
 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God. 
I John 4:7a 
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Proposed Budget for 2024 

Annual Report  
Part I 

The Presbyterian Church of Basking Ridge  



 

 

 

Membership/Roll Changes  2022 2023 

 Additions  Confession, Certificate, Reaffirmation, Restored      14               22 

 Losses Transferred, Inactive Roll, Deceased, Removed      25             173

 Active Membership (as of December 31)     756            605 
 

 Baptisms Children                4               14 
  Adults                3               — 

 Marriages 2022 Members: 1 Others: 0        1               — 
  2023 Members: 3 Others: 0       —               3 
 

 Funerals 2022 Members: 7 Others: 7       14              — 
  2023 Members: 6 Others: 2                                             —               8             
 

Christian Education Program 

   2022 2023 

 Students through Grade 5           25                       25 

 Vacation Bible School                   50                       50 

 Bibles & Bagels                              11 10 

 Confirmation Class                        6 6 

 Middle School Fellowship           16                       16 

 Senior High Fellowship                22 19 

 Adult Education                           90 90 

 Total                                                                                                                   220           216   
 

Music Program    

 PreK & K Choir (ages 3-1st Gr.)    4            7               

 Grades (grades 2-5)                         7                          5 

 Youth   8 6   

 Vocal (Adult)  36 39  

 Handbells (Adult) 19 24   

 Instruments (Adult) 7 10  

 Total                                                                                                                      81       91          
 

Worship Attendance 

 In Person      — 136 

 Live Stream       — 45 

 On Demand      — 115 

     Program Year Average    103* 296 

 In Person      — 99 

 Live Stream      — 41 

 On Demand      — 86 

     Summer Average (July & August)     70* 226 

  

2023 CHURCH STATISTICAL REPORT 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes,  

and the busy world is hushed, and our work is done.  Then in your mercy grant us a safe lodging  

and a holy rest, and peace at the last, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

ENTERED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT - 2023 

 William Todt January 10 

 Kenneth Helland January 12 

 Barbara Szabo May 13 

   Margaret Greenway June 21 

Nancy Mallet             July 11 

Gerald Beaudry         July 14 

Estrid Jones                 November 2 

Jane McArthur            November 7  
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*2022 Numbers do not reflect online worshippers. 



 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION  

JANUARY 28, 2024 

Call to Order Rev. Dennis Jones, Moderator 

Declaration of Quorum Tina Bramel, Clerk of Session 

Reading of Call  

Declaration that Call is in Order Moderator 

Open Meeting with Prayer and Scripture 

Presentation of 2023 Statistical Report Clerk of Session 

Reading of Necrology and Prayer 

Presentation of 2023 Financial Report Jim Felter 

Stewardship Campaign Report  

Presentation of 2024 Total Budget  

Presentation of 2024 Mission Budget Carol Skidmore 

Approval of Clergy Compensation  Mike Gallegly 

Election of Deacon Joan Eichhorn 

Other Business Congregation 

Adjournment and Benediction Rev. Dennis Jones 

Call for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Basking 

Ridge, New Jersey, Part I (Statistical and Financial), will be held in the Sanctuary on 

Sunday, January 28, 2024, immediately following the 10:00 a.m. service, for the pur-

pose of receiving the Statistical and Financial reports for 2023; for consideration of 

the Local and General Mission Budgets for 2024; for acting on the Pastors’ Compen-

sation for 2024; for electing a Deacon to fill a partial term; and for such other busi-

ness as may properly come before the Congregation. 

                                                                 January 14, 2024 - Tina Bramel, Clerk of Session 
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Financial Review Committee 2022 Report 

The Financial Review Committee has reviewed the Financial Statements of the Church and 

Tree House, the supporting accounting records and system of internal financial controls, for 

the fiscal year 2022.  In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, 

in all material respects, the financial position of the Church and Tree House, and are in con-

formity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.  In addition, in our opinion, the 

Church has maintained, in all material respects, an effective system of internal controls over 

financial reporting for the same period.  
 

The objective of the Financial Review Committee is, through objective testing and inquiry, to 

inspect Church and Tree House financial activity and assess if an appropriate system of inter-

nal accounting and control is operative, that the accounting records and the financial state-

ments are accurate.  To that end, the Financial Committee reviewed such activity for fiscal 

2022.  Review areas included an evaluation of the internal controls, transaction and documen-

tation sampling, and interviews with Church Business Office and Tree House staff, based on 

criteria outlined in The Financial Review Guide: An Annual Financial Review Committee Check-

list published by the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 

We greatly appreciate the time and efforts provided to our Committee by Cara Burchett, Liz 

Messineo, Jen Nowack and staff to support the completion of our reviews. We found these 

individuals to be totally conversant with all financial and accounting procedures and record 

keeping, and thank them for providing effective stewardship of our assets, as well as ongoing 

support of the Church operations and missions. 
 

