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Then some people came,  
bringing to him a paralyzed man,  
carried by four of them.  
And when they could not bring him to Jesus  
because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him;  
and after having dug through it,  
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay.  

                              ~Mark 2:3-4   



We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Welcome 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, sound amplification headsets are available from 
the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.  

Mark 2:1-22 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
Jesus Heals a Paralytic 
2 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 So 
many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; 
and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then some people came, bringing to him a para-
lyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of 
the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down 
the mat on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in 
their hearts, 7 “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?” 8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these 
questions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your 
hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand 
up and take your mat and walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has au-
thority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, stand up, take 
your mat and go to your home.” 12 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went 
out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have 
never seen anything like this!” 

Jesus Calls Levi 
13 Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught 
them. 14 As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and 
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
15 And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were also sit-
ting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him. 16 When the 
scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to 
his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 When Jesus heard this, 
he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I 
have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

The Question about Fasting 
18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, 
“Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not 
fast?” 19 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with 
them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 The 
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on 
that day. 

Today’s Scripture Reading 



Order of Worship 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

  

      (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

    

   CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS                  God of Wonders                                         

                                               Give Thanks  

    TIME OF PRAYER                

   SONG       Lord, Prepare Me 

   SCRIPTURE                                              Mark 2: 1-22                                                     p. 36 NT                         
  

   MESSAGE                                                                                                        Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
 

   OFFERING                                 

   SPECIAL MUSIC                  We Are An Offering                                              

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

  THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.     

   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

   MINUTE FOR MISSION    BRPC’s 2020 Budget                   Karen Johnson    

 *CLOSING SONG                                 Lead Me, Guide Me                                             

 *WORD OF BLESSING         

   POSTLUDE    
               

 



Order of Worship 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              January 12, 2020               baptism of the lord sunday 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

   

  PRELUDE   I Will Lift Mine Eyes Unto the Hills        by Cathy Moklebust 

   Knox Bell Choir 
  CALL TO WORSHIP                         
            Leader:  Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?        
 People:  God created all things and summons everyone by name.                            
 Leader:  Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?           
 People:  No one—nothing—can compare to God’s glory.     
 Leader:  Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?        
  People:  The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth. 
    God never grows tired or weary. 
 Leader:  Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? 
 People: Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength forever and ever. 

*HYMN                        When Morning Gilds the Skies                       HYMN 667     

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                        
            Almighty God, you call us to serve you.  
 You call us to follow you faithfully.   
 We have been so occupied with our own concerns, we have turned a deaf ear 
 to your call or we haven’t even listened for your voice.  
 Show us your tender mercy. Forgive our self-preoccupation.   
 Release us from captivity to selfish desires.  
 Empower us by your Spirit, O God,  
 that our words, thoughts and intentions will glorify you.  Amen.  

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN  

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        Miraculous God                                      by Chris Fortin 

 

  



*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

   SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

     PRESENTATION                            Eamon Marshall Fahey                   Elder Joy Schmitt
                        Son of David and Allison Fahey                  
             Sponsors: Judith McDermott and Adam Lafferty 

     PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)             Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith” 

 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism, 
 fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people. 
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Elder: Do you, as members of this church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and  
  nurture Eamon by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to 

know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of this church?  
  If so, please say “we do.” 

 People: We do. 

    THE BAPTISM 

    PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS 

    WELCOME 

 Elder: Let us welcome Eamon.  
 People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church 

  to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 
                                              (Children ages 3—grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.  

           Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles and Bagels.   

            Nursery care is offered for children ages 2 yrs. and younger. )   

*HYMN       We Come to You for Healing, Lord                     HYMN 796  

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY  

  MINUTE FOR MISSION   BRPC’s 2020 Budget              Karen Johnson   

  SCRIPTURE LESSON                                Mark 2: 1-22                                                     p. 36 NT  

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
     People:  Thanks be to God.       

 SERMON                                                 My Four Best Friends                 Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
       

         
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                      Dr. Maureen Paterson 

  OFFERTORY                       Your Hands, O Lord, in Days of Old  Text by Edward Plumptre 

         Sanctuary Choir            Music by Carson P. Cooman 

   *DOXOLOGY              Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow               HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.      

*CLOSING HYMN                               I Love to Tell the Story                            HYMN 462 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE                                                   Fanfare in C                               by Steven Blackmon 

Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord 
 

Anne Gaus 
United with this Congregation                      February 9, 1991 
Entered the Church Triumphant       December 25, 2019 

 

A Memorial Service was held in our Sanctuary yesterday, January 11, 2020. 
 

Heather Carlin 
United with this Congregation                     October 11, 2003 
Entered the Church Triumphant                 December 31, 2019 

 

A Memorial Service is being held in our Sanctuary today at 1 p.m.,  
followed by a Reception in Westminster Hall. 

