
                                  Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church                             

                            One East Oak St, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 

 

                                               Sunday, April 18, 2021 at 10 AM 
                                                                         

                                                      ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

 

Prelude                                    Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies                           arr. James Mansfield 
                                                                                             Chris Fortin, Director of Music Ministry 

Words of Welcome                                                                                
 

Call to Worship  

Leader:   Sing praises to our Lord:  

People:   who heals us and makes us whole.  

Leader:   Sing praises to our Lord, faithful children of God:                 

People:   whose joy rises in our lives each and every day.  

Leader:   Sing praises to our Lord, faithful children of God; 

               give thanks to God’s holy name:                 

People:   God’s kingdom is near to us;  

               God’s peace resides in our hearts.  

 

Opening Hymn 267                       Come, Christians, Join to Sing  

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)                                                       
Too often Lord God, we are hesitant in our proclamation;  

seeking safe and suitable opportunities 

to speak of our faith.  Too often, Lord God, we are half-hearted in our service; 

reluctant to stand out from the crowd or to attract criticism. 

Too often, Lord God, we live as if dependent wholly on our own resources;  

relying on our perceived skills and modest insights. 

Forgive the poverty of our efforts and the frailty of our faith  

and open wide our hearts and minds 

to the immanent presence of our Risen, Living and Ascended Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Declaration of Pardon 

 

Response of Praise                                  We Are Forgiven                                                  Hymn 477            
 

Passing of the Peace 

(We invite you at home to safely greet those you are with  

or to possibly text those to whom you would wish to share a greeting.) 

 

Children’s Message                                      Stacy Currie, Director of Children and Family Ministries 

                                                        

Hymn 633                                               Praise Ye the Lord 

 

Scripture                                               Acts 6: 1-7:2a, 44-60                                      Kara Pantozzi    

 



Sermon                                             “Building God’s House”     Maureen Paterson, Associate Pastor      

 

Offertory                                         Sing to the Lord A New Song                                       by Robert Lau 

                                                                           Sanctuary Choir 
                                                                            

Doxology                                Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                         Hymn 606 
    

Prayer of Dedication                                                                            
                                                     
Pastoral Prayers                                                                                         

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 65                           Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                    Festive Postlude                                   by Richard A. Williamson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Acts 6: 1-7:2a, 44-60 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Seven Chosen to Serve 

6 Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained  

against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food.  
2 And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that  

we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Therefore, friends, select from  

among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may  

appoint to this task, 4 while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.”  
5 What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the  

Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of  

Antioch. 6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7 The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem,  

and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

 

The Arrest of Stephen 
8 Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of  

those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians,  

and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10 But they could not  

withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly instigated some  

men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 They  

stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him,  

seized him, and brought him before the council. 13 They set up false witnesses who said,  

“This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard  

him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that  

Moses handed on to us.” 15 And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw  

that his face was like the face of an angel. 

 

Stephen’s Speech to the Council 

7 Then the high priest asked him, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen replied: 

“Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham  

when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 

 

Acts 6: 44-60 
44 “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he  

spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 Our ancestors 

in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out  

before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46 who found favor with God  

and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon  

who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human  

hands; as the prophet says, 

 
49 ‘Heaven is my throne, 

    and the earth is my footstool. 

What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 

    or what is the place of my rest? 
50 Did not my hand make all these things?’ 



51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing  

the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52 Which of the prophets did your ancestors  

not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you 

 have become his betrayers and murderers. 53 You are the ones that received the law as ordained  

by angels, and yet you have not kept it.” 

 

The Stoning of Stephen 
54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen.  

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus  

standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son  

of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud  

shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began  

to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  
60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”  

When he had said this, he died.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



    

 

 

 



 

 

 







 

 
 
 

 



Calendar of Events 

Sunday, April 18 

Early Bible Study, 8:30 a.m. 

Online Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

Worship in the Sanctuary, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School, 11:00 a.m. 

Bibles and Bagels, 11:00 a.m. 

Adult Small Group Study, 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, April 19 

Children and Family Ministries, 7:30 p.m. 

Personnel Council, 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 20 

Walk & Talk Group, 9:00 a.m. 

Children’s Midweek Program, 4:00 p.m. 

Youth and Young Adult Council, 7:00 p.m. 

Scout Troop #351, 7:00 p.m., Church House Courtyard 

Adult Small Group Study, 7:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, April 21 

Women’s Bible Study, 2:00 p.m. 

Christian Chair Yoga, 4:00 p.m. 

Middle School Fellowship Zoom, 4:30 p.m. 

Parenting After the Pandemic, 7:00 p.m. 

Stephen Ministry, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 22 

      Meditation, 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

      Finding Strength in Troubled Times, 9:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 23 

Saturday, April 24 

Scout Troop #351, 1:00 p.m., Church House Courtyard 

 

 
 
 


