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Preach the Gospel at all times. 
When necessary, use words. 

                            ~St. Francis of Assisi 



We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Welcome 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, sound amplification headsets are available from 
the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.  

Today’s Scripture Reading  
Mark 7:1-23 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Tradition of the Elders 
7 Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thorough-
ly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat anything 
from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they ob-
serve, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked 
him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with de-
filed hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is writ-
ten, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
9 Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order 
to keep your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, 
‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say that if anyone tells 
father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’ (that is, an of-
fering to God)— 12 then you no longer permit doing anything for a father or mother, 13 thus 
making void the word of God through your tradition that you have handed on. And you do 
many things like this.” 
14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and under-
stand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come 
out are what defile.” 
17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about the para-
ble. 18 He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do you not see that whatever 
goes into a person from outside cannot defile, 19 since it enters, not the heart but the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, “It is what 
comes out of a person that defiles. 21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil 
intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licen-
tiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they de-
file a person.” 



Order of Worship 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

  

      (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

    

   CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS       O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing    
                              Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  

    TIME OF PRAYER                

   SONG            Lord, Prepare Me (Sanctuary) 

   SCRIPTURE                                                Mark 7: 1-23                                                   p. 42 NT                         
  

   MESSAGE                                                                                                             Rev. Helen Beglin 
 

   OFFERING    

   SPECIAL MUSIC             More Precious Than Silver              

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.     

    ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY  

 *CLOSING SONG                            I’ve Got Peace Like a River                                             

 *WORD OF BLESSING         

   POSTLUDE    
               
                                 Special thanks to our Greeter this evening, Charlotte McGuire. 



Order of Worship 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              February 16, 2020               sixth sunday in ordinary time 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)  

     
  PRELUDE   Cantabile in F            by Alexandre Guilmant 

   Bill Watson, organ 
  CALL TO WORSHIP                            
            Leader:  Come, worship the God of mercy! 
 People:  Who blots out all our sins,                            
 Leader:  Who looks on us with love,         
 People:  And guides us into truth.      
 Leader:  Teach us your wisdom, O Lord!     
  People: And we shall be made clean. 

*HYMN                       O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing           HYMN 610     

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                        
            Living God,  
 You have given us all we need to follow you,   
 yet we doubt ourselves, criticize others,  
 grasp for meaningless pleasures and seek hollow assurances.   
 Forgive us for focusing on that which is secondary.  
 Forgive us for refusing to see the evidence of your great love  
 that is all around us. 
 Restore us by the power and the presence of your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN  

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        Miraculous God                                      by Chris Fortin 

 

     
    

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

     PRESENTATION                      August David Letchinger           Elder Peter Ward 
                                                      Son of David and Kristen Letchinger                  
                                                        Sponsors: Katie Wolf, Hans Wolf 

     PROFESSION OF FAITH (unison)             Adapted from a “Brief Statement of Faith” 

 In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are claimed in the waters of baptism, 
 fed with the bread of life, and called to be God’s people. 
 We trust in the one triune God whom alone we worship and serve. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Elder: Do you, as members of this church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and  
  nurture August by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to 

know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of this church?  
  If so, please say “we do.” 

 People: We do. 

    THE BAPTISM 

    PRESENTATION OF BAPTISMAL GIFTS 

    WELCOME 

 Elder: Let us welcome August.  
 People: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church 

  to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 
   (Children ages 3—grade 5 are invited to attend Sunday School.  

           Middle School students are invited to attend Bibles and Bagels.   

            Nursery care is offered for children ages 2 yrs. and younger. )  

*HYMN                                    Seek Ye First                                           HYMN 175  

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY   

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Mark 7: 1-23                                                    p. 42 NT 

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
     People:  Thanks be to God.       

 SERMON                                              The Sermon of Your Life      Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

  

 



Our Greeters this morning are Carol Skidmore and Mary Ann Dickison.  
Join us for Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time in Westminster Hall following the ser- 
vice. 
 
 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ In loving memory of John P. Horton, for his birthday on February 16th, by his family. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There is one  
pier opening on March 29 and April 26. If you would like to  
donate an arrangement, please contact our flower Coordinator Ellen  
Johnson at  908-285-1638;  e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                         

  OFFERTORY                                 Prayer for Healing                                        by Molly Ijames 

    Sanctuary Choir                 

   *DOXOLOGY              Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                 HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND MEMORIALS                Jean Wadsworth 

 INDUCTION OF SAMUEL BROWN SOCIETY MEMBERS 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.      

