
 

The Presbyterian Church 
BASKING RIDGE,  NEW JERSEY   FOUNDED CIRCA 1717 

August 31 and September 1, 2019 

 

One day we will finally see that when we reject any 
person or group of people, we reject a part of our 
very  selves.  All are one.  All are in.  All are God's 
beloved children with a place at the table. 

                 ~Glennon Doye Melton 
 



 

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, 
sound amplification headsets are available 
from the ushers for those who need assis-
tance with hearing.  

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays 
are available on the church website at 
www.brpc.org.  To access, click on the Ser-
mons link under Worship and Music on the 
main menu. 

Welcome 

Who Does God Call Us to Be? 
We are a vibrant, warm and welcoming community of faith.  Those who worship here come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and would describe themselves in a rich variety of 
ways. 

We acknowledge our doubt, our struggles, and that we are all quite human and imperfect and 
that we are each at a unique place on our faith journey.  

We find our unity, our common identity, in Jesus Christ and together we seek to joyfully 
worship God and energetically minister to the needs of the world on God’s behalf. 

We gather in anticipation of being transformed by the power, purpose and presence of God 
among us, and go forth equipped to love God and neighbor more deeply and more whole-
heartedly. 

We believe that faithful leadership of a church requires being open to new possibilities, tak-
ing risks and learning from mistakes as we try again.  

Honoring the past, we are convinced that God calls us to a new future. 

         ~The Opening Paragraph of Vision 2017 of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge 

 

Nursery Care 
Our warm and loving Nursery is staffed for our Sunday morning worship service with two 
child care providers caring for children through age 2. Parents may leave their children while 
they attend worship in the Sanctuary.  The worship service will be live streamed into the 
Nursery for parents who wish to stay with their children and watch the service. Please speak 
with our Director of Ministry to Children and their Families, Stacy Currie, if you have any 
questions or to find out more about our ministry to children. 



 

Order of Worship 

Saturday Evening 

5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

 August 31, 2019                                                      oak table service 

                   (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   

  PRELUDE      

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS   Come, Now is the Time to Worship                           

                                                          More Precious than Silver  

  OPENING PRAYER                

  SCRIPTURE                                            Luke 14:1 and 7-14                            
  

  MESSAGE                                 Dr. Maureen Paterson  

  OFFERING              

   THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

  SPECIAL MUSIC      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                    

 THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 *CLOSING SONG                                Lead Me, Guide Me                                        

 BENEDICTION       

  POSTLUDE    

                         



 

Order of Worship 

9:30 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
                   September 1, 2019                             22nd sunday in ordinary time 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

       
       PRELUDE                                   Adagio from Organ Symphony No. 5 Charles-Marie Widor 
          

       WORDS OF WELCOME         

       CALL TO WORSHIP   
  Leader:    Lord, you call us to hospitality:               
       to give as generously to others as you have given to us.        
 People:    For there are angels among us.               
 Leader:     Loving God, you call us to give you glory 
       in the compassion we show to one another.                          
 People:    To love without judgment, of ourselves or of others.         
 Leader:     We gather as one body, seeking to walk in the way you have set for us. 
 People:    We gather as one Body, to worship the one who is Love.                
                          

     *HYMN SING                                                                                     Favorites of the Congregation                                

       PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)           
 You call us and we ignore your whisper,  
 listening to the voices of this world.  
 You call us and we choose a different path,  
 following our own devices. 
 You call us to be your voice in this world,  
 and we speak only for ourselves. 
 Forgive us, Lord, and give us ears to listen to you  
 and hearts to follow your ways. Amen.  

       SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

       ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

    *RESPONSE OF PRAISE            We Are Forgiven                         HYMN 447 

          We are forgiven, We are forgiven. 

                                            Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

         We are forgiven, We are forgiven, 

                                            Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
      *THE PEACE                         
          Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                       The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        People:   and also with you. 

        Leader:  I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
             

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

 .    
  

                          

    MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                  Stacy Currie 

                                         O Come, with Body and Mind                            by Helen Kemp     

                                                    O, Come, with body and mind.    

   O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
                                  Come, let’s sing and rejoice. 

                                                (Nursery care is available for children ages 2 years and younger.)                       

