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November 16 and 17, 2019 

Consecration Sunday Weekend 

For it is in giving that we receive. 

~St. Francis of Assisi 

                  
 

 



 

Isaiah 5:1-7 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard 
5 Let me sing for my beloved     
my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 
    on a very fertile hill. 
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
    and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
    and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 
    but it yielded wild grapes. 
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
    and people of Judah, 
judge between me 
    and my vineyard. 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
    that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 
    why did it yield wild grapes? 
5 And now I will tell you 
    what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
    and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
    and it shall be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a waste; 
    it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
    and it shall be overgrown with  
briers and thorns; 
I will also command the clouds 
    that they rain no rain upon it. 
7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
    is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
    are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice, 
    but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, 
    but heard a cry! 
 

Today’s Scripture Reading    

11:1-5 The Peaceful Kingdom 
11 A shoot shall come out from the stump 
of Jesse,  and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of 
the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 
 
Mark 12:1-3  
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
12 Then he began to speak to them in para-
bles. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and 
built a watchtower; then he leased it to  
tenants and went to another country. 2 When 
the season came, he sent a slave to the ten-
ants to collect from them his share of the 
produce of the vineyard. 3 But they seized 
him, and beat him, and sent him away  
empty-handed. 



 

Order of Worship 

     Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall                                            
  

                     (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

*GATHERING SONGS O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                           

                                                         I Love to Tell the Story  
  TIME OF PRAYER   

 Congregational Response:  Hear our prayer.   

  SONG                                                        As the Deer                

  SCRIPTURE                                       Isaiah 5: 1-7, 11: 1-5 
   Mark 12: 1-3                             
  

  MESSAGE                                           Telling the Story                           Rev. Dennis W. Jones  

  OFFERING              

   SPECIAL MUSIC           More Precious Than Silver             by Lynn DeShazo          

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY     

*CLOSING SONG                           Take My Life and Let It Be                                            
(As we sing the dedication hymn, please come forward  

  and place your pledge card and time and talent commitment in the chest.   
      Please return to your seat to receive the benediction.)       

  WORD OF BLESSING       

    

  
                              

Special thanks to our Greeters this evening, Chris and Jon Whitlock. 



 

Order of Worship 

10:00  a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
                   November 17, 2019          consecration sunday 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

              
       PRELUDE                                    My Shepherd, the King of Love                   arr. Joshua Evanovich 

       Knox Bell Choir   

       INTROIT    In His Hands arr. by Anna Laura Page 

                                                                        Little Voices Choir  and Jean Anne Shafferman 
        Beth Donley, director and Annabelle DiGiorno, piano 

       CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                         
                                     

Leader:   Hope in God, who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them. 
    Hope in God, who keeps faith forever. 
People:   I will praise God as long as I live; 
               I will sing praises to my God while I have being. 
Leader:   Come, let us worship God. 

     *OPENING HYMN                         I Love to Tell the Story                                       HYMN 462                             

        PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)           
 Merciful God, 
 take pity on us as we confess our sin.  
 We are not the stewards Christ calls us to be. 
 Riches possess us while others go hungry.  
 We mismanage creation with our pollution and strife.   
 Your goodness is betrayed by our lust for power. 
 We abuse your provision for us by our selfish desires. 
 Help us to hear once again Christ’s call to be faithful,   
 and through him forgive us as we repent of our sin and turn from it. Amen.  

       SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 

       ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

      *RESPONSE OF PRAISE                    God of Forgiveness                      by Chris Fortin 

                



 

 .    

  

 
*THE PEACE                         
          Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                       The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        People:   and also with you. 
        Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.                      

  CHILDREN’S ANTHEM                  A Thanksgiving Blessing                         by Anna Laura Page 

                                                                          Joyful Noise Choir   and Jean Anne Shafferman 

  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                 Stacy Currie               

                                                       O Come, with Body and Mind                        by Helen Kemp     

                        O, Come, with body and mind. O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
                                  Come, let’s sing and rejoice. 