*CLOSING HYMN              God Be With You Till We Meet Again                      HYMN 541 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE                                               Fugue in C        by Dietrich Buxtehude 

 Special thanks to our guest organist Bill Watson for sharing his gift of music  
   with us while Chris Fortin is on vacation.                                             



Gifts & Memorials  

M e m o r i a l  G i f t s  R e c e i v e d — 2 0 1 9  

 Today, we dedicate to the glory of God the memorial gifts received during 2019.  These 
gifts and the names of those we remember will be inscribed in our Book of Remembrance. 
  

Gifts have been given by family and friends 
in loving memory of 

   

 

 

 
Bequests have been received by the church from 

The Estate of Marion Bonnell 
The Estate of Charles “Chuck” Matheny 

The Estate of Robert H. Taylor 

 

A l l o c a t i o n  o f  M e m o r i a l  G i f t s  

Al Barrow —Youth Workcamp 

The Anna and John Becker Bible Fund – provided Bibles for church ministries 

Morelle Sweet and Carolyn Wallace – Friends of Music 

Elinore Todt - Oak Tree Scholarship 
 

The restoration of a Schomacker piano was provided by funds from the following:   

Nancy Frink, Jean Gallaway, Charles Matheny, Peggy Nesbitt, Ethel O’Neill, Robert 
O’Neill, Jean Sidar and Rose Watts. 

  

Samuel Brown Recognition 

The Samuel Brown Society of the Presbyterian Church of Basking Ridge celebrates those 
who have made a commitment to this congregation’s future through a planned gift.  Today 
we recognize the following new member of the Samuel Brown Society: 

              Charles “Chuck” Matheny  Judith and Michael Pasnik 

Al Barrow 
E. Haas Gallaway 

Dale Harris 

Morelle Sweet 
 Elinore Todt 

  Carolyn Wallace 



Left side: How quickly we judge,  
Right side: And condemn one another. 
L:  You don’t do as I do, 
R:  And so you are wrong. 
L:  Your practice is different, 
R:  Your habits are foreign, 
L:  You don’t use my words, 
R:  And you aren’t like me. 
L:  How quickly we draw 
R:  The lines of division. 
L:  I’m right and you’re wrong 
R:  You’re crass and I’m careful. 
L:  You don’t see my point, 
R:  And clearly you don’t care. 
L:  We cannot agree, 
R:  So why bother trying? 
L:  I cannot convince you 
R:  To do things my way. 
L:  We’re clearly too different 
R:  To bridge our divisions. 
L:  At least that’s the way 
R:  It appears on the outside. 
L:  But really, what matters? 
R:  The external details? 
L:  So what if I practice 
R:  A slight variation 
L:  From what you observe. 
R: Does it make a difference? 
L: What matters is really 
R: What’s dwelling within: 
L: Our fears and our judgments, 

 
 
 
R:  Our slow, seething anger, 
L:  Our envy and greed, 
R: Our theft and deceit, 
L:  And what about laziness? 
R:  Slander and pride? 
L:  These things make a difference, 
R:  Prolonging the distance 
L:  And driving a wedge 
R:  In between you and me. 
L:  The heart is the matter, 
R:  And all that lives in it, 
L:  The things that we harbor 
R: Will dictate our actions. 
L:  The thoughts that we nurture 
R:  Will carry the day. 
L:  They don’t really matter, 
R:  Our external differences. 
L:  Once we admit 
R:  We’re much more like each other, 
L:  With similar secrets 
R:  And common temptations, 
L:  Both struggling, 
R:  Both serving, 
L:  And seeking forgiveness. 
R:  Let’s join with each other 
L:  In showing compassion 
R:  And acting out mercy— 
All:  For our Savior’s sake! 

Litany for Mark 7: 1-23 

CALL FOR ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Basking Ridge, New 
Jersey, Part I (Statistical and Financial), will be held in the Sanctuary on Sunday, February 
23, 2020, immediately following the 10:00 a.m. service, for the purpose of receiving the Sta-
tistical and Financial reports for 2019; for consideration of the Local and General Mission 
Budgets for 2020; for acting on the Pastors’ Compensation for 2020; and for such other busi-
ness as may properly come before the Congregation. 
                                                                    February 9, 2020 ~Tina Bramel, Clerk of Session  



Church Staff 

BRPC Seeks Church Administrator and Treasurer  
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church, a vibrant and welcoming church of about 800 mem-
bers in the center of a beautiful suburban community, seeks a full-time Church Administra-
tor and Treasurer to support its ministry and operations.  The individual in this im-
portant position directs the support staff, works in partnership with the Board of Trustees in 
overseeing properties and finances, manages the church facilities, and supports our over-
all life and ministry.  We are a 300 year old church with a rich history, and an exciting fu-
ture.  We invite those who are interested to send a cover letter and resume to ad-
minsearch@brpc.org. 

