Annual Report
Part 2

Staff, Board, and Committee Reports
for the program year of June 2018 – May 2019

The Planning Committee for the Celebration and Rededication of the Willits Church House on its
50th anniversary. From left: Ronna Storm, Rudy Hyzer, Craig Sutherland, Janet Bentley, Patty & Jeff
Haines, and Rev. Dennis Jones.

Call for the Annual Congregational Meeting—Part 2
The Annual Meeting Part 2 of the Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge,
New Jersey, will be in Westminster Hall on May 5, 2019 immediately following the 5:00 p.m.
Potluck Dinner, for the purpose of receiving reports of the Boards and Organizations; for the
election of Elders and Deacons, and Members-At-Large to the Church Officer Nominating
Committee; and for such other business as may properly come before the Congregation.
~April 15, 2019 - Tina Bramel
Clerk of Session

Call for the Annual Meeting of the Corporation
The Annual Business Meeting of the Corporation of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge,
New Jersey, incorporated by Act of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey in the year 1785 as
the Trustees of the Presbyterian Congregation at Baskenridge in the counties of Somerset and
Morris, will be held in Westminster Hall on May 5, 2019, immediately following the Annual
Meeting of the Congregation. This meeting is called for the purpose of hearing the Annual
Report, for the election of new Trustees and members of the Financial Review Committee, and
for the transaction of such other business as may properly come before the Congregation.
~April 15, 2019 - Craig Sutherland
President of Trustees
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Agenda — Annual Meeting of the Congregation
May 5, 2019

Songs from our children
Call to Order
Declaration of Quorum

Beth Donley & the Children’s Choirs
Rev. Dennis Jones, Session moderator
Tina Bramel, Clerk of Session

Reading of Call
Declaration that Call is in Order

Moderator

Open Meeting with Prayer and Scripture
Thanksgiving to God for our Ministry
Appreciation to Outgoing Officers

Officer Nominating Committee Report
Nominees for Elders and Deacons
Nominees for Church Officer Nominating Committee
Recess Congregational Meeting
Call to Order of Corporation Meeting
Reading of Call for Meeting of Corporation

Rev. Dennis Jones
Jean Smith, Moderator of Deacons
Dr. Maureen Paterson
Don Grossmann, Chair

Moderator
Craig Sutherland, Trustee President
Kathy Graback, Trustee Secretary

Nominees for Trustees
Nominees for Financial Review Committee

Don Grossmann

Appreciation to Outgoing Trustees

Craig Sutherland

Adjourn Meeting of Corporation
Reconvene Congregational Meeting
Other Business
Singing Praise to God
Adjournment and Benediction

Moderator
Congregation
Chris Fortin
Moderator
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Pastor’s Report
Rev. Dennis W. Jones

"The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory,
like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from start to finish."
- John 1:15, The Message
I love this fresh and compelling translation of the opening chapter of John’s gospel. It’s a verse
that we often read in worship on Christmas Eve as the lights are turned off and, by candle-light,
we gaze upon the glorious truth that God has been born among us, God has revealed God’s
presence to us. Amidst our human pain and brokenness, God has shown up in our midst. As
Eugene Peterson so beautifully translates it, "God has moved into the neighborhood."
With overflowing gratitude I look back on the past year in the life of our congregation and I see
the countless ways in which God's love and presence has been revealed. I see the moments where
God has shown up, and God has been faithful, and God has been present and on the move in our
neighborhood. Here are a few examples:
•

What a joy it is has been to welcome Stacy Currie as our new Director of Ministry to Children
and their Families. Stacy has brought a new energy and vision to this vital ministry, and has
already made an exciting impact. We look forward to all that is to come.

•

This past summer, we replaced the approximately 125 year old slate roof of our sanctuary,
and the roof of the chapel. The entire cost was covered by a generous bequest from Marion
Bonnell, a dear woman who was a beloved and extremely devoted member of our
congregation. I will long remember the 4 weddings which I officiated in our sanctuary during
the time of that project, all on 90+ degree days, and the flexibility and graciousness of all 4
families! I am grateful to Trustee President Craig Sutherland, and the entire Board of Trustees
that he leads, for their faithful and unwavering leadership in caring for our historic buildings
and campus.

•

On the first Sunday in November, All Saint’s Day, we rededicated to the glory of God the
Willits’ Church House — a building given to our church by members Gladys and Harris
Willits 50 years ago as an expression of gratitude and devotion to God, and as a home base
for much of our ministry. Thank you to Patty and Jeff Haines for leading a wonderful
committee who envisioned and organized the entire celebration.

•

The theme for our 2019 stewardship campaign was "Gifts of Love." We were overwhelmed by
the generous response from our congregation—for the 2nd year in a row it was the largest
dollar amount pledged in our church’s history—and for the commitment to and confidence in
the ministry of Christ here at BRPC which that response reflects. Thank you once again to
Marty vandenHerik for your inspiring leadership as Stewardship Council chairperson.

•

I am continually moved by the measure of care and support we offer to one another each and
every week. In a world where so many feel alone and disconnected, we offer one another the
gift of authentic community, a sense of belonging, truly living out our calling to be the Body
of Christ and celebrating the beauty and uniqueness of each person. Each and every one of
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you help make this happen. I specifically want to express my gratitude to our Deacons, and
Stephen Ministers, for the ways they embody God’s love in their ministry.
•

Gathering together each week in worship of almighty God is the center of our life and
ministry. I count it a high and holy privilege to lead the talented team of folks who plan and
lead those services. This year our sermon series have included a Stewardship series on the
theme "Gifts of Love," an Advent series entitled "What Are You Expecting?," and a Lenten
series on the theme of Forgiveness.

•

I give thanks that we continue to strive to be "the most loving place in town," by the way we
welcome and love one another, and the way we care for and serve and minister to our
neighbors in need. The gospels are filled with countless stories of Jesus extending friendship
and grace to those who are on the fringe, to those who are judged or cast aside, and as those
who seek to live in his image, we strive to do the same.

•

And finally, special thanks for the love and support given to me and to my family as I have
navigated challenges related to my hearing loss. I am humbled and moved by your prayers for
my healing and your expressions of love. How grateful I am for the elders on our Session, for
our Clerk of Session, Tina Bramel, and for the members of our Personnel Council led with so
much care by Karen Johnson. I am also extremely grateful for each one of my colleagues and
friends on our church staff, and for the ways they have encouraged me during a year that has
had some tough moments. Special thanks to Maureen Paterson, Cara Burchett, and Janet
Bentley, who would all prefer to humbly remain behind the scenes and not be publicly
thanked. They have each stepped up to the plate in many extra ways to support me and the
vibrant ministry of our church.

These are just some highlights! There are countless additional ways in which God has shown up
during this past year and the story of this wonderful community of faith continues to be written.
With joy in serving as your pastor,

Rev. Dennis W. Jones

Rev. Dennis Jones with wife, Emily and
daughter, Teresa.
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Associate Pastor’s Report
Dr. Maureen Paterson

"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to
all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus."
– Philippians 4:4-7
For many years the book of Philippians, and in particular this
chapter, has been one of my go-to parts of Scripture. Paul writes
to the early church as they are struggling to work out their identity
and their place in the world and he gives them words of challenge,
promise, and hope. He reminds them that they can do all things
through Christ in whom they place their trust.
I think that as a church we are also trying faithfully to work out
our place in our community and world at this time in history. We
struggle with what it means to live out our faith as we gather
together in Bible study and worship each week. We try to live into
our calling as faithful disciples as we engage and interact with our
neighbors in need and our world at large through mission
activities and caring for one another. We don’t always get it right;
we sometimes stumble and fall, but I am grateful that as a body
of believers we remind ourselves that we are held in God’s grace
and mercy and through God’s strength we have the power to
achieve great things for God’s glory.

Angus, Gregor & Maureen on
the mission trip to North
Carolina

Week after week I am humbled by the work of so many in God’s
name through BRPC. The Deacons, Stephen Ministers, and those
engaged in various mission activities work tirelessly to show God’s
grace and mercy to our own members and those in our community
and world. Whether that is through a meal, a ride, a gracious
welcome to church, or through a bag of food at God’s Coop
Pantry, or a meal at Interfaith Hospitality Network, we open our
hearts and our lives to others on a regular basis.
We partner with so many other wonderful groups on a local and
international level to allow God’s grace to shine in our world.
Through our financial support as well as our hands-on partnerships
we are able to extend God’s reach far beyond the confines of
Basking Ridge and its immediate community.

Preparing for Saturday
evening worship

I am grateful to be a part of this ministry and to get to work
alongside each of you in this ministry. It is both a joy and a
privilege and I look forward to all that God has in store for us as a church in the years ahead.
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Director of Ministries to Children and Their Families
Stacy Currie

" I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth."
— 3 John 1:4
How excited and thrilled I am to be part of this
wonderful, growing Ministry. Being new in this role, it
warms my heart to see how welcomed and at home I
was made to feel here at BRPC. I know that each and
every person who comes here is welcomed in the same
manner. What a special place to be!
Our Children Ministries, both Sunday School and the
Midweek Ministry are growing in faith and numbers.
The children’s singing under the direction of the lovely
Beth Donley is a testament to the power of prayer
through song. It is so exciting to see our Children growing in Christ’s love. Every time I see a child
offering a small kindness to their friends, it is a reminder of how powerfully God is working in
our lives and the lives of our children. As Mother Teresa says "We can do no great things, only
small things with great love." I am so humbled by these words and I think it is an important
reminder that even the smallest kindness shown can change someone’s day.
We have been blessed to have some very special members of our congregation join us to teach a
special program or volunteer for Sunday School. When they say it takes a village to raise a child, it
is true! Becky Creswell joins us once a month for a story time with the children and she is an
absolute joy to us.
We have made some changes to our Nursery. We are blessed to have our nursery staffed with
Tiffany Hill and Sarah Celentano, who care for the babies that come each week. Their loving and
professional manner has helped ease the worries of parents who are leaving their precious little
ones. We have the worship service playing on a video monitor each week for parents who would
like to sit in the nursery and watch while their child plays.
We are in the process of unveiling a new outreach program called
the Traveling Library. There will be themed books on some
sensitive subjects like Adoption, Moving, Divorce, Illness and
Death, as well as themes on Feelings, Kindness and God’s Love.
They will be bundled up in special bags and lent out like library
books. This will be a wonderful tool to help members of our
church family who may need some resources for their families. I
am so thrilled to be working with Becky Creswell, who is a former
librarian. Without her and the generosity of our Library staff, I
could not have made this happen. Thank you! (See, small acts of kindness!)
As I approach the anniversary of my first year here at BRPC I look to the future. A Future filled
with lots of faith, love and happiness, and of course, lots of fun for the children!
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Thank you to everyone who has helped grow and nurture Children and family Ministries,
especially my team who’s help has been invaluable, and to all the staff, thank you for helping me
grow and prosper. I would be lost without all your help and support each day!
In Christ’s love,

Stacy
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Director of Music Ministry
Christopher Fortin

