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First Weekend in Lent 

 

 

God of the covenant, 
as the forty days of deluge  
swept away the world’s corruption 
and watered new beginnings of righteousness and life, 
so in the saving flood of Baptism 
we are washed clean and born again. 
Throughout these forty days, 
unseal within us the wellspring of your grace, 
cleanse our hearts of all that is not holy, 
and cause your gift of new life to flourish once again. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
                             



We warmly welcome you to worship at The Presbyter ian Church in Basking Ridge. We 
pray that you will be encouraged in your journey of faith and drawn closer to God by your 
experience with us. 

Welcome 

Amplification Headsets 
So that all may enjoy the worship service, sound amplification headsets are available from 
the ushers for those who need assistance with hearing.  

Today’s Scripture Reading  

Mark 10:17-31 New Revised Standard Version  
The Rich Man 
17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have 
kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one 
thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away griev-
ing, for he had many possessions. 
 
23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then 
who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not 
for God; for God all things are possible.” 
 
28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, 
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30 who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, 
and the last will be first.” 



Order of Worship 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. - Westminster Hall 

  

      (Please prepare prayerfully for worship and be sure all cell phones are turned off.)    

    

   CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

 *GATHERING SONGS    Come, Now Is the Time to Worship                             
                                                      Jesus, Name Above All Names 

    TIME OF PRAYER                

   SONG             Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

   SCRIPTURE                                          Mark 10: 17—-31                                              John Kuhn  
  

   MESSAGE                                                                                                               Rev. Ian Rankine 
 

   PRAYER   Michelle Ortega 
    
   OFFERING    

   THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

   SPECIAL MUSIC                       I Surrender All                                                    

   THE  LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.     

    ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY  

 *CLOSING SONG                       Let My Life Be Like a Love Song                                             

 *WORD OF BLESSING         

   POSTLUDE    
               
                                     Special thanks to our Greeter this evening, Joelle Strona. 



Order of Worship 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary 
              March 1, 2020               first Sunday in Lent 

(As the prelude begins, please prepare prayerfully for worship 
and be sure all cell phones are turned off.) 

     

  PRELUDE   All Things Bright and Beautiful            arr. Chris Fortin 

   Youth Bell Choir & Merynda Adams, harp 
  CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                               
            Leader:  Creator God, you invite us into this place. 
 People:  We come Lord, to seek your presence.                            
 Leader:  Loving God, you invite us to meet you in this hour.         
 People:  We come Lord, to rest in your peace.      
 Leader:  Renewing God, you invite us to listen to your voice.     
  People:  We come Lord, with open hearts and minds. 
       All:  Come, let us worship God together.   

*HYMN                       Eternal Father, Strong to Save                                   HYMN 8     

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                        
            Lord, forgive us when we fail to respond to your call with faith.  
 Forgive us when we are shackled  
 by our narrow understandings of discipleship  
 and our clouded sense of purpose.   
 Forgive us when we fail to sense your presence in our past, 
 to acknowledge your grace in the present moment,  
 and to trust you for our future.   
 Renew in us a willingness to open our hearts, our minds and our lives to you,  
 in Christ we pray. Amen.  

  SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION OF SIN  

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                        God of Forgiveness                                 by Chris Fortin 

 

     
    



*THE PEACE 
       Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

                     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     People:  and also with you. 

     Leader:   I invite you to turn and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN         Stacy Currie 

                                  O Come, with Body and Mind                           by Helen Kemp     

                                                    O, Come, with body and mind.  

   O, Come, with spirit and voice. 
  Bring the whole person, bring the whole person, 
                                  Come, let’s sing and rejoice. 

                     (Children ages 3—grade 2 are invited to attend Sunday School.  

           Children in grades 3 and up are invited to remain in worship.   

            Nursery care is offered for children ages 2 yrs. and younger. )  

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY   

 PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE FOR BOB CONWAY 

 SPECIAL MUSIC  O Mio Babbino Caro by Giacomo Puccini 
    Beth Donley, soprano; Merynda Adams, harp 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                             Mark 10: 17—31                                                   p.46 NT                         

      Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
     People:  Thanks be to God.       

