


 

Isaiah 40: 1-11 New Revised Standard Version  
God’s People Are Comforted 
40 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 

Today’s Scripture Reading    

We warmly welcome you to worship at The Basking Ridge Presbyter ian Church. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 
Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, sound amplification headsets are available from 
the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.  

Welcome 

10 See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs 
in his arms, and carry them in his  
bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. 



 

Order of Worship 
     Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall                                            

  
                     (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

   

  CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

*GATHERING SONGS    Come, Now Is the Time to Worship                           
                                                Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                      The McGuire Family  
            Reader:   In this season of preparation, we remember your promises.      

People:   We pray for your glory to be revealed. 
Reader:   As we light the second candle of Advent, we remember the love 
     God had for his people throughout the generations. 
People:   We remember the love that God has for us today.       
Reader:   We prepare the way for that love to be revealed to us once again. 
People:   Come now Lord, come even now and enter our world.   

  SONG                                                    Be the Center                
  SCRIPTURE                                         Isaiah 40: 1-11                                     

  MESSAGE                                                                                        Dr. Maureen Paterson  
   
  OFFERING           
  SPECIAL MUSIC                Your Grace Is Sufficient for Me 
  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

            For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    
  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY   
  MINUTE FOR MISSION               Stewardship 2020                    Chuck Miller 
*CLOSING SONG                                      Step By Step  

  WORD OF BLESSING       

      

Special thanks to our Greeter this evening, Patrick Doran. 
Advent Devotionals, written by members of our congregation,  

are available in the Narthex and Westminster Hall.  
                       



 

Order of Worship 
10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 

              December 8, 2019              the second sunday in advent 
(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 

and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  
   

  PRELUDE   Gloria           by Kevin McChesney 
      Knox Bell Choir 
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                        The Bastow Family                                                                                   
            Reader:   In this season of preparation, we remember your promises.      

People:   We pray for your glory to be revealed. 
Reader:   As we light the second candle of Advent, we remember the love 
     God had for his people throughout the generations. 
People:   We remember the love that God has for us today.       
Reader:   We prepare the way for that love to be revealed to us once again. 
People:   Come now Lord, come even now and enter our world.   

*HYMN                     Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                       HYMN 93        
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)          Dr. Maureen Paterson        
 God of all times and places, God of all peoples,  
 thank you for calling us to turn away from sin,  
 and to turn from self-centered ways to your ways.  
 Forgive us for the times we have closed our hearts and lives to you  
 and to your call, unwilling to let go of our own plans in order to follow yours.  
 This Advent, help us to hear your invitation to repent  
 and to live genuinely new lives, 
 freed from sin and free to embrace your promised future.  
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.     
  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN 
  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 *RESPONSE OF PRAISE           The Story of Your Birth                             by Chris Fortin 

 
 
 

             



 

 .    
  
 
*THE PEACE                         
          Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
                       The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        People:   and also with you. 
        Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.                      
  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN                                                 Stacy Currie               
                                                       O Come, with Body and Mind                        by Helen Kemp     
                        O, Come, with body and mind. O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
                                  Come, let’s sing and rejoice. 
                                (Children ages 3-grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.  
                                    Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles and Bagels.  
                                 Nursery care is available for children ages 2 years and younger. )  
*HYMN                                           Comfort, Comfort Now My People                         HYMN 87 
  WORDS OF WELCOME 
  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY   
  FAITH TESTIMONY                    Mike Rountree 
  SUNG RESPONSE             Lord, Prepare Me (sing 2x)                      HYMN 701 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON                             Isaiah 40: 1-11                                                 p. 667 OT                   
      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
      People:  Thanks be to God.      
  SERMON                                                   Preparing the Way                   Rev. Dennis W. Jones  

  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                 
   OFFERTORY                                      Comfort Ye My People        Music by G. F. Handel 
                 Tom Brown, solo        Text from Isaiah 40: 1-3           
       

    *DOXOLOGY               Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                  HYMN 606                                                
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  MINUTE FOR MISSION               Stewardship 2020                Jay Link 
  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 

Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord 
 

Dale Harris 
Entered the Church Triumphant      November 27, 2019 

 

Susan Emerson 
Entered the Church Triumphant      November 28, 2019 

A Memorial Service will be held here at a later date. 

  

Our Greeter this morning is Chad Polonsky. Join us for the Coffee and Fellowship  
in Westminster Hall following the service.  

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  
~ In loving memory of Don Wadsworth, by Jean, Betsy and David. 
~ In honor of Jimmie Sutherland, Craig’s mother, on the celebration of her 93rd birthday 

on December 4, by Liz and Craig Sutherland. 
The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are two  
pier openings for January 5, 12 and 19. If you would like to donate  
an arrangement, please contact our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at   
908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Online Sermons 
Recorded audio sermons from most Sundays are available on our website at www.brpc.org.  
To access, click on the Sermons link under Worship and Music on the main menu. 