This has been quite a fun year of music at BRPC! Here’s a look at some exciting experiences we
had together:
We began the program year with a Saturday workshop led by British composer and clinician, Will
Todd. Our own choir, joined by other area singers, spent a delightful day of rehearsing together
and then presenting an afternoon concert to the public featuring all we had learned earlier that
day. In the worship service the next morning, the workshop choir joined by a jazz trio offered
three pieces conducted by Will. It was a thrilling weekend and we made some new friends!
Our focus for December Oratorio was a newer work called "Wenceslas" by Bob Chilcott. This
musical setting of the story of a king, a page and a man in the snow paved the way for the theme
of compassion, mercy, and serving others during the busy holiday season. Other elements during
Advent included another Sunday service beautifully led by the children, a stellar turnout for the
Walk to Bethlehem led by Alpha Bell Choir, and soloist Caitlyn Costello, and the ever popular
festivities on Christmas Eve.
In Lent 2019, our theme of "Forgiveness" was highlighted in our weekend services and our very
well attended Lenten Music & Meditation Services. These three Wednesday experiences were a
thematic response to the scripture passage from the Sunday before, and showcased a smaller
version of our choir we called The Finley Singers, as well as soloists Kathryn Krasovec, Merynda
Adams on harp, and John Romeri on flute. Each service was followed by a delicious lunch where
we got to know some new faces! We plan to have more than three next season.
The Spring Oratorio this year was very powerful! Together with Knox Bell Choir, Oratorio Choir
and an 18-piece orchestra, we presented a dynamic program centered around Mark Hayes’
Requiem. Every piece was composed within this decade and all by living composers. The message
of this particular Oratorio was to lovingly remember those who are no longer with us, to bless
others with perpetual light, rest and peace, and to create a sense of coming home. This was a very
moving event, and I’m so proud of all who prepared for and participated in this special moment
with me.
Many thanks to Sanctuary Choir, Oratorio Choir, Beth Donley and the Children’s Choirs, Knox
Bells, Alpha Bells, youth musicians, Oak Table Service music teams, instrumentalists, our Friends
of Music, and our seasonal guest musicians for helping us to make a powerful impact on the lives
of congregants and visitors. There are so many of you and it’s an incredible gift to see you serving
together with such dedication and skill.
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It continues to be my great hope that, over the coming months and years, we might be used by
God in a special way through the arts, and through serving as worshipers find a renewed direction
for our hands, our hearts and our voices. I encourage you, if you have the desire and experience
of playing an instrument or singing that you jump right in! There’s a place for you! I’m always
happy to receive a call or email, and it would be a thrill to meet with you. May you all sense God’s
peace and joy this summer as we prepare for another year of ministering together in Christ’s
name.
With excitement,

Chris

British composer Will Todd leads choir members and musicians in a workshop
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Director of Children’s Music Ministry
Beth Donley

A man should hear a little music, read a little poetry, and see a fine picture every day of
his life, in order that worldly cares may not obliterate the sense of the beautiful which
God has implanted in the human soul.
– Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Every week, I cherish the time I spend with the most precious gift God has given us, children.
How blessed I am. They are so curious and eager to sing, dance, and play instruments; all in the
glory of God. Children come every Tuesday with smiles on their faces, ready to have a great time.
The mid-week program is divided into two choirs by age; both groups meet on Tuesday
afternoons. The Little Voices choir encompasses children ages three-Kindergarten. This choir
averages a class size of approximately 12 children. The goal of this age group is to enable children
to reach their full potential in the areas of music, biblical text, and movement through informal
activities based on a rich curriculum of Christian songs and stories. This choir had the
opportunity to sing eight times in worship services throughout this year.
The second choir that meets on Tuesday is the Joyful Noise Choir consisting of 1st - 5th-grade
children. The focus for this choir is to learn the fundamentals of music, sing sacred anthems and
hymns, and integrate children’s music into worship. We have some very talented singers in this
group who are eager to learn and take a leadership role in worship. They are doing a phenomenal
job at matching pitch and learning to harmonize. The choir sings every month during the year in
worship and shares their musical gifts. Both choirs also participated in the children-led Christmas
service, Journey to Bethlehem! It was a beautiful telling of the story of the Advent season and
the coming of Christ into the world. In the spring, the children will be part of the musical Esther,
a story from the Old Testament, which gives a glimpse into the life of Esther and the influence of
Mordecai. Both choirs will participate in this musical. Kudos to the choirs for rising to the
challenge of putting on both a Christmas service and the upcoming Spring Musical. These
musicals involve a commitment from the children to memorize lines, music, and demonstrate
movement and dance. The children do a great job and we should be proud of their
accomplishment and delivery of important messages of God’s word. A special thanks go to all the
parents for supplying healthy snacks for the children, being helpers in the class, and for their
support and dedication in getting their children to this important midweek ministry program. It is
a joy to direct this program and to share this time with our little gifts from God!
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In addition to directing these choirs, I also am fortunate to work with the Sunday school children
every other week after they are dismissed from worship. We enjoy singing hymns and engaging in
church songs. These children are also invited several times throughout the Liturgical year to sing
with the other children’s choirs.

Singing God’s Word,

Beth

14

2018-19 Annual Report, Part 2

Church Administrator and Treasurer
Janet Bentley

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
– Philippians 4:13
The Church Administrator reports to the Head of Staff; acts as liaison between the program staff,
Session, and Trustees directing the support staff to meet the objectives of the church; is
responsible to the Trustees for administering the business functions of the church, managing the
church facilities and administration of the cemetery. The Church Treasurer receives and disburses
funds and maintains the church financial and investment accounts. The Church Administrator/
Treasurer wears many hats!
As Treasurer, I support the Board of Trustees, work with the Stewardship Council to encourage
congregational giving, with the Joint Budget Committee to administer the allocation of our
resources, with the Investment Advisory Committee to manage our invested endowment
resources, and with The Samuel Brown Society to encourage Planned Giving.
As facility manager I work closely with the Trustees, our sextons, and outside contractors to
provide care and maintenance of our historic buildings and grounds. This year much time and
energy was dedicated to the replacement of the sanctuary and chapel slate roofs and the
rebuilding of the Church House drainage system. Managing the cemetery offers me the humbling
blessing to assist families during their most difficult moments.
A highlight of the year was marking the 50th anniversary of the Church House. The building was
gifted to us by Harris and Gladys Willits in 1968. A rededication service and reception honored
the generosity of the Willits family, and celebrated the central role the building plays in our
ministry to both members and theOur doors are always open wide! As gatekeeper of the facility I
navigate the challenges of shared space, juggling our ministry and program needs with those of
the Tree House and the many outside groups and organizations with which we share our space.
These groups range from a small group gathering to the 400 plus participant Leisure Learning
program.
Personnel responsibilities include supervision of office Administrative Assistants Cara Burchett,
Michelle Berger and Janice Leotti, Assistant Treasurers Nancy Kuhn and Elizabeth Messineo,
Communication Coordinator Gary Ingram, and Sextons David Brownlee and Paul Bachem. It is
truly a joy to work alongside these caring and dedicated people.
I support the Personnel Council in developing and implementing employee policies and benefits.
This year significant changes to our benefit offerings to best serve the team were studied and
implemented. As all employees of the Tree House are technically church employees the total
staff for which payroll and benefits are managed numbers 53.
Many volunteers support the work of the Church Administrator/Treasurer. I offer special thanks
to George Storm our "Mr. Checks", Dawn Domans, Counting Team Coordinator, the Sunday
and Mid-Week Counting Team members, and all the behind the scenes faithful folk for the
blessing of their ongoing, important work.
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It is a privilege and joy to work in company with colleagues and faithful volunteers who rejoice in
serving God together in this beloved church. I am blessed beyond measure to be part of this
church family.
Let all that you do be done in love.
– I Corinthians 16:14
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The Tree House Child Caring Center
Jen Nowack, director

In September of 2018, The Tree House celebrated 36 years of
operation. The center was established by the authority of the
Session through Children and Family Ministry Committee.
The Government of the Center is vested in a Board of
Directors, the majority of whom are Church members, currently under the leadership of
President Betsy Fryling. The Board meets once a month.
This year, The Tree House was excited to expand upon its current Learning Garden area. The
temporary fence was replaced with a beautiful new permanent one and raised beds were added to
the space. The garden has allowed the children to experience
the act of gardening; including preparing the garden,
planting seeds, caring for them, and, finally picking the
vegetables. In addition to eating
and cooking with the vegetables
they grew; they also shared the
fruits of their labor with God’s
Coop Pantry, donating to those
in need.
Also added to the Learning
Garden were three benches on
which teachers and children can
sit to enjoy stories and lessons
while in the garden. The benches,
created and donated by Forged In
Wood, were created out of the
wood from The Old Oak Tree and
are spectacular. Finally, a fence was
added across the back of Little
Acorns as a safety measure allowing
children to enjoy the "backyard" of
Little Acorns even more!
The Tree House is proud to provide
a competitive program and a
valuable learning experience for all
of our children. Our objectives remain the same in that we encourage the individual potential and
social development of each child and help him or her to achieve a positive self-image.
Our current center enrollment is 127 preschool children. While the center is licensed for
maximum attendance of 140 children at a given time, the center is considered full when
enrollment numbers are between 128-130 This is because the school maintains a lower teacher-tochild ratio than required by the state. The Tree House employs a total of 27 employees including
teachers, teacher assistants, afternoon child care providers, an office manager, and director.
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Director of Ministries to Youth, Young Adults and their Families
Cathi Reckenbeil

I am blessed that I have been part of this vibrant faith community and staff for 2 years already,
supporting our youth, young adults and their families.
In the summer of 2018, I was thrilled to be able to lead both a high school mission trip
(Workcamp) and our first middle school one. Our 2018 theme was Dive In, and we explored
various Bible verses that deal with diving into our faith. What a thrill to watch our youth as they
created and led daily interactive devotions.
Our 2019 theme, Anchored in Hope, was introduced in the fall during two retreats: one for middle
school and another for high school. This theme will continue into the summer during our
Workcamps as we study this Bible verse from Hebrews 6:19 (NRSV):
We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner
shrine behind the curtain
I have loved being able to continue to work on our ongoing ministries:
Supporting our two summer Workcamps
Leading retreats for confirmation, middle school, and senior high youth
Helping our Senior High Fellowship to develop a youth-led ministry
Continuing to recruit, train and support our middle school and high school advisors and our
Bibles and bagels teachers
• Overseeing our College-aged Guardian Angel Ministry
• Offering local mission opportunities for our youth
• Creating a space where our youth feel emotionally safe to share their fears, concerns and
dreams about faith, life, and everyday concerns
•
•
•
•

