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Lord, open unto me 

Open unto me—light for my darkness. 

Open unto me—courage for my fear. 

Open unto me—hope for my despair. 

Open unto me—peace for my turmoil. 

Open unto me—joy for my sorrow. 

Open unto me—strength for my weakness. 

Open unto me—wisdom for my confusion. 

Open unto me—forgiveness for my sins. 

Open unto me—love for my hates. 

Open unto me—Thy Self for my self. 

Lord, Lord, open unto me!  Amen. 

~Howard Thurman (1900-1981) 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 

Nursery Care 
Our warm and loving Nursery is staffed for our Sunday morning worship service with two 
child care providers caring for children through age 2. Parents may leave their children while 
they attend worship in the Sanctuary.  The worship service will be live streamed into the 
Nursery for parents who wish to stay with their children and watch the service. Please speak 
with our Director of Ministry to Children and their Families, Stacy Currie, if you have any 
questions or to find out more about our ministry to children. 

 

Summer Sunday School will run through August 11 for children ages 3 yrs. through rising 
2nd graders.    Please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org with questions. 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 August 10, 2019                                                      oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   

  PRELUDE      

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS      Lord I Lift Your Name on High                                    

                                                                  Be the Center 

  OPENING PRAYER                

  SCRIPTURE                                           John 1: 40-42, 6: 8-9                                                                                
  

  MESSAGE                                          Rev. Tom Kort   

  OFFERING              

   SPECIAL MUSIC                     Jesus Messiah                         by Chris Tomlin 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 *CLOSING SONG                                  Be Thou My Vision                  HYMN 450  

 BENEDICTION       

  POSTLUDE    

                
                            

Special thanks to our Lemonade Server after this service, Edith Bryan. 



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
                   August 11, 2019                             ninth sunday after pentecost 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

       
       PRELUDE                                                      Be the Center arr. Chris Fortin 

            Organ and Handbells  

       WORDS OF WELCOME        Dr. Maureen Paterson 

       CALL TO WORSHIP   
  Leader:    Bless the Lord, O my soul,                Psalm 103: 1-4 

       and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.                            
 People:    Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
       and forget not all the benefits of the Lord,        
 Leader:     who forgives all your sins 
       and heals all your infirmities;                          
 People:    who redeems your life from the grave  
      and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;                   
                          

     *HYMN SING                                                                                     Favorites of the Congregation                                

       PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)           
 Eternal God, our judge and redeemer,  
 we confess that we have tried to hide from you,  
 for we have done wrong. 
 We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you.  
 We have turned from our neighbors, 
 and refused to bear the burden of others. 
 We have ignored the pain of the world, 
 and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
 In your great mercy, forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, 
 that we may choose your will and obey your commandments;  
 through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

       SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

       ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

     *RESPONSE OF PRAISE                  All Praise and Glory                        by Chris Fortin         

             

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

 .    
  

                          
 *THE PEACE                         
          Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                       The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        People:   and also with you. 

        Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.              

  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                 Stacy Currie 

                                         O Come, with Body and Mind                            by Helen Kemp     

                                                    O, Come, with body and mind.    

   O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
                                  Come, let’s sing and rejoice. 

  COMMISSIONING OF VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LEADERS 
                                                (Nursery care is available for children ages 2 years and younger.  
                      Children ages 3 through rising 2nd graders are invited to go to Summer Sunday School.)    

*HYMN                                                  Be Thou My Vision                                        HYMN 450 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

  SCRIPTURE LESSON                        John 1: 40-42, 6: 8-9                                                 p.92 NT 

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.    

     People:  Thanks be to God.  

  SERMON                            Fiddlers of the Faith                                 Rev. Tom Kort 

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                               

  OFFERTORY                       Precious Lord, Take My Hand                  by Thomas A. Dorsey  

            Daniel Celentano, solo                                                     

    *DOXOLOGY             Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                HYMN 606 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

     *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

       PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

       THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                                            HYMNAL p. 35 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.                        

 *CLOSING HYMN                                 Lift High the Cross                                       HYMN 826                                     

 *BENEDICTION      

   POSTLUDE                          Now Thank We All Our God                        arr. Franklin Ashdown 
                                                                                                                                
 
  
 
 



 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ In loving memory of Jean A. Horton for her birthday on August 8th, from her loving family. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are 
two pier openings on August 25, September 8 and 29. If you would like  
to donate an arrangement, please contact our new flower coordinator,  
Ellen Johnson, at  908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 
 
The Flowers in the Narthex are from the wedding of Robert Tallaksen and Mary Ellen 
Cahill who were married here in our Chapel yesterday. 

flowers 

Church Family 

 

Our Greeters this morning are Katie and Sarah Paliotti.  

Join us for Lemonade in the Shade of the church house courtyard following the  
service, hosted by Jan Hedden. 

