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The Story of Promise Saturday, November 30
“Remember the wonders God has done, his miracles, and

the judgements he pronounced.”

Psalm 105:5

The way our brain works to store and reclaim memories is quite fascinating
to me. It is always interesting to note the ways that different people
remember different events, some people tend to remember the things that
were said, others perhaps the people who were present, some might
remember the feelings or emotions they felt during a certain situation and if
you are my husband, you remember what food you ate!

And then we have all had the experience of not being able to remember!
Forgetting someone’s name, or that last item on the grocery list that you
forgot to pick up when leaving the house! We go into a room and can’t
remember what we came in for or put something down and can’t remember
where we left it!

There is the more troubling loss of memory that comes with dementia and
Alzheimers that can completely change the lives of individuals and families.
In those cases often the deeply, buried memories of childhood can be
recalled where the names of loved ones are lost.

It seems that just as our physical brains work in fascinating and mysterious
ways, so too does our spiritual memory. Throughout Scripture we find the
people of God being told to “remember.” Sometimes it is to remember the
great and wonderful things that God has done, sometimes it is to remember
God’s promises, sometimes it is to remember the ways in which they have
wandered off and ignored God or worshipped idols. The act of remembering
is important to who we are as a people of faith.

This season we are being invited to remember God’s promises. Promises
given to us in Scripture that speak of God’s enduring love and grace,
strength and power. Promises, covenants made over and over again. May
this be a time when we each reflect on the promises that God has made and
when we renew our trust in those promises. Whatever else we may struggle
to remember may we always remember God’s promise of eternal love and
care made manifest in the Christ-child.

Gracious God, we do rejoice in the story of Your promise fulfilled in Christ.
We rejoice in the ways in which we have seen Your promises realized in our
lives and ask for Your strength to continue to trust in those promises in all
seasons of our lives. Amen

Maureen Paterson



Page 4

The Story of Promise Sunday, December 1
“In those days and at that time I will make a righteous
Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just

and right in the land.”

Jeremiah 33:15

When I was a young boy growing up my parents often said to me that your
reputation is only as good as your word. Keep your promises, they would
remind me. Honor your word. Make sure that you mean it and that you
follow through on it when you make a commitment. Over the years of my
life I’ve been blessed by many relationships where the other person’s word
was their bond. They meant what they said. They could be counted on to
come through for me. I have also known many people who’s promises,
who’s words, meant very little. All too often they broke their promise, came
through late on their promise, or completely forgot they had even made a
promise.

Our theme for this advent, and for today’s scripture from the prophet
Jeremiah, is an affirmation of the trustworthiness of God and God’s
promise. What God says God means. When God makes a promise you can
count on it, you can bet your life on it, and you can wait with confidence as
you anticipate it being fulfilled.

God never promised that life would be fair or just or easy.

God did promise that whatever happens God will walk with us and offer us
hope, and courage, and strength. God promised that there would be justice
ultimately. God promised eternal life in God’s kingdom.

God of the promised Messiah, as we wait for the fulfillment of Your promise,
we watch, we listen, and we open our hearts for Your Word. Show us signs
of Your presence: a light in the darkness, a voice in the silence, and a stir-
ring deep within us. Amen.

Dennis Jones
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The Story of Promise Monday, December 2
“But you, Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though you are small
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me

one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from
of old, form ancient times.”

Micah 5:2

These words in Micah are most often understood as a prophecy or
prediction that the future “ruler of Israel” would be born in the little known
town of Bethlehem Ephrathah located in Judah. Additionally, this ruler
would have his “origin from old, from ancient times”. From ancient times is
often interpreted as “eternity”. Jewish leaders of the first century identified
these words as a Messianic prophecy and based on this, the priests and
scribes of that time told King Herod that Christ would be born in Bethlehem
of Judea.

This was a prophecy… a God inspired utterance of a prophet, but it was
also a promise to Israel of Jesus Christ’s coming and that they should look
for him to arise from the most unlikely of beginnings. With this prophecy
and promise comes the hope for a better future for Israel.

For us, Advent is an annual prophecy of the promise and hope of Jesus’
message of service and love. A reminder within the season of Black Friday
sales, kitschy holiday music, and incessant ads that, as Christians, there is a
different focus to our lives… a focus of reaching out to others, sharing our
joy and our message, celebrating the greatest gift of all found in Christ’s
words in John 13:34, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.

Lord, grant us the courage and focus to share the hope of the Advent season
thru love and service with those within our reach who are facing unexpected
challenges and vulnerability. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Judy Pasnik
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The Story of Promise Tuesday, December 3
“Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give
way; say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do not

fear; your God will come’”

Isaiah 35:3-4a

Who hasn’t had weak hands or feeble knees at one time or another? Who
among us has never had a fearful heart? Whether literally “weak” and
“feeble” or figuratively “weak” and “feeble,” we can all identify with
needing help, with needing to be saved. This was true in the time of Isaiah,
it was true in first century Palestine, and it’s true today.