Thanks for allowing me to begin new ministries:
• Leading our first overnight college-aged retreat into NYC in December, to help at a soup
kitchen, tour St John the Divine Cathedral, and discuss our faith journeys
• Attending a weeklong Youth Mental Health First Aid Certification Course to become a
trainer. I applied for and received a $2,000 grant, so the course was free
• Co-leading a one day class in Youth Mental Health First Aid
• Preparing to lead a 3 day college-aged mission trip this May
I want to offer a heartfelt THANKS to the many adults who helped make this year so successful.
I offer prayers of thanksgiving for:
• all the middle school parents who supplied weekly meals for our active Wednesday night
fellowship and aided in our events
• our confirmation parents who brought dinner and joined our meetings
• the families and members of our church who have supported our fundraising efforts,
prayed for us, and offered help and guidance
• the adults who have stepped forward or remained as Youth Advisors, Mentors, Guardian
Angel co-chairs, and Bibles & Bagels teachers
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• Gary Ingram and both Workcamp Advisor teams, who gave invaluable guidance
• our youth and families, who continue to welcome me in and allow me to become a part of
their lives
• Our Pastors and staff, who offer guidance and a sounding board
A special thanks to Michelle Ortega and Herb Ryder, the Youth and Young Adult Council
(YYA) chairs, and our entire council. You have guided and supported me throughout this
transitional year. The mission of our YYA ministry is "To nurture in our young people a strong
faith in and love toward Christ, providing an experience of Christian community where each
person is welcomed and accepted, and to create Spirit-filled opportunities to put faith into action
by serving our neighbors in need." It is due to the combined efforts of the YYA Council, the
Advisors, Mentors, Teachers, Staff and parents that we are helping our youth to reach this
important mission.
With God’s help, I am honored to be starting my third year at BRPC, working alongside great
teams of youth and adults as we grow in faith, so that we can be God’s hands and feet here on
Earth, helping others, and sharing about Jesus’ gift of eternal life.
In Christ,

Cathi

Middle School & High School Workcamp participants
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50th Anniversary of Willits Church House Rededication
Jeff and Patty Haines, co-chairs

Committee Members: Bill and Kris Emmitt; Craig Sutherland, trustee; Ronna Storm, trustee;
Rudy Hyzer, planning council; Janet Bentley; Rev. Dennis Jones
"TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND FOR THE SERVICE OF HIS CHILDREN"
Saturday, November 3rd a dinner party was held at the Haines’ home for the Willits family
members and the committee. On Sunday, November 4th a wonderful celebration took place as the
congregation strolled across the street to the Church House immediately following the 10:15 a.m.
church service. Members spilled out from the Parlor into the courtyard enjoying fellowship, good
food, beautiful floral décor, as they shared memories & stories. Laura Evans, granddaughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Willits, spoke, expressing her amazement and enthusiasm for all the activities that
take place in the Church House. These include staff offices, council meetings, Bible studies,
Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, youth activities, mission work, funeral receptions,
appreciation lunches, plus intergenerational and inclusive community group meetings. Also, the
Church House continued to have electricity during Hurricane Sandy. Shelter, meals, opportunities
to use bathrooms and power up cell phones and computers was provided when the rest of the
area was out of power for a week or two. Other descendants of Harris and Gladys Willits who
attended included Jack Evans, son-in-law; Caroline Jones, granddaughter; Meg Jones Margiotta,
great-granddaughter; and Christopher Jones, great-grandson.
An article appeared in the Bernardsville News inviting the community to attend the celebration.
The weekend was preserved in two ways. First, Kris and Bill Emmitt put together a beautiful fourpage folder highlighting the history of the Church House. Secondly, a short video was put
together to capture the celebration for posterity including an interview with Willits family
members.
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Children and Family Ministries Committee
Dan Bliss and Jennifer Asay, co-chairs

Members: Kate Balboni, Lindsay Healy, Amanda Hughes, Emily Jones, Rebecca Mauro, Kim
Pagano, Susan Ward
The Children and Family Ministries Committee celebrates the many wonderful stories and acts of
God’s love present in our church this year. Our Children’s Program did not miss a beat as the
extremely talented Susan Ward carried the torch last year. Susan was able to grow the program and
was quick to step up in any way she could. Her love and devotion were crucial to our program’s
vitality through the search for a permanent director.
We welcomed Stacy Currie, our new Director, with an announcement on July 19th. With a passion
and spirit we in the committee have come to admire, Stacy hit the ground running. In less than a
month (with the help of Kim Pagano) she was prepared to take and lead one of our biggest
events of the year, Vacation Bible School. Stacy brings to our congregation a passion for the arts,
an inclusive philosophy, and an endless supply of enthusiasm our children (and volunteers) feed
off of!
One of Stacy’s goals from the beginning was to help bridge the gap of the long-time members of
our church with the children and families. Stacy has opened the door during our Tuesday
program, and plans for more inter-fellowship opportunities for the future. In collaboration with
the Church Library Staff, Stacy has implemented a program to assist in not only helping find more
books and resources for our kids to enjoy, but also a "Traveling Library" to help with families in
our church facing challenges of all kinds. We are excited, as a committee, to have someone who
holds such a passion for our youngest members. Looking forward, we anticipate more and more
amazing things from Stacy.
Nursery care has continued to be offered during Sunday services, and volunteers have stepped in
to help during special church events. Changes to the Nursery, set in motion last year by the
Interim Director, Susan Ward and followed through after the transition to new director, Stacy
Currie include: A television with a video feed from the sanctuary; re-vamped and regularly cleaned
nursery with new toys; care in the nursery for our youngest members and guests (offered during
the 10:15 A.M. Sunday service) by two very qualified and energetic people, Sarah Celentano and
Tiffany Hill. The age 3 through Kindergarten classes participate in a curriculum that focuses on
Bible stories, music and crafts. The first through fifth grade classes participate in a traditional
classroom model that include a Bible story or Christian lesson supplemented by an activity. On
average, 25 children attend Sunday School each week.
On Tuesdays, our midweek program for children has been very popular. As in the past, this
program seeks to combine Christian education programming with our children’s choir program,
led by Beth Donley. We are blessed to have, on average, 30 children each week and have been able
to invite "Special Visitors" from the congregation to share some of their talents and incorporate
their faith stories. We look forward to doing this more regularly in the future--at least once a
month. This year’s program has been led and facilitated by our new director, Stacy Currie and with
music by Beth Donley, with countless parents stepping in to volunteer assist the teachers and
provide leadership each week.
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With the leadership of our new Director, Stacy Currie, and Kim Pagano aiding to assist in leading
we had a wonderful turnout for our Vacation Bible School program. The theme was Shipwrecked,
Rescued By Jesus. We welcomed nearly 70 children and over 20 volunteers participated in the
planning and facilitating of this amazing experience. The Committee would like to say a special
thank you to all of the volunteers for their leadership and hard work.
The Committee executed several special events throughout the year, including outdoor games for
the children during the church’s Fall Kickoff Sunday, several family church services directed
toward children, an Advent festival with crafts, a traditional Christmas musical entitled Journey to
Bethlehem where our children lead worship through special music and spiritual readings, movies and
games to keep our little ones busy during the Church House Re-dedication program, and having
our children fill Easter Baskets to present to Homeless Solutions. We will round out this Spring
with our special Easter Children’s celebration inviting the congregation for games and activities
after service on Palm Sunday, an Eric Carle Carnival which will serve as our Family Picnic to kick
off the Summer, and a special luncheon to celebrate and honor our volunteers from the year.
The Committee’s budget allotment is used to pay for childcare in the nursery, program curricula,
and supplies for the Committee’s programs and special events. Running the various programs that
our church offers its children takes an enormous amount of dedication and commitment. We are
very grateful for the dozens of members of the congregation that have led, taught, and loved our
children over the past year.
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Board of Deacons
Jean Smith, moderator
"I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commodious harbors and
her ample rivers – and it was not there… in her fertile fields and boundless forests
and it was not there… in her rich mines and her vast world commerce – and it was not
there… in her democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution – and it was not
there. Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with
righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great
because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, she will cease to be
great." *

This quote was shared by Deacon Will Rijksen at a recent Deacons’ meeting. His comments made
at that time are shared by all the deacons: It has been an honor to serve on the Board of Deacons
and have an opportunity to put God’s words of fellowship and loving one another into action
within our BRPC community.
The Board of Deacons works to support functions within the church as well as support any
church members in need. The church membership is divided up into 11 geographical clusters.
Typically 2 deacons or deacon partnership (a couple sharing a deacon role) are assigned to each
cluster. Deacon Nancy Mallett capably handles our Fellowship Village cluster on her own. The
Deacons try to keep in touch with their cluster members and provide support as needed in the
form of notes, greetings, rides, visits, etc.
Cluster / Deacon Assignments
1/ Linda Metcalfe, Dotty Dameo

7/ Susan Frantz, Dan & Rocio Campbell

2/ Betty Mills, Jean Dorr

8/ Jean Smith, Dave & Laura Govan

3/ Jenny Speal, Charles & Virginia King

9/ Jan Hedden, Wendy Potter

4/ Karen Skoglund, Donna Van Blarcum

10/ Nancy Mallett

5/ Pam Blackstone, Ruth Bashe

11/ Mike & Maggie Skow, Courtney & Will Rijksen

6/ Nancy Kuhn, Leslie & Bob Mensak

Youth/ Isak Hilde, Sawyer Melick

In addition to supporting their clusters, the Deacons participate in ministries that serve the church
at large:
Through our Greeter ministry, chaired by Pam Blackstone and supported by committee
members Leslie & Bob Mensak, Betty Mills, Mike & Maggie Skow, Nancy Mallett, and Karen
Skoglund, the deacons have recruited a minimum of 2 volunteers to greet worship members prior
to each 10:15am Sunday service over the past year. That’s a minimum of 104 greeters over the
year Pam and her diligent committee members have arranged.