Looking for a meaningful experience this summer? 
Become a member of BRPC’s 9th mission trip to Ecuador – June 21st  to June 28th.  We will 
work with the good people of the barrio La Union where we build homes, continue with 
sewing instruction, paint, and work with the school children.  Beyond the physical work, we 
will continue to encourage the community as it becomes self-sustaining and the people de-
velop self-esteem.  No prior experience or knowledge of Spanish is necessary!    

If you love people, enjoy working with your hands and serving with a dedicated team, 
please contact Judy Pasnik – 908-568-6343 for further information.  To see the slide show of 
our 2018 trip, go to YouTube and search: 2018 BRPC La Union Ecuador.   

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

Homeless Solutions Dinner Volunteers—New and Improved for 2020!  
***Easier Shopping, Menu & Recipes***  
Are you looking for a new way to help out a neighbor in need? Homeless Solutions provides 
a hands on opportunity to help feed adults, children and families.  We need volunteers to (1) 
Grocery shop and (2) Cook and serve the meals.  For grocery shopping, the list is provided 
and you are reimbursed for the purchases. Shopping is done Saturday morning (or Friday) 
and delivered to the shelter.  For cooking, arrive at 4:00 p.m. to begin cooking the provided 
recipes.  Dinner is served at 6 p.m. and clean up is done by shelter residents.  You are fin-
ished by 7:00 p.m.  We walk you through every step with detailed shopping lists and cooking 
instructions.  The new streamlined process makes it easy and no stress!  Please contact Joelle 
Strona at mjstrona@verizon.net or 908-626-1636 to make a big difference in the lives of oth-
ers.   Our  2020 Dates are:  Saturdays March 7, May 30 & August 29  

Mental Health First Aid Course - 2nd Class—Sat., March 7 in the Youth Center 
Anyone 18 or older is invited to attend a 1-day mental health training, to become better at be-
ing a first responder for youth who are struggling with mental health concerns. Cathi 
Reckenbeil is co-leading this youth mental health certification course. Cost is $60 ($50 if you 
sign up with a friend) and covers the registration, materials, snacks and a light lunch. Scholar-
ships available. To register, email Cathi your name and cell number to cathi@brpc.org. 

mailto:cathi@brpc.org


Middle School Fellowship ~ There is no Middle School Fellowship on Feb. 19 due to the 
long holiday weekend. Join us on Wednesday, February 26 for dinner at 6 p.m., followed by 
a discussion of Ash Wednesday and a fun interactive  game.  We will head to Westminster 
Hall at 7 p.m. for  Ash Wednesday Worship.  Parents:  feel free to join us in worship! 
 

Sr. High Fellowship—Sunday, Feb. 23 from 6-8 p.m.  Come for  Dinner  & Discussion!  

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

 

Midweek Ministry—Our Midweek Ministry is offered to ages preschool (must be potty-
trained) - 5th grade.  Our program offers a mix of Choir & Bible Lessons. Please join us on 
Tuesday afternoons from 4:15-5:30 p.m. for fellowship and fun for your child!  
*Mr. Ray will be joining us Tuesday, February 25 from 4:15-5:15 p.m. in the Church House 
Parlor! Don’t miss it! All are welcome to attend the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner in West-
minster Hall after the concert. 
 

Save the Date: Our Easter Eggstravaganza is Sunday April 5, following our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice. The Joyful Noise Choir will be singing that day! 
 

Vacation Bible School—August 10-14 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Mark your calendars now for our Vacation Bible School for children ages 3-5th grade. 
(Children must be potty-trained). The Theme is “Who is my Neighbor?” Sign up on our web-

site at brpc.org. To volunteer as a helper, please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org. 

Children and Family Ministries 

Fellowship 



Lenten Small Groups 

During this season of Lent we encourage you to join a small group. Come and  
discover the joy of fellowship, learning and prayer in a loving and supportive community.   
 

Sunday 
Early Bird: 7:45-8:45a.m. - A study of Galatians and Jesus' Claims - Our Promises.  Church 
House Library. Contact Chris Whitlock. 