Isaiah is prophesying. He is foretelling---the liberation of Jerusalem, the
coming of Christ to save us from our sin, and the myriad times God will
“save” each of us from the things that threaten us in our day to day lives.

One of the overarching themes of my life has been a struggle against severe
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD). It was so debilitating at times that I
was barely able to function. My OCD manifested as an all-consuming fear
that I would do something wrong, that by being less than perfect I would
offend God and/or cause harm to someone else. I lived in constant and
exhausting internal conflict. But God came and saved me: first by giving me
the stamina to persevere under what sometimes seemed like an impossible
burden; then by taking me to two women therapists who understood and
helped me to understand; and, finally, by providing new “miracle”
medications and giving me a body that is able to be helped by them. And
along the way, he sustained me with loving family members; loyal friends;
and a long suffering, supportive husband. God literally came and saved me.
And he continues to save me, every day.

The way that God came to me with “vengeance” and “terrible recompense”
is that he was relentless. His position was, and is, “This difficulty will not
defeat you!” Due to his constancy, perseverance, loyalty and fierce
determination, it hasn’t. “‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God....He
will come and save you.’”

Lord, thank you. Thank you for saving us in every way that we need to be
saved. Please use us as your instruments in saving others. Amen.

Edith Bryan



The Story of Promise, Wednesday, December 4
“The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He
will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his

love, he will rejoice over you with his singing.”

Zephaniah 3:17

I met my husband Don on a blind date, going with his church’s couple’s
club to a dinner/dance at a German restaurant. Waiters were dressed in
lederhosen or dirndl dresses, and between courses of food, the staff invited
everyone up to dance. That itself sets quite a picture, but wait, there is
more! In between dances, everyone sang along with the oom-pah-pah band,
reading slides with words and pictures. It was a crazy night filled with fun
and joy!

Zephaniah mostly forecasted judgments and woes against Zion for their evil
ways. He saw corruption in the land and encouraged folks to change. I am
glad that at the end of his book, Zephaniah shared that God has promised
comfort to those who are faithful. Today’s Bible verse is part of this
wonderful, happy message. Reread the verses – you hear how they shout
out happiness and promise! The words themselves seem to be dancing – you
hear God singing loudly and clearly, with joy and gladness. God is happy to
sing and dance with you and is welcoming you home! What a wonderful
promise!

So how did my blind date exemplify this story of promise? It gave me
insight into who Don is, and how much he loves the church and our God.
What impressed me so much is Don’s love for singing and dancing, and his
happy disposition. Throughout our marriage, our faith that God has
promised to be with us always gives us great gladness and cause to rejoice.
Like Zephaniah, Don knows that God is ever present, and just as we are
blessed to have God in our lives, our Lord rejoices that we are his. God
offers this love to all, freely, so come, sing and dance with your Lord – God
welcomes you into his loving arms.

Dear God, thank you for giving us YOU – and for giving us the gift of mu-
sic, laughter and song. We are so blessed to have You in our lives. Help all
who don’t know You to feel Your presence so that they gladly run into Your
open arms. Jesus, in Your precious name we pray. Amen.

Cathi Reckenbeil
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The Story of Promise, Thursday, December 5
“The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of

wisdom and of understanding.”

Isaiah 11:2

Isaiah made a prophecy that the Lord would send his people a descendant if
Jesse. “And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and fear of the Lord.”

How blessed we are to have been given the gift of Jesus Christ who will set
a good example for our lives but will love us even when we fail to follow
his example.

As a Stephen Minister and a Legal Advocate (counseling victims of
domestic abuse in our Superior Court) I have found using Christ’s attributes
very important. Several years ago I told a victim whose boyfriend was
living in her house and abusing her, that she was “a good person”. She
replied, “I always thought that but no one ever told me that”. I knew that
God had given me the words that she needed to hear.

God thank you for Your gift of Jesus Christ. Please help us to follow his
teachings and be kind to our fellow man in this Christmas season and
throughout the year.

Marilou Howe



The Story of Promise Friday, December 6
“Yes I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes I will
remember the miracles of long ago. I will consider all
your works and meditate on all your mighty deeds.”

Psalm 77:11-12

The context of these two verses is the psalmist is emerging from a difficult
situation in life. He turned to God but didn’t get a response (or perhaps one
that was pleasing?). This kind of pain, self-pity, and self-doubt is common
in our troubled times. However, in verses 11 and 12 the psalmist emerges
from despair to realize God’s greatness. I find it interesting that the first ten
verses are expressed with feelings of grief, despair, and abandonment.
When the psalmist contemplates and prays out- belief in God’s greatness,
goodness and love, the dark veil seems to lift.

Isn’t this the way it often works with us? I know it does with me. Often
daily trials and tribulations- perhaps much less significant than those facing
the psalmist keep me from living in God’s strength, blessing and grace. In
times like these we can remember Jesus words in John 16:33 “I have told
you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” Christ’s triumph
over sin, separation from God and death is our triumph in times of darkness.

