
series will invite us to more deeply explore and experience this central practice of the Christian faith. Next to the imperative to love — to love God and love one another as we love ourselves — there is no teaching in Scripture more central than the call to forgive, and the call
to receive the forgiveness which God yearns to give to us. It is at the very heart of our identity
as people of Christ. Join us each weekend in worship this Lent, and bring a friend!

Lenten Burlap Squares--Please take one after Worship Today!
As we begin our Lenten journey we invite you to pick up a burlap square as you leave worship
today. The cross on the square will serve as a reminder of God's grace and love in our lives,
while also calling us to repentance and inner reflection. We encourage you to carry this cross
in your bag or your pocket, place it in your car, attach it to your bathroom mirror...put it somewhere you will see it regularly throughout your day to remind you of God's presence and also
God's call upon your life. Thanks to the Middle School students and their advisors for making
these for us.
Lenten Offering
This year our Lenten Offering will support Restore Ministries based in Elizabeth, NJ, which
seeks to nurture urban youth who are at risk of dropping out of school. The staff and volunteers of Restore provide weekly support groups for their middle and high school members as
well as mentoring programs, computer/technology training programs, and summer enrichment opportunities. They help many students finish high school, achieve their GED and continue their education. The goal of Restore is to allow each individual to develop their potential by means of personal and spiritual development through education so they can become
responsible and contributing members in an ever-changing global society. Their programs
serve around 60 youth each year. Thank you for generously supporting this worthy cause!
Lenten Music and Meditation Services
Join us for these short services of music, readings and prayer offering a
quiet time out of our busy schedules during Lent. They each begin at 12
noon in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays, March 13, 20 and 27, followed by
a light lunch in Westminster Hall for $7. No reservation needed.
March 13

Finley Singers of BRPC

March 20

Kathryn Krasovec, mezzo soprano

March 27

Merynda Adams, harp
John Romeri III, flute

Lenten Small Groups
Early Bird Study Group
The Early Bird Group begins their Lent-themed study today.
Understanding Salvation: What Does It Mean To Be Saved?
Adult Small Group—Sundays, 9 a.m. in the Church House Parlor
Led by Charles King
Salvation is a central aspect of Christian experience and thought and a prominent theme in
both the Old and New Testaments. Yet, it may be surprising to many how varied the depictions and understandings of salvation are in the Bible and have been throughout the history
of Christianity. Christians have argued over different views about the meaning, nature, and
sources of salvation since the early church. In this series of discussions, we will examine
the biblical sources for salvation and related theological concepts and explore how these
ideas have varied and changed during Church history. Our goal will be on striving to understand and appreciate the reasons for differing points of view on salvation both historically
and currently and to clarify our own perspectives.
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31
April 7
April 14

What Do We Need to Be Saved From?
How Is Jesus Christ Our Savior?
Atonement: What Is the Meaning of Christ’s Death and Resurrection?
No Meeting
Election and Predestination: Can We Save Ourselves?
What Are the Results of Salvation?

Fellowship
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner—Thank you!
Our Fellowship Council's Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner was a BIG, delicious success
thanks to the following folks who helped with setting-up, cleaning up, shopping, baking and
cooking! Many, many thanks to:
Bill Adams, Jill Brown, Stu Conway, Kevin and Gail Duffe, Peggy Eicher, Kris Emmitt,
Jim Felter, Brad and Florence Henry, Rudy Hyzer, Mary Lynne Norris, Jeff and Debbie
Schaub, Joy Schmitt, Jean Smith, Joelle Strona, Craig Sutherland, Donna Van Blarcum, Jean
Wadsworth, Frank and Maggie Wald, Ken and Sally Warman and Sue Watt.

Children and Family Ministries
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry—Tuesdays from 4:15-5:30 p.m.

Children in pre-kindergarten - grade 5 are invited to join us every Tuesday from 4:15-5:30
p.m. for music, Bible lessons, games and crafts in Westminster Hall.