Quote from a 1952 speech by Dwight D. Eisenhower. In the speech, he attributed it to "a wise philosopher [who] came to
this country"
*
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Through our Coffee ministry, the Deacons have scheduled
approximately 100 coffee hour hosts to serve coffee and treats after
both the 9:00am and 10:15am Sunday church services. Jan Hedden
has taken the lead in this ministry, making sure our coffee hour
supplies of cups, treats, milk, lemons, etc. are fully stocked for each
Sunday.
Both the Greeter and Coffee ministries are excellent opportunities
for church members to take an active role in promoting fellowship
within the church.
Through our Food Angels ministry, chaired by Ruth Bashe, the Deacons provided 11 meals to
various church members/families recovering from recent hospital stays or otherwise dealing with
a difficult or hectic time. The Deacons would like to extend a special thank you to Sue Pape,
Dawn Domans, Debbie Carroll, Becky Creswell, and Addie Gundlach, who have helped the
Deacons in supporting this important ministry this year.
Through our Flower ministry, chaired by Nancy Kuhn, the
Deacons have delivered approx. 208 bouquets of flowers to
members of our church community over the past year. After
each Sunday service, two Deacons rearrange the Sanctuary altar
flowers into a minimum of 4 bouquets which are then delivered
and shared with various members of the church. In addition to
our weekly flower deliveries, the Deacons also delivered 49
poinsettias and approximately 25 lilies during the Christmas and
Easter holidays. The Deacons would also like to thank Debbie Schaub, who continued this year in
her role as flower contributions coordinator. Debbie volunteers her time coordinating flower
donations and florist orders for the flowers each Sunday. Many thanks Debbie!
Through our Memorial Receptions ministry, the Deacons hosted 4 memorial receptions at the
church. The Deacons provided refreshments, set-up and clean-up for each reception. Many thanks
to church members Joan Baer, Julie Conway, and Pam Meyers who helped support the Deacons in
this important ministry this year.
Through the Prayer Shawl ministry, chaired by Sally Warman, knitted prayer cloths were
presented to each confirmand and additional prayer shawls were
made to gift to church members.
In addition to our ministries, the Deacons take an active role in
supporting important church services such as Communion. Over
this past year, approximately 63 roles in the Communion services
were fulfilled by our deacons.
In support of other church activities, Dotty Dameo continued this
year to volunteer her time and talents as a member of the
Nomination Committee, helping recruit new church officers for
next year and keeping the Deacons informed of the committee’s
progress. And Karen Skoglund served this year on the Welcoming Committee, participating in
New Member meetings and alerting deacons of new members to the church and their Clusters.
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Our largest event of the year is our annual Deacons’ All Cluster brunch. This is an opportunity
for church members to come together in fellowship with their fellow Cluster members as well as
the entire church membership. Deacon Vice Moderator Donna Van Blarcum did a wonderful job
planning and chairing this important event as well as coordinating RSVP’s and pot luck
contributions. This year’s brunch was a great success, enjoyed by almost 100 church members. In
addition to hosting their Clusters at the brunch, 19+ Deacons also worked behind the scenes on
set-up, clean up, or in the kitchen to ensure the brunch’s success. This year, our Youth Deacons
took a very active role in supporting the Cluster brunch as well as the Deacons’ ministries. Their
extra helping hands were much appreciated.
The Cluster 10 brunch was held at Fellowship Village. Due to a snowstorm, this year’s brunch was
delayed until March 11. At that time, 33 Cluster members gathered at Fellowship Village to enjoy
their brunch. Thanks to Nancy Mallett for her coordination of this event.
In support of our monthly meetings, Wendy Potter continued this year in her role as Deacon
Scribe, taking and distributing meeting minutes of each meeting to keep everyone informed of
our activities. And Susan Frantz continued in her role as Corresponding Secretary, keeping the
Deacons informed of any correspondence sent to the Deacons.
Most importantly, a very special thank you to Maureen Paterson, who does an excellent job
keeping the Deacons informed of any pastoral concerns or needs within our church community.
Her insight and guidance throughout the year have been a blessing and are invaluable to the
Deacons’ work.

26

2018-19 Annual Report, Part 2

Fellowship Council
Joy Schmitt and Maggie Wald, co-chairs

Council members are: Dennis Jones, Julie Conway, Elaine Coulthart, Dottie Dameo, Kris Emmitt,
Jim Felter, Florence Henry, Debbie Schaub, Joy Schmitt, Joelle Strona, Craig Sutherland, Donna
Van Blarcum, Jean Wadsworth, and Maggie Wald.
The council’s focus continues to be on Support & Celebration,
and it happens in a variety of venues. The ever-popular & everindulgent Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner is always a big hit with
young & old. The receptions that we host after each of the two
annual Oratorios are as elegant as they are delicious. Lemonade in
the Shade after our summer Sunday services is a great way to
meet & mingle.
We have also become involved as a support to other councils’
events including the Block Party to kick-off the year, and the
luncheon and performance with the Ridge High School A Capella Choir hosted by the former Men’s Lunch
group.
Everyone seems to
show up for Sundaes
on Sundays, with a
line-up at the icecream bar! The
summer concert series in
the local park draws
families and those
The Ridge High School A Capella Choir Performed in Westminster Hall
who want to lounge
in a lawn chair and listen to live music. We also tried to have some summertime Theater in the Park
nights–also, a casual setting.
Many of these activities, and more, take a lot of planning. Thanks to the volunteers who help
shop, bake, cook, serve, and clean up. We are thrilled about the numerous members who
volunteered through the Time and Talents sign-ups. We will keep calling you!
Most of the council is comprised of longtime
members, and we are very open to new ideas and
new members. We invite anyone to help out at any –
or all – of our events.
This year we hope to resurrect one or two of the
more popular events, and to add a few new ones.
There are so many ways to celebrate old and new
friendships in our church family and community.
Most of all, we want to see you there!
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Gifts and Memorials Committee
Jean Wadsworth, chair

The Gifts and Memorials Committee is a committee of, and responsible to, the Session. Gifts to
the fund are received in memory or in honor of a loved one. They can be designated or
undesignated.
At a meeting of the Gifts and Memorials Committee in November the members considered a
request from Chris Fortin, Director of Music Ministry, for funds to restore a 1902 Schomacker
baby grand piano which had been given to the church by Geoff and Julie Dobson to be used in
the Music Ministry programs. Present at the meeting were Wayman Williams, Ronna Storm
(Trustee rep to the committee), Nancy Kuhn (Deacon rep to the committee), Janet Bentley,
Church Administrator and Jean Wadsworth, chair of the Gifts and Memorials committee.
Following discussion, the committee voted to approve the request Subsequently, the Session at
its December 3, 2018 meeting voted to approve the committee's action. Funds from various
accounts in the Gifts and Memorials Fund were used to restore this piano and extend its life by
approximately 50 years. Currently the piano is being used in the choir room for rehearsals of
several choirs.

The Finley Singers surrounding the newly-restored piano donated by
Geoff and Julie Dobson in the choir room before the first Lenten
Music & Meditation service.
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Mission Council
Carol Skidmore, chair

Council Members: Ruth Bashe, Jacques Delli Paoli, Josh Felter, Ellen Greenhorn, Evelyn
Gruening, Michael Pasnik, Maureen Paterson, Mike Rountree, Suzanne VanLoon, John Weagley,
elder.
Our mission focus continues to be to provide opportunities for hands-on, intergenerational
mission opportunities. We are still making contributions directly to various Presbyterian funded
organizations rather than funding these missions through Presbytery. Contributions were made to
Good News Home for Women, Restore Ministry, Elizabeth Port, and Institute for Music for
Children. We continue to house IHN guests four times a year and cook for Homeless Solutions.
God’s Co-op Pantry is part of the community food bank of NJ in Hillside and we are able to get
some food for no cost and only need to supplement with purchases from ShopRite for some of
the staples that our clients need. Monthly food donations are still requested and our congregation
has been faithful in supporting these needs. This year the Pantry is working to secure computers
and computer software that will allow them to keep all records electronically, eliminating the need
for multiple pages of paperwork each time a client requests assistance.
In July 2018 a team of about seventeen volunteers traveled to La Union, Ecuador to help build/
repair homes, provide sewing instruction in the craft of sewing uniforms that the women make
for the children to wear to school, and check on the ecological toilets that have been provided in
the area during the past few years. The team spent one week there and plan on one more trip in
2020 before moving to a new area of Ecuador in the Guyaquil area to begin the process of
helping to support another poor community to become self-sufficient just as La Union has
become. A full account of this trip can be viewed on the BRPC website.
In September we welcomed the missionaries from Indonesia whom we support: Bernie and
Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta. They spoke on Saturday, September 29 during the Oak Table service
and pot luck dinner which followed. An informative slide show was presented to the members
who attended.
In an effort to continue exploring alternative ways to raise funds in addition to those in the
budget, we held our fifth alternative gift giving fair in December as part of the Homespun
Holiday Boutique at Bishop Janes United Methodist Church. We extended the fair to BRPC for
the two Sundays following the Boutique. This is another way of gift giving which allows people to
support their favorite mission by making a donation in honor of a loved one, and enabled us to
raise an additional $3215 for local and international missions.
We also are grateful for the overwhelming support of our giving tree requests that provided
Christmas gifts of ShopRite gift cards, clothing, and toys to local people in need. Our Lenten
Offering for 2019 will support Restore Ministries in Elizabeth, NJ. On March 23 and 24 we
welcomed Linwood Bagby to speak with us about this education-centered mission.
The Mission Council will continue our practice of inviting members of several organizations to
speak at our meetings and during our minute for missions time during worship services. We feel
this is a good way to get to know our mission partners better and for the congregation to hear
from them as well.
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Scenes from the trip to La Union, Ecuador
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Personnel Council
Karen Johnson, chair

Members: Nancy Bedner; Betty Hahn; Patty Haines; Chuck Miller, elder; Ronna Storm, trustee;
Tina Bramel, clerk of session; and Dennis Jones, senior pastor.
During the 2018-2019 program year, Personnel Council has supported our session, senior pastor,
and other BRPC staff in human resources matters. This has included reviewing and revising
policies, reviewing and revising requirements for benefits, and supporting other Councils as they
provide programming. Significant actions include:
April:

Continued discussion on the impact of visions for worship and ministry on Program
staff. Reviewed and updated the Yearly Task calendar. Discussed the need for a
coverage plan when both pastors are out. Agreed that staff needs an understanding
of who is in charge when their supervisor is out.

May:

Welcomed Chuck Miller as the newest member of Personnel Council. He will serve as
the council representative to session. Our Senior Pastor reported that he is under
Doctor’s care for issues with hearing loss. Updated Service Recognition Policy.

June:

Hosted Year-end Staff Appreciation Luncheon: June 5th. Discussed our policies for
health benefits and/or compensation when benefits are not needed. Eligible
employees will always be offered benefits. Future discussions are needed to determine
a fair policy for all employees electing benefits or opting out.

July:

In a special meeting, council approved the recommendation of the search committee
to hire Stacy Currie as our new Director of Ministry to Children and their families.
Sent a joint motion to Session. Stacy was approved at the June 8th Session meeting.
Recognized Susan Ward for her work as our Interim Director of Children and Family
Ministries.

August:

Received a report about the success of the first ever Middle School Mission Trip.
Dennis spoke to council about salary banding. Chuck agreed to lead a study/survey
of area churches for information on salary banding and benefits to give us data for
future discussions.

September: Employee anniversaries recognized: 9/11/18, Nancy Kuhn, 5 years. 9/25/18, Gary
Ingram, 5 years. Janet Bentley presented the Board of Pensions benefits options for
2019. Council voted to offer Vision and Eyewear coverage to all employees at the
employees’ expense. Group Term Life Insurance will be offered to employees
working 25 hours or more. The church will pay 100 % for the first $5,000. Employees
can add supplemental coverage at their own cost. The church will pay 84% of the
health care benefit cost. Employees will be responsible for 16%. Craig Sutherland will
research additional options for health and let us know if there are comparable plans
for less. Budget motions: 1. $2,000 for Council Budget. 2. Request a 3.7% increase in
funding for 2019 for salaries, benefits, and mandatory increases.
October:

Recognized Liz Messinio’s 5-year anniversary. Acknowledged Jann Slapin’s resignation
from council and thanked her for her faithful service. Committed to offer 3 options
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from Board of Pensions Health Benefits plans. Craig Sutherlund will meet with
employees to explain the options and help them in the selection process.
November: Monday, Nov. 5: BRPC hosted a multi-church discussion on salary and benefits under
the leadership of Chuck Miller and Dennis Jones. The meeting was a great success
and gave us needed information and comparisons. Dennis suggested that we plan to
meet with these and other like PCUSA churches annually. Acknowledged Bob
Taylor’s resignation from council and thanked him for many years of faithful service.
Council voted that the chairperson should share meeting summaries with the full
council for editing before forwarding them to Session.
December: Hosted the Staff Holiday Breakfast: December 4th. Met with Maureen Paterson and
thanked her for stepping up in her ministry to offer extra help while our Senior
Pastor is seeking diagnosis and treatment for hearing loss. Presented her with a
financial gift of gratitude. Met with Janet and Cara to express gratitude for their extra
help during the 2nd half of 2018.
January:

Council recommended that we call a special meeting with Maureen, Dennis, Karen
and Betty Hahn to create a "go plan," for coverage and ministry needs in the case of
a medical leave for our Senior Pastor. Dennis will meet with Carl Wilton, our church’s
representative from the Committee on Ministry of Elizabeth Presbytery for guidance.