God we so often stray from You and Your glory. In times of darkness we be-
lieve You are our source of strength. Help that belief to be strong in times of
trouble. Let us never loss sight of You being our Redeemer, Deliverer, Re-
storer and Savior. Amen.

Martin vandenHerick
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The Story of Promise Saturday, December 7
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak

tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard
service has been completed.”

Isaiah 40:1-2

Being a Prophet in Old Testament times was no easy job! Most of the time
you were called upon to tell the people how God was going to bring
judgement upon them for having strayed from His commandments. Many
times the Prophets were ignored, belittled or heckled! Few people
welcomed these messages of doom and foreboding. But sometimes the
Prophets offered up another word. A word of courage and compassion, a
word of grace and comfort.

In today’s Scripture we encounter a dramatic shift in the words of the
Prophet Isaiah. Previous chapters have spoken about the future exile of the
people, but the people are currently living in captivity. So in chapter 40 we
find Isaiah speaking to their current situation. The people have been living
with uncertainty for a long time and Isaiah knows that they are becoming
weary. He knows that they are beginning to wonder if God wants to deliver
them. Indeed if God even can deliver them and if it is possible then when
might it happen. It is in answer to these fundamental questions that Isaiah
writes these words of hope and promise.

Isaiah reminds them that they have not been forgotten, they are still loved
and cared for by the one true God. Isaiah wants his words to give the
people strength for their current situation as well as continue to prepare
them for whatever might lie ahead.

This season some of us may find ourselves feeling forgotten by God. We
may be wondering if God does indeed still care for us, and if so when God
might come to deliver us from our current situation. We may find ourselves
weary from cares and struggles of this world. Isaiah words were true for the
Israelites so long ago and they are still true for us. God offers the same
promises to us, the same comfort to us. May we trust in these promises and
receive strength for the journey of faith in knowing that God is present with
us.

Loving Lord God, as we too may wonder if You are present, as we too may
struggle with our daily lives, teach us to trust in Your goodness and to be
comforted by Your words. Let us rest in Your strength, now and always.
Amen.

Maureen Paterson
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The Story of Promise Sunday, December 8
“A voice cries out:‘In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the

Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’”

Isaiah 40:3-5

When I was in junior high one of my favorite classes was wood shop. It was
a welcome relief from algebra, Spanish, and gym class. I can still remember
the various projects I made, many of which I kept as prized possessions for
years — a checker board, a small table, a lamp. What I found so satisfying
and even therapeutic amidst the pressures and anxieties of that awkward
phase in my life, was that with each project in wood shop I would take
rough hewn and uneven boards, and slowly plane them and sand them to
take all the rough edges off, and then create with them something that was
new and beautiful and that would last.

The prophet Isaiah speaks of a coming messiah, a messiah who’s promise is
that he will smooth OUR rough edges, he will transform aspects of OUR
character, OUR lives, that are rough, uneven, crooked. God’s promise is that
God will take our imperfect and broken lives, and our imperfect and broken
world, and create something new and beautiful.

What part of your life is in need of the loving hand of the master carpenter?
What rough edges or uneven places in your character are in need of his
presence and his grace?

Holy Lord, a voice has been heard in the wilderness preparing the way for
Your son to arrive in this world. Make ready our hearts to receive Your son
and help us to prepare for his coming. Amen.

Dennis Jones
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The Story of Promise Monday, December 9
“For the word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful
in all he does. The Lord loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of his unfailing love.”

Psalm 33:4-5

Like many people, I grew up with ample admiration for my grandparents
because they seemed so strong. They lived life with hope and faced the
tough times with calm resolve, solidified by their faith in God. They knew
that the key to a thankful and sturdy heart is to rely on God, and trusted that
the words and deeds of the Lord were completed faithfully.

This Psalm passage reminds us to cultivate our faith; God reveals goodness
around us and promises that those who believe in His words and actions
will be blessed. We know this to be true, because we have already been
fortunate enough to experience the beauty of nature, the love of family, and
the community of this church. No matter what else came and went in the
world, the Lord has been our foundation, supporting us throughout the long
history of the church. As we welcome this Advent season and celebrate the
birth of Christ, we are reminded that the real thread that connects us with
our ancestors and with our future is our faith.

Dear Lord, May we possess faith in Your wisdom, and base our wisdom on
faith. May we use Your promise as a foundation or our own words and
deeds. May we trust in Your work and steadfast love, and build our house
upon that rock. Amen.

David Pasnik
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The Story of Promise Tuesday, December 10
“The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have

loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with
loving-kindness.’”

Jeremiah 31:3

Have you ever felt like your life was spinning out of control? You make
poor decisions that you normally would not have? So many of us walk
around overwhelmed, tired, worn out and just about keeping it together.
Thankfully, God always has an eye on us even when we turn away from
Him. We make some choices that will inevitably lead down a path of heart
ache.