Acolytes—children in grades 2-5 are invited to be Acolytes, who light the chancel candles
prior to the 10:15 a.m. worship service. For more information or to sign up, please contact
Stacy at scurrie@brpc.org.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Middle School Wednesday Fellowship
Join us every Wednesday from 6-7:30 p.m. for dinner, activities and games!
March 13—Chris Fortin will lead music and we’ll meet Jasmine, a high school student who
will share about her Gold Award project to make scarves.
March 20—Chuck Miller will lead fun Biblical games, and Christian and Andrew will share.
Middle School Bibles & Bagels—Sunday Mornings March 10, 17, 24 and 31
We start in worship at 10:15 a.m., then head to the library for bagels and a lively discussion.
Confirmation
Sunday, March 17—Special Vedic Prayer Service from 3:15 –6:45 p.m.
All confirmands, mentors and parents are invited to the Hindu Vedic Prayer service in the
church house parlor. After the service, we are invited to stay for dinner.
Sundays, March 24 and 31 from 8:45—10 a.m.
Join your mentors for your Sunday morning classes.
Senior High Fellowship—-Tonight from 6-7:30 p.m.
Dinner and fun in the Youth Center, led by Rob, Gary, Amber and Kevin!

Opportunities to Give and Serve
God’s Co-Op Pantry
Please bring in donations of the item listed below for God’s Co-Op Pantry to
help those in need in our surrounding community. Donations may be
brought to the church house. Thanks for your generous support!
March—28 oz. canned whole tomatoes

Artwork of Little Presbyterians

Music Ministries

Weekly Calendar

The Presbyterian Church

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT—MARCH 10

Lenten Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ....
Library
Lenten Small Group, 9:00 am ..........
Parlor
Worship, 9:00 am .............................
Chapel
Fellowship Time, 9:45 am................ Westminster Hall
Worship, 10:15 am ...........................
Sanctuary
Sunday School, 10:15 am ................. Westminster Hall
Bibles & Bagels, 10:15 am...............
Library
Fellowship Time, 11:15 am.............. Westminster Hall
Senior High Fellowship, 6:00 pm ....
Youth Center
MONDAY—MARCH 11

Pantry Committee, 1:0 pm ...............
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................
Worship Council, 7:00 pm ...............
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ...........
Trustees, 7:30 pm .............................

Parlor
Youth Center
Geneva Room
Library
Parlor

TUESDAY—MARCH 12

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............
Geneva Room
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............
Knox Room
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............
Parlor
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................
Knox Room
Scout Troop # 351, 7:30 pm .............
Youth Center
WEDNESDAY—MARCH 13

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......
Parlor
Lenten Music & Meditation, 12:00 pm
Sanctuary
Lenten Luncheon, 12:30 pm............. Westminster Hall
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm
Youth Center
Cemetery Heritage Comm., 7:30 pm
Geneva Room
THURSDAY—MARCH 14

Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm.................
Oratorio Choir, 8:15 pm ...................
FRIDAY—MARCH 15
SATURDAY—MARCH 16

Knox Room
Knox Room

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............. Westminster Hall

One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920
908.766.1616 FAX: 766.4450
e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff
Rev. Dennis W. Jones.......................... ext. 15
Associate Pastor
Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11
Parish Associate
Rev. Bruce E. Schundler
Director of Ministries to Youth, Young
Adults and Their Families
Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17
Director of Ministries to Children and Their
Families
Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14
Tree House Director
Jennifer Nowack. ............................. 221-1619
Director of Music Ministry
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809
Director of Children’s Music Ministry
Beth Donley .................................... 953-9809
Church Administrator & Treasurer
Janet Bentley ...................................... ext. 18
Assistant Treasurers
Liz Messineo ..................................... ext. 21
Nancy Kuhn......................................... ext. 21
Pastoral Administrative Asst.
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19
Church Administrative Asst.
Janice Leotti ....................................... ext. 12
Receptionist
Michelle Lew....................................... ext. 10
Communications Coordinator
Gary Ingram ....................................... ext. 13
Sexton Staff
David Brownlee .................................. ext. 16
Paul Bachem
Ministers
All the People
Clerk of Session
Tina Bramel

President of Trustees
Craig Sutherland
Moderator of Deacons
Jean Smith

