The Presbyterian Church
BASKING RIDGE, NEW JERSEY

FOUNDED CIRCA 1717

November 9 and 10, 2019

The most obvious lesson in Christ’s teaching is that there is no
happiness in having or getting anything, but only in giving.
~Henry Drummond

Today’s Scripture Reading
Hosea 11: 1-9 New Revised Standard Version
God’s Compassion Despite Israel’s Ingratitude
11 When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called my son.
2
The more I called them, the more they went from me;
they kept sacrificing to the Baals,
and offering incense to idols.
3
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
I took them up in my arms;
but they did not know that I healed them.
4
I led them with cords of human kindness,
with bands of love.
I was to them like those
who lift infants to their cheeks.
I bent down to them and fed them.
5
They shall return to the land of Egypt,
and Assyria shall be their king,
because they have refused to return to me.
6
The sword rages in their cities,
it consumes their oracle-priests,
and devours because of their schemes.
7
My people are bent on turning away from me.
To the Most High they call,
but he does not raise them up at all.
8
How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, O Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboiim?
My heart recoils within me;
my compassion grows warm and tender.
9
I will not execute my fierce anger;
I will not again destroy Ephraim;
for I am God and no mortal,
the Holy One in your midst,
and I will not come in wrath.
Psalm 107:2 New International Reader's Version
2
Let those who have been set free by the Lord tell their story.

Order of Worship
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall
(Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

CALL TO WORSHIP
*GATHERING SONGS
TIME OF PRAYER

Great Are You, Lord
Great is Thy Faithfulness

Congregational Response: Hear our prayer.
SONG
Your Grace is Sufficient
SCRIPTURE

Hosea 11: 1-9, Psalm 107:2

MESSAGE

Rev. Ian Rankine

PRAYER

Michelle Ortega

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

Arms Open Wide

by Sam Knock

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY
“I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY” VIDEO MESSAGE
*CLOSING SONG
WORD OF BLESSING

Step By Step

Order of Worship
November 10, 2019

10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary

32nd Sunday in ordinary time

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)

PRELUDE

Dolce from Organ Symphony No. 4
Bill Watson, organ

CALL TO WORSHIP

*OPENING HYMN

by Charles Marie Widor

Dr. Maureen Paterson

I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art

HYMN 624

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

All-wise God,
You know how much we enjoy being honored above others,
and how often we resent the special respect others receive.
You are aware of the shortcuts we take for our own advantage.
You see the ways we pretend to be more than we are.
You observe not only our actions but our motives as well.
We need your help to put away all that is false
and to discover our true identity as your children.
Lift us up in your forgiving love, we pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
God of Forgiveness

*Those who are able are invited to stand.

by Chris Fortin

.
*THE PEACE

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: and also with you.
Leader: I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
PRESENTATION

Oliver Eli Skow

Son of Michael and Maggie Skow
Sponsors: John Madonia and Jenny Plummer

PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)

Elder Peggy Eicher

Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith”

In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism,
fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people.
We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Elder: Do you, as members of this church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
nurture Oliver by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to
know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of this church?
If so, please say “we do.”
People: We do.
THE BAPTISM
PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS
WELCOME

Elder: Let us welcome Oliver.
People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church
to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ.
(Children ages 3-grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.
Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles & Bagels.
Nursery care is available for children ages 2 years and younger. )

*HYMN
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
WORDS OF WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY
MINUTE FOR MISSION

Stewardship 2020

HYMN 39

Jay Link

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Hosea 11: 1-9 (p. 842 OT)
Psalm 107: 2 (p. 559 OT)

Katie Pinto

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
The God of One More Chance

Rev. Dennis W. Jones

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING

Thy Perfect Love

OFFERTORY

Sanctuary Choir

Text based on Ephesians 5:1-2
Music by K. Lee Scott

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
HYMN 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

“I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY” VIDEO MESSAGE
*CLOSING HYMN
*BENEDICTION

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

HYMN 700

Special Thanks to Bill Watson,
for sharing his gift of music with us while Chris Fortin is on vacation.

Stewardship 2020
November 16 and 17 is Consecration Weekend!
What’s your role in the unfolding narrative of God here
at our church? Next weekend during worship, we will
dedicate our 2020 pledges to the glory of God. Please
bring your completed pledge cards and we will offer our
thanks, pledges and tithes to God. Pledge packets have
been mailed. Extra packets can be found in the Narthex
and in Westminster Hall. Your faith, your involvement,
and your financial commitment is what allows this
church and it’s ministries to exist. How is God calling
you to give and to make a difference?