 
Rev. Dr. J. Calvin K. Jackson 

Installed as Senior Pastor of BRPC                                                           February 9,1975 
Entered the Church Triumphant                       January 7, 2020 

 

A Memorial Service will be held in our Sanctuary on Saturday, February 1 at 11 a.m.,  
followed by a Reception in Westminster Hall.. 

Dr. Jackson was Pastor Emeritus, who faithfully served as our Senior Pastor from 1975-1994. 



The Flowers in the Narthex are from the Memorial Service for Anne Gaus, held here 
in our Sanctuary yesterday. 

Our Greeter this morning is Pat Haines.  
Join us for Coffee and Fellowship in Westminster Hall following the service. 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By Allison and David Fahey, in celebration of the baptism today of their son, Eamon 
Marshall Fahey. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are two  
pier openings for January 19. If you would like to donate  
an arrangement, please contact our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at   
908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Eggstravaganza—January 19 is New Date 

The Jesus Story 
This month begins our new sermon series where we will focus 
on the life and ministry of Jesus. Together we’ll do a deep dive 
into the Gospel of Mark, and hear with fresh ears stories that 
may be familiar, as well as stories you may have never heard 
before. Our focus will be this:  What is the story of Jesus, and 
what does the life he lived and the love he preached reveal 
about your story, and about mine?  We warmly invite you to be 
present each weekend, and to bring a friend! 

Sermon Series 



January 7, 2020 
 

Dear Fellow Church Member, 
 
We are writing to share some important information with you, and to ask for your help. 
Each year the Joint Budget Committee of Session and Trustees develops our budget for the 
coming year. The goal is a balanced budget that supports our ministries, mission and operat-
ing expenses. This process includes reflection, discussion and prayer as we seek to discern 
God’s will, and sharing our work with the congregation. Each year our budget is inspired by 
our vision of the ministry that God is calling us to, and dependent upon your generous and 
faithful giving.  With that in mind, we want to share with you that the Committee’s task this 
year was more difficult than expected and has caused us to propose several significant budget 
cuts. 
 

Why are we facing a difficult year? 
 We have lower Pledge offerings to count on.  As of today projected Pledge income for 

2020 is $890,000. Last year that number was $937,000.  
 We have less potential Plate offerings to count on.  (Plate offering refers to contributions 

we receive that are not associated with a Pledge.)  Over the past three years our Plate  
      offerings have declined from $85,000 to $77,000 to $67,000 in 2019.  
 We have exhausted our accumulated “Surplus Carry Forward” reserve from prior year 

budgets (we used the last remaining $21,000 of this reserve fund to balance our 2019 
budget). 

 

To present a balanced 2020 budget the Committee has proposed the following difficult 
cuts: 
 All proposed staff salary increases for 2020 will be eliminated ($20,000 budget savings). 
 Each Program budget will be reduced by 10% ($7,800 in budget savings).  This impacts, 

among other programs, Adult, Children’s, and Youth Ministries; Fellowship; Music; Spe-
cial Music; Stephen Ministry; and Worship. 

 Budgeted Mission giving will be reduced by $15,000 (however, we will transfer $15,000 
from our unrestricted Mission Reserve fund to allow us to keep faith with our mission 
partners). 

 

Our ask:  We need your help in restoring funding to these important ministries 
 If you have not yet renewed or made a pledge for 2020, please do so now. You can do 

this on the BRPC website (www.brpc.org), via email to Treasurer@brpc.org, or by simply 
calling the church at 766-1616. 

 Many members renewed their pledge at a level lower than 2019.  If you are able to restore 
your prior-year pledge, or even increase it, please do so now. 

 If you are able to make a one-time special gift to support the 2020 budget, please do so. 

 

An Important Message from BRPC 

http://www.brpc.org
mailto:Treasurer@brpc.org


From the Finance Office 
Members and friends of the church make their offerings in many ways. Some place an offer-
ing in the plate each and every week, some give monthly, quarterly, or even once a year. 
Some direct their bank to send us a check each month, some pay via their credit card, and 
others transfer appreciated stock. Whichever way you choose - THANK YOU.  It is through 
our combined giving that the mission and ministries of BRPC are possible.  
 
Contribution envelopes for those who requested them are available in Westminster Hall, the 
Narthex and Church House.  As we no longer assign "envelope numbers" or "member num-
bers" the boxes are not labeled - just take one!  Each box contains 52 undated, unnumbered 
envelopes. We tried an experiment this year ordering undated envelopes to be better stew-
ards of our resources. We can reuse unopened boxes from year to year rather than toss them. 
A special request from our faithful counting teams, PLEASE be sure to write your full name 
on the envelope unless there is a check enclosed that identifies you.  
 