God wants the best for us even though we continue to mess up. You may
feel as though you are in a whirl pool and cannot break free. Perhaps a
family member has taken you for granted, your boss continues to not see the
value of your work or you develop a bad attitude because your selfish
desires aren’t met. You begin to think, “why should I help anyone, no one
helps me.”

But that’s not who you are. You are a thoughtful, patient, resilient, God-
loving person. And He knows it! You just need to take a breath and think
how much He loves you. Because at the least expected moment, you will
see a glimmer of hope. Someone will hold the door for you, the supermarket
cashier may smile and say thank you, or simply a beautiful sunset will
remind you of the wonder and beauty of God’s creation. God is alive and
there for you in your life! He never gives up on you. He wants you to be
happy and share your blessings with others. God loves you and wants to see
you “…take up your tambourine and go out today with the joyful.” So take
a leap of faith and be the person God created you to be!

God, I choose to put my trust in You. I believe You always have my best in-
terest at heart and know that You are guiding my path. Help me to follow
Your light and inspire others along the way. I choose to celebrate the life
You have blessed me with. Amen.”

Mary Ann Dickison
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The Story of Promise Wednesday, December 11
“O people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep
no more. How gracious he will be when you cry for help!

As soon as he hears, he will answer you.”

Isaiah 30:19

What a promise the Lord has given us, and how gratified we feel when our
prayers are answered! In our flesh, we become secure in His provision, we
feel loved and praise flows from our hearts.

As we mature in faith, however, we do understand that God is not in the
business of granting wishes. Like a good Father and Mother, God doesn’t
supply us with anything and everything our foolish hearts desire. How then,
do we reconcile that truth with His promise?

In the scripture above, the Lord is referring to Israel, who has turned their
back on His laws once again. The Lord asks them to repent of their idol
worship, and the prayers they make to false gods. If they would only pray to
Him, He would satisfy their hunger and desires.

As we persist in our prayers, we become conformed to His likeness, and our
prayers become aligned more closely with His will. We are changed, we
grow in relationship to Him, and to each other. And when we continue to
seek Him, even when our flesh is disappointed or we feel denied, we grow
closer to His heart for us. We come to know how He overflows our lives
with grace, giving us gifts greater than our minds can imagine.

Dear Heavenly Father, I am sorry for all that I desire that is outside of You.
My heart and mind become distracted in daily business, and I forget to
pause and seek Your presence, Your guidance and Your grace. Thank you
for Your open arms, that welcome me back each time I stray. And thank you
for all that You pour out into my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Michelle Ortega
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The Story of Promise Thursday, December 12
“I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord.
They will be my people, and I will be their God, for they

will return to me with all their heart.”

Jeremiah 24:7

In the course of our lives, whether during carefree or difficult times, we can
lose perspective and overlook our faith. Our transgressions may range from
failing to follow religious tenets to struggling with our faith. Most
fortunately, despite humankind’s tendency to stray off course, Jeremiah 24:7
affirms that the Lord’s love for us remains forgiving, abundant and
everlasting.

It can be easy during the daily fog of our busy modern lives with all our
ongoing obligations to lose our focus on our faith. Moreover, there may be
periods of personal hardship during which we neglect to turn to Him to
receive His love and grace.

Thankfully, the Lord has imprinted Himself not only upon our minds but
also our hearts. As we are apt to wander from time to time, we know in our
hearts that He steadfastly remains with us throughout life’s long and
winding road. Perhaps that is a fundamental reason why we find ourselves
returning to Him time and again. And mercifully, He always receives us
with open arms.

As we are both mindfully and emotionally tied to our faith in the Lord, He
is singularly bound to us. He unwaveringly bestows His blessings and
benevolence upon us. Even though we may occasionally fail to abide by
our faith during life’s course, He reliably keeps His promise to His people.
And He enables us to return to Him, wholeheartedly.

Prayer: Lord, help us to be ever-mindful that we are Your people. It is by
Your grace, that even though we may stray, You remain our eternal God to
whom we shall lovingly return with grateful hearts. Amen

Courtney and Will Rijksen
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The Story of Promise Friday, December 13
“Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of

Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in
his paths. The law will go out from Zion, the word of the

Lord from Jerusalem.’”

Isaiah 2:3

Many people will come and say, “Come let’s go to Basking Ridge
Presbyterian Church, to the church of the God of Jacob. He will teach us
his ways, so that we may walk in his path.” The law will go out from
Basking Ridge, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

My friends did come and say “Come, let’s go to Basking Ridge Presbyterian
Church.” And here I have been taught his ways, so that I may walk in his
path. I have learned the ways of God through the worship service, the
ministers, the music, the children, the Board of Trustees, committees, Bible
study, fellowship, prayer and Stephen Ministry. I am thankful every day for
these opportunities to learn the ways of God. I strive every day to walk in
his path and am blessed with His guidance and love shown to me by the
community here at Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church. During this Advent
Season, I thank everyone. Please know in your hearts how grateful I am.

