


 

Jeremiah 33:14-18 New Revised Standard Version  
The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a right-
eous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
17 For thus says the Lord: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of 
Israel, 18 and the levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offer-
ings, to make grain offerings, and to make sacrifices for all time. 

Today’s Scripture Reading    

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Basking Ridge Presbyter ian Church. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 
Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, sound amplification headsets are available from 
the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.  

Welcome 



 

Order of Worship 
     Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall                                            

  
                     (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

*GATHERING SONGS        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                           
                                                   Come, Thou  Long-Expected Jesus  
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                       The Dresner Family  
            Reader:   We begin this season with expectation and hope.      

People:   We seek Your presence in our midst. 
Reader:   As we light the first candle of advent, we pray  
     that we will be reminded of God’s promises to His people. 
People:   We look for signs of Your promises fulfilled.   
    We wait with patience for promises to be realized. 
Reader:   We wait Lord, with hope in our hearts. 
People:   Come now Lord, come even now and enter our world.   

  SONG                                               Emmanuel, Emmanuel                
  FAITH TESTIMONY           Edith Bryan 
  SCRIPTURE                                         Jeremiah 33: 14-18   Caitlyn Costello 

  MESSAGE                                                                                        Dr. Maureen Paterson  
   
  OFFERING           
   THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
   SPECIAL MUSIC                            I Surrender All 
  THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    
  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY     
*CLOSING SONG                                Lead Me, Guide Me     

  WORD OF BLESSING       

Special thanks to our Greeter this evening, Sally Warman. 
Advent Devotionals are available in the Narthex and Westminster Hall.  

The Devotions were written by members of our congregation.   
Special thanks to all those who contributed!                        



 

Order of Worship 
10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 

              December 1, 2018              the first sunday in advent 
(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 

and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  
   

  PRELUDE   People, Look East      arr. Chris Fortin 
      Handbell Ensemble & Harp 
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                          The Ward Family                                                                                   
            Reader:   We begin this season with expectation and hope.      

People:   We seek Your presence in our midst. 
Reader:   As we light the first candle of advent, we pray  
     that we will be reminded of God’s promises to His people. 
People:   We look for signs of Your promises fulfilled.   
    We wait with patience for promises to be realized. 
Reader:   We wait Lord, with hope in our hearts. 
People:   Come now Lord, come even now and enter our world. 

*HYMN             O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 5, 6, 7)                   HYMN 88        
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)              
 Lord, have mercy on us.  
 We are not ready for your coming.  
 We live in sin, as though there were no justice.  
 We live in fear, as though there were no grace.  
 We live in a state of worry, as though there were no hope.  
 Forgive us, Lord. 
 Show us your mercy and steadfast love.  
 Lead us in your truth, and teach us your paths, 
 for you are the God of our salvation.  Amen.     
  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 
  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 *RESPONSE OF PRAISE           The Story of Your Birth                             by Chris Fortin 

 
 
 

             



 

 .    
  
 
*THE PEACE                         
          Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
                       The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        People:   and also with you. 
        Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.                      
  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                 Stacy Currie               
                                                       O Come, with Body and Mind                        by Helen Kemp     
                        O, Come, with body and mind. O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
                                  Come, let’s sing and rejoice. 
                                (Children ages 3-grade 2 are invited to attend Sunday School.  
                                    Children in grades 3 and up are invited to remain in worship.  
                                 Nursery care is available for children ages 2 years and younger. )  
*HYMN                                          Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                           HYMN 82 
  WORDS OF WELCOME 
  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 
  FAITH TESTIMONY           Joan Eichhorn 
  SUNG RESPONSE             Lord, Prepare Me (sing 2x)                      HYMN 701 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON                            Jeremiah 33: 14-18                                            p. 738 OT                   
      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
      People:  Thanks be to God.      
  MEDITATION                                            Story of Promise                      Rev. Dennis W. Jones  

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                Dr. Maureen Paterson 
   OFFERTORY                                      O Come, Emmanuel            by Elaine Hagenberg 
                 Sanctuary Choir & Merynda Adams, harp              
       

    *DOXOLOGY               Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                  HYMN 606                                                
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  INVITATION 
  PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 Minister: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Minister: Lift up your hearts 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

    Minister: Let us pray...…  
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

We are Grateful for the Generosity  
of the Congregation 
Thank you to the 156 individuals and families who 
have made pledge commitments for 2020 totaling 
$608,684. We are excited and encouraged by the 11 
new pledges totaling $9,860 included in this total.  
Those of you still in thought and prayer about your 
commitment to the mission and ministry of our church 
are encouraged to return a pledge card as soon as possi-
ble so we can complete our plans for the coming year.  
We are counting on you! 

 

Stewardship 2020 

“Let those who have been set 
free by the Lord tell their  
story.”  ~Psalm 107:2 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  SERVING THE BREAD AND FRUIT OF THE VINE 
     (Gluten free Communion Bread is offered in the center of the bread dish for those who need it.) 
          COMMUNION MUSIC     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      arr. M. H. Cambern 
    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming/Bring a Torch Jeannette Isabella 
              Merynda Adams, harp    arr. D. R. Rohrbacher 
      PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
   Minister: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
    in which you have given yourself to us. 

