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“Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, 
in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can.”  

         ~John Wesley  



We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Welcome 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, sound amplification headsets are available from 
the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.  

Today’s Scripture Reading  

Mark 4:1-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Parable of the Sower 
4 Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that 
he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the 
land. 2 He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to 
them: 3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much 
soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was 
scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and 
brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundred-
fold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 
 
The Purpose of the Parables 
10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the 
parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, 
but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12 in order that ‘they may indeed look, 
but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; 
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.’” 
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand 
all the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones on the path where the 
word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is 
sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, 
they immediately receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root, and endure only for a while; 
then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall 
away. 18 And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones who hear the 
word, 19 but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things 
come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. 20 And these are the ones sown on the 
good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 
 



Order of Worship 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

  

      (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

    

   CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS    Come, Now Is the Time to Worship                                       
            Open the Eyes of My Heart  

    TIME OF PRAYER                

   SONG       As the Deer 

   SCRIPTURE                                              Mark 4: 1-20                                                     p. 38 NT                         
  

   MESSAGE                                                                                                             Rev. Helen Beglin 
 

   OFFERING                                 

   SPECIAL MUSIC                     Arms Open Wide         by Sam Knock                                             

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

  THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.     

   ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 

   MINUTE FOR MISSION           Help Lead BRPC’s Future!                 Don Grossmann  

 *CLOSING SONG                                        Knowing You                                             

 *WORD OF BLESSING         

   POSTLUDE    
               

 



Order of Worship 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              January 19, 2020               second sunday in ordinary time 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

   

  PRELUDE   Morning Procession           by Vicki Smith 

   Alpha Bell Choir 
  CALL TO WORSHIP                            Dr. Maureen Paterson 
            Leader:  Creator of the cosmos, of eternity, and time, 
 People:  be with us in this time.                            
 Leader:  Savior of the world, healer of the nations,     
 People:  be with us in this place.      
 Leader:  Breath of all that lives, of people near and far,  
  People:  stir within our lives. 
 Leader:  Maker-Spirit-Son, God of here and now, 
 People:  be present in our worship,  
    that we may find new ways to be present in your world. 

*HYMN                             We Praise You, O God                                   HYMN 612     

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                        
            O most gracious God, you are the source of all that makes life possible.  
 You are the giver of all that makes life good.   
 We gather this morning to give you thanks,  
 yet we also confess that we have often failed to live our thankfulness.  
 We take things and people for granted.   
 We grumble about what we lack.  We easily become a fear-shaped people,  
 rather than a people shaped by our hope in you.  Forgive us, O God.  
 In this time of worship, accept our thanksgiving and teach us to make gratitude  
 and sharing our way of life; through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN  

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        Miraculous God                                      by Chris Fortin 

 

  



*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

     PRESENTATION                      Avacyn Rose Mederos           Elder Herb Ryder
                  Daughter of Robert and Sarah Mederos       
                                        Sponsors: Eric Munch, Jeannette Reiser, Christine Mederos 

     PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)             Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith” 

 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism, 
 fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people. 
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Elder: Do you, as members of this church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and  
  nurture Avacyn by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging her to 

know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of this church?  
  If so, please say “we do.” 

 People: We do. 

    THE BAPTISM 

    PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS 

    WELCOME 

 Elder: Let us welcome Avacyn.  
 People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church 

  to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 
                                              (Children ages 3—grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.  

           Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles and Bagels.   

            Nursery care is offered for children ages 2 yrs. and younger. )   

*HYMN       As the Deer                                               HYMN 626  

  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY  

  MINUTE FOR MISSION   Help Lead BRPC’s Future!              Don Grossmann  

  SCRIPTURE LESSON                                Mark 4: 1-20                                                     p. 38 NT  

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
     People:  Thanks be to God.       

 SERMON                                             The Legacy of Your Life                Rev. Dennis W. Jones 
       

         
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



  PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                       

  OFFERTORY                                I Lift My Eyes       Text by Timothy Dudley-Smith 

         Women’s Choir                   Music by Bob Chilcottt 

   *DOXOLOGY              Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow               HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.      