2019 Contribution Statements will be mailed the last week of January. 

Stewardship 

For final planning purposes, we request that you let us know your intentions by Friday, Jan-
uary 31.  We will be available to answer  questions this Sunday,  January 12, in West-
minster Hall following worship.  We also encourage you to contact any of us one on one.  
Friends, these are important steps in our church’s life, and we will continue to pray for 
God’s blessing and guidance.  Thank you for your generosity, your partnership in the minis-
try of Christ, and for your prayerful consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dennis Jones    Martin vandenHerik  Jay Link 
Pastor and Head of Staff  Stewardship Chair  President of Trustees 
 
On behalf of the Joint Budget Committee:   
Janet Bentley, Lee Horner, Karen Johnson, Jon Klippel, Chuck Miller, Debbie Schaub 

Please join us in Westminster Hall following the service for a Q & A about our BRPC 2020 
budget. We welcome your questions and your continued support as we navigate these  
important issues in the life of our church. 



Handcrafted Tables from the Oak Tree at Ridge Oak 
Stop by the Felmeth Hall lobby at Ridge Oak and look at the beautiful handcrafted side tables 
that were made by Ridge Oak Board member Vincent Baker.  They have been beautifully 
crafted to highlight limb rings from the Oak Tree that stood in the Basking Ridge Presbyteri-
an Church graveyard for over 600 years.  Vince counted 206 rings on the limb inserts.  These 
new treasures are another memento of Ridge Oak’s special relationship with Basking Ridge 
Presbyterian Church whose members (starting in 1967) envisioned and passionately advocat-
ed for our community to be built.  We are grateful beyond words! 

– Bonnie Kelly, Executive Director 

Spiritual Development 

Women’s Bible Study 
Begins Wednesday, 1/15 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
Join us in this new year as we begin a study on Ruth on Wednesday, 
January 15.  She was a woman of great faith and courage and her story 
is one of moving from tragedy and famine to triumph and belong-
ing.  As we study her story we will learn more about our own life of 
faith and discipleship.  Come when you can and bring a friend.   



The Session   

2022 2021 2020   

Peggy Eicher Dan Bliss Jon Klippel   

Lindsay Healy John Mauro David Lange   

Michelle Ortega Chuck Miller Andy Nowack   

David Pasnik Joy Schmitt Gregor Rankine (y)   

Debbie Schaub John Weagley Marty vandenHerik   

    Peter Ward   
  

     

  

The Deacons 
  

2022 2021 2020   

Mary Ann Dickison Ruth Bashe Dan & Rocio Campbell   

Susan Felter Pam Blackstone Hanna Celentano (y)   

Susan Frantz Jan Hedden Dave & Laura Govan   

Charlotte McGuire Virginia & Charles King Luke Govan (y)   

Beverly Prochazka Courtney Rijksen Nancy Mallett   

Jean Sorabella Willem Rijksen Linda Metcalfe   

Joelle Strona Karen Skoglund Betty Mills   

Liz Sutherland   Mike & Maggie Skow   

    Jenny Speal   

    Donna Van Blarcum   

    The Trustees   

2022 2021 2020   

Rudy Hyzer Dick Bedner Bonnie Diehl   

Bruce McArthur Lee Horner Jay Link   

Jean Smith Jeff Schaub Mike Poehner   

Officers of The Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge  



The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................. 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  .................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Administrative Assistant 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  

SUNDAY—JANUARY 12  

Early Bird Study, 8:45 am ................  Library 
Confirmation Small Group, 8:00 am  Youth Center 
Worship, 10:00 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am .................  Education Bldg. 
Bibles and Bagels, 10:00 am ............  Library 
Fellowship Time 11:00 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Q & A - 2020 Budget, 11:00 am ......  Westminster Hall 
Carlin Memorial Service, 1:00 pm ...  Sanctuary 
Carlin Reception, 2:00 pm ...............  Westminster Hall 
Confirmation Small Group, 4:30 pm  Youth Center 
Sr. High Fellowship Games Night, 6:00 pm Yth. Ctr. 

MONDAY—JANUARY 13 

Pantry Committee, 1:00 pm .............  Parlor 
Mission Council, 7:00 pm ................  Youth Center 
Trustees, 7:00 pm .............................  Parlor 
Worship Council, 7:00 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Youth and Young Adult Min., 7:00 pm Geneva Room 
Fellowship Council, 7:30 pm ...........  Library 

TUESDAY—JANUARY 14 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop # 351, 7:30 pm .............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—JANUARY 15 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
Stephen Ministry, 7:00 pm ...............  Parlor 

THURSDAY—JANUARY 16 

Saturday Music Team, 6:00 pm .......  Knox Room 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ................  Knox Room 
Women’s Choir, 8:15 pm .................  Knox Room 

FRIDAY—JANUARY 17 

SATURDAY—JANUARY 18 

Saturday Service, 5:00 pm ...............  Westminster Hall 

Summer Youth Workcamp Dates are Set 
Mark your calendars! 

High School Maine Workcamp:  July 11 - 19, 2020 
to Pemaquid, Maine 

Middle School Workcamp: August 1 - 6, 2020  
to Philadelphia, Pa. 

Registration forms for both trips come out this 
month. 

 