Gracious God, we rejoice that You have called us to be part of a larger
community of faith. Help us each to be strengthened in our daily walk with
You as we journey with others. Thank You for the ways in which this body
of believers teaches Your truth in our community and world. May we pro-
claim the message of Your good news during this season and all seasons.
Amen.

Bonnie Diehl



The Story of Promise Saturday, December 14
“With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: ‘He
is good; his love to Israel endures for ever.’And all the
people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, because

the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.”

Ezra 3:11

The foundation is the most important part of any building. If that
foundation is not engineered and built correctly then no matter how well
built the rest of the structure might be, it will ultimately fail. I wonder if
that same is not true in our lives.

Ezra is reminding the people to place their trust in God. As the people are
living out the last years of exile in Babylon and some are returning to their
homelands, Ezra is giving them some guidance and counsel about how they
should go about rebuilding, not only the temple, but also their lives. Ezra
wants to remind them of God’s faithfulness throughout this period of time,
to allow them to reflect on God’s goodness so that they will not waiver in
their commitment when they return to more familiar territory. He wants to
help them resist the temptations that may face them from foreign influences
and the new world that they will encounter.

How secure we are in the foundational aspects of our faith can make a big
difference in how we handle the challenges of our lives. When we are faced
with hardship or unforeseen trials we may find ourselves drifting away from
God and seeking comfort or guidance from other sources. In our world it is
all too easy to be distracted from our lives of faith by the things of this
world - whether that is just the busyness of our daily lives or the desires of
our selfish hearts. Ezra’s word of warning to the people is also a good word
of caution to us. Perhaps we need to ask ourselves upon whom or what we
are building our lives.

In this Advent season may we each search our own hearts and try to center
ourselves more completely upon the God who made us and called us. May
we focus on the great gift that God gave to us in His son Jesus Christ
through whom we find redemption and peace.

Loving God, may this time of Advent be a time when we prepare not only
our homes for Christmas but may it be a time when we truly prepare our
hearts to once again welcome Your Son into our lives to be the foundation
of all that we are and all that we do, in His name we pray. Amen.

Maureen Paterson
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The Story of Promise Sunday, December 15
“When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of
the Lord, the priests in their vestments were stationed to
praise the Lord with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of
Asaph, with cymbals, according to the directions of King
David of Israel; and they sang responsively, praising and

giving thanks to the Lord,

‘For he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever toward Israel.’

And all the people responded with a great shout when
they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the

house of the Lord was laid.”

Ezra 3:10-11

As the days of the Babylonian exile ended, the Jewish people were allowed
to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple—but the temple would never
again live up to its former glory.

Once the temple was in a condition to worship, Jews gathered to celebrate
and to bring their offerings to God. They celebrated a religious festival
which focused on remembering that God’s people were wholly dependent
upon God during the time of the Exodus.

During the celebration, the young people shouted with joy, for they had
never seen the temple except in a state of destruction. To them, the temple
signified a bright future for their faith community. For the elders, looking
back caused great pain because of the regret over what had once been and
would never again exist. For the young, looking back was a cause for
celebration because they could dream of what their future might become.
Yet, the one thing that all the people shared in common as they gathered for
worship, was acknowledging and celebrating God’s presence in the here and
now.

How much do you long for and mourn the passing of the good old days?
When it comes to your beliefs or your spiritual practices or the life of the
church, do you tend to be focused on the past? Or are you leaning forward
into the future that God calls us to? Both the past and the future hold a vital
place in our lives. But the Book of Ezra reminds us that the present moment
is the holy moment. The present moment is always the one where God meets
us, and claims us anew, and blesses us.

God of restoration, You brought Your people home from exile and in their
joy they rebuilt Your temple. Deliver us from our personal and communal
exiles, and help us to build up Your church. Amen.

Dennis Jones



The Story of Promise Monday, December 16
“On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds

all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will
swallow up death for ever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe
away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace
of his people from all the earth. The Lord has spoken”

Isaiah 25:7-8

It is easy to become stressed by the global problems that confront us every
day in the media: political strife and misunderstanding, societal inequities
and injustice, mistreatment of the earth. The Hebrew prophets in the Old
Testament also lived in unsettled times and spoke for God in condemning
the evils they saw around them. But they also reminded the people that
despite the likely dire consequences of current problems, God had not
abandoned them and God’s love would ultimately triumph.

The prophet Isaiah lived during a turbulent era at the end of the 8th century
BCE. He often leavened his criticism of the failures of the people and their
leaders with dreams of a future when God would provide a great leader
from the line of King David, the Messiah, to usher in a new age of peace
and tranquility for the whole world. Most scholars agree that the Book of
Isaiah contains not only the words of the historical prophet Isaiah but also
of later prophets who continued in Isaiah’s tradition and used many of his
themes. Some scholars date today’s passage from Isaiah 25 to more than a
century after the historical Isaiah’s time, when Jerusalem and the Temple
there had been destroyed and most of the leaders had been forced into exile
in Babylon. Isaiah 25 uses themes of the historical Isaiah in envisioning a
future age of peace, picturing the mountain of the Lord (Zion) where all the
world’s peoples would gather and enjoy together a feast of the fruits of the
earth, where the sins, disgrace, and horrors of the past would be removed,
and when even death would be swallowed up forever.