Study Group:  9:00-9:45 a.m. - Mark's Gospel and a study of the lectionary text for the day. 
Church House Parlor. Contact Charles King. 

Growth Group: 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m. "Love Does" by Bob Goff. Learning to make our faith 
work in our daily lives. Childcare will be available. Church House Parlor. Contact Maureen 
Paterson. 
 

Tuesday 
Small Group: 7:15 -9:00 p.m. Church House Library. "Life Together" by Dietrich  
Bonhoeffer. A study on Christian life in a community.  Group begins on Feb 18th. Church 
House Library. Contact Ellen Greenhorn. 
 

Wednesday 
Women's Bible Study:  9:30-11:30 a.m.  "Soulkeeping" by John Ortberg.  Church House 
Parlor.  Contact Maureen Paterson. 
 

Next Level Sr. High Small Group Study—4 weeks: March 11-April 1 from 7:45-9 p.m. in 
the Youth Center. The topic is “Justice.” Contact Cathi Reckenbeil. 
 

Thursday 
Walk and Talk: "Amazing Grace" by Kathleen Norris.  Meets from 9-11 a.m. to walk and 
discuss important topics of faith. Contact Betty Hahn.  
 

Saturday 
Coffee and Conversation: 7:30-9:00 a.m. "What We Talk About When We Talk About God" 
by Rob Bell. Church House Library. Contact David Brownlee. 

Lenten Music 

Lenten Music and Meditation Services 
Join us for these short services of music, readings and prayer offering a 
quiet time out of our busy schedules during Lent.  They each begin at 12 
noon in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 
followed by a light lunch in Westminster Hall for $7.  No reservation 
needed.  

March 4 Finley Singers of BRPC   

March 11 Merynda Adams, harp & John Romeri III, flute 

March 18 Kathryn Krasovec, mezzo soprano 

March 25 Madison String Quartet 

April 1  Nancy Deutsch, soprano & Gerall Hieser, cello 

                            

Made possible by  
donations to  

Friends of Music 



The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616  FAX: 766.4450 

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
 
Pastor & Head of Staff 
Rev. Dennis W. Jones .......................... ext. 15 

Associate Pastor 

  Dr. Maureen Paterson .......................... ext. 11 

Parish Associate 
  Rev. Bruce E. Schundler  

Director of Ministries to Youth, Young 
Adults and Their Families 

  Cathi Reckenbeil ................................ ext. 17 

Director of Ministries to Children and Their 
Families 

   Stacy Currie. ....................................... ext. 14 

Tree House Director 
Jennifer Nowack. ............................. 221-1619 

Director of Music Ministry 
Chris Fortin ..................................... 953-9809 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Beth Donley  .................................... 953-9809 

Church Administrator & Treasurer 
Janet Bentley  ...................................... ext. 18 

Assistant Treasurer 
Liz Messineo  .....................................  ext. 21 

Pastoral Administrative Asst. 
Cara Burchett ....................................... ext. 19 

Church Administrative Asst. 
Janice Leotti  ....................................... ext. 12 

Administrative Assistant 
 Michelle Lew ....................................... ext. 10 
Communications Coordinator 
Gary Ingram  ....................................... ext. 13 

Sexton Staff 
David Brownlee  .................................. ext. 16 
Paul Bachem 

Ministers 

 All the People 

Clerk of Session 
Tina Bramel 

President of Trustees 
Jay Link 

Moderator of Deacons 
Donna Van Blarcum 

Weekly Calendar  

SUNDAY—FEBRUARY 16    

Adult Small Group, 8:45 am ............  Parlor 
Worship, 10:00 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am .................  Education Bldg. 
Bibles & Bagels, 10:00 am ...............  Library 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 am ..............  Westminster Hall 

MONDAY—FEBRUARY 17 

Church Office Closed for Holiday 

TUESDAY—FEBRUARY 18 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Children’s Mid-Week Ministry, 4:15 pm West. Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Parlor 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop # 351, 7:30 pm .............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—FEBRUARY 19 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ...............  Library 

THURSDAY—FEBRUARY 20 

Admin. Selection Comm., 2:00 pm ..  Library 
Finley Singers, 6:00 pm....................  Knox Room 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm .................  Knox Room 
Oratorio Choir, 8:15 pm ...................  Knox Room 

FRIDAY—FEBRUARY 21 

SATURDAY—FEBRUARY 22 

Saturday Service, 5:00 pm................  Westminster Hall 
   