*CLOSING HYMN                               Lead Me, Guide Me                                  HYMN 740 

*BENEDICTION 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           May the Road Rise Up       arr. Jay Rouse 

        Women’s Choir 

 POSTLUDE                                           Westminster Abbey                                   by Henry Purcell 

Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord 
 

Robert Conway 
United with this Congregation                 November 20, 1966 
Entered the Church Triumphant          January 11, 2020 

 

Instead of a traditional Memorial Service, Bob’s desire was to have special music  

at a Sunday morning worship service to give thanks to God for his life.   

That day will be Sunday, March 1.  

Handcrafted Tables from the Oak Tree at Ridge Oak 
Stop by the Felmeth Hall lobby at Ridge Oak and look at the beautiful handcrafted side tables 
that were made by Ridge Oak Board member Vincent Baker.  They have been beautifully 
crafted to highlight limb rings from the Oak Tree that stood in the Basking Ridge Presbyteri-
an Church graveyard for over 600 years.  Vince counted 206 rings on the limb inserts.  These 
new treasures are another memento of Ridge Oak’s special relationship with Basking Ridge 
Presbyterian Church whose members (starting in 1967) envisioned and passionately advocat-
ed for our community to be built.  We are grateful beyond words! 

– Bonnie Kelly, Executive Director 



Our Greeters this morning are Ellen Piccolo and Fred and Judith Buehler .  
Join us for Coffee, Fellowship and our Eggstravaganza in Westminster Hall follow- 
ing the service. 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ In celebration of Todd Stires’ 60th birthday, by his wife, Denise. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There is one  
pier opening for January 26, February 9 and 23. If you would like to  
donate an arrangement, please contact our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at  908-285- 
1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Eggstravaganza—Today! 

The Rosebud on the Communion Table celebrates the birth of Sydney Ashley, daughter  
of Ricky and Betsy (Stout) Carlo, on January 12, 2020. 

The Jesus Story 
This month begins our new sermon series where we will focus 
on the life and ministry of Jesus. Together we’ll do a deep dive 
into the Gospel of Mark, and hear with fresh ears stories that 
may be familiar, as well as stories you may have never heard 
before. Our focus will be this:  What is the story of Jesus, and 
what does the life he lived and the love he preached reveal 
about your story, and about mine?  We warmly invite you to be 
present each weekend, and to bring a friend! 

Sermon Series 



January 7, 2020 
 

Dear Fellow Church Member, 
 
We are writing to share some important information with you, and to ask for your help. 
Each year the Joint Budget Committee of Session and Trustees develops our budget for the 
coming year. The goal is a balanced budget that supports our ministries, mission and operat-
ing expenses. This process includes reflection, discussion and prayer as we seek to discern 
God’s will, and sharing our work with the congregation. Each year our budget is inspired by 
our vision of the ministry that God is calling us to, and dependent upon your generous and 
faithful giving.  With that in mind, we want to share with you that the Committee’s task this 
year was more difficult than expected and has caused us to propose several significant budget 
cuts. 
 

Why are we facing a difficult year? 
 We have lower Pledge offerings to count on.  As of today projected Pledge income for 

2020 is $890,000. Last year that number was $937,000.  
 We have less potential Plate offerings to count on.  (Plate offering refers to contributions 

we receive that are not associated with a Pledge.)  Over the past three years our Plate  
      offerings have declined from $85,000 to $77,000 to $67,000 in 2019.  
 We have exhausted our accumulated “Surplus Carry Forward” reserve from prior year 

budgets (we used the last remaining $21,000 of this reserve fund to balance our 2019 
budget). 

 

To present a balanced 2020 budget the Committee has proposed the following difficult 
cuts: 
 All proposed staff salary increases for 2020 will be eliminated ($20,000 budget savings). 
 Each Program budget will be reduced by 10% ($7,800 in budget savings).  This impacts, 

among other programs, Adult, Children’s, and Youth Ministries; Fellowship; Music; Spe-
cial Music; Stephen Ministry; and Worship. 

 Budgeted Mission giving will be reduced by $15,000 (however, we will transfer $15,000 
from our unrestricted Mission Reserve fund to allow us to keep faith with our mission 
partners). 

 

Our ask:  We need your help in restoring funding to these important ministries 
 If you have not yet renewed or made a pledge for 2020, please do so now. You can do 

this on the BRPC website (www.brpc.org), via email to Treasurer@brpc.org, or by simply 
calling the church at 766-1616. 