        Beth Adams, Chair 

        Don Grossmann 

        Carol Skidmore 

        Sue Pape, Trustee 

Financial Review Committee 2023 Report 

The Financial Review Committee of the Presbyterian Church, Basking Ridge, NJ, will be ex-

amining the financial statements of the various funds of the Church for the year ended De-

cember 31, 2023, contained in this report. Our examination will include such tests of the ac-

counting records and such other auditing procedures, as we consider necessary. 

 

The result of the review and the opinion of the Committee will be presented to the Board of 

Trustees in May, 2024, and be included in the Annual Report published for the Annual Cor-

poration meeting in January, 2025. 
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REPORT OF THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

Jim Felter & William Emmitt, Co-Chairpersons 

 

The Joint Budget Committee (JBC) this year is chaired by Jim Felter, chair of the Stewardship Committee 

and William Emmitt, member of the Board of Trustees. In addition, the committee includes the president 

of the Board of Trustees; the chairs of the Mission and the Personnel councils; and the Church Treasurer 

and Senior Pastor. The responsibility of the JBC is to develop and propose an operating budget to the Ses-

sion for the upcoming year. 

 

We ended yet another unprecedented year, and we are grateful for the generous giving of our members 

and visitors—both in the form of pledges and unpledged giving—which dramatically exceeded our 2023 

budgeted levels. Our costs were also lower than anticipated and the net result was a net positive bottom 

line which has been added to our surplus carry forward account. 

 

In addition to our budgeted programs, a major Westminster Hall kitchen renovation was planned, funded 

and completed – a much needed upgrade to serve the many fellowship activities of our church family. 

 

The 2024 budget, as approved by Session, maintains a strong commitment to mission as well as to the vi-

tal programs and staff at BRPC. In developing the 2024 budget, the committee considered many important 

factors for the year, including the following: 

 

•  The budget includes an overall 3.5% salary increase to be allocated among the staff who have 

worked tirelessly to continue the operation of our church. Although we have lost our youth director 

late last year, the Personnel Council is actively working on recruiting a replacement and our budget 

assumes that this position will be filled in due course. 

 

•  Overall programming has been increased modestly from 2023 levels with particular focus on music 

and youth activities. 

 

•  The 2024 budget reflects a $5,000 increase in supporting our mission partners. 

 

•  The Tree House pledge has been retained at 2023 levels and we are thankful for their continued 

commitment to the young children and parents of our local community. 

 

•  The overall operating expense budget of $1,512,023 represents an increase of 2.7% over the 2023 

budget amount. 

 

BRPC is also blessed with an endowment that continues to provide vital support to our annual budgets. 

For 2024, the committee recommended utilization of both the traditional 4.5% draw and the 1.5% contin-

gency in our budget proposal. Our budget is balanced by a potential draw from our surplus carryover. 

This carryover represents a diminishing resource that our forward budget planning will take into consid-

eration as we plan for our future. In the interim, we are blessed with resources that allow us to maintain 

our commitment to all those we serve. 
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Church Staff 

Pastor and Head of Staff Rev. Dennis Jones 

Associate Pastor Dr. Maureen Paterson 

Pastor Emeritus Dr. James E. Morris 

Parish Associate Rev. Bruce Schundler 

Director of Ministries to Children  Stacy Currie 

Interim Coordinator of Youth Ministry Beth Cleary                                                                            

Tree House Director Jennifer Nowack 

Director of Music Ministry Chris Fortin 

Director of Children’s Music Ministry Beth Donley  

Church Administrator and Treasurer Cara Burchett 

Assistant Treasurer                Elizabeth Messineo 

Pastoral Administrative Assistant Lisa Fabrizio 

Church Administrative Assistant Janice Leotti 

Administrative Assistant Cheryl Delgado 

Communications Coordinator Gary Ingram 

Sextons David Brownlee, Paul Bachem 

The Session 

Rev. Dennis Jones, Moderator, Tina Bramel, Clerk of Session 

  Ashley Bastow     Jim Felter       Jon Klippel 

  Nancy Bedner     Roger Greenway       Andrew Pasnik 

  Betsy Carlo     Lee Horner       Sally Pickle 

  Beth Cleary     Marilou Howe       Carol Skidmore 

  Joan Eichhorn     Jeff Johnson       Peter Ward 

  David Fahey         

The Board of Deacons 

Jan Hedden, Moderator, Debra Jones, Vice Moderator  

 Beth Adams     Susan Felter     Annie Quincy 

 Anita Attridge     Patty Haines     Sue and Herb Ryder 

 Jean Aurnhammer     Florence Henry     Annie Schulenburg 

 Mark and Edna Barnard     Carey Kane     Steve & Dolly Tharp 

 Marcia Bird     Margaret Klippel     Ron & Bert Whalin 

 Becky Creswell     Connie Ledder  

 Dotty Dameo     Pam Meyers  

 Judy Ewald     Ally Pellegrino 

The Board of Trustees 

Nancy Deutsch, President, Andy Nowack, Vice President  

          Bill Adams Henry Kane Sue Pape 

          Bill Emmitt Jay Link Ken Skogland 

          Dave Gibbons    

   

  



 

 



 

 



 

 