                               (Children ages 3-grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.  
                                  Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles & Bagels.  
                                Nursery care is available for children ages 2 years and younger. )  

*HYMN                                             Come Sing, O Church, in Joy                              HYMN 305  

  WORDS OF WELCOME 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY         

  MINUTE FOR MISSION   Stewardship 2020                                   John Mauro  

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                Dr. Maureen Paterson 

   OFFERTORY                                             Christ, the Vine                         Words by Edith Downing 

               Sanctuary Choir                Music by Robert J. Powell 

  Christ, the vine, and God, the gardener, we, the branches bearing fruit 

  We can bring forth shoots of promise when our lives in Christ take root 

  Christ, the fruit from Jesse springing, you fulfilled the prophet’s trust 

  And you pray that we, your body, will fulfill your trust in us 

  Christ, may we submit to pruning that we bear more grapes for wine 

  Help us, when we’re overburdened, draw new strength from you, the vine 

  You made us to be partners growing Spirit’s fruit anew 

  Keep us one in love together: you in us, and we in you. 
     

    *DOXOLOGY               Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                  HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

    

         
       
              

   
         

        

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

It’s Consecration Sunday Weekend! 
This weekend during worship we will dedicate our 
2020 pledges to the glory of God.  During the  
Dedication Hymn, you are invited to come forward 
and, as an act of worship, add your completed Pledge 
Card to the offering.  You may also put your Pledge 
Card in the offering plate.  The teaching of the New 
Testament encourages giving in proportion to our indi-
vidual blessings received, not out of obligation, but in 
joyful gratitude for all the God has given us.  

Stewardship 2020 

“Let those who have been set 
free by the Lord tell their  
story.”  ~Psalm 107:2 

   PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

   THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

             Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   SCRIPTURE LESSONS                    Isaiah 5: 1-7, 11: 1-5                                         p. 634 OT 
                                                                      Mark 12: 1-3                                                  p. 48 NT     
      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
      People:  Thanks be to God.      

   SERMON                                             Telling the Story                        Rev. Dennis W. Jones                                       

   DEDICATION OF 2020 PLEDGES 

 *DEDICATION HYMN                        Take My Life                                            HYMN 697 

                    (As we sing the dedication hymn, please come forward using the center aisle 
                        and place your pledge card and time and talent commitment in the chest.  
      Return to your pew using the side aisle.) 

 *BENEDICTION 

   POSTLUDE                                          Simple Gifts                                         by Joseph Brackett 

Spring 2020 Men’s Retreat 
Calling all men!  Would you enjoy a chance to deepen friendships with other men in our 
church, and to deepen your faith in God? Please let Reverend Dennis Jones or Peggy Eicher 
(eicherfam@optonline.net) know if you’d like to participate in or help plan a BRPC Men’s 
Retreat to be offered this spring. 

 Men’s Ministry 



 

The Rosebud on the Communion Table celebrates the birth of Scarlett May Williams 
on November 6, 2019, daughter of Shaw and Allison Williams, granddaughter of  
Nancy Williams. 

Stephen Ministry 

Today at 3:00 p.m. in the Church House Parlor 
Stephen Ministry presents "Addiction: Signs, Symptoms and Stories of Hope" 
Join us as we are led in discussion by Suzanne Higgins, Addiction Counselor from Good 
News Home for Women.  We will also hear stories of successfully overcoming addiction 
from some of the residents of GNHW.  Please join us to gain a better understanding of this 
disease and learn ways to support those struggling with this issue.   

Our Greeters this morning are Wendy and Mike Gallegly and Ruth Gombas. 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Nancy Williams, in celebration of the birth of her granddaughter Scarlett May  
   Williams, daughter of Shaw and Allison Williams, on November 6. 

~ In loving memory of father, Arthur Teager, on what would have been his 93rd birthday 
and in loving memory of mother, Gloria and brothers, Robert and David, by Dolly and 
Steve Tharp.  

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There is one  
pier opening on November 24 and two pier openings on December 15  
and 22. If you would like to donate an ar rangement, please contact  
our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at 908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays are available on our website at www.brpc.org.  
To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the main menu. 

All Cluster Deacon Brunch is Today! 
Join us in Westminster Hall for the All Cluster Deacon Brunch today following the 10 a.m. 
worship service!  Please bring a salad, main dish, or bread and dessert.   The Deacons will 
be hosting and we hope you will join the fun to greet old friends, and to meet new ones.  
Children are welcome of course!  We look forward to seeing you there! 

    Community-wide Interfaith Thanksgiving Service—All are Welcome! 
Tuesday, November 26 from 7-8 p.m. at St. Marks Episcopal Church 

140 South Finley Avenue, Basking Ridge 



 

 Children and Family Ministries 

Nursery Care 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery dur-
ing our 10 a.m. Sunday morning service. Pagers are used to contact parents during the wor-
ship service when necessary.  This service is also live-streamed into the nursery for parents 
who want to stay with their children.  
 