 SERMON                                                  Investment Advice                        Rev. Dennis W. Jones 

 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                                        Dr. Maureen Paterson 

  OFFERTORY                                   The Lowest Place                          Text by Christina Rossetti 

          Sanctuary Choir & Merynda Adams, harp   Music by David Lantz, III 

  Give me the lowest place: not that I dare ask for that lowest place, 
  but you have died that I might live and share your glory by your side. 
  Give me the lowest place: or if for me that lowest place too high, 

  make one more low where I may sit and see my God and love you so.         

   *DOXOLOGY              Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow                  HYMN 606                                                

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

      

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 



 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

     INVITATION 

     PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 Minister: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Minister: Lift up your hearts 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    Minister: Let us pray...…  

      THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

    SERVING THE BREAD AND FRUIT OF THE VINE  

   (gluten free communion bread is in the center of the plate for those who need it.) 

        SPECIAL MUSIC                   In the Garden         Austin Miles/Weinand 

        Abide With Me         Monk/Owens 

     Fairest Lord Jesus              arr. Wood 

                Merynda Adams, harp                                         

         PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
   Minister: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
    in which you have given yourself to us. 

 People: Grant that we may go into the world  
  in the strength of your Spirit, 

    All: In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                        Blest Be the Tie That Binds                             HYMN 306 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE                                            Amazing Grace                   arr. Ray Pool 
              Merynda Adams, harp 
    

The special music in this morning’s service, including Merynda Adams on her harp  
and the singing of the Puccini solo by Beth Donley,  

is Bob Conway’s loving expression of farewell to our congregation. 



Our Greeters this morning are Sarah and Katie Palliotti and Charlotte Peterman. 

Join us for Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time in Westminster Hall following the  
service, hosted by Linda Metcalfe, Susan Felter and Bonnie Diehl. 

The Flowers on the Piers this morning are given to the glory of God:  

~ By the Conway family, in loving memory of Bob Conway, who passed away on January 
11, 2020 at the age of 96, after having been a member of this church since November, 
1966. 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary each week are gifts from members 
of the congregation.  Flowers may be given in memory or in honor of  
someone or to celebrate an occasion and cost $42 per pier. There are two  
pier openings on May 17 and 31. If you would like to donate an  
arrangement, please contact our flower Coordinator Ellen Johnson at  908-285-1638;   
e-mail address, flowers@brpc.org. 

flowers 

Church Family 

Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord 
 

Janet Kinney 
United with this Congregation                  December 10, 1994 
Entered the Church Triumphant                    February 20, 2020  

 

A private graveside service was held for the family this past week in our Cemetery. 

Middle School Fellowship meets from 6-7:30 p.m. and begins with dinner: 
Wed. March 4—our Small Group 2 will be leading games, and Lila and Rachel will help us 
to decorate cookies.   
 

Middle School Nightwatch Spiritual Retreat—April 3-4 
Join with other youth for an incredible, spiritual night at Nightwatch at St. John the Divine 
Cathedral, as we unplug from the distractions and stresses of daily life to connect with God 
and one another in this sacred space.  On Saturday morning we will take an exciting vertical 
tour, as we climb more than 124 feet through spiral staircases to the top of the world’s largest 
cathedral.  For more info and to register, go to brpc.org, click on Ministries and Events or 
type in:  https://brpc.org/events/middle-school-nightwatch-retreat/. 
 

Confirmation Class and Dinner—Tonight from 5-7 p.m.  Come for our Family Dinner 
& Lesson in the Youth Center.  Remember to sign up for our potluck meal!  
 

Workcamp Forms are Available!  
Check your email or the brpc website under youth ministry to download the forms, or email 
Cathi at cathi@brpc.org to send you one.  We are NOT mailing them out en masse this year. 

Workcamp Dates:   Sr . High Maine Workcamp—July 11-19      
                                  Middle School Philadelphia Workcamp—August 1-6 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries  



Lenten Small Groups 

During this season of Lent we encourage you to join a small group.  
Come and discover the joy of fellowship, learning and prayer in a loving and supportive com-
munity.  For more information about any of these groups, please contact Maureen Paterson at 
mpaterson@brpc.org. 
 