February:

Recognized David Brownlee’s 20-year anniversary as Sexton for BRPC. Special
meeting on Feb. 12th to create the "go plan" in case a medical leave for our Senior
Pastor becomes necessary. The plan defines the ministry needs Maureen would cover
and the needs that would be covered through pulpit supply, deacon and Stephen
Ministry help, and other pastoral back up. Remembered and honored Bob Taylor’s
ministry and service at BRPC.

April:

Council discussed the new Worship Schedule and Personnel Councils responsibility to
staff. Council will request meetings with key Program Staff members and Worship
and Music Council.

As is our tradition, Personnel Council will continue to pray throughout the year for the well-being
of our entire staff as they to serve and lead the congregation of The Presbyterian Church in
Basking Ridge, NJ.
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Planning Council
Jon Klippel, chair

Members: Bonnie Diehl, Allison Fahey, Rudy Hyzer, Ed Landis, Ken Skoglund, Rev. Dennis Jones
(Pastor)
The Planning Council was formed by Session in 2010 to strategically and prayerfully assist with
long range plans for our future. Accordingly, since the inception, one of the primary areas of
concentration has been the development and ongoing assessment of Vision 2017, a six phase five
year plan, concluding during the 300th anniversary of the church. The future remains a focal
point and the Planning Council continues to explore how to plot the course of our roles and
vision.
This year we welcomed Bonnie Diehl as the Trustee representative to the Planning Council. She
has brought prior experience and insight to our meetings.
An additional role that the Planning Council has filled has been to be the organizing body for the
creation of an event to initiate the "Program Year". Historically there has been a festive and
interactive outdoor event held after the 2nd or third Sunday service in September.
Based upon many positive comments about the social interaction portions of past events and how
much of a pleasure it was to start the program year off by seeing familiar faces and making new
friends, a decision was made to expand the fellowship and making and renewing of acquaintances
aspect. We would approach this event as an old fashion community "Block Party". Allison Fahey
accepted the role of the "Block Party" chair and skillfully assembled an energetic action team of
eager volunteers.
The 1St Annual Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church Block Party
This would occur on Sunday, September 16, following the 9:30 AM service. Everyone was invited
for Fun -Food –Fellowship in the spacious East Allen Street area from 10:45 am -12:45 pm. The
congregation was encouraged to bring / invite friends and neighbors to join in. After much
preparation and the help of many people, the day arrived and the weather was gorgeous, the turn
out superb (estimated at over 250) and a good time was had by all.
Plans are now enthusiastically being made for "The 2nd Annual Basking Ridge Presbyterian
Church Block Party" which is scheduled to be held on Sunday, September 15th, 2019. With the
experience of 2018 as a starting point, increased outreach to the community, and a number of
new ideas to add, we hope that we are witnessing the start of a cherished tradition.
Planning Council, as the representative of Session, continues to consider the various aspects of
the legacy of the Historic Oak Tree. The Oak Tree Task Force has not been active in 2018-2019
but several related items are worth noting. In late 2018, a a proposal was brought to Session and
approved for the formation of a relationship with "Forged in Wood" (a partnership of two of the
tree service individuals integrally involved in the taking down of the tree). They are managing the
disposition of the wood from the tree, creating mementos and crafts, and cutting and distributing
pieces of the wood in an equitable manner. They will be making periodic payments to the church
based upon 10% of their sales activity. This is a welcomed move since managing the process of
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cutting and distributing the wood was clearly outside of our area of expertise and would have
required significant investment of time and resource.
Progress continues on the creation of a communion table for BRPC and for a conference table
for Bernards Township.

34

2018-19 Annual Report, Part 2

Board of Session
Christina Bramel, clerk of session

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) consists of the Book of Confessions (Part I)
and the Book of Order (Part II). The Book of Order contains the new Form of Government,
which defines the responsibilities, and powers of the Session. These responsibilities are fulfilled
through several councils and committees, each of which has a separate report elsewhere in this
Annual Report. The Session currently consists of seventeen Elders plus our Pastor, who acts as
Moderator, and our Associate Pastor. The Clerk of Session is elected each year to faithfully record
the minutes of meetings and maintain vital statistics of the Church. An Assistant Clerk and
General Mission Treasurer may also elected each year. The Session diligently seeks to give
guidance to the spiritual life and development of our Church.
Following are some of the highlights for the church year April, 2018 through April, 2019:
• Session approved a motion from the Youth and Young Adult Council to disperse $15,000 in
scholarship funds to four deserving candidates who are pursuing careers in "helping"
professions.
• Michele Boronkas, director of Safe & Sound Somerset, one of our mission partners providing
support to families affected by domestic violence, visited the Session meeting in June. Michele
gave Session members some background information regarding the Women’s Shelter and
updated Session on their latest accomplishments.
• Eight young people of the Confirmation Class were examined by Session and received into
membership in June.
• Upon recommendation from the Personnel Council, Session approved the hiring of Stacy
Currie to be our new Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families in July.
• Chuck Miller on behalf of Personnel Council proposed the idea of surveying churches which
are similar to BRPC for the purpose of comparing salary structures and other areas of their
programs. Chuck prepared a draft of survey questions which would be pertinent for this
meeting. The gathering was ultimately held in November of 2018 with BRPC acting a host. The
results were then shared with Session members who felt this initiative was a good idea.
• Upon recommendation from Bill Emmitt and Jon Klippel of the Oak Tree Task force, Session
approved a motion to approve a collaboration between Keith Keiling and Dave Schneck and
BRPC to process and market some of the remainder of the wood from the Oak Tree. In return,
Keith and Dave would give BRPC an amount equal to 10% of their sales.
• Suzanne VanLoon of God’s Co-op Pantry visited the Session meeting in April of 2019 to
update members on the latest activities and accomplishments of this mission partner of BRPC.
• Upon recommendation of the Worship & Music Council, Session members approved a change
to the Worship schedule to take effect on the weekend of September 21 and 22 of 2019.
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Spiritual Development Council
Gail Iglesias, chair

Committee members: Evelyn Drake, Betty Hahn, Herb Kimmich, Barbara Knudson, Linda Lutes,
Jean Smith, Chris Whitlock and Dr. Maureen Paterson (pastoral advisor)
The Spiritual Development Council meets on the fourth Monday of the month at 7 pm in the
Geneva Room of the church house. This council creates and supports programs that nurture the
spiritual development of the adult members of our congregation.
Thank you to everyone in our community for your support and attendance at our council's
activities and other special events. Also thank you for sharing ideas with us for guest lectures,
special events, books, library enhancement and small groups for continued spiritual development;
please continue these efforts and consider joining us for one of our council meetings.
Our most continuous offerings for spiritual development are available through five small groups:
Sunday at Nine, Tuesday Evening Study, Early Birds, Wednesday Mornings, and Walk and Talk.
These groups provide varied short and long-term learning experiences throughout the year. This
year the council also offered four special events open to the community: “A Conversation with
Chris Fortin” in the Fall and the Spring as a prelude to the Oratorios, “Jewish Sects” to be
presented by Rabbi Deb Smith in May and a trip to the Cloisters in New York to be guided by our
parishioner Jean Sorabella in early May. The women's retreat planned for this year is to be led by
Linda Metcalfe on "Cultivating Spiritual Resiliency" and has been postponed until the Fall to
permit ease of scheduling. The bulletin board outside our church library is regularly updated to
highlight church events being planned, small group offerings and topics, as well as materials of
interest in our library.
The Council supports the church library under the guidance of our new librarians Angi Looby,
Rebecca Cresswell (children's collection), and the ad hoc library committee. In addition to
refreshing and updating our collection, they are developing a special traveling collection around
themes which may be important to our families and children and which will available this spring.
Please stop by the bulletin board in the church house for updates.
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Board of Trustees
Craig Sutherland, president

Trustee Members: Dick Bedner, Bonnie Diehl, Lee Horner, Ellen Johnson, Jay Link (Vice
President), Mike Poehner, Jeff Schaub, Ronna Storm, Janet Bentley (Church Administrator and
Treasurer), Kathy Graback (Secretary).
Our Trustee Manual opens with the following charge: "Accountability is the obligation one
assumes in accepting the call to lead the church community in one way or the other, to make
decisions, and to act in its behalf. The confidence that congregations rest in leaders assume that
they will be faithful, informed, honest, and responsible." That is our ongoing goal as we conduct
our duties as Trustees.
The Board of Trustees is responsible for the stewardship of the church's property and has fiscal
responsibilities for receiving, disbursing and managing church funds. In addition to meeting 11
times a year; Trustees serve on or liaise with Session and several other councils, committees or
boards of the church. Our church facilities include the Sanctuary, Westminster Hall, the Chapel,
the Education building, the Cemetery, the Church House, and the Allen Street and Maple Avenue
properties.
Review of the activities of the Board for the 2018-19 term include:
1. Maintenance of the church's buildings, equipment and campus.
a) Historical Preservation – as extensively reported in the 2017 annual report, Connolly &
Hickey Historical Architects were engaged to create a plan detailing how best to care for
our Historic Sanctuary over the next 50 to 100 years. The work has largely been
completed, and the final report is expected by the end of April 2019. Once delivered,
Trustees will begin to use the findings in developing both shorter and longer term
maintenance and preservation plans.
b) Front Sanctuary Window Restoration - a contract was previously approved, and the
restoration of the front Sanctuary window was completed in 2018.
c) The Church House 50th Anniversary was celebrated during All Saints weekend in
November with a special recognition and celebration with the Evans Family, the direct
descendants of the Willits who so graciously donated the building to BRPC and the
glory of God. To this day, the Willits Foundation continues to support the annual
maintenance and related costs with a generous annual gift. With the help of John Smith
and Janet Bentley, much was done to prepare the Church House for the event, work that
included necessary repairs to the building’s drainage system, and all supported by a
special 50th Anniversary gift from the Foundation. The event was planned by a
committee chaired by Jeff & Patty Haines, who brought their special gifts to make the
whole weekend so very special.
d) Sanctuary and Chapel Roof Replacement – a contract was finalized in May 2018 to
replace the Sanctuary and Chapel roofs with Vermont slate. The work was completed
during the summer months, with little disruption and a most wonderful outcome as
BRPC was subsequently blessed with a bequest from the Estate of Marion Bonnell that
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not only covered the cost of the new roof but was sufficient to establish The Bonnell
Family Endowment to help improve and support our precious buildings and grounds for
all time.

