
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church Re-Entry Plan

At the March 2, 2020 Session meeting our Session established a Pandemic 
Task Force, with the role of making recommendations to the Session on 
how to best respond to the challenges, needs, and opportunities of this 
unprecedented public health crisis.  Jon Klippel served as the chairperson 
for the initial 6 months, until completing his term on Session in August.  
Dave Govan agreed to serve as chair at that time.  The present members of 
the task force are Dave Govan, Peggy Eicher, Tina Bramel, Lindsay Healy, 
Peter Ward, David Lange, David Pasnik, Lee Horner, Jim Felter, Meagan 
Patton, and Dennis Jones.

During the past year we have sought to respond prayerfully, wisely, and in 
a manner that is consistent with our core identity and values as a church.  
We have followed guidance from the CDC, Governor Murphy, the 
Bernards Township Health Department, and the Presbytery of Elizabeth.  
For the initial 3-4 months we were part of a group that regularly met with 
leaders from the Morristown, Chatham, and Summit Presbyterian 
churches.  We have also stayed in regular contact with pastors from other 
churches in the Basking Ridge area to learn from their insights and 
experiences. 

During the past year we have sought to follow and keep faith with the 
following CORE PRINCIPLES:
• We never closed.  Our ministry continues in a very impactful manner.
• Our main responsibility is the health and well being of everyone 

involved in our ministry. 
• How do we live into this present time as fully as possible, and seize the 

opportunities?
• Let’s be good stewards of our time and energy and leadership creativity.
• Let’s care for the weaker and more vulnerable among us, not just the 

strongest.
• Just because others are doing it, it doesn’t mean we should.
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Our first online worship service was March 15, and they have been held 
each Sunday at 10 AM ever since.  The pre-produced online services have 
continued to evolve, and have been met with a very positive and grateful 
response.  We had 3 successful and well-attended outdoor in-person 
worship services in the East Allen Street parking lot on Saturdays at 4 
PM during October and November.  As we prepare for the return to the 
sanctuary, our plans include the following details:

We will follow similar procedures as were successfully used for the 
outdoor worship services, including: require pre-registration (along with 
screening questions) prior to each Sunday, require face masks for everyone 
and provide them for those who need one, have welcome tables set up 
for check in outside on the sidewalk in front of the sanctuary.  

We will continue to create an online worship service ahead of time, and at 
some point likely transition to live-streaming the actual live worship 
service.

The sanctuary (and any other future indoor worship service location) will 
be thoroughly and appropriately sanitized following each service.  Details 
of those plans are noted later in this document.

We will stay within the limits on size of gatherings as determined by the 
governor or CDC, and determine how many families can gather in our 
sanctuary while practicing social distancing of at least 6 feet.

The worship service will begin at 10 AM (the same time as our online 
service), and be somewhat shorter in length — 30-40 minutes.

Pastors will wear masks at all times.

Sanctuary doors will be propped open, or be opened by the ushers as 
needed.
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Hand sanitizer will be placed at key locations

Fellowship pads, Bibles, and Hymnals have all been removed from pews

No physical items, including bulletins, will be handed out

There will be no moving about for passing of the peace

If a children’s message is offered, children will not be invited to come 
forward for it.

No passing of the offering plate (Offering plates will be by the exit doors.  
Giving via the website, mail, and Venmo will be encouraged)

No receiving line after the service

No coffee hour or fellowship gathering in Westminster Hall

Bathrooms will be available for urgent needs

There be no in-person Sunday School for any ages.  Nursery care will not 
be provided.

There will be no singing by soloists, choir, or worshippers.

Initially we will hold off on Sacraments of Communion and Baptism

Pews will be marked to make clear where folks are allowed to sit (David 
Pasnik, Rob Brown, and the pastors met in the sanctuary to fine tune a plan 
for how seating will take place.  We anticipate that our sanctuary with a 500 
seating capacity during normal times will allow for approximately 75 
worshippers)
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Worshippers will enter and depart by way of the aisle that is closest to their 
seating location.  At the conclusion of the service worshippers will depart 
beginning from the rear pews, to support social distancing.  

We await a formal recommendation from the Trustees on an enhanced 
HVAC system for the Sanctuary and Church House, and see that as an 
essential component of our return to the sanctuary for worship services.
(UPDATE:  At their 2-4-2021 meeting the BRPC Session voted, upon 
recommendation of the Trustees, to not require an update of the HVAC 
system of the sanctuary a prerequisite for re-opening.  See page 12 for 
additional details.)