Along with love, joy, and peace, Advent is a time of hope. May we all share
in the hope and faith of Isaiah and his fellow prophets that God will
eventually end the sufferings of this world. As Christians we believe that
God has already provided the crucial event to bring this about through the
gift of his Son, Jesus the Christ.

Lord God, when we find ourselves overwhelmed by despair and doubt, help
us remember the promise that Your love will ultimately triumph through our
Savior, Jesus, the Christ. Amen

Charles King
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The Story of Promise Tuesday, December 17
“But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for

God my Savior; my God will hear me.”

Micah 7:7

In today’s world, it’s easy to find things to worry about. Political unrest.
War. Traffic. Work. Family. Money. Time. And the stress of the holidays can
make things feel worse. Our patience can wear thin. We may feel frustrated
– even overwhelmed – by daily demands that seem to pile up. This can lead
to contempt. And we wonder where to turn for help.

In a world of worry, many of us look to God. We pray for peace. We pray
for the sick to get well. We seek guidance on important decisions. Which
choices to make. What to do. How much to give. But how do we know if
God is listening? How do we know whether, and importantly when, our
prayers will be answered?

In times of worry, take comfort that God is always listening. So, have faith
in Him. Look to God for truth and for the answers, and do so with patience.
God will help you, and show you the way. And rather than wondering when,
know that while you are waiting, God is working. In His own time and in
His own way.

Heavenly Father, we know You are there. We know You are listening. We
know You are working to answer our prayers and respond to our search for
salvation. Remind us to trust in You. We will wait patiently and confidently,
and without worry. Amen.

Jay Link



The Story of Promise Wednesday, December 18
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light

has dawned.”

Isaiah 9:2

God sent prophets to Israel during times of sin and rebellion to proclaim
God's word as given to them through His Holy Spirit. Isaiah is one of the
most well known of these prophets , recognized by some as "The Messianic
Prophet" because so much of his message had to do with the coming
Messiah and His kingdom.

In this verse, Isaiah is speaking of the people of Galilee. The inhabitants of
this area suffered repeated invasions because of their border with pagan
nations, intermingling with pagans and Gentiles within the country, and
because the influence of religion had less hold on the Jews here since they
were so distant from Jerusalem. This is a predictive prophecy of the "latter"
times, and therefore, related to the times of the Messiah. Seven centuries
later, this very passage is referred to by the apostle Matthew who tells of
Jesus beginning His preaching in Galilee (Matthew 4:12-17). Thus it was in
those very places of Israel which had formerly suffered the most that Christ
first came forward to teach in a synagogue, and there he did his first miracle
in Cana of Galilee.

The idea of Jesus as the Light shining forth in the darkness is also a most
appropriate description of the Savior and His gospel. The apostle John tells
us that the Light is Jesus; that He is the True Light which comes into the
world (John 1:9-13).

This verse is so appropriate for us today. From the headlines it is easy to
believe that we are in a period of darkness: natural disasters, school
shootings, political divisiveness can leave one feeling helpless and hopeless.
But it is just at those times when you realize you don’t have the power
yourself to change things or fix a problem that you are most open to
listening for God and to seeing the light shining in others. How much better
our lives in this world would be if we all stopped to listen and tried to
emulate the love and kindness Jesus lived by.

Dear God, please help me to ignore the many distractions of these days, and
to stop and listen for You, that You may help me to serve as a light in this
world, following in the ways of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Peggy Eicher
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The Story of Promise Thursday, December 19
“But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed

of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy
will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee

away.”

Isaiah 35:10

Some commentators who initially discuss this Old Testament passage from
the vantage point of the history of the Jewish people eventually conclude
that it is a prophesy of the salvation from Christ. One writer succinctly
states that “our joyful hopes and cheering prospects of eternal life swallow
up both all the joys and all the sorrows of this present time.”

I do not believe that anyone is immune from sorrow. In my own life,
sorrow has come from events beyond my control, from my own sins,
mistakes and failures, and from my pain watching others suffer, particularly
those to whom I am close.

At these times, I have felt distanced from, or even abandoned by, God. The
fact that it has taken me varying lengths of time to process my thoughts and
feelings before finally reaching the point when I knew I needed to move my
prayer for God’s healing to the forefront, before my preoccupations, simply
makes me human. For me, the turning point is when I finally reach that
moment when I remember that God made me, loves me, gives faith though
grace, and promises to be with me forever. My sorrow does not dissipate,
but I am no longer walking alone with it, and it has been put back into
perspective as part of a larger and longer story.