Workers lifted the slate shingles onto the chapel roof by hand, one-at-a-time.

e) Oak Trees – Old & Baby!
i. Under the continuing leadership of Bill Emmitt and Jon Klippel (aka, the Oak
Tree Boys), as to the old tree, Trustees entered into an agreement with Keith
Keiling and Dave Schneck, to manage the disposition of the extensive amount of
wood in our possession. In addition to creating and gifting beautiful benches in
the Tree House garden, they created many items that were prepared for sale for
the Christmas Holidays, and beyond. BRPC shares in all revenue generated, and
many items of memorabilia remain available at their "Forged in Wood" website at
www.forgedinwood.net.
ii. The design for the communion table has been approved, and the table is in the
process of being built. We expect to receive this in late 2019 or early 2020. The
township has requested minor modifications to the design of the conference
room table for the town hall, and work will proceed.
iii. Finally, plans to move and install the cross section of the trunk intended for
Westminster Hall are underway. Placement could be completed by the end of the
2019.
iv. The Baby Oak: Plans have been developed and approved for the monitoring, care
and support of our precious young Oak Tree!
f) Landscape & Maintenance – Under the leadership of Jay Link and advise from John
Smith, Trustees are developing plans to help maintain the grounds around our campus.
The size of our campus requires additional support beyond that given to it now by our
sextons and other providers, and Trustees are looking to support this effort accordingly.
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2. Review and approval of matters regarding the management of the church's financial assets.
a) Insurance
b) Investments
3. Monthly monitoring of revenues and expenses relative to the current year's operating budget.
a) Review of Budget
b) Stewardship Campaign
Once again, a special mention of our sincere appreciation for the entire office staff, and
particularly Janet Bentley, whose sound management and knowledge of church financials are
invaluable to the Trustees as well as to the congregation. The Trustees are indebted to our faithful
secretary, Kathy Graback, for her meticulous minutes and communications. Finally, the Trustees
recognize retiring Trustees Craig Sutherland, Ronna Storm and Ellen Johnson for their service
and valuable counsel.

The "baby" oak is really more of a teenager.
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Welcoming Team
Peter Ward and John Mauro, co-chairs

Members: Diane Kahn, Marilou Howe, Carol Skidmore, Gary Ingram, Ellen Greenhorn, Marj
Rich, Linda Lutes, Karen Skoglund, Peter Ward (co-chair), John Mauro (co-chair.), Maureen
Paterson
While the folks named above are the "official’ members of our Welcome Team, the truth is that
every regular church worshipper is a member of the team. It is heartwarming to hear prospective
new church members share their experiences of worshiping at BRPC during the Exploring
Membership classes and to note how many of them talk about the warm welcome they receive
when they attend for the first few times. Whether it is a friendly greeting in worship or someone
showing them how to find Westminster Hall for fellowship time, we are all called to make our
visitors feel welcome and we thank you for the ways in which you all do that week after week.
We have been blessed with many new individuals and families joining our church in the past year
and we are thankful for the ways in which they are being integrated into the life of our church.
A special thank you is extended to Diane Kahn, Ellen Greenhorn, and Linda Lutes for serving as
our New Visitor Greeters. They intentionally are on the lookout each week for new faces and try
to extend a special welcome as well as offer information about our church activities. Each new
visitor is also given a follow up phone call or email each week and we are grateful for the folks
who make that happen.
Many on the Welcome Team and others help to make the Exploring Membership classes a fun
and informative experience. From the delicious lunch to the fellowship and the sharing about our
church we are blessed by so many who make this a part of their ministry.
In a few weeks time we will once again represent BRPC at Charter Day which is a wonderful way
to share the many ministries of the church with the wider community. We are thankful for the
many church members who come out on that day to be a presence for us.
Our website continues to be a great source of information not only for church members but is
often the first point of contact for people searching for a new church. We are grateful for Gary
Ingram’s creative and technical expertise in this area and we truly have a website of which we can
be proud.
Lastly, a special thank you to Wayman Williams for his willingness to take a photograph of all our
new members, confirmation students, and many other special occasions within the life of the
church. These lasting memories are so precious.
Again, thank you to everyone who extends a warm welcome and greeting to newcomers - you
truly are the hands and feet of Christ and extend his love and grace to all who come through our
doors.
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Worship and Music Council
David Lange, chair

Members: Reverend Dennis Jones, Music Director Chris Fortin, Sue Brewer, Dawn Domans, Jeff
Haines, Beth Donley, Betsy Fryling, Rob Brown, Charles King,
A summary of issues and problems discussed and actions taken in chronological order is as
follows.
In January of 2018 statistics on church attendance were reviewed for the years 2015 through 2017.
Attendance at the three services was found to be stable for this time period. The three services
provided alternative worship times and styles of worship. It was agreed that personal invitation to
recruit new members was to be encouraged. Personal impact statements and different approaches
to the worship experience have been successful. The recruitment of new unchurched members to
the Oak Table Service has been largely unsuccessful. Rather, the OTS has been a successful
alternative service for the congregation. Piano placement in the Sanctuary and Chapel was to be
explored. The short amount of time between the Sunday services has been a problem for our
music director. Moving the time of the 10:15 service to 10:30 in order to allow more practice time
was entertained. Gluten free loaves in the January communion services worked well. Chris
discussed plans for the Will Todd choral workshop for September. The need for hand bell repair
was discussed. The Lenten Oratorio is scheduled for March 14th. Three Lenten music and
meditation services are to be held at noon on March 7, 14 and 21.
In April, it was decided to have the final hymn of the 9am Chapel service sung a cappella in order
to give Chris more time to prepare for the 10:15 Sanctuary service. It was decided to move the
Steinway grand piano from the choir rehearsal room to the Sanctuary which necessitates the
removal of a modesty panel and two pews. The piano in the Chapel is to be turned around to face
the congregation, also requiring the removal of a pew and the repositioning of a modesty panel.
The Lenten theme of "Forgiveness" was very powerful and well integrated into all aspects of
worship, including sermons, music, the Lenten music and meditation services. Motions to Session
were to move the pianos, pews and modesty panels as described.
In May the plans to move the pianos were approved by Session. Chris reviewed his plans for
upcoming music events including guest performers at the Sanctuary service and music for the
June 10th picnic. Plans for the Will Todd choral workshop were discussed. Chris also explained his
plans for the December Oratorio, "Wenceslas" and for the Spring Oratorio which will feature a
chamber orchestra.
In June, we discussed the Summer worship schedule with one service on Sunday at 9:30 am and
the OTS at 5pm on Saturday evening. A hymn sing would happen at the start of each Sunday
service. Dennis was to officiate at four weddings from June 24th to July 14th as well as several
memorial services. The Reverend Patrick Jackson, the son of Rev. Cal Jackson was the guest
preacher on June 30th and July 1st. Chris requested that a line item be established for hand bell
maintenance.
In July it was bought up that Westminster Hall was uncomfortably hot and humid during the
recent service preached by Rev Patrick Jackson. In the future the service will be moved to the
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Sanctuary if this should occur. Chris reviewed plans for the upcoming choral workshop featuring
Will Todd.
In September the 2018 budgets for the Worship and Music Council and for Music and Special
Music were reviewed and discussed. A line item in the budget for hand bell maintenance was
approved. No other changes to the budget were made. The conflict of the Christmas party and
the OTS both to be held in Westminster Hall was resolved by holding the Saturday evening
service in the Sanctuary. It was hoped that next year’s party will be held off site.
At October’s meeting Chris reviewed the success of the Will Todd choral workshop. The
Reverend Todd Jones will be the Guest preacher on Oct. 20 and 21. He was ordained as Associate
Pastor for Youth Ministry in BRPC in 1980. His sermon was on stewardship. The church house
was rededicated on Nov. 4, its 50th anniversary of its completion, thanks to the generosity of the
Willits family. Dennis and Chris led a preliminary discussion on the present service schedule and
format. The attendance statistics will be reviewed at the next meeting.
In November, the problem of insufficient time for rehearsal between the two Sunday services was
raised by Chris. The upcoming Christmas Oratorio was discussed. Geoff and Julie Dobson have
generously donated their 1902 Schomaker baby grand piano. It has been placed in the choir room
and will be restored. The Yamaha upright has been moved to the church house where the youth
group meets. Sue reported that the silver communion service was in need of polishing. The
council liked the paintings loaned to the church two years ago for Easter decoration and asked if
they might be available this spring. David will ask their owner and volunteered two more for the
Chapel. Dawn reported on her work to repair and replace the welcome pads in the pews. The
motion for Session to have only one service on Dec. 23 at 10:15 was approved.
January’s meeting began with Dennis extending an invitation to the members of the council to
meet with him individually so that the proposed plans for changes to the worship schedule that he
had emailed could be discussed more clearly. Dawn has completed the restoration of the welcome
pads. A motion for Session to change the communion schedule from June the 2nd to June the 9th
was made to have the communion be on the day of confirmation. With both pastors present, the
various plans to improve the worship schedule to provide more time for practice for the various
choirs, to alleviate the thinning out of the numbers at the three services and to provide pastoral
leadership at the services was discussed.
At the February meeting Chris proposed that the Brass Roots Trio be schooled to perform in the
Sanctuary. Sue reported that the Lenten Lunches were being advertised in the Bernardsville News
at no charge. The main topic of the changes to the worship schedule took place with Maureen
Paterson present. Everyone voiced their thoughts. It was agreed that we have one traditional
service, perhaps with fresh elements, and one informal, nontraditional service, that incorporates
the best elements of the Oak Table Service. The short time for music and choir preparation
between the two Sunday services was discussed. The decision on the best time for the two
services was to be made at the next meeting.
For ease of access, March’s meeting took place in the music room. Sue Brewer informed us that
our current baker could no longer supply us with gluten free communion bread. Smaller gluten
free rolls will be tried. Chris will attend to the applications for the Nancy Knobloch music
scholarships. The main topic which was the proposed change to the worship schedule was
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finalized with the full support of Dennis who recommended that the Saturday 5pm informal
service be reinvigorated and that a single traditional Sunday service be held at 10: 00 am. Dennis
reviewed the proposed changes agreed to thus far. The first was to move to two services, in order
to alleviate the current situation where resources of personnel are stretched too thin. The second
was to have one service be traditional, perhaps with fresh elements and one service be informal
and less traditional. Giving enough time for the music ministry to prepare for the services was to
be intrinsic to the proposed changes. Dennis stated that for the peace, unity and health of the
church, he proposed the adoption of two motions to Session:
Motion #1 The summer schedule begin on the weekend of June the15th and 16th. There
will be a Saturday evening service in Westminster Hall at 5:00 pm. The Sunday service in
the Sanctuary will be at 9:30 am. There will be no Sunday 9:00 am service in the Chapel.
Motion #2 Beginning on the weekend of September 21 and 22, we will move from three
to two worship services for the regular schedule. One, traditional, is to be held at 10:00
am on Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary and the other, a nontraditional, informal
service, will be held at 5:00 pm on Saturday evenings in Westminster Hall.
Chris stated that he will continue to develop music teams for the Saturday service.
Experimentation with different forms of worship services was envisioned for the Saturday
service. A relaunch and a renaming promotion and explanation to the congregation were
proposed.