These are the Screening Questions we plan to use for indoor worship 
services and any outdoor in-person services or gatherings: 
1.  Have you or anyone in your household traveled out of the country or to 
any state or US territory beyond the immediate region (New York, 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania or Delaware) within the past 14 days?
2.  Have you or anyone in your household had any of the following 
symptoms in the last 14 days: sore throat, cough, chills, body aches for 
unknown reasons, shortness of breath for unknown reasons, loss of smell, 
loss of taste, fever of 100.4 degrees or greater? 
3.  In the last 14 days, have you or anyone in your household been to a 
large gathering (indoor or outdoor) where social distancing was not 
feasible? 
4.  Are you or anyone in your household currently awaiting the results of a 
COVID-19 test? 
5.  Did you or anyone in your household test positive for COVID-19 and 
are yet to be medically cleared? 
6.  Do you agree to immediately let BRPC know if any of the information 
on this form changes? Given the current pandemic do you understand that 
there are inherent risks associated with being present at the Basking Ridge 
Presbyterian Church and agree to assume all risks associated with it? Do 
you also agree to let the church know immediately if you are diagnosed 
with COVID-19 following this event?
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Our cleaning company, K & M Cleaning, has laid out a thorough 
sanitizing and cleaning plan for the re-opening of the Sanctuary. This 
plan includes coordination with our Sexton’s and important tasks they will 
need to undertake in order to ensure our safety. 

Each Sunday afternoon or Monday morning, depending on their 
availability, the cleaning company will thoroughly complete Sanctuary 
cleaning. The first, and most important task, if their arrival is Monday 
morning is sanitizing the bathrooms prior to Tree House student’s arrival. 
They will also clean the bathrooms closest to Westminster Hall (Tree House 
space) after 6pm on Friday, and prior to Saturday evening to ensure safety 
for use during Sunday morning worship. 

Directly after Sunday morning worship, the Sunday Sexton will utilize 
handheld UV lights on the pews and doorknobs, as well as the doors (top 
to bottom). He will also empty all trashcans, and apply the UV light to 
them. The UV light immediately kills any germs on a surface. This will 
ensure the bulk of the germs are immediately removed from the Sanctuary. 
The cleaning company says these practices will provide a baseline 
sanitization prior to their arrival. 

After the completion of the Tree House bathrooms, the cleaning company 
will move on to electrostatic spray sanitizing all areas (walls, specifically 
from 2 feet from floor to 6 feet from floor as this is a high touch area, pews, 
doors, any and all table/handles/common areas. The sanitizing solution 
utilizing is CDC approved for the killing of germs, as well as safe on all 
surfaces. There will be no damage on carpets, wood, paint, or any other 
surface area. 

All areas with carpeting will receive a mist of electrostatic spray, while all 
hard flooring areas will be mopped with CDC approved cleaner. Both 
surfaces will be void of germs after either of these processes are completed. 
The cleaning company we utilize is also employed in many hospitals and 
nursing homes, and says these procedures he will utilize are hospital level, 
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and best regarded practices by the CDC. Taking all of these steps, in 
conjunction with proper ventilation systems has been proven to drastically 
reduce the risk of COVID spread indoors. With all of the above procedures, 
we are best protecting our congregation upon return to indoor worship 
surfaces. 

The cleaning agent used sometimes changes based on availability of the 
chemical. While they may change, any substitution used is CDC approved. 
All areas will be sanitized within the Sanctuary, hallways, and bathrooms 
utilizing the electrostatic sprayer. This sprayer is the top of the line, when it 
comes to thoroughly sanitizing areas. It reduces time spent manually 
scrubbing, and provides peace of mind that no area was left unsprayed, as 
it is completed in a methodical method. 

The entire cleaning of the Sanctuary will be completed within a 6-7 hour 
time period. 

A similar cleaning protocol will be used when youth fellowship groups, 
small groups, and others return to use of the church house, and for staff use 
of the church office.
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The following policies were approved in September to guide outdoor in-
person ministry events other than worship services.  These policies will 
remain in effect.

Mindful of the strong desire and need that many of us have to be together 
in person as members of our community of faith, and to experience 
connection and community amidst the present health crisis, the BRPC 
Session has approved allowing more outdoor, in-person activities to take 
place, practicing the following safety measures:

There will be social distancing of at least 6-feet between participants.

All participants will wear a face mask at all times.

There will be a limit of 25 participants per event.

No sharing of materials will be allowed (such as sharing a pen or paper, 
bug spray, a Bible, or anything else).

Anyone who feels ill, has traveled in a restricted state during the past 14 
days, is awaiting the results of a COVID-19 test, is COVID-19 positive, or 
shares a home with someone who would respond affirmatively to any of 
the above, is asked to please stay home for their own and for everyone’s 
safety.

Leaders are asked to follow the desire of the church to be as inclusive in 
their ministry as possible, and to minister not only to the strong, but to 
those who’s health may be compromised or who may be uncomfortable 
meeting in person.

Each event is to be approved in advance by either Dennis Jones or Maureen 
Paterson.
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If approved, the event will be placed on the church calendar by the staff 
member supporting or leading the event to assure successful coordination 
of events and sharing of space.

The leader of the event, or a person they designate, is to keep a record of all 
who are in attendance in case there is the need for contact tracing.  (as 
noted above, a sign in sheet would not be a safe or appropriate way to meet 
this requirement)   Pre-registration on our website, including responding to 
screening questions, will be required.