 Many members renewed their pledge at a level lower than 2019.  If you are able to restore 
your prior-year pledge, or even increase it, please do so now. 

 If you are able to make a one-time special gift to support the 2020 budget, please do so. 

 

An Important Message from BRPC   

http://www.brpc.org
mailto:Treasurer@brpc.org


From the Finance Office 
Members and friends of the church make their offerings in many ways. Some place an offer-
ing in the plate each and every week, some give monthly, quarterly, or even once a year. 
Some direct their bank to send us a check each month, some pay via their credit card, and 
others transfer appreciated stock. Whichever way you choose - THANK YOU.  It is through 
our combined giving that the mission and ministries of BRPC are possible.  
 
Contribution envelopes for those who requested them are available in Westminster Hall, the 
Narthex and Church House.  As we no longer assign "envelope numbers" or "member num-
bers" the boxes are not labeled - just take one!  Each box contains 52 undated, unnumbered 
envelopes. We tried an experiment this year ordering undated envelopes to be better stew-
ards of our resources. We can reuse unopened boxes from year to year rather than toss them. 
A special request from our faithful counting teams, PLEASE be sure to write your full name 
on the envelope unless there is a check enclosed that identifies you.  
 
2019 Contribution Statements will be mailed the last week of January. 

Stewardship 

For final planning purposes, we request that you let us know your intentions by Friday, Jan-
uary 31.  We  encourage you to contact any of us one on one.  Fr iends, these are im-
portant steps in our church’s life, and we will continue to pray for God’s blessing and guid-
ance.  Thank you for your generosity, your partnership in the ministry of Christ, and for 
your prayerful consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dennis Jones    Martin vandenHerik  Jay Link 
Pastor and Head of Staff  Stewardship Chair  President of Trustees 
 
On behalf of the Joint Budget Committee:   
Janet Bentley, Lee Horner, Karen Johnson, Jon Klippel, Chuck Miller, Debbie Schaub 

Stewardship Update: We are very grateful to share that there has been an extremely gen-
erous response to the special letter shared with the congregation last week which requested 
that we all prayerfully consider increasing our pledge or making a one-time special gift to 
support our ministry for the year ahead.  For those still prayerfully considering what their 
response will be, please let us know of your intention by January 31. Thank you!   



Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
Join us in this new year as we begin a study on Ruth on Wednesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.  She was a woman of great faith and cour-
age and her story is one of moving from tragedy and famine to tri-
umph and belonging.  As we study her story we will learn more 
about our own life of faith and discipleship.  Come when you can and 
bring a friend.   ~Maureen Paterson 
 

Spiritual Development 

Middle School Events 
 
Middle School FRIDAY NIGHT FUN:  Friday, Feb. 7 from 4:30 -9 p.m. 
Come for a great night of fun and a community service!! 
We will play games, and at 5:30 p.m., we'll head to Ridge Oak Senior Center to help serve 
and eat pizza, and to play bingo. After, we'll return to our Youth Center for more excitement 
and activities! All are welcome - and yes, invite your friends! 
RSVP to Cathi at 908-240-2060 - so we have enough drivers. 
 
Bibles and Bagels ~ Today, Jan. 19 and Jan. 26: Alex Ryder is leading our exciting, in-
teractive lessons about the Bible verses being read and discussed in worship. Join us for deli-
cious bagels and a lively discussion! 
 

Middle School Fellowship ~ we meet most every Wednesday from 6 - 7:30 p.m., starting 
with dinner, prayers, sharing, learning and fun!   
* Jan. 22 - Our middle school small group # 1  (led by Ruth B. and Rachel K.) will lead us 
in a night of excitement that they have planned. Come join in the fun! 
* Jan. 29 - Chuck Miller will lead us in a great night of Bible games and activities. 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

Senior High Youth Ministry 
Sunday, Jan. 26: Senior High Fellowship - Bowling Trip from 5:45 - 8:30 p.m. 
NOTE This NEW EVENT! 
We will meet in the BRPC Youth Center at 5:45 p.m. for a quick dinner, followed by a trip to  
Bowlmor on Rt. 22 in Green Brook for 2 awesome games of bowling fun! 
Cost is $15 and wear/bring socks      Optional: bring your own bowling shoes 
RSVP to Cathi at 908-240-2060 so we have enough vehicles. Advisors/Parents: let Cathi  
know if you can drive. 
 