Dennis baptizing Charley Felter
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Youth and Young Adult Ministry Committee
Michelle Ortega and Herb Ryder III, co-chairs

Council members: Tina Bramel, Emily Jones, Mark Konicek, Brigid McGuire, Anne Pinto, Rob
Quincy, Karen Twill.
The Youth and Young Adult Committee joyfully reports on another year of faith-filled
collaboration with our Director of Youth and Young Adult and their Families Ministry, Cathi
Reckenbeil. As our programs flourish, so has the relationship between the Committee and our
Director, navigating the balance of continuity and growth as we believe we are led.
We are grateful for the longtime service of Theresa Creedon, who completed her time with the
committee in June 2018. During her time with the YYAC, Theresa was a key player in the
reimagining and redefinition of the YYA Ministry that ultimately led to the program we have
today. Theresa devoted countless hours and effectively led lengthy conversations within the
committee as well as with Dennis Jones and Karen Johnson, and we surely were blessed with her
leadership and "connecting" skills throughout the process.
We are also thankful for the longtime service of Sally Speakman, who stepped away from the
YYAC in September 2018, and for Joy Schmitt, whose contribution during our transition year was
much appreciated.
Michelle Ortega and Herb Ryder III served as co-chairs this year, and acknowledge the tireless
efforts of our continuing members Tina Bramel, Anne Pinto, Karen Twill, Rob Quincy, Mark
Konicek, and Emily Jones. Our Student Elder, Brigid McGuire, regularly attended Session and
YYAC meetings, contributing the important student perspective during program discussions.
In June 2018, under Tina’s leadership, we were excited to award scholarships to five area college
students and one seminarian, totaling $15,000. Our Young Adult Scholarship program continues
this year with Tina Bramel’s and Michelle Ortega’s leadership, and we look forward to blessing
more students as we gather applications this spring.
We have had ongoing conversations throughout the year to ensure the safety of our students in all
activities. To that end, the YYAC supported Cathi in the decision to add in a second bus driver for
the trip up to and returning from WorkCamp. While no specific incident occurred, the YYAC and
Cathi decided to incur the expense of the second driver to avoid "road fatigue" for a longer ride
due to traffic and weather.
Souper Sunday was once again well-supported this year, raising $2,855.31 and involving volunteers
too numerous to count. Edward Twill gave a heartfelt testimony about his WorkCamp experience
at the Oak Table Service on Saturday evening, and Amber Vigeant spoke to the congregation
during a "Moment for Mission" at both Sunday services. We are so thankful for those who
prepared soups and desserts, who set-up and manned the kitchen, and of course for all those who
purchased soup and shared in our festivities both after the Oak Table Service and all of Sunday
morning.
The YYAC is excited to host congregant Kate Balboni one evening this May, who will offer a
college prep workshop to BRPC parents and their invited guests. We hope to foster a sense of
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intimacy in the group that may not be experienced in wider community events, and have discussed
the possibility of future student-oriented events with Kate as well.
We welcome anyone who wants to be a part of this dynamic committee! Please reach out if you
would like to speak to anyone of us about joining!
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Church Officer Nominating Committee
Don Grossmann, chair

Members elected by the Congregation: Sue Brewer, Peggy Eicher, Jim Felter, Herb Kimmich, Jean
Wadsworth
Appointments: Dotty Dameo , deacons; Ellen Johnson, trustees; and Don Grossmann, session
Church Officer (Elders, Deacons and Trustees) are elected by the Congregation at the annual
meeting. Also elected are members serving on the Nominating Committee and the Financial
Review Committee. A slate of nominees is presented by the Church Officer Nominating
Committee, having been selected in accordance with the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church
Guidelines for Nominating Church Officers:
BRPC Guidelines for Nominating Church Officers
In connection with its responsibility to nominate individual active members for
election to church officer positions, the Nominating Committee shall use the
following general guidelines in its deliberations:
1. Consistent with the words of the Book of Order, candidates for officer positions
"should be persons of faith/spiritual character, dedication, exemplary lives,
honest repute, and sound judgment." In addition, candidates for deacon should
reflect "brotherly/sisterly love and warm sympathies."
2. Equal representation of the congregation should be generally reflected in the
composition of the various boards. This notably includes age, gender, racial and
ethnic backgrounds, disability status, length of membership at BRPC, focus of
participation at BRPC, occupational skills and interests, and marital and family
status. Note that, except where the congregation has voted otherwise, the Book of
Order indicates that officers should be 25 years of age or older.
3. Terms of service
a. No officer shall be elected for a term of more than three years at any one
time.
b. No officer shall serve consecutive terms, either full or partial, for more than
six years.
c. After serving a total of six years, no officer shall be nominated for reelection
to the same board for a period of one year.
4. Whenever possible at least one half and preferably more of the nominees for
each board should be persons who have not previously served on that board at
BRPC.
5. In considering candidates for any of the officer boards, evidence of voluntary
service to the church (BRPC or former churches) and regular attendance at
worship are desirable and financial support of BRPC is essential (unless there
are special circumstances).
6. Requests for persons having special skills and/or experience by any Church
leader shall be considered. As an example, the chair of the Nominating
Committee may request that at least one member of the nominating committee
should be familiar with the youth of our church and potential youth nominees.
7. For deacons, geographic spread within the communities served is desirable.
Deacons serving a particular cluster should reside in that cluster if at all possible.
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Slate Of Nominations
For the annual meeting on May 5, 2019, the Church Officer Nominating Committee, with joy and
thanksgiving, submits the following slate of officer nominations for the Congregation’s approval:
Session (class of 2022)
Peggy Eicher

Lindsay Healy

Michelle Ortega

David Pasnik

Gregor Rankine (youth 1
year term)

Debbie Schaub

Deacons (class of 2022)
Hanna Celentano (youth, 1
year term)

Mary Ann Dickison

Susan Felter

Sue Frantz

Luke Govan (youth, 1 year
term)

Charlotte McGuire

Bev Prochazka

Jean Sorabella

Joelle Strona

Liz Sutherland

Trustees (class of 2022)
Butch Cooper

Rudy Hyzer

Bruce McArthur

Nominating Committee (1 year term)
Patty Haines

Ed Landis

Pam Meyers

Jean Wadsworth

Liz Messineo

Financial Review Committee (class of 2022)
Don Grossmann
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Officers Completing Terms
We offer thanks for these members who have served God and our Congregation with outstanding
dedication:
Elders

Deacons

Trustees

Allison Fahey

Dorothy Dameo

Ellen Johnson

Don Grossmann

Jean Dorr

Ronna Storm

Gail Iglesias

Sue Frantz

Craig Sutherland

Brigid McGuire (Youth)

Isak Hilde (Youth)

Michelle Ortega

Nancy Kuhn

Carol Skidmore

Sawyer Melick (Youth)

Maggie Wald

Bob & Leslie Mensak
Wendy Potter
Jean Smith
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Biographies of Nominated Officers
Deacons
Mary Ann Tobey Dickison

Mary Ann has been a Basking Ridge resident for approximately seven years. She grew up in
Bayonne. She is married to her husband John for 19 years. They have three sons (Francis, Jimmy
and Robert), and a daughter (Arissa) and two daughters-in-law (Silvia and Christina). She is
blessed with four grandchildren (Cara, Ryan, Emma and Trey).
Mary Ann has served on the block party committee and as a greeter. She became a member of
BRPC almost two years ago. During her free time she enjoys traveling, gardening, and spending
time with family and friends.
Susan Felter

Susan (nee Stine), grew up in Millington, and has been a lifelong member at BRPC. "Gosh, we
gathered more than our fair share of acorns under the oak tree after children's choir with Nancy
Knobloch!!" I can also remember Dad being very unhappy as we baby-boomers banged on the
metal columns beneath the sanctuary in Sunday School during the service...hmmm. After college
and working overseas and in Philadelphia, she married Jim Felter from Basking Ridge. (They were
actually introduced when at Dartmouth by a church-school classmate). Susan started playing bells
in 1984 and has previously served as a Trustee and on the Stewardship, Worship & Music,
Cemetery Heritage, and the 300th Anniversary Committees. As a local realtor with Coldwell
Banker for the past 35 years, Susan has enjoyed helping people with their housing needs. She is
also a passionate cook and world traveler. Susan and Jim have 3 children: Chad (34), Josh (31), and
Kate (28). My grandson, Charlie, was baptized here this past November.
Susan (Sue) Frantz

I am the younger of two children born to my family of origin. I was born and christened in
Buffalo, NY, the city in which my mother was raised. After living in Queens, Philadelphia and
Newtown CT, I moved to Spring Ridge with my son, who attended Ridge HS. Both he and my
daughter graduated from college and later graduate school. They are both married. My son lives
with his wife in Chicago and my daughter with her husband and children in North Carolina. I
worked in public schools and retired about 5 ½ years ago. I continue to work a few hours a week
as a psychotherapist. I have lived in my home in Spring Ridge for more than 20 years. After
retirement I returned to community activities and friends and looked for a church home. A friend
introduced me to BRPC. I joined about 7 years ago. This is my second term as a deacon.
Some fondest memories are of the summers at my grandmother’s house on Lake Erie, my
children and being a mother, and my work as a social worker with various populations. I have
enjoyed being a deacon and look forward to serving a second term.
Charlotte McGuire

Charlotte McGuire has been a member for about 12 years. She likes to garden and read and
previously worked as a geriatric social worker. She and her husband have two children, Brigid, age
17, and Dermot, age 14. She previously served as Deacon at Central Presbyterian Church in
Montclair.
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Beverly Prochazka

Beverly is a life-long resident of Basking Ridge and has been a church member since 1958. She
has two adult sons, David and Stephen Jayne. She has taught Sunday School—at one point coteaching with Kay Felmeth, wife of then-pastor Bill Felmeth. Previous experience at BRPC
includes helping with VBS, singing in the choir, and two terms as deacon. Interests include RV
camping, gardening, playing bridge, attending symphony concerts, and gathering with friends for
Christian fellowship, food and fun.
Jean Sorabella

Jean and her husband, Edward Rachofsky, became members of the Presbyterian Church in
Basking Ridge in 2011. They have three children, Benjamin, Arthur, and Melissa, ages 8, 9, and 12.
Jean has served on the Invitation and Membership Committee and was one of the trio that
organized the exhibition of art and antiques for the congregation's 300th anniversary. She sings
with the Oratorio Choir and grew up in the children's choirs of West Side Presbyterian Church in
Ridgewood.
Jean is a sustaining member of the Junior League of Morristown and an independent scholar in
art history. She lectures at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and teaches at Columbia this summer.
She spends her time writing, hiking, gardening, playing the piano, and volunteering at her
children's schools.
Joelle Strona

Joelle has been a member of BRPC since 2001. She and her husband Mark have three children,
Christopher (18), Elizabeth (18), and Matthew (15). Previously, she has served as a Sunday School
and VBS teacher, Little Spirit volunteer, and Confirmation Class Coordinator. Joelle currently
serves on the Fellowship Council and coordinates our Homeless Solutions volunteers. Joelle
works for Long Hill Township Schools as a Teaching Assistant. In her spare time, she enjoys
reading, going to the Y, and doing crossword puzzles.
Liz Sutherland

Liz grew up in Far Hills, and became a member of BRPC when she and her husband moved to
Basking Ridge 27 years ago. They have four grown children, Meaghan, Will, Drew and Elle. Liz
works at St. John’s Nursery School as an assistant teacher in the 3 year old class. Liz enjoys
reading, skiing and walking her labs, Maggie and Hank, but most of all spending time with her
children whenever possible.