Sunday School is in full swing and the children are really enjoying “I Love to Tell the  
Story.” We invite all children ages 3 yrs-5th grade to join us on Sundays during the 10:00 
a.m. service.  
 

Acolytes 
Children in 2nd - 5th grade are eligible to become Acolytes and light the candles before the 
10 a.m. Sunday service. If your child is interested, please contact Stacy at scurrie@brpc.org 
in advance.  
 

Children’s Mid Week Ministry Program is a faith-filled fun time on Tuesday afternoons. 
We combine Choir with Ms. Donley with Bible time, crafts, games and snacks. Join us from 
4:15-5:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall. 
 

Please check out our Traveling Library bags housed in the Church house library. We 
have books on many topics such as kindness, bullying, illness, death, divorce and more. For 
a full list of topics, please visit our website or contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org. 

 

 
 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

Collection of Women's Clothing - Gently-Used and New 
We have an opportunity help women transitioning from prison to the community at the 
Bo Robinson Transitional Center in Trenton.  Some women do not have family support 
and need clothing to begin their new life.  The women need fall and winter gently-used 
or new clothing of all sizes— especially jeans, slacks, tops, sweaters, coats and sweat 
suits (pants and top).  New bras, underwear and socks, any sizes, are also very much 
needed.  Please leave donations in the box in Westminster Hall, or in the box in the coat 
rack area near the church house parlor, by Nov. 29.  Thank you from Mission Council! 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op  
Pantry to help those in need in our surrounding community.  Donations may  
be brought to the church house.  Thanks for your generous support! 

November - 28 oz. canned whole tomatoes       December - 26 oz. pasta sauce  

mailto:scurrie@brpc.org


 

Middle School Fellowship meets Wednesdays in the Youth Center from 6-7:30 p.m. After 
dinner, we offer a variety of activities, that include spiritual, service, social and study. This is 
for all 6th - 8th graders.   

Nov. 20—After dinner at 6 p.m., Chris Fortin will help us practice Christmas carols while 
ringing chimes.  Then at 6:45 p.m., parents and youth will meet to discuss and vote on our 
summer workcamp options. 
 

Middle School Bibles and Bagels meets on Sundays (except for 1st Sunday of the month). 
We begin in worship and head to the library at about 10:15 a.m. for fresh bagels and a lively  
discussion about how the Bible verses read today in worship apply to you.  
 
Middle School Summer Workcamp Info. Session for Parents! 
All Middle School (6th - 8th gr) youth, parents and advisors are invited to join us on 
Wednesday, November 20 in the Youth Center. Come at 6 p.m. for dinner with our  
middle school youth group, or come at 6:45 p.m. for our meeting.  We will discuss and  
consider options for next summer’s mission trip. 
 
Middle School Friday Night Fun—Trip to Laser Tag! Nov. 22 from 4:30-9 p.m. 
All middle schoolers are invited for a great night of service and social activities.  We will 
bake Christmas cookies to give to seniors and we’ll go to Branchburg Sports Complex for 2 
games of laser tag and arcade games. Discounted cost is $20.  Dinner will be provided.   
Parents: can you drive to BSC? Please let Cathi know at 908-240-2060.  
 

Senior High Youth Fellowship  
We meet about twice a month from 6-7:30 p.m. and begin with dinner, followed by service, 
spiritual study and social activities.  Feel free to stay from 7:30-8 p.m. to hang out with 
friends. 
Nov. 24—Join us for dinner at 6 p.m. in Westminster Hall. Gary will be grilling! After, we 
will make chocolate chip cookies and prepare boxes to be mailed to our college-aged friends. 
 

Next Level Small Group High School Bible Study for Senior High Students  
We will meet for the final Wednesday night from 7:45-9 p.m. to discuss “Relationships.” All 
are welcome!  November 20—”How can I honor my parents?” 
 