These policies and practices will be periodically revised or updated.

Version #4, with updates from BRPC Session on 2-4-2021
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ADDENDUM: 

Newton Presbytery offered to review our re-entry plan and offer 
suggestions and support.  We took them up on that offer and forwarded the 
draft re-entry plan to them on December 1.  Below is an email exchange 
between Dennis Jones and Julie Rafferty, Trustee of Newton Presbytery, on 
December 2, 2020. 

FROM NEWTON PRESBYTERY: 

Hi Dennis, 

Thank you for your plan.  Most of this looks really good.  A couple of questions: 

1)  Will you be posting signs to discourage people exposed to COVID or 
displaying COVID symptoms from entering the worship space? 
2)  How you be asking your list of questions?  Seems like a lot to go through 
verbally - perhaps it could be incorporated into registration system (or maybe 
already is)? 
3)  How will you social distance (maintain 6 ft of separation) in your Sanctuary 
space?  Are there seats marked out ahead of time, ushers with distancing 
measures? 
4)  This plan looks to be specifically about indoor worship.  Do you have 
guidelines somewhere for small groups and/or staff using the building? 

Please advise.  And thank you for your diligence in keeping your faith community 
safe. 

Rev. Raffety 
Newton Presbytery Trustees 

FROM DENNIS: 

Julie thank you for your swift response!  Please see below for answers to your 
questions. 

Thanks again, Dennis 
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1)  Will you be posting signs to discourage people exposed to COVID or 
displaying COVID symptoms from entering the worship space? 

Sounds like a good additional measure.  We will plan to do that. 
  
2)  How you be asking your list of questions?  Seems like a lot to go through 
verbally - perhaps it could be incorporated into registration system (or maybe 
already is)? 

Yes the pre-screening questions are part of the registration process that happens 
on the church website during the week prior to the service.  Then, when folks 
arrive at church, they are simply asked if anything has changed.  And that allows 
us to limit the number of people coming. 
  
3)  How will you social distance (maintain 6 ft of separation) in your Sanctuary 
space?  Are there seats marked out ahead of time, ushers with distancing 
measures? 

Yes to all of above.  We will carefully mark out the pews ahead of time, and have 
done some measuring (including seating only in every 3rd pew) to assure 
adequate distance. 
  
4)  This plan looks to be specifically about indoor worship.  Do you have 
guidelines somewhere for small groups and/or staff using the building? 

Yes our intent is that this is primarily for indoor worship.  We are mindful of the 
need for some additional details for small groups and staff --- so far the cleaning 
protocol and answering questions online prior to leaving home are the main 
safety measures in place, in addition of course to masks, social distancing of 6+ 
feet, and handwashing.  Most staff are working remotely as much as possible.   
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FROM NEWTON PRESBYTERY: 

Hi Dennis, 
  
Copying the rest of the Trustees – please consider your plan approved.  Please 
note NJ guidelines currently limit small group gatherings to 10 or less (outside of 
worship).  Trustees are advising online worship at this time, but encouraging all 
faith communities to set their own threshold measures for in-person vs online 
using the following resources:  https://newtonpresbytery.org/2020/11/20/updated-
covid-19-recommendations/ 
  
Thank you, God bless you, and stay safe! 
  
Rev. Julie Raffety 
First Presbyterian Church of Franklin
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Sanctuary Re-entry Recommendation 
from Trustee Dick Bedner 

As a Mechanical Engineer who has worked in the medical device industry my 
whole professional career, I am familiar with the sterilization process, and the use 
of high intensity UV light.  

The proposals received are similar in their approach by “cleaning” the room air of 
virus with the use of high intensity ultra violet light.  This process has been used 
for many years as a method of producing products that leave no or minimal 
contamination. 

The process proposed for the Sanctuary would be to install high intensity UV lights 
in the air conditioning ductwork in the ceiling with the doors and windows closed 
at all times.  When the services are held, and the people come in, the Sanctuary is 
no longer “clean”, and the bioburden is back up and will take many hours or days 
to “clean” the Sanctuary again.  The air conditioning ducts in the sanctuary are in 
the ceiling and the airflow will take an extended period of time to drop to the level 
of the pews.  I do not recommend this approach. 

The CDC has determined that Coronavirus can survive on various surfaces for 
different lengths of time, and are dependent on the size of the droplets.  A person 
exhaling can produce tiny droplets, whereas a cough or sneeze will produce large 
droplets.  A mask will minimize the transport of droplets, but not eliminate them.  
The CDC has determined that the virus can last as long as 4 days on a smooth 
surface. 

With that in mind, I recommend a thorough cleaning of the Narthex and the pews 
on Thursday or Friday.  This would be optimal timing prior to Sunday’s service.  
Most, if not all, of the corona virus could be dead naturally and a thorough 
cleaning would virtually ensure a safe environment.  This process would provide a 
more consistent environment for the upcoming Sunday service. 

Dick Bedner 
2/3/2021
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