Elders
Peggy Eicher

Peggy Eicher became a member of BRPC in 2004 with her husband Tom, and daughters Ingrid
and Haley, when they moved here from the Philadelphia area. The Church provided the girls with
a welcoming entrée into the community, for which Peggy was very appreciative. For that reason,
she has tried to help provide the same for the youth of the Church by teaching Sunday school and
serving on the Youth and Young Adult Committee, serving for 5 years as head of the committee.
Peggy has also enjoyed singing with the Oratorio choir, serving on the Fellowship Committee, and
the Nominating Committee. She is currently enjoying learning with the Tuesday evening small
group. During the week she is the Medical Director for the Center for Pediatric Feeding &
Swallowing at St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital in Paterson.
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Lindsay Healy

Lindsay has lived in Bernardsville since 2013 and became a member of Basking Ridge
Presbyterian Church in 2015. Lindsay and her husband, Dan, have three daughters, Grace 6.5,
Claire 5, and Brynn 1.5. Lindsay currently serves as a member of the Children and Family
Ministry Committee and assists in teaching Sunday School. She worked at Matheny Medical and
Educational Center as a Recreation Therapist before leaving in 2018 to stay at home with her
family. Lindsay enjoys watching and playing sports, spending time outside with her family, and
vacationing at her parent’s home in Bethany Beach, Delaware.
David Pasnik

David grew up in Basking Ridge and has been active in our congregation since he was born.
Though he lived outside of NJ for 25 years, David is happy to be back and to be a member of
BRPC again. He and his wife, Kimberly, have two children, Michael (13) and Andrew (11). He is a
veterinarian for the United States Department of Agriculture and enjoys soccer, hiking, learning
the ukulele, and spending time with his family.
Michelle Ortega

Michelle Ortega grew up in Meyersville and currently lives in Basking Ridge. Her daughter, Tori,
will finish her MA in May, and they look forward to celebratory travels in the fall. Michelle joined
our congregation in 2016 and has served as an elder for the past term, co-chairing the Youth and
Young Adult Committee. This will be her second term as elder, and Michelle looks forward to
continuing her leadership role at BRPC. Michelle has also written and led prayers at OTS. She is
the owner of Communicare Ltd., Inc. where she provides holistic speech pathology services for
children and adults. Michelle also makes time for art and music in her full life: visiting museums,
shooting digital photography, attending concerts. Her greatest passion is poetry, writing, and
attending local readings.
Gregor Rankine

Gregor Rankine was born in North Carolina and moved to New Jersey when he was 3 years old.
He has been actively involved in the life of Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church since 2007, when
his mother was called to the church. He has been involved with the children’s choirs, youth choir
and occasionally Sanctuary choir. He also plays handbells with the youth ensemble and
periodically substitutes in the Knox bell choir. He also provides musical leadership for the Oak
Table service on a regular basis and often helps to teach Sunday School. He attends New
Providence High School and works at Smoothie King in Summit. He also enjoys working once a
week with Mr. J. Wayman Williams, a longtime church member. When he is not at school, church
or work he enjoys singing with the New Jersey Youth Chorus. Gregor lives in New Providence
with his parents; siblings, (Angus, Callum, and Isla), his two hens, and his rabbit.
Debbie Schaub

Debbie joined our church in 2002 and is a long-term member of the Fellowship Council. She has
previously served as a Deacon and as an Elder and is a member of the Alpha Bell Choir. For the
past several years, she has coordinated the contributions for the flowers that are displayed during
our worship services. Debbie and her husband Jeff have two adult children, Emily, who lives in
Washington, DC and Rachel, who recently moved to Palm Desert, CA. She is an IT director for
the National Exchange Carrier Association in Whippany and enjoys hiking, biking, sailing and
traveling anywhere.
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Financial Review Committee
Don Grossmann

Don Grossmann has been a member of the BRPC since 1990 and has served as an Elder, Tree
House board member, Sunday School Teacher, usher, and on several committees. He resides in
Basking Ridge with his wife Melissa. Daughter Julia is a K-8 music teacher in Arizona. Don
performs on bass clarinet with the Raritan Valley Symphonic Band, where he is currently
President, and the Rouge et Noir clarinet choir. He is also treasurer for the Watnong Chapter of
the North American Rock Garden Society. Don retired from MetLife in 2017 and loves the extra
time available for skiing, hiking, music, gardening, watching sports on TV, and travel.

Nominating Committee
Patty Haines

Patty has been a member of BRPC since 1985. Over the years, she has served on the education
council running VBS for a couple of years. She as served as an Elder and a Deacon and on a
couple of search committees. Most recently the search culminated in the hiring of Stacie Curry to
the ministry of our children & their families. Currently, Patty serves on the Personnel Council.
Patty lives in Bernardsville with her husband, Jeff. They raised three daughters in our church.
Ashley was married at BRPC 15 years ago and Rev. Dennis Jones will be marrying their middle
daughter, Allison, this summer. Patty is a yoga instructor and enjoys playing golf.
Ed Landis

Ed has been a member of the church since 1964 and has served as an elder, trustee, member of
an associate pastor nominating committee, member of the nominating committee, and as a
member of several other committees, councils and task forces. Ed has been in the private practice
of law in the Newark firm of Meyner and Landis since 1962. A Bernardsville resident since 1969,
he served for many years as president of the Library. He has three daughters and six
grandchildren, ages 12 to 29, all of whom were baptized in the church.
Elizabeth Messineo

Liz grew up in Basking Ridge and is the 7th generation of her family in the church. She has been a
Sunday School teacher, Elder, Deacon, and Senior High advisor. Currently, she sings in the choir
and is on staff as an Assistant Treasurer. She lives in New Providence with her daughter, Joanna (a
sophomore at Susquehanna University), and husband, Chris, with whom she runs a film school.
Although this takes up most of her free time, she can, occasionally, be found on her deck with a
cup of tea and a book.
Pam Meyers

She joined BRPC in 1982, and has been singing in both adult choirs since then. She has been
ringing in both adult bell choirs for 7 years. She has served on Session, the Board of Deacons and
the Nominating Committee. Last count, there are 4 grown Meyers children and 2 young
grandsons. Her interests include seeing concerts and plays and traveling.
Jean Wadsworth

Jean and her late husband, Don, joined BRPC on Ash Wednesday in 1984. Since then she has
served on the former Evangelism and Membership Committee and is a long time member of the
Fellowship Council, chairing the Summer Lemonade program for several years as well as
numerous Oratorio receptions. Jean has served twice as an Elder and currently is chair of the
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Gifts and Memorials Committee. She co-edited the 2012 and 2017 BRPC pictorial directories and
was a member of the 2014-15 Nominating Committee.
In the community Jean is a member and past president of The Friends of Matheny, a fund raising
group for the Matheny Medical and Educational Center in Peapack. She has held offices at the
local and state level of the AAUW and in P.E.O., where she is a member of Chapter AP, Basking
Ridge which works to help women achieve their educational goals.
Jean has two children, Betsy and David, both alums of the Maine Workcamp experience. She also
has two grandchildren, Christian and Gisele.

Trustees
Butch Cooper

Butch was born in Charlotte, NC and raised in Atlanta, GA. He lives in Basking Ridge with his
wife, Barbara, and their Bernese Mountain Dog, Bruno. They have one son, Blucher, who has
graduated from the University of Pittsburgh and lives in Pittsburgh. Butch has been active in our
congregation since he joined the Sanctuary and Oratorio Choirs in September 1998. He was on
the Tree House Board for several years, starting in 1999. He finally got around to becoming an
actual Church member in 2000. He has served as a Trustee before. He received a B.S. in
Mathematical Sciences from the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill. Butch is a big sports
fan, particularly of his "hometown" Atlanta professional teams, as well as his UNC Tar Heels.
Butch retired from Prudential Financial in December 2013, after 33-plus years in a variety of
positions.
Rudy Hyzer

Rudy has been a member of the church since 2008 but began attending in 2000. He served as
Trustee President in 2014–15 and was a member of session 2015-16. He is the current Chair of
the Cemetery Heritage Committee, served on the Stewardship Committee in 2014, ushers at the
Chapel service and assists with IHN. Rudy is the troop liaison and leader of Boy Scout Troop 351.
He volunteers with the Somerset VNA rummage sale in Far Hills. He resides in Bernardsville with
his bride Barbara and has a son Roy Garrett, currently living in Boston. Rudy is retired from
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc. where he served in the finance area as Budget Director for
Marsh Inc. and Treasurer of Guy Carpenter & Company LLC. He is involved in cycling, hiking,
gardening and woodworking.
Bruce McArthur

Bruce grew up in Basking Ridge and has been a part of our congregation since being baptized by
Dr. Felmeth as an infant. He and his wife Linda have an adult daughter Lauren, who lives in New
York City. Bruce has previously served on the Cemetery Heritage Committee. Bruce serves as a
Trustee on the Board of the Friends of the Boudinot-Southard-Ross Farm, a local non-profit.
Bruce recently retired after a long career at Bernards Township where he served as the Township
Administrator. Bruce enjoys golfing, live music, reading, and local history.
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Officers of the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church for 2018-19
The Session
2021

2020

2019

Dan Bliss

Jon Klippel

Allison Fahey

John Mauro

David Lange

Don Grossmann

Chuck Miller

Andy Nowack

Gail Iglesias

Joy Schmitt

Marty vandenHerik

Brigid McGuire (y)

John Weagley

Peter Ward

Michelle Ortega
Carol Skidmore
Maggie Wald

The Deacons
2021

2020

2019

Ruth Bashe

Dan & Rocio Campbell

Dorothy Dameo

Pam Blackstone

Dave & Laura Govan

Jean Dorr

Jan Hedden

Nancy Mallett

Sue Frantz

Virginia & Charles King

Linda Metcalfe

Isak Hilde (y)

Courtney Rijksen

Betty Mills

Nancy Kuhn

Willem Rijksen

Mike & Maggie Skow

Sawyer Melick (y)

Karen Skoglund

Jenny Speal

Bob & Leslie Mensak

Donna Van Blarcum

Wendy Potter
Jean Smith

The Trustees
2021

2020

2019

Dick Bedner

Bonnie Diehl

Ellen Johnson

Lee Horner

Jay Link

Ronna Storm

Jeff Schaub

Mike Poehner

Craig Sutherland