 *HYMN                                       Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak                     HYMN 722 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

   SCRIPTURE LESSON                         Luke 14:1 and 7-14                                                p. 77 NT 

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       

     People:  Thanks be to God.  

   SERMON                        Our Place at the Table                       Dr. Maureen Paterson 

   PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                               

  OFFERTORY                                Andante in E Flat                                      George F. Handel  
                                                                                          

    *DOXOLOGY             Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                HYMN 606 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

     *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

    THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  INVITATION 

  PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 Minister: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Minister: Lift up your hearts 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    Minister: Let us pray...…  

       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  SERVING THE BREAD AND FRUIT OF THE VINE 

      (Gluten free Communion Bread is offered in the center of the bread dish for those who need it.) 
        
                                                                
 
 



 

  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
   Minister: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
    in which you have given yourself to us. 

 People: Grant that we may go into the world  
  in the strength of your Spirit, 

 All: In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                          

 *CLOSING HYMN                                     We Are Called                                        HYMN 749                                     

 *BENEDICTION      

   POSTLUDE                                             Sinfonia                                                            J.S. Bach 

                                                              
      Special thanks to our guest organist, Bill Watson,  

                        for sharing his gift of music with us while Chris Fortin is on vacation. 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Paul and Helen Mallon, in celebration of their 69th Wedding Anniversary on September 
9th and the 64th Wedding Anniversary of Wayman and Patty Williams on September 2nd. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There is one  
pier opening on September 8 and two pier openings on September 29.  
If you would like to donate an arrangement, please contact our new flower  
coordinator Ellen Johnson at 908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

 

Join us for Lemonade in the Shade of the church house courtyard following the  
service, hosted by the Balboni Family. 

Children and Family Ministries 

Important Dates for Children and their Families 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 — Children are welcome to bring their backpacks to worship for 
                                      the Blessing of the Backpacks!  After worship, we will have  
                                      Sunday School volunteer training from 10-30-11:30 a.m. in                 
                                      Calvin Hall. 
Tuesday, September 17, 2019 — our Midweek Ministry starts for children ages Preschool - 
                  5th grade from 4:15-5:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall. 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 — Sunday School starts for ages preschool - 5th grade during 
                Sunday Worship. 

As always Nursery Care is provided for infants through age 2 during our Sunday Worship 
Service. If you have any questions please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org. 

              Reverend Dennis Jones is on vacation with his family and will return 
     to the office on September 4.   

mailto:scurrie@brpc.org


 



 

FALL YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES 

Middle School Fellowship starts on Wed., Sept. 18 in the Youth Center from 6-7:30 p.m. 
After dinner, we offer a variety of activities, that include spiritual, service, social and study. 
This is for all 6th - 8th graders. 
 

Middle School Bibles and Bagels meet on Sundays (except for 1st Sunday of the month). 
We begin in worship and head to the library about 10:15 a.m. for a lively discussion on rele-
vant Biblical topics, while eating fresh bagels. Our first session is Sept 22. 
 

Middle School Fall Retreat will be October  18 - 20 at the Fellowship Deaconry. 
Come for a fantastic weekend of fun, fellowship and faith! 
 

Senior High Fall Retreat and Leadership Planning - Sat., Sept 21 - Sun., Sept 22  
beginning at 2 p.m. at the Fellowship Deaconry (3575 Valley Road, Liberty Corner). All 9th 
- 12th grade youth, friends and advisors are encouraged to attend. This will be a fun interac-
tive weekend as we bond as a group, welcome new youth, share ideas for the fall, strengthen 
our faith in God and enjoy fun and fellowship.  Dinner and breakfast are provided. The cost 
is $60 for the overnight retreat.  (Financial aid is available and if you can only come for part 
of the time, that’s ok!) 
 

Senior High Trip to Dorney Park—Sunday, September 22 after Sunday Worship 
Join us at our retreat on Saturday (see above) or meet us on Sunday at 10 am worship.  We 
will leave right after worship at 11 am and return from Dorney about 7:30 p.m. Sign up 
online at brpc.org.  The cost is $40 for the Park ticket.  (If you attend both the retreat and 
park, cost is $100. Financial aid is available.) 
 