 People: Grant that we may go into the world  
  in the strength of your Spirit, 
 All: In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

*CLOSING HYMN                        Arise, Your Light Is Come                           HYMN 744                   
*BENEDICTION 
  POSTLUDE                                     What Child is This?                              arr. Kim Robertson 
         Merynda Adams, harp 
 
          Advent Devotionals are available in the Narthex and Westminster Hall.               
             The Devotions were written by members of our congregation. 
         Special thanks to all those who contributed!                                   



 

  

Our Greeters this morning are Hal and Jann Slapin.   
Join us for the Coffee and Fellowship in Westminster Hall following the service,  
hosted by Ken, Karen and Eric Skoglund.  

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~ In loving memory of Rich Ledder. We love you and miss you every day.  Love from  
 Connie, Erika and Jason. 
~ In loving memory of Anne Roy Warman, by her niece, Wendy Potter. 
~ In loving memory of Hildegard, by Herb Kimmich. 
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are two  
pier openings for January 5, 12 and 19. If you would like to donate  
an arrangement, please contact our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at   
908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays are available on our website at www.brpc.org.  
To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the main menu. 

 Call for Special Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation December 8 
A Special Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 
will be held in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 8, 2019 immediately following the 10 
a.m. worship service. This meeting is called for the election of new a Trustee to fill a va-
cancy on the board, and for the transaction of such other business as may properly come 
before the Congregation.   ~November 24, 2019   Jay Link       Tina Bramel 
                                  President of Trustees    Clerk of Session 

Advent Sermon Series 
Advent Theme 
This year the holy season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 1, 
and lasts for four weeks.  Advent is a season celebrated in many 
Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting.  It is a time of pre-
paring to celebrate the birth of Christ long ago in Bethlehem, and to 
celebrate his promise to be born anew into each of our lives and into 
our world that is so in need of his healing and his hope. Our theme 
for this Advent is "Story of Promise.”  How have you seen God’s 
promises fulfilled in your life?  What promise of God do you need to 
hear anew this Christmas?   



 

Fellowship 

 Children and Family Ministries 
Nursery Care 
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery dur-
ing our 10 a.m. Sunday morning service. Pagers are used to contact parents during the wor-
ship service when necessary.  This service is also live-streamed into the nursery for parents 
who want to stay with their children.  
 

Sunday School is in full swing and the children are really enjoying “I Love to Tell the  
Story.” We invite all children ages 3 yrs-5th grade to join us on Sundays during the 10:00 
a.m. service.  
 

Acolytes 
Children in 2nd - 5th grade are eligible to become Acolytes and light the candles before the 
10 a.m. Sunday service. If your child is interested, please contact Stacy at scurrie@brpc.org 
in advance.  
 

Children’s Mid Week Ministry Program is a faith-filled fun time on Tuesday afternoons. 
We combine Choir with Ms. Donley with Bible time, crafts, games and snacks. Join us from 
4:15-5:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall. 
 

Please check out our Traveling Library bags housed in the Church house library. We 
have books on many topics such as kindness, bullying, illness, death, divorce and more. For 
a full list of topics, please visit our website or contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org. 

mailto:scurrie@brpc.org


 

Middle School Fellowship meets Wednesdays in the Youth Center .  This month we are 
starting early—meeting from 5:15-7:30 p.m. After dinner, we offer a variety of activities, 
that include spiritual, service, social and study. This is for all 6th - 8th graders.   
Wed., Dec. 4 - Join us for a quick dinner at 5:15 p.m. before we head up to Market Street 
Mission in Morristown, to decorate their kitchen with your artistry, and to hear a testimony 
from one of the men living there. 
 
 

Middle School Bibles and Bagels meets on Sundays (except for 1st Sunday of the month). 
We begin in worship and head to the library at about 10:15 a.m. for fresh bagels and a lively  
discussion about how the Bible verses read today in worship apply to you.  
 
Confirmation Youth, Parents and Mentors - our next family dinner is Sunday, Dec. 8 
from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center. Remember to sign up for what you are bringing 
on Sign Up Genius. 
 
Senior High Youth Fellowship 
We meet about twice a month from 6-7:30 p.m. and begin with dinner, followed by service, 
spiritual, study and social activities.  Feel free to stay from 7:30-8 p.m. to hang out with 
friends. 
Dec. 15 - Come for our annual High School Christmas Dinner and Gift Exchange from 6 - 8 
p.m. Bring a $15 wrapped gift to exchange. Let me know if you can supply an appetizer or a 
dessert. 
 