Sunday 
 Early Bird: 7:45-8:45 a.m. - A study of Galatians and Jesus' Claims -  
      Our Promises.  Church House Library. Contact Chris Whitlock. 

 Study Group:  9-9:45 a.m. - Mark's Gospel and a study of the lectionary text for the day. 
Church House Parlor. Contact Charles King. 

 Growth Group: 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m. "Love Does" by Bob Goff. Learning to make our 
faith work in our daily lives. Childcare will be available. Church House Parlor. Contact 
Maureen Paterson. (March 1, 8, 15, 22) 

 

Tuesday 
 Walk and Talk: "Amazing Grace" by Kathleen Norris.  Meets from 9-11 a.m. to walk and 

discuss important topics of faith. Contact Betty Hahn.  
 

 Small Group: 7:15 -9:00 p.m. Church House Library. "Life Together" by Dietrich  
      Bonhoeffer. A study on Christian life in a community.  We will do Chapter 1 on March 3 
      so it’s not too late to join us! Church House Library. Contact Ellen Greenhorn. 
 

Wednesday 
 Women's Bible Study:  9:30-11:30 a.m.  "Soulkeeping" by John Ortberg.  Church House 

Parlor.  Contact Maureen Paterson. 
 

 Next Level Sr. High Small Group Study—4 weeks: March 11-April 1 from 7:45-9 p.m. 
in the Youth Center. The topic is “Justice.” Contact Cathi Reckenbeil. 

 

Saturday 
 Men’s Coffee and Conversation: 7:30-9:00 a.m. "What We Talk About When We Talk 

About God" by Rob Bell. Church House Library. Contact David Brownlee. 

Lent is the 40-day season of the Christian year where Christians focus on 
simple living, prayer, and fasting, in order to grow closer to God.  It is a sea-
son of taking stock of one’s life in general and one’s spiritual life in particu-
lar, and to seek repentance, renewal, and rebirth.  In some traditions it is when 
the catechism process happens for those preparing to join the church or be 
baptized. 

The Season of Lent 

Special Communion Service at Fellowship Village—Monday, March 2 at 11 a.m. 
Rev. Dennis Jones will hold a brief communion service for all BRPC members and friends 
in the Activity Room this Monday at 11 a.m.  Everyone who is available and interested is 
invited to enjoy lunch together afterward at The Bistro. We hope to see you there! 



Lenten Music 

Lenten Music and Meditation Services 
Join us for these short services of music, readings and prayer offering a 
quiet time out of our busy schedules during Lent.  They each begin at 12 
noon in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 
followed by a light lunch in Westminster Hall for $7.  No reservation 
needed.  

March 4 Finley Singers of BRPC   

March 11 Merynda Adams, harp & John Romeri III, flute 

March 18 Kathryn Krasovec, mezzo soprano 

March 25 Madison String Quartet 

April 1  Nancy Deutsch, soprano & Gerall Hieser, cello 

                            

Made possible by  
donations to  

Friends of Music 

Church Staff 

BRPC Search Committee would like your help to fill the  
Church Administrator & Treasurer Position  
The individual in this important full-time position directs the support staff, works in partner-
ship with the Board of Trustees in overseeing properties and finances, manages the church 
facilities, and supports our over-all life and ministry.   The Search Committee, consisting of 
Chuck Miller, Betty Hahn, Mike Gallegly, Jeff Schaub, Patty Haines, Karen Johnson, Dennis 
Jones, and Nancy Bedner (Chair) would appreciate your help with recommendations for po-
tential candidates for this position.  If you wish more information, have a suggestion for a can-
didate, or wish to apply, please contact any of our committee members, or 
email:  adminsearch@brpc.org. 

 

Midweek Ministry—Our Midweek Ministry is offered to ages preschool (must be potty-
trained) - 5th grade.  Our program offers a mix of Choir & Bible Lessons. Please join us on 
Tuesday afternoons from 4:15-5:30 p.m. for fellowship and fun for your child!  
 

Save the Date: Our Easter Scavenger Hunt is Sunday April 5, following our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice. The Joyful Noise Choir will be singing that day! 
 