Thanks for your Generosity! 
The E’Port Summer Reading Challenge to help the Elizabethport Presbyterian Center  
expand its library with age and culturally appropriate books was a great success. BRPC  
donated over one hundred new books! Thanks to all who donated money or books and spe-
cial thanks to the Tuesday night small group for organizing the effort and identifying the 
books to be purchased. Elizabethport Presbyterian Center thanks you for your support of the 
children and youth of E’Port, who are already enjoying their new books.  

 

An Update on the Pastor  
Dennis had his cochlear implant surgery on August 1 in NYC and all went well.  He is at 
home resting and healing, grateful to be surrounded by the congregation’s love and prayers.  
He asks for your continued prayers for him and his family, and will continue to be in prayer 
for all of you. Dennis looks forward to seeing you all and returning to work and ministry on 
September 4. 

Vacation Bible School—August 12-16  
We will have our Vacation Bible School, ROAR, from August 12 - 16, from 9 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. for children ages 3-10 years.  We look forward to a roaring 
good time! 
 

Children and Family Ministries 



 

 Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Welcome Reverend Tom Kort to BRPC  
This weekend and on August 24-25, we warmly welcome the Rev. Dr. J. 
Thomas Kort as our guest preacher at both of our worship services. Tom 
serves as the Vice President for Advancement at Princeton Theological 
Seminary — a position once held by BRPC’s 15th pastor, Dr. William  
Felmeth.  Previously Tom served in the parish ministry for over 40 years, 
most recently for 27 years as senior pastor of the 2300 member Sardis 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, NC.  Dennis served as an associate pas-
tor with Tom as his first call out of seminary, and continues to count him a 
valued mentor and friend. Tom is a gifted pastor, preacher, and teacher, 
and a passionate cheerleader for the transformative impact a vital congregation can have on 
the lives that it touches, and on the world far beyond it’s doors.  

 

High School (Rising 9 - 12 gr) Dinner/Pool Party - Sunday, August 25 from 2-7 p.m. at 
Cathi Reckenbeil's home (408 W. County Dr., Branchburg). Rain Date is Monday,  
August 26 from 5 - 9 p.m. at Cathi's home. 
 

Middle School (Rising 6 - 8 gr) Dinner/Pool Party - Tuesday, August 27 from 5-7 p.m. 
at Dick and Betsy Fryling's home. Rain Date is Wed., August 28 (same time & place). 

Guest Preacher 

Homeless Solutions—We Need New Volunteers! 
Please consider joining many of our faithful members who have volunteered their time to 
shop and cook dinner for the Homeless Solutions Shelter in Morris Plains.  There are two 
more 2019 opportunities to help serve our local friends in need.  This is a great opportunity to 
get your family and young children involved in caring for others.  Friends and individuals can 
get together and form a cooking team.  It is fun and easy.  We need  volunteers to (1) Grocery 
shop and (2)  Cook and serve the meals.  For grocery shopping, the list is provided and you 
are reimbursed for the purchases.   Shopping is done Saturday morning and delivered to the 
shelter.  For cooking, you arrive at 4:00 pm to begin cooking, and the recipes are provid-
ed.  Dinner is served at 6:00-7:00 pm and clean up is done by shelter residents.  We will walk 
you through every step with detailed shopping lists and cooking instructions.  
  
Our remaining 2019 dates are:  
Saturday September 7:  Cooking Only (cold sandwich platter provided, so a bit easier) 
and Saturday November 30:  Shopping and/or Cooking   

Opportunities to Give and Serve 



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................. ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ....................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  ......................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ........................................ ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ........................................ ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  

Vacation Bible School—August 12-16 
SUNDAY—AUGUST 11 

Worship, 9:30 am .............................  Sanctuary 
Summer Sunday School, 9:30 am ....  Education Bldg. 
Lemonade in the Shade, 10:30 am ...  Parlor Courtyard 
VBS Set-Up, 1:00 pm ......................  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—AUGUST 12  

Pantry Committee, 1:00 pm .............  Parlor 

Worship and Music Council, 7:00 pm Knox Room 

TUESDAY—AUGUST 13 

WEDNESDAY—AUGUST 14 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor Patio 
VBS Volunteer Party, 12:30 pm ......  Off-Site 
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ...............  Parlor 

THURSDAY—AUGUST 15 

Somerset Patriots Game, 7:00 pm ....  Off-Site 

FRIDAY—AUGUST 16 

SATURDAY—AUGUST 17 

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
 

Important Dates 

August 12-16     Vacation Bible School 

September 15     Fall Kick-Off and Block Party 

September 22     Launch of New Worship Schedule 

                       Saturdays—5 pm, Sundays—10 am 
    

September 29     Exploring Membership Class 

Senior High Workcamp Lost and Found 
We have a blue sleeping bag and lots of clothing in 
the bin in the Youth Center.  Please come and pick up 
any items you may be missing from workcamp! 

BRPC has 30 free tickets to Somerset Patriots! 
BRPC was selected to receive 30 free tickets for the 
Community Box at the Somerset Patriots on Thurs-
day, August 15 at 7:05 p.m.  Contact Cathi at 908-
240-2060 or cathi@brpc.org for more information.  
All are welcome! (Food and drinks are not included.)  