“Let those who have been set
free by the Lord tell their
story.” ~Psalm 107:2

Children and Family Ministries
Nursery Care
Childcare for infants and children ages 2 and younger is available in the church nursery during our 10 a.m. Sunday morning service. Pagers are used to contact parents during the worship service when necessary. This service is also live-streamed into the nursery for parents
who want to stay with their children.
Sunday School is in full swing and the childr en ar e r eally enjoying “I Love to Tell the
Story.” We invite all children ages 3 yrs-5th grade to join us on Sundays during the 10:00
a.m. service.

Acolytes
Children in 2nd - 5th grade are eligible to become Acolytes and light the candles before the
10 a.m. Sunday service. If your child is interested, please contact Stacy at scurrie@brpc.org
in advance.
Children’s Mid Week Ministry Program is a faith-filled fun time on Tuesday afternoons.
We combine Choir with Ms. Donley with Bible time, crafts, games and snacks. Join us from
4:15-5:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall.
Please check out our Traveling Library bags housed in the Chur ch house libr ar y. We
have books on many topics such as kindness, bullying, illness, death, divorce and more. For
a full list of topics, please visit our website or contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org.

Our Advent Festival is Sunday December 15 following the Childr en’s Musical. The
theme this year is Candy Land. Please join us for fun and fellowship in Westminster Hall
following the 10:00 a.m. service.

Men’s Ministry
Spring 2020 Men’s Retreat
Calling all men! Would you enjoy a chance to deepen friendships with other men in our
church, and to deepen your faith in God? Please let Reverend Dennis Jones or Peggy Eicher
(eicherfam@optonline.net) know if you’d like to participate in or help plan a BRPC Men’s
Retreat to be offered this spring.

Women’s Ministry
You’ll Be in Stitches
We have organized a group of knitters and crocheters who create prayer shawls for those
who need the physical and emotional comfort they bring. Directions, suggestions, and even
yarn is available. Join them at 10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month in the Church
Parlor and share this opportunity to spread the warmth of God’s love. November’s meeting
is on Tuesday, November 12th at 10:30 a.m. in the Church House Parlor. With questions or
for more information, please call Sally Warman at 908-766-0490.

Church Family
The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:
~ By Jean Aurnhammer, in loving memory of her father, Bud Aurnhammer.
~ By Tom and Jill Brown, in honor or memory of our veterans as we celebrate Veterans
Day.
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members flowers
of the congregation. Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There is one
pier opening on November 24 and two pier openings on December 15
and 22. If you would like to donate an ar r angement, please contact
our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at 908-285-1638; e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org.

Our Greeter this morning is MJ Pinto.
Join us for the Coffee and Fellowship in Westminster Hall following the ser vice,
hosted by Jenny Speal.

Online Sermons

Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays are available on our website at www.brpc.org.
To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the main menu.

Deacon Ministry
All Cluster Deacon Brunch is Next Sunday!
Join us in Westminster Hall for the All Cluster Deacon Brunch on Sunday, November 17
following the 10 a.m. worship service! Please bring a salad, main dish, or bread and dessert.
Please let us know what you are bringing and how many people will be attending. The Deacons will be hosting and we hope you will join the fun to greet old friends, and to meet new
ones. Children are welcome of course! RSVP to your Cluster Deacon or sign up online at
brpc.org. We look forward to seeing you there!

Stephen Ministry
Sunday, November 17 at 3:00 p.m. in the Church House Parlor
Stephen Ministry presents "Addiction: Signs, Symptoms and Stories of Hope"
Join us as we are led in discussion by Suzanne Higgins, Addiction Counselor from Good
News Home for Women. We will also hear stories of successfully overcoming addiction
from some of the residents of GNHW. Please join us to gain a better understanding of this
disease and learn ways to support those struggling with this issue.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Middle School Fellowship meets Wednesdays in the Youth Center from 6-7:30 p.m. After
dinner, we offer a variety of activities, that include spiritual, service, social and study. This is
for all 6th - 8th graders.
Nov. 13—Arrive at 5:30 p.m. to our Youth Center . We will go to Ridge Oak Senior
Center for pizza and to lead Bingo with the residents.
Nov. 20—After dinner at 6 p.m., Chris Fortin will help us practice Christmas carols while
ringing chimes. Then at 6:45 p.m., parents and youth will meet to discuss and vote on our
summer workcamp options.
Middle School Bibles and Bagels meets on Sundays (except for 1st Sunday of the month).
We begin in worship and head to the library about 10:15 a.m. for fresh bagels and a lively
discussion about how the Bible verses read today in worship apply to you.
Middle School Summer Workcamp Info. Session for Parents!
All Middle School (6th - 8th gr) youth, parents and advisors are invited to join us on
Wednesday, November 20 in the Youth Center. Come at 6 p.m. for dinner with our
middle school youth group, or come at 6:45 p.m. for our meeting. We will discuss and
vote on 1 of 2 options being considered for next summer - return to the Jersey Shore or
go to Baltimore?