Vacation Bible School—August 10-14 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Mark your calendars now for our Vacation Bible School for children ages 3-5th grade. 
(Children must be potty-trained). The Theme is “Who is my Neighbor?” Sign up on our web-
site at brpc.org. To volunteer as a helper, please contact Stacy Currie at scurrie@brpc.org. 

Children and Family Ministries 

mailto:adminsearch@brpc.org


God’s Co-Op Pantry – News and Opportunities 
In 2011 with the blessing of our Mission Council God’s Co-Op Pantry was established to 
respond to our neighbor’s basic need to adequately feed themselves and their families. We 
provided approximately 1,200 bags that year; by 2019 that number has grown to 3,972! Our 
clients represent three primary demographics, residents of Ridge Oak, veterans living in the 
VA housing complex, and underserved individuals living primarily in Bernardsville. Percent-
age wise, our largest growth in 2019 was from the veteran population.  
 

An on-line food drive is currently being sponsored by several local businesses. Donors are 
asked to simply log on to yougivegoods.com/bernardstwp-fooddrive and make your  selec-
tions. You receive a tax receipt, your donation is shipped directly to the Pantry. The creator 
of the drive, the LaVersa family from Always Best Care, has done this before -- we received 
over 800 items! 

Twice a month, usually on a Wednesday morning, our food allocation from the Community 
Food Bank is picked-up by volunteers, delivered to the Pantry, and stocked on the shelves. 
This task takes a few hours, requires an SUV type vehicle and strong arms! We very much 
are in need of volunteers to be added to our call list of those who can help us with this.  
 

The work of the Pantry is administered by a Team of 12 volunteers, 9 of whom are BRPC 
members. If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity to serve please reach 
out to any one of us at church, or by using our contact information in the directory. We love 
to share the Pantry story!  ~Janet Bentley, Sue Brewer, Karen Cokewood, Evelyn Drake, 
Florence Henry, Karen Morrison, Anne Pinto, Sally Speakman and Suzanne VanLoon. 

Homeless Solutions Dinner Volunteers—Volunteers Needed for March 7!  
***Easier Shopping, Menu & Recipes***  
Are you looking for a new way to help out a neighbor in need? Homeless Solutions provides 
a hands on opportunity to help feed adults, children and families.  We need volunteers to (1) 
Grocery shop and (2) Cook and serve the meals.  For grocery shopping, the list is provided 
and you are reimbursed for the purchases. Shopping is done Saturday morning (or Friday) 
and delivered to the shelter.  For cooking, arrive at 4:00 p.m. to begin cooking the provided 
recipes.  Dinner is served at 6 p.m. and clean up is done by shelter residents.  You are fin-
ished by 7:00 p.m.  We walk you through every step with detailed shopping lists and cooking 
instructions.  The new streamlined process makes it easy and no stress!  Please contact Joelle 
Strona at mjstrona@verizon.net or 908-626-1636 to make a big difference in the lives of oth-
ers.   Our  2020 Dates are:  Saturdays March 7, May 30 & August 29  

Mental Health First Aid Course - 2nd Class—Sat., March 7 in the Youth Center 
Anyone 18 or older is invited to attend a 1-day mental health training, to become better at be-
ing a first responder for youth who are struggling with mental health concerns. Cathi 
Reckenbeil is co-leading this youth mental health certification course. Cost is $60 ($50 if you 
sign up with a friend) and covers the registration, materials, snacks and a light lunch. Scholar-
ships available. To register, email Cathi your name and cell number to cathi@brpc.org. 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

mailto:cathi@brpc.org


Looking for a meaningful experience this summer? 
Become a member of BRPC’s 9th mission trip to Ecuador – June 21st  to June 28th.  We will 
work with the good people of the barrio La Union where we build homes, continue with 
sewing instruction, paint, and work with the school children.  Beyond the physical work, we 
will continue to encourage the community as it becomes self-sustaining and the people de-
velop self-esteem.  No prior experience or knowledge of Spanish is necessary!    

If you love people, enjoy working with your hands and serving with a dedicated team, 
please contact Judy Pasnik – 908-568-6343 for further information.  To see the slide show of 
our 2018 trip, go to YouTube and search: 2018 BRPC La Union Ecuador.   