Senior High Youth Fellowship begins October 13 from 6-7:30 p.m. We meet about twice 
a month and begin with dinner, followed by service, spiritual study and social activities. 
 

Confirmation Class will begin on October 6, and is offered for youth in 9th and 10th 
grades. This is an intensive, wonderful time to learn more about our Presbyterian and Chris-
tian faith, and is a fantastic way to grow in faith. 
 

Calling All Caring Adults—Become a Guardian Angel to our Young Adults! 
We are looking for volunteers to be Guardian Angels to our College –Aged Young Adults.  
Are you willing to send a small care package, a card, and/or an email once a month (from 
October-May) to one of our college –aged young adults this year?  If so, 
please contact Cathi at 908-240-2060. 
 

NEW THIS FALL:   
1)  Confirmation Retreat at the Jersey Shore on Oct. 11 - 13. 
 

2)  Next Level Small Group High School Bible Study will begin on 
Wednesday nights, beginning on Oct. 30. Senior High youth selected three exciting possible 
topics; Relationships, Faith and Science, or Justice. We will meet from 7:45 - 9 p.m. All are 
welcome! 
 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 



 

Membership 

Interested in Becoming a Member? Next Class is Sunday, September 29 
We extend a warm invitation to our  “Exploring Membership” class and 
luncheon on Sunday, September 29 from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
(immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship service) in the Church 
House Parlor, located across the street from the Sanctuary building.  
This is an excellent opportunity to share your faith journey and learn 
more about the beliefs and ministry of our church.  Lunch will be served and childcare will be 
provided, if requested in advance.   

Narrative Lectionary Series 
"I Love to Tell the Story" is the church-wide 
theme for 2019-2020.  Using the Narrative 
Lectionary we will be reminded of the sweeping story of our loving God and God's love for 
us as precious children.  We will also continue to tell the story of the ways that Basking Ridge 
Presbyterian Church lives out its faith each week in this community and the world at 
large.  As we hear the stories of our faith from Scripture we will engage once again in sharing 
the ways in which God is working in and through our own personal lives, learning from our 
own stories of uncertainty, pain, joy and grace.   

In Westminster Hall and in the narthex you will find bookmarks that detail the Scriptures and 
themes for this coming year - please take one home and place it in your Bible.  Read along 
each week as you prepare to come to worship, stay connected to the story when you are not 
able to be present.  We are excited about taking this journey together and writing the story of 
our faith together. 

Sermon Series for Program Year 

Did You Know.... 
Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity will honor our own Dick Bedner at their Dream Builders' 
Gala on Thursday, September 26th.  Dick has volunteered for over 14 years to help build  
affordable homes in our local area.  For more information go to www.rvhabitat.org/gala.   
Congratulations Dick and thank you for your continued commitment to help those most in  
need in our area. 

Opportunity to Give and Serve 

Interfaith Hospitality Hosting Week—September 8-15 
We will once again be hosting homeless families here at BRPC from September 8-15.  We 
need volunteers as evening, dinner, and overnight hosts in addition to helpers to set up beds 
and wash the linens.  Please sign up online at brpc.org and thanks for your generous support! 

http://www.rvhabitat.org/gala


 



 

Women’s Ministries 



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones ......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson ......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ...................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ........................................ ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ...................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Receptionist 
 Michelle Lew ...................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  ................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  

SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 1 

Worship, 9:30 am .............................. Sanctuary 
Lemonade in the Shade, 10:30 am .... Parlor Courtyard 

MONDAY—SEPTEMBER 2 

Church Office Closed for Labor Day 

TUESDAY—SEPTEMBER 3 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am .............. Geneva Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............. Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—SEPTEMBER 4 

Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ............... Parlor 

THURSDAY—SEPTEMBER 5 

FRIDAY—SEPTEMBER 6 

SATURDAY—SEPTEMBER 7 

Oak Table Service, 5:00 pm ............. Westminster Hall 
Homeless Solutions Dinner, 6:00 pm Off-Site 

Important Dates 

September 15     Fall Kick-Off and Block Party 

September 22     Launch of New Worship Schedule 

                       Saturdays—5 pm, Sundays—10 am 
    

September 29     Exploring Membership Class 