Senior High Youth Fellowship –Tonight!
We meet about twice a month from 6-7:30 p.m. and begin with dinner, followed by service,
spiritual study and social activities. Feel free to stay from 7:30-8 p.m. to hang out with
friends.
Tonight’s Meeting is from 5-8 p.m. (note early start time.) Trip to Laser Tag at Branchburg
Sports Center. Bring $20 and a water bottle. We will have pizza and play 3 games. RSVP
to Cathi at 908-240-2060. Note: if possible, bring packs of gum, hot chocolate, granola bars
or candy canes for our college-aged Christmas care packages.
Nov. 24—Join us for dinner at 6 p.m. in Westminster Hall. Gary will be grilling! After, we
will make chocolate chip cookies and prepare boxes to be mailed to our college-aged friends.

Next Level Small Group High School Bible Study
We will meet for the next two Wednesday nights from 7:45-9 p.m. Senior
High students selected “Relationships” as the topic for this 4-week small
group discussion. All are welcome!
November 13—”What kind of people does God want me to be around?”
November 20—”How can I honor my parents when I don’t feel like I love them?”

Opportunities to Give and Serve
Interfaith Hospitality Network Hosting Week Begins Today!
We are hosting homeless families here at BRPC beginning today through November 17. We need volunteers as evening, dinner and overnight hosts in addition to
helpers to set up beds. Please sign up after worship in Westminster Hall or online at
brpc.org and thanks for your generous support!
Collection of Women's Clothing - Gently-Used and New
We have an opportunity help women transitioning from prison to the community at the
Bo Robinson Transitional Center in Trenton. Some women do not have family support
and need clothing to begin their new life. The women need fall and winter gently-used
or new clothing of all sizes— especially jeans, slacks, tops, sweaters, coats and sweat
suits (pants and top). New bras, underwear and socks, any sizes, are also very much
needed. Please leave donations in the box in Westminster Hall, or in the box in the coat
rack area near the church house parlor, by Nov. 29. Thank you from Mission Council!
God’s Co-Op Pantry
Please bring in donations (listed below by month) for God’s Co-Op
Pantry to help those in need in our surrounding community. Donations may
be brought to the church house. Thanks for your generous support!
November - 28 oz. canned whole tomatoes
December - 26 oz. pasta sauce

Fellowship

Weekly Calendar

The Presbyterian Church

Interfaith Hospitality Hosting Week 11/10-17
SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 10

Adult Small Group, 8:45 am .............
Parlor
Worship, 10:00 am ...........................
Sanctuary
Sunday School, 10:00 am ................. Education Bldg.
Bibles & Bagels, 10:00 am ...............
Library
Fellowship Time, 11:00 am .............. Westminster Hall
Sr. High Youth Group, 5:00 pm .......
Off-Site
MONDAY—NOVEMBER 11

Leisure Learning, 9:00 am ................
Pantry Comm., 1:00 pm ....................
Mission Council, 7:00 pm.................
Trustees, 7:00 pm..............................
Worship and Music Council, 7:00 pm
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ............

Sanctuary
Parlor
Workroom
Parlor
Knox Room
Library

TUESDAY—NOVEMBER 12

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............
Geneva Room
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 10:30 am .....
Parlor
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm................
Knox Room
Small Group, 7:15 pm.......................
Parlor
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................
Knox Room
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............. Westminster Hall
WEDNESDAY—NOVEMBER 13

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am ........
Middle School Fellowship, 5:30 pm .
Oratorio Choir, 7:00 pm ...................
Cemetery Heritage Comm., 7:30 pm
Next Level Bible Study, 7:45 pm .....
THURSDAY—NOVEMBER 14

Saturday Music Team, 6:00 pm ........
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm .................
Oratorio Choir, 8:15 pm ...................

Parlor
Youth Center
Knox Room
Library
Youth Center
Knox Room
Knox Room
Knox Room

FRIDAY—NOVEMBER 15
SATURDAY—NOVEMBER 16

Saturday Worship Service, 5:00 pm . Westminster Hall

Special Worship Services
Nov. 17 Consecration Sunday Weekend
All Cluster Deacon Brunch
Dec. 1 First Weekend in Advent
Dec. 8 Christmas Oratorio
Dec. 14 ‘Appy Christmas Party
Dec. 15 Children’s Musical
Advent Festival
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