Young Adult Overnight Reunion in NYC—Dec. 27-28   Open to ages 18-30 yrs.! 
Join Cathi and Carl Barta on Friday, Dec. 27, as we head into NYC! 
We will stay at Chelsea International Hostel in lower Manhattan and spend time in fellow-
ship, service and faith sharing. We may go to experience  
Arcadia Earth before selecting a local restaurant for dinner. On Saturday 
morning, we will prepare and serve breakfast to about 140 people at the 
Meatloaf Soup Kitchen in the Cardianal Spellman Center, and return to 
BRPC that afternoon. 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

http://WORKCAMP.INFO


 

The Advent Festival is a wonderful tradition for the entire family!  
Please join us Sunday December 15, for a very special celebration of the  
Advent Season. Following the 10 a.m. children’s musical worship service, 
join us for our Candy Land themed Advent Festival in Westminster Hall with 
lots of fun crafts and sweet treats! You will not want to miss this! For more 
information please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org 

Alternative Gift Giving and Homespun Holidays/Winter Market  
at Bishop Janes United Methodist Church—December 7,  12 p.m. – 7p.m. 
The Mission council is again joining Bishop Janes during their Homespun Holidays Bazaar/
Winter Market to support mission work locally, nationally, and worldwide. We will have a 
table there to support BRPC’s alternative gift giving event. This year we will focus on God’s 
Co-op Food Pantry, Elizabethport, IHN, Ecuador, Haiti, Village2Village Project in Uganda, 
and Hurricane Disaster Relief.  Mission Council will be offering these gifts after worship on  
December 7-8 and 14-15. You can also contact Maureen Paterson to make a gift. 

The Christmas Season 

The Giving Tree 
Once again we have the opportunity to bless others during this Christmas sea-
son.  The Giving Tree is up in Westminster Hall and has been filled with or-
naments detailing a wish from one of our mission partners.  This year there 
are gifts for God's Co-op Pantry clients, Homeless Solutions, IHN and wom-
en of the Bo Robinson Transitional Center.  Please take an ornament (or 
two!) and purchase the item listed and return to the Church Office or the tree by December 
15th.  This deadline ensures that all gifts are distributed to the recipients prior to Christ-
mas.  Thank you for your support of this incredibly meaningful ministry.  We have many 
requests for gift cards and ask that these be dropped off at the Church Office.  

Order Your Poinsettias by Monday, December 9 
Poinsettias will grace our sanctuary again this Christmas season. If you wish 
to contribute to the fund for these flowers, in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please call the church house or email Cara Burchett at  
cburchett@brpc.org by Monday, December 9.  The cost is $15.  We will list 
the honored names in the bulletin on the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 22. 

29th Annual Cookie Walk—Saturday, December 7 from 10 a.m. –12 noon 
Come to the annual Cookie Walk at the Visiting Nurse Association, 200 Mt. Airy Road in 
Basking Ridge.  Walk around and purchase your favorite home-baked cookies! Proceeds 
benefit the Adult Day Center of the VNA of Somerset Hills. We hope to see you there! 



 

Fellowship 



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 
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Weekly Calendar  

CONSECRATION SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 17 

Confirmation Small Group, 8:30 am  Youth Center 
Adult Small Group, 8:45 am ............. Parlor 
Worship, 10:00 am  ........................... Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am ................. Education Bldg. 
Bibles & Bagels, 10:00 am ............... Library 
All Cluster Brunch, 11:00 am ........... Westminster Hall 
Stephen Ministry Program, 3:00 pm . Parlor 
Confirmation Small Group, 4:30 pm  Youth Center 

MONDAY—NOVEMBER 18 

Youth & Young Adult Min., 7:00 pm Youth Center 
Children & Family Min., 7:15 pm .... Stacy’s Office 
Personnel Council, 7:30 pm .............. Library 

TUESDAY—NOVEMBER 19 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am .............. Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ................ Knox Room 
Small Group, 7:15 pm ....................... Parlor 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................ Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............. Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—NOVEMBER 20    

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am ........ Parlor 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm . Youth Center 
MS Workcamp Planning Mtg., 6:45 pm Youth Center 
Oratorio Choir, 7:00 pm ................... Knox Room 
Next Level Bible Study, 7:45 pm ..... Youth Center 

THURSDAY—NOVEMBER 21 

Saturday Music Team, 6:00 pm ........ Knox Room 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ................. Knox Room 
Oratorio Choir, 8:15 pm ................... Knox Room 

FRIDAY—NOVEMBER 22 

Middle School Friday Fun, 4:30 pm . Youth Center 

SATURDAY—NOVEMBER 16 

Saturday Worship Service, 5:00 pm . Westminster Hall 

Special Worship Services       
Nov. 26  Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Dec. 1    First Weekend in Advent 
Dec. 8    Christmas Oratorio  
Dec. 14  ‘Appy Christmas Party 
Dec. 15  Children’s Musical  
   Advent Festival 