Dear Lord, help us remember in difficult times that Your faithfulness is
great, and that by Your grace, we are transported through faith from the
sorrow and sighing of this temporal life into eternal gladness and joy.

Jeff Johnson



The Story of Promise Friday, December 20
“‘I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take
hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be
a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to
open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and
to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.’”

Isaiah 42:6-7

In this passage, God promises to lift us out of darkness and into the light
that only his love and grace can offer us. He promises to hold our hands and
to lead us, and he looks to us to be the carrier of that light to others,
especially to those who are suffering and have been unable to believe or
maintain hope. Today, we find ourselves in a world and a country and even
workplaces where suspicion and mistrust lead to conflict, and where
insensitivity leaves those who are most vulnerable feeling helpless and lost.
It is so easy to be drawn into that divisive tone that is so contagious. But if
we look to the unfaltering love that Christ so beautifully shared during his
life, even during his darkest hours, and we accept the leading hand that God
has promised us, we can find the courage that can inspire hope and
demonstrate the understanding that may help to unite the divided.

During the week I was preparing this, I visited the 911 Museum and saw the
play, “To Kill a Mockingbird”. In those places, I felt the mistrust and the
hatred that has destroyed so many lives. Fortunately, during this week, I was
also lucky to spend some time with our IHN guests, where I witnessed the
generosity and kindness shared by our BRPC members, that is such a
blessing to our own neighbors. There, God’s light shined! I’m hoping that
this Advent season inspires all of us to share God’s love in our homes, our
communities and with everyone we touch, so that maybe the light we each
carry can spark the love and understanding that will be more contagious
than the divisions that have become so commonplace.

Lord, take our hand and lead us with Your love and grace so that we, in turn
may lead with generosity and kindness to share Your promise of hope and
salvation with those around us. Amen

Debbie Schaub
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The Story of Promise Saturday, December 21
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the

forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will

break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow

of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Luke 1:76-79

We have reached this point in the season where we are perhaps counting
down the days to the celebration of Christmas. If you are lucky the lights
are hung, the tree is decorated, cookies are baked, gifts are bought and
wrapped and the to-do list is now mercifully short! Or perhaps you are one
of those folks who likes the rush of going to the mall on Christmas Eve and
doing all your shopping in one frenzied trip! However you prepare and get
ready for Christmas the truth is that time always runs out. Even if we are
not quite ready, even if we wished we had one more day or week, it will roll
around in just a few short days.

John the Baptist was sent into the world to prepare people for the coming of
the true Messiah, the one sent by God to bring healing and hope. The
Messiah who would offer to people the gift of eternal life, the light that
would shine in the darkness of death and pain and hatred. Some people
were ready to receive the message and others were not. Some were able to
cast aside their doubts and misgivings and trust in this new Savior and
others clung to the old ways and traditions and beliefs, believing that they
could live by the law instead of through God’s grace and mercy.

How well we are prepared for the celebration of Christmas really has
nothing to do with how prepared we are to have Christ born anew in our
lives this season. How much room is there in our hearts to allow God to
enter in and renew us, heal us, forgive us and strengthen us for the calling to
share that good news with others? How ready are we to welcome Christ
into our lives to change us and challenge us, to set us free from the chains of
our own sins and failures? How willing are we to turn our lives over to the
one who was sent into the world to guide us towards peace and wholeness?
Whatever preparations we may still have to make let’s be sure that we are
preparing our hearts and minds to let God enter our lives.

Gracious God, in these days allow us to focus on Your presence and Your
love. Grant us Your grace and mercy and prepare our hearts and lives for
Your coming into our world. Amen.

Maureen Paterson
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The Story of Promise Sunday, December 22
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the

forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will

break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow

of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Luke 1:76-79

Have you ever been so worn down that you felt like you were right at your
limit, and that you weren’t sure if you could go one step further? Perhaps
your exhaustion was emotional, or physical, or spiritual. Maybe your
exhaustion was something you were going through and experiencing as an
individual. Or maybe you were experiencing it as part of a family, a
community, or even as a nation or a world.

As we transition this week from our journey through the prophets of the Old
Testament to the gospel of Luke in the New Testament, we meet a young
John the Baptist, the one who’s calling it is to prepare the way of the Lord,
to announce the coming of the Christ, the one who will bring redemption to
all the world. And so to a weary and exhausted and worn down world John
brings hope. Hope in God. Hope for tomorrow. Hope in the trustworthiness
of the promises God has made to us.

May you also receive the gift of hope this Christmas. Amidst your fear or
doubt or troubles. Your weariness, and the world’s weariness, is not the last
word. May your hope be restored as God’s great love is revealed in a child
born in Bethlehem.

God of the prophets, You sent John into the world to proclaim the coming of
Your son. Give us ears to hear, and a heart to believe that even amidst our
weariness, our exhaustion, our fear, Your promises will be fulfilled. By Your
grace may we have the eyes to see Your presence as You enter anew into our
world. Amen.