Young Adult Overnight Reunion in NYC—Dec. 27-28   Open to ages 18-30 yrs.! 
Join Cathi and Carl Barta on Friday, Dec. 27, as we head into NYC! 
We will stay at Chelsea International Hostel in lower Manhattan and spend time in fellow-
ship, service and faith sharing. We may go to experience Arcadia Earth before selecting a 
local restaurant for dinner. On Saturday we will prepare and serve breakfast to about 140 
people at the Meatloaf Soup Kitchen in the Cardinal Spellman Center, and return to BRPC 
that afternoon. RSVP to Cathi at 908-240-2060. 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Spring 2020 Men’s Retreat 
Calling all men!  Would you enjoy a chance to deepen friendships with other men in our 
church, and to deepen your faith in God? Please let Reverend Dennis Jones or Peggy Eicher 
(eicherfam@optonline.net) know if you’d like to participate in or help plan a BRPC Men’s 
Retreat to be offered this spring. 

 Men’s Ministry 



 

The Advent Festival is a wonderful tradition for the entire family!  
Please join us Sunday December 15, for a very special celebration of the  
Advent Season. Following the 10 a.m. children’s musical worship service, 
join us for our Candy Land themed Advent Festival in Westminster Hall with 
lots of fun crafts and sweet treats! You will not want to miss this! For more 
information please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org 

Alternative Gift Giving and Homespun Holidays/Winter Market  
at Bishop Janes United Methodist Church—December 7,  12 p.m. – 7p.m. 
The Mission council is again joining Bishop Janes during their Homespun Holidays Bazaar/
Winter Market to support mission work locally, nationally, and worldwide. We will have a 
table there to support BRPC’s alternative gift giving event. This year we will focus on God’s 
Co-op Food Pantry, Elizabethport, IHN, Ecuador, Haiti, Village2Village Project in Uganda, 
and Hurricane Disaster Relief.  Mission Council will be offering these gifts after worship on  
December 7-8 and 14-15. You can also contact Maureen Paterson to make a gift. 

The Christmas Season 

The Giving Tree 
Once again we have the opportunity to bless others during this Christmas sea-
son.  The Giving Tree is up in Westminster Hall and has been filled with or-
naments detailing a wish from one of our mission partners.  This year there 
are gifts for God's Co-op Pantry clients, Homeless Solutions, IHN and wom-
en of the Bo Robinson Transitional Center.  Please take an ornament (or 
two!) and purchase the item listed and return to the Church Office or the tree by December 
15th.  This deadline ensures that all gifts are distributed to the recipients prior to Christ-
mas.  Thank you for your support of this incredibly meaningful ministry.  We have many 
requests for gift cards and ask that these be dropped off at the Church Office.  

Order Your Poinsettias by Monday, December 9 
Poinsettias will grace our sanctuary again this Christmas season. If you wish 
to contribute to the fund for these flowers, in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please call the church house or email Cara Burchett at  
cburchett@brpc.org by Monday, December 9.  The cost is $15.  We will list 
the honored names in the bulletin on the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 22. 

29th Annual Cookie Walk—Saturday, December 7 from 10 a.m. –12 noon 
Come to the annual Cookie Walk at the Visiting Nurse Association, 200 Mt. Airy Road in 
Basking Ridge.  Walk around and purchase your favorite home-baked cookies! Proceeds 
benefit the Adult Day Center of the VNA of Somerset Hills. We hope to see you there! 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Please bring in donations for God’s Co-Op Pantry to help those in need in  
our surrounding community.  Donations may be brought to the church house.   
Thanks for your generous support!    December - 26 oz. pasta sauce  
 



 

Music Ministries 



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 
 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 

 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones ......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 
  Dr. Maureen Paterson ......................... ext. 11 
Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  
Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 
Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ...................................... ext. 14 
Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ......................................... ext. 22 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ....................................... ext. 22 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ........................................ ext. 21 
Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ...................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Administrative Assistant 
 Michelle Lew ...................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  ................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 
 All the People 
Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT—DECEMBER 1 
Worship, 10:00 am  ........................... Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am ................. Education Bldg. 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 am .............. Westminster Hall 
Nominating Committee, 11:15 am.... Library 
MONDAY—DECEMBER 2 
Shelter Friends, 12:00 pm ................. Parlor 
Confirmand Service Trip, 4:30 pm ... Off-Site 
Session, 7:30 pm ............................... Parlor 
TUESDAY—DECEMBER 3 
Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am .............. Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ................ Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm............. Parlor 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................ Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............. Youth Center 
WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 4 
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am ........ Parlor 
Middle School Fellowship, 5:15 pm . Youth Center 
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ............... Parlor 
THURSDAY—DECEMBER 5 
Oratorio Choir, 7:00 pm ........................... Knox Room 
FRIDAY—DECEMBER 6 
SATURDAY—DECEMBER 7 
Oratorio Dress Rehearsal, 9:00 am ... Sanctuary 
Saturday Worship Service, 5:00 pm . Westminster Hall 

Christmas Worship Services 
 
Christmas Eve, December 24           
 
4:30 p.m. Children’s Service  
  Children’s Choir 

7:00 p.m. Caroling on the Green  
7:35 p.m. Family Service 
  Children’s and Youth Choirs 
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service   
  Alumni, Sanctuary Choirs and  
             Handbell Ensemble 

Christmas Day, December 25 
11:00 a.m. Informal “Come As You Are” Service 