Opportunities to Give and Serve (continued) 

Adult Art Classes 2020—Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. in the Parlor 
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it.  Let the 
fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.  
- Psalm 96:11-12 

Please join Stacy Currie for another fun art program on selected Wednesdays for fellowship 
and fun, creating art together.  This year we will delve into mark making and playing with 
color and materials. Remember, it’s about the process not the product and having fun! 
“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up.”― 
Pablo Picasso 

 

 March 11 - Mixed media mark making - we will be exploring mark making with water-
color, markers and pencils. Using vegetables and fruits to create shapes and patterns. 

 March 25 - Collaging - we will use papers to create an ocean/lake scene. 

 April 22 - Watercolor  circles - explore different size and shaped circles with water and 
adding bursts of watercolor to them to make an abstract painting. 

 April 29 - Watercolor landscapes - we will make a loose watercolor landscape based on 

a photograph from nature. Additional fun - Making faces - putting down watercolor and find-

ing a face within the colors.  

  ~ All classes subject to changes ~ Class size limited to 12 people ~ Sign up at brpc.org.  
 

Adult Art Class 

Interfaith Hospitality Network Hosting Week is March 22-29 
We will once again be hosting homeless families here at BRPC from March 22-29.  
We need volunteers as evening, dinner and overnight hosts in addition to helpers to 
set up beds. Please sign up after worship in Westminster Hall or online at brpc.org 
and thanks for your generous support! 



The Presbyterian Church 
One East Oak St., Basking Ridge NJ 07920 

908.766.1616   

 e-mail: info@brpc.org - www.brpc.org 
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Weekly Calendar  

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT—MARCH 1  

Early Bird Study, 7:45 am ................  Library 
Adult Small Group, 8:45 am ............  Parlor 
Worship, 10:00 am ...........................  Sanctuary 
Sunday School, 10:00 am .................  Education Bldg. 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 am ..............  Westminster Hall 
Growth Small Group, 11:15 am .......  Parlor 
Finley Singers, 11:15 am ..................  Knox Room 
Confirmation Class and Dinner, 5:00 pm Youth Center 

MONDAY—MARCH 2 

Shelter Friends, 12:00 pm.,  .............  Parlor 
Session, 7:30 pm ..............................  Parlor 

TUESDAY—MARCH 3 

Oak Tree Quilters, 9:00 am ..............  Geneva Room 
Walk & Talk Group, 9:00 am….   Betty Hahn’s Home 
Children’s Mid-Week Min., 4:15 pm Westminster Hall 
Alpha Bell Choir, 6:15 pm ...............  Knox Room 
Adult Small Group, 7:15 pm ............  Parlor 
Knox Bell Choir, 7:30 pm ................  Knox Room 
Scout Troop # 351, 7:30 pm .............  Youth Center 

WEDNESDAY—MARCH 4 

Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am .......  Parlor 
Lenten Music and Meditation, 12:00 pm Sanctuary 
Lenten Luncheon, 12:30 pm .............  Westminster Hall 
Middle School Fellowship, 6:00 pm  Youth Center 
Stephen Ministry, 7:30 pm ...............  Parlor 

THURSDAY—MARCH 5 

Admin. Selection Comm., 2:00 pm ..  Library 
Saturday Music Team, 6:00 pm .......  Knox Room 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:00 pm .................  Knox Room 
Oratorio Choir, 8:15 pm ...................  Knox Room 

FRIDAY—MARCH 6 

SATURDAY—MARCH 7 

Men’s Coffee and Conversation, 7:30 am Library 
Youth Mental Health Workshop, 8:30 am Youth Ctr. 
Saturday Service, 5:00 pm................  Westminster Hall 

BRPC Women’s Retreat—Save the date!   
May 2, 2020 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fellowship Deaconry Conference Center 
This year's women's retreat features an ensemble of 
BRPC leaders . . . Jean Sorabella, Patty Haines, and 
Stacy Currie.  Each of these women will share their 
expertise as we focus on prayer.  We will learn and 
practice yoga, study prayer through the lens of great 
artists, and create some artwork of our own.  Please 
join us! More details to come as our plans 
evolve.  Invite a friend! 