Dennis Jones
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The Story of Promise Monday, December 23
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and

peace there will be no end.”

Isaiah 9:6-7a

The birth of a child is always exciting. There is always a sense of
expectation and anticipation. Especially with the birth of a first child, the
father and mother have no real idea what is about to happen as their life is
about to change forever. They go from being husband and wife, to being
parent, mother and father. It changes the dynamic in the family, and it has a
wonderful impact on their relationship with each other. They are no longer
focused on themselves, or each other, but together they are focused on this
new life that has entered into their world. Their reality has changed
forever. They will never be the same again. A child always comes as a gift,
but he or she comes as a gift that transforms everything.

The verse for today speaks of the birth of a child, specifically, the birth of a
son. Who will not only bring transformation to His family, but who will
utterly transform all those who come to know Him. He is given a host of
titles and responsibilities in His birth, not least of which is Prince of Peace.
In the ancient world, as in our world today, a type of peace is often brought
about through violence, war and coercion. During the time of Christ, the
Peace that was established in the known world was called the Pax Romana:
The Peace of Rome. It was a peace that was brought about at the end of the
sword, through oppression and the bloodshed of any who would oppose that
peace. In contrast to that is the Pax Christi: The Peace of Christ. That
comes through God giving His only Son, His very Self, bringing peace and
reconciliation, not at the end of a sword, but through His own blood shed by
nails upon a cross.

The birth of this child was for this one purpose: To bring men and women
back into a relationship with God, that we might know true peace, God’s
Shalom. This is the gift that this child brings. He changes everything.
Forever.

Dear Lord, we are filled with anticipation for the coming again of Your
Son. We know that he is called the Prince of Peace, but we have little un-
derstanding of what that really means. We ask O Lord, that we may know
Your son as the ultimate gift this Advent season, that in Him we may be at
peace with each other and with You. As we receive Him, and the peace that
He brings, may our lives never be the same again. Amen

Ian Rankine



The Story of Promise Tuesday, December 24
“‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in
whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will

bring justice to the nations.’”

Isaiah 42:1

Imagine in a time of distress being told that God has provided a Deliverer
who he has chosen for us to uphold and delight upon. What a feeling of
relief and hope that must have been for the Israelites. When they cried out
for justice in their time of distress Isaiah reminded them that God has not
abandoned them. We are also reminded during the Christmas Season as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus that God has not abandoned us either. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior we are blessed with God’s presence in our
lives. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God wants each of us to allow
Christ into our lives and work to make the world more fair and more just,
not only within our own homes and towns but for all nations, for everyone.

God incarnate in Jesus showed us the example to follow. Jesus leads us to
understand that we were all created for the rightful purpose of serving God
and serving each other. When we do so we are upheld by God through the
strength of his Spirit to perpetuate goodness and justice for all. In following
Jesus’ example, we can accept God’s blessings and embrace our higher
purpose, empowered by God to yield His all powerful Spirit for our higher
calling. We can overcome our imperfections that drive our lust for power,
addictions, need to control others, greed and other human faults that keep us
from living for our higher purpose. We can overcome the eternal struggle
between right and wrong within ourselves, our societies and our
governments and rely on God’s promise through Isaiah’s message of hope,
especially during this Christmas Season.

Heavenly Father, we thank You for blessing us with the opportunity to fol-
low Jesus Christ and live a life guided by the Holy Spirit. May we embrace
and live in Your blessings during this holiday season and throughout the
year. Please guide us to live in truth and justice every day of our lives and
when we fall short, please forgive us, and through the amazing power of Je-
sus Christ and the Holy Spirit, bring us back to You and a path of righteous-
ness. Amen.

Dave Govan
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The Story of Promise Wednesday, December 25
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and

will call him Immanuel.”

Isaiah 7:14

In Isaiah, chapter 7 verse 14, the lord tells a doubting and fearful King Ahaz
that “the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” In hindsight, with the
help of Matthew (Ch.1, v. 23) we can see clearly a link between this
prophecy and the birth of Jesus over 700 years later. However, King Ahaz
and the Israelites in those intervening centuries, did not know where, when
or even if God would provide the promised sign. King Ahaz may rightly
have felt that this sign was imminent. The sign itself—a virgin birth—may
well have been thought strange by King Ahaz and Jews over the centuries.

One wonders if the promise of such a sign was forgotten altogether by all
but the most devout scholars. Nevertheless, in providing the name
Immanuel, which means God with us, God may have been trying to convey
a truth that had immediate and enduring import. God seems to be urging the
King, and anyone who would listen, to understand that God is always with
us, no matter how bleak the outlook may appear and how uncertain the
future may be.

During this season of Advent, grant us faith to know that You are always
with us, Lord, even when we do not understand Your plan or see clearly the
path You have charted for us. Help us to be open to Your signs, and remem-
ber Your promise to always be with us. Amen

Tom Eicher
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