 Call for Special Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation December 8 
A Special Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation in Basking Ridge, New Jersey 
will be held in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 8, 2019 immediately following the 10 
a.m. worship service. This meeting is called for the election of new a Trustee to fill a va-
cancy on the board, and for the transaction of such other business as may properly come 
before the Congregation.   ~November 24, 2019   Jay Link       Tina Bramel 
                                  President of Trustees    Clerk of Session 

*CLOSING HYMN                        Come, Live in the Light                                HYMN 749                
*BENEDICTION 
  POSTLUDE                                Savior of the Nations, Come                            (16th Century) 
     
                     Advent Devotionals, written by members of our congregation,   
                are available in the Narthex and Westminster Hall.               



 

Music Ministries 

Advent Sermon Series 
Advent Theme 
This holy season of Advent lasts for four weeks.  Advent is a season  
celebrated in many Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting.  It is 
a time of preparing to celebrate the birth of Christ long ago in Bethlehem, and 
to celebrate his promise to be born anew into each of our lives and into our 
world that is so in need of his healing and his hope. Our theme for this Ad-
vent is "Story of Promise.”  How have you seen God’s promises fulfilled in 
your life?  What promise of God do you need to hear anew this Christmas?   



 

2020 Stewardship Campaign 
Why We Need Your Financial Support in 2020 
 
The 2020 campaign is in full swing!  We are so grateful to all who 
have submitted their 2020 pledge. Thank you, thank you!  For 
those of us who have yet to do so, please prayerfully consider 
your own financial requirements for the upcoming year and the 
realities of our 2020 budget needs, described below.  

 
The Basics 

 
There are four major components of our BRPC financial requirements: 

 Programs:  This is the smallest of the four  components.  It includes suppor t of pro-
grams critical to our spiritual life including our children, family, adult education, music 
and worship ministries.  It requires less than 10% of our financial needs. 

 Personnel:  This is our  largest expense.  We are blessed to be fully staffed this year, 
with many dedicated, faithful and talented women and men bringing God’s nurturing 
love to us all on our faith journey.  Our prayer is to provide a very modest increase in 
salaries for 2020. 

 Properties:  We are stewards of a fantastic, histor ic campus. Regular  maintenance 
is required every year, and utilities, insurance, and other expenses continue to rise.  We 
estimate an approximate 2% increase for 2020. 

 Mission:  Mission remains a central tenant of BRPC and Mission is where we have 
the most leeway to increase or decrease funding.  We are called to serve those in need 
and we rejoice in all the opportunities to do so. Last year, we were able to fund an in-
crease in Mission spending. Mindful of the needs of the Programs, Personnel and Prop-
erties components, we will need an increase in pledge income from 2019 to 2020 to pro-
vide for an increase in Mission funding.  

 We prayerfully invite everyone, if called by God to do so, to please 
 consider a modest increase in your pledge so that BRPC can continue 
 to be a beacon of God’s love.  

 Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary and Westminster Hall.  
 You may also make a pledge by sending a confidential email to 
 pledge@brpc.org, or on our website at brpc.org. 

~From Chuck Miller on behalf of the BRPC Joint Budget Committee 

Stewardship   

“Let those who have been set free 
 by the Lord tell their  story.”                    
  ~Psalm 107:2 

mailto:pledge@brpc.org


 

Middle School Fellowship meets Wednesdays in the Youth Center .  This month we are 
starting early—meeting from 5:15-7:30 p.m. After dinner, we offer a variety of activities, that 
include spiritual, service, social and study. This is for all 6th - 8th graders.   
Wed., Dec. 11 - Meet for a quick dinner at 5:15 p.m. before we go to Fellowship Village to 
meet with BRPC members who live there. Chris Fortin will join us as we sing and play 
chimes, visit with residents and share cookies and juice. 
 

Middle School Bibles and Bagels meets on Sundays (except for 1st Sunday of the month). 
We begin in worship and head to the library at about 10:15 a.m. for fresh bagels and a lively  
discussion about how the Bible verses read today in worship apply to you.  
 
Confirmation Youth, Parents and Mentors - Tonight is our family dinner from 5:30 - 7:30 
p.m. in the Youth Center. Remember to sign up for what you are bringing on Sign Up Genius. 
 
Senior High Youth Fellowship 
We meet about twice a month from 6-7:30 p.m. and begin with dinner, followed by service, 
spiritual, study and social activities.  Feel free to stay from 7:30-8 p.m. to hang out with 
friends. 
Dec. 15 - Come for our annual High School Christmas Dinner and Gift Exchange from 6 - 8 
p.m. Bring a $15 wrapped gift to exchange. Let me know if you can supply an appetizer or a 
dessert. 
 

Young Adult Overnight Reunion in NYC—Dec. 27-28   Open to ages 18-30 yrs.! 
Join Cathi and Carl Barta on Friday, Dec. 27, as we head into NYC! 
We will stay at Chelsea International Hostel in lower Manhattan and spend time in fellow-
ship, service and faith sharing. We may go to experience Arcadia Earth before selecting a lo-
cal restaurant for dinner. On Saturday we will prepare and serve breakfast to about 140 people 
at the Meatloaf Soup Kitchen in the Cardinal Spellman Center, and return to BRPC that after-
noon. RSVP to Cathi at 908-240-2060. 
 