Sunday, Feb. 2 - Souper Bowl Fundraiser—see next page for details! 
 
 



Souper Sunday Weekend Maine Workcamp Fundraiser 
February 1 and 2 in Westminster Hall 
Our annual Souper Sunday BIG Fundraiser for our Sr. High  
Maine Workcamp is here! This mission trip is an 
integral part of our Senior High Fellowship and serves an el-
derly community in great need near the Carpenter’s Boat 
Shop, in Pemaquid, ME.  
 

When to Purchase Soup: 
Saturday, February 1 after Saturday Service (5:45 - 6:15 
 p.m.) – Pick up a freshly made Soup/Chili-To-Go. 

Sunday, February 2 all morning (11 am - 12:30 pm)  
choose from 5 different delectable soups or chili! Congregants are invited to stay for a  
sit-down lunch or grab a Soup-To-Go. 
 

Cost: Monetary DONATIONS are accepted gratefully at the door!  
 

Volunteer to make Soup or Chili in Advance!  We are eager ly looking for  help to make 
soup or chili–the recipes are on our church website! Please sign up by going onto our BRPC 
website and click on Sign Ups (Souper Sunday Soup Makers) or go to: 
https://brpc.org/sheet/souper-sunday-soup-makers-2020/ .   
 
Soup Drop Off: 
Saturday, Feb. 1 between 3-4:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall. 
Sunday, Feb. 2 between 8:30-9:30 a.m.—must be WARM. 
 
Questions? contact Cathi at 908-240-2060. 
 
Senior High Youth, Parents and Advisors:  Sunday, February 2—All Hands on Deck!  
Arrive by 9:40 a.m. on Sunday, February 2 in Westminster Hall.  We will go to worship to-
gether at 10 a.m. and leave after Communion to prepare to serve and clean up.  We will finish 
by 1 p.m.  RSVP to Cathi that you can come and help! 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries (continued) 

Confirmation Ministry 
Sunday, Jan. 26: Confirmation Small Group is from 4:30 - 5:45 pm 
All confirmands are asked to attend - Cathi will lead team bonding activities. Chris and Tom 
will lead our next lesson.  After, plan to stay after for a fun night of dinner and bowling! 
 
Saturday, Feb. 1 - Sunday, Feb. 2: Confirmation Prayer Overnight Retreat 
All confirmands - please arrive at 3 pm for this prayer retreat. 
We will work on how to connect to God,  enjoy worship time with Dennis in the sanctuary,  
time for safe space and more. 

https://brpc.org/sheet/souper-sunday-soup-makers-2019/


The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................. 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  .................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurers 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

 Nancy Kuhn......................................... ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Administrative Assistant 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  

SUNDAY—JANUARY 19  

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Worship, 10:00 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am .................  Education Bldg. 
Bibles and Bagels, 10:00 am ............  Library 
Eggstravaganza, 11:00 am ...............  Westminster Hall 
Youth Bells, 11:15 am .....................  Knox Room 

MONDAY—JANUARY 20 

Church Office Closed for Martin Luther King Holiday 

TUESDAY—JANUARY 21 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Parlor 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop # 351, 7:30 pm .............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—JANUARY 22 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ...............  Parlor 
Personnel Council, 7:30 pm .............  Library 

THURSDAY—JANUARY 23 

Saturday Music Team, 6:00 pm .......  Knox Room 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm ................  Knox Room 
Women’s Choir, 8:15 pm .................  Knox Room 

FRIDAY—JANUARY 24 

SATURDAY—JANUARY 25 

Saturday Service, 5:00 pm ...............  Westminster Hall 

Help Lead BRPC’s Future! 

The Nominating Committee needs your help to 
identify the best candidates for important leader-
ship positions at BRPC.  A sense of God’s call to 
serve, coupled with a willingness to serve, is much 
more important than any particular set of skills or 
talents. 

Please prayerfully consider those who play signifi-
cant roles in the life and ministries of BRPC today, 
who bring experience from another church, who 
may have new and imaginative ideas for the future, 
and who will dedicate their energy to moving 
God’s work forward. Please pass on any sugges-
tions to Rev. Dennis Jones, or Don Grossmann. 