 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

 Children and Family Ministries 
Children’s Musical—Next Sunday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m. service 
followed by the Advent Festival 
Join us for a musical exploration of carols and holiday traditions from 
around the world! The children will lead the 10:00 a.m. worship service 
on December 15th with their glorious voices and meaningful message 
about the Christmas Season. 

The Advent Festival is a wonderful tradition for the entire family!  
Please join us next Sunday December 15 for a very special celebration of the  
Advent Season. Following the 10 a.m. children’s musical worship service, 
join us for our Candy Land themed Advent Festival in Westminster Hall with 
lots of fun crafts and sweet treats! You will not want to miss this! For more 
information please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org 



 

The Christmas Season 

The Giving Tree 
Once again we have the opportunity to bless others during this Christmas sea-
son.  The Giving Tree is up in Westminster Hall and has been filled with or-
naments detailing a wish from one of our mission partners.  This year there 
are gifts for God's Co-op Pantry clients, Homeless Solutions, IHN and women 
of the Bo Robinson Transitional Center.  Please take an ornament (or two!) and purchase the 
item listed and return to the Church Office or the tree by December 15th.  This deadline en-
sures that all gifts are distributed to the recipients prior to Christmas.  Thank you for your 
support of this incredibly meaningful ministry.  We have many requests for gift cards and 
ask that these be dropped off at the Church Office.  

Order Your Poinsettias by Monday, December 9 
Poinsettias will grace our sanctuary again this Christmas season. If you wish 
to contribute to the fund for these flowers, in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please call the church house or email Cara Burchett at  
cburchett@brpc.org by Monday, December 9.  The cost is $15.  We will list 
the honored names in the bulletin on the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 22. 

God’s Co-Op Pantry 
Please bring in donations for God’s Co-Op Pantry to help those in need in  
our surrounding community.  Donations may be brought to the church house.   
Thanks for your generous support!    December - 26 oz. pasta sauce  

 
Fellowship 



 

Christmas Worship at BRPC  
 

Saturdays, December 14, 21, 28 
5:00 p.m.  Saturday Service in Westminster Hall  
 

Sunday, December 15—Third Sunday of Advent 
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary worship/Children’s Musical 
  followed by the Advent Festival 
Walk to Bethlehem, 4 p.m. 
The Walk begins at St. James Church, continues to St. Mark’s and Bishop Janes 
churches, ending here at BRPC. 
 
Sunday, December 22—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10:00 a.m.     Sanctuary worship                        

Christmas Eve, December 24            
 
4:30 p.m. Children’s Service    
  Children’s Choir 
 

7:00 p.m. Caroling on the Green                           
                   
7:35 p.m. Family Service 
  Children’s and Youth Choirs   
 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service   
  Alumni, Sanctuary Choirs and Handbell Ensemble 
 

Christmas Day, December 25 
11:00 a.m. Informal “Come As You Are” Service 
   
Sunday, December 29—Service of Lessons & Carols at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary   



 

The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 
 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 

 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones ......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 
  Dr. Maureen Paterson ......................... ext. 11 
Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  
Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 
Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ...................................... ext. 14 
Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................ 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ......................................... ext. 22 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  ....................................... ext. 22 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn ........................................ ext. 21 
Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ...................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Administrative Assistant 
 Michelle Lew ...................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  ................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 
 All the People 
Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT—DECEMBER 8 
Early Bird Bible Study, 8:45 am ....... Library 
Worship, 10:00 am  ........................... Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am ................. Education Bldg. 
Congregational Mtg., 11:00 am ........ Sanctuary 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 am .............. Westminster Hall 
Oratorio Service, 4:00 pm ................. Sanctuary 
Oratorio Reception, 5:30 pm ............ Westminster Hall 
Confirmation Class and Dinner, 5:30 pm Youth Ctr. 
MONDAY—DECEMBER 9 
Pantry Committee, 1:00 pm .............. Parlor 
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................. Youth Center 
Trustees, 7:00 pm .............................. Parlor 
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ............ Library 
TUESDAY—DECEMBER 10 
Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am .............. Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ................ Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm............. Parlor 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................ Knox Room 
Scout Troop #351, 7:30 pm .............. Youth Center 
WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 11 
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am ........ Parlor 
Middle School Fellowship, 5:15 pm . Youth Center 
Cemetery Heritage Comm., 7:30 pm  Geneva Room 
THURSDAY—DECEMBER 12 
Saturday Music Team, 6:00 pm ................ Knox Room 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ......................... Knox Room 
FRIDAY—DECEMBER 13 
SATURDAY—DECEMBER 14 
Children’s Musical Rehearsal, 9:00 am Sanctuary 
Saturday Worship Service, 5:00 pm . Westminster Hall 
‘Appy Christmas Party, 6:00 pm ...... Off-Site 